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DATE - TIME GROUP

11/1.
11 December 1968 ll/lvlSZ
SOURCE
Civilian

NUMBER OF OBJECTS

One

LENGTH OF OBSERVATION
70
@ Minutes

TYPE OF OBSERYATION

Ground-Visual
COURSE
East

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

O Yes
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PROJECT 10073 RECORD | .
LOCATION

Near Clayton, Alabama
SRUERN

All winds from surface to 80 Thousand feet were basically
easterly. There is no reason why the object could not have
been a upper air balloon.

BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

The observer sighted an obJject that was the color of

clear plastic except for a dark patch at one end. The

object appeared bigger than a ordinary weather balloon at
high altitude and when overhead appeared to be rotating slowl
and had what appeared to be a dark Gondola underneath.

Previous editions of this form may be used,
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(1) SHAPE: DIRIGIGLE OR BLIMP» WBIG IN MIDDLEIM.
(2) SIZE COMPARISON TO KNOWN OBJECT: WLIKE ONE OF THE
BIGGER ACFT AT HIGH ALTITUDE: BIGGER THAN USUAL WX BALLOON AT

HIGH ALTITULE ¢
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(3) COLOR: CLEAR PLASTICe EXCEPT FOR DARK PATCH
AT ONE EiNUel

(4) NUMEERS ONZ e

(5) FORMATIONS: /A

(6) DISCERNIBLE FEATURES/DETAILS: RSIZE OF PLANET
VENUS ON CLEAR NIGHTM.

(7) TAIL» CONDENSATION TRAILe ETCe: NEGATIVE.

(8) SOUND: NEGATIVE.

(9) OTHER PERTINENT OR UNUSUAL FEATURES: RAPPEARED

TO BE ROTATING SLOwWLYe WHEN OVERHEADe IN VERTICAL PLANE? OR?

POSSIBLE DARK GONpDOLA UNDERNEATHe UNSURE OF EITHER POSSIBILITY.R
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Be DESCRIPTION OF OBJECT'S COURSE:?
(1) OBSERVER'S ATTENTION FIRST CALLED BY OVERHFEARXRING

A WOMAN FIELD=HAND MENTION OBJECT TO MALE FIELD=HANDe
(2) OBJECT ON FIKST OBSERVATIONS

(A) ELEVATION ANGLE: ESTIMATED 25 DEGSe

(B) AZIMUTH: EST 265 NEGS (WHISKEY BY SIERRA).

(3) OBJECT ON wISAPPLARANCE:

(A) ELEVATION ANGLEZ: EST 20 TO 25 DEGSe

(B) AZIMUTH: 70 TO 80 DEGS (ECHO BY NOVEMBER
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TO ENE) .
(4) DESCRIPTION OF FLIGHT PATH AND MANEUVEPRS:S

COURSE: 70=80 DEGSy WITH POSSIGLE SLIGHT DEVIATIONS: ORSERVER'S

ESTIMATED GENERAL ALTITUDE, ENTIRE VISIBLE FLIGHT: APPROX FOUR=

TO=FIVE STATUTE MILES.
(5) METHOD OF OBJECT'S DISAPPEARANCE: RGROWING
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SMALLER AND SMALLER IN SIZEe IT GRADUALLY BECAME INVISIBLE IN

ENE HORIZONN HA/E e

71/
(6) VISIBILITY DURATION: ONLZ HOUR AND -SwaaF¥ MINUTES,

———— e — —
1 — — e
o — E— "'-‘..__-

"H

Ce MANNER OF OLSERVATIONS

(1) GROUND=VISUAL.,

(2) NEGATILIVE UPTICAL AIDS.

(3) AIRLHORNE SLGHTING: N/ZA.

De TIME/DATE OF SIGHTINGS:S

(1) FROM 15152¢ 1015(CST) TO 16352, 1125(CST)e WEDo

-l-l-—#-‘l-ll""

"'Ih‘
e

| DEC 1906

b 2) DAY
Ee OBSERVER'S LOCATIONS ESTIMATED TWFLVE (1?2) MILES VEST

OF CLAYTONe» ALABAMA, RJUST OFF OF ALABAMA STATE HIGHWAY 239 ON

EDGE OF WOODSem (THIS D/FT'S ESTIMATE: 315305N; 354010W, APPROX
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85NMy TURE AZIVMUTH 38-40 DEGSy NNE OF BASE OPNSy EGLIN AFBe FLA,)
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Fe IUENTIFYING INFO ON OHSERVER:
(1) CIVILIAN (WwITH QUASI=MILITARY STATUS» MARITI'E
MALE» AGE 45s POST OFFICE LOX

SERVICE) i % _ o
EUFAULA» ALABAMA 360273 TELEPHONE: AC @il o occuPATION:

DECK OFFICER? UeSe MERCHANT MARINE: TEMPORARY CHIEF MATE?

PERMANENT SECOnD MATEe. EDUCATIONS ATTENDED HIGH=5CHOOL AND
GRUATED MLKCHANT MARINE OFFICERS' SCHOOL» ALAMEDAe CALIFORMIA
IN 1945+ REPORTING OgSERVER DID NOT IDENTIFY OTHER OB5SERVERSe
(2) MILITARY: NONE.

Ge WX AND WINDS=ALOFT CONDITIONS AT SIGHTING'S TIME/PLACE:
(1) OBSERVER'S ACCOUNT: RMCLEARe CAVUe VARIABLE

WINDS FROM 270 DEGSe 2=TO0=5 KTS AT SURFACE? LAST=QUART:ZR MOOCI
LOW IN WEST» DIRECTION OF UFO'S APPEARANCE M

(2) REPORT FROM DET 10, 6TH WX WING (MAC)» EGLIN AFB»

FLA., COMPLETE =<EPORT UNAVAILABEL: WILL BZ FORWARDED SOOMN.
PARTIAL TENTATIVE REPORT FROM DET 10 BY TELECON FOR WX AT ECGLIN
AFB (66 FT AMSL) FOLLOWS:S

(A) SCATTLRED HIGH CIRRUS CLOUDS AND CAVU,

(B) WINDS ALOFI:
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® 9 3 0 55 5

le AT 8 ANGELS: 20~TO0=28 KTS FROM 300/
330 DEGS.
2e AT 25 ANGS: 36=TO=40 KTS FROM4 300 DEGSe

-9

de¢ AT 50 ANGS: 60 KTS FROM 300 DEGS.
{* He OTHEP UNUSUAL ACTIVITY OR CONDITION» METEROLOGICAL»

ASTRONOMICAL OK OTHERWISES UMKNOWN.e
Ie INTEKCLPTION/IDENTIFICATION ACTION: NEGATIVE.
Je LOCATION» APPROX ALTITUDE AND GENERAL DIRECTION OF

FLIGHT OF AIR TRAFFIC OR BALLOONS?

(1) UNKMOWN.
(2) EGLIN AFB WX DET REPORTS SIGHTING TIME TOO EARLY

FOR WX BALLOONS FROM THIS AFBe PREVAILING WINDS» WMW TO ESEr
UNLIKELY TO BLuUW BALLOON N TC CLAYTON VICINITY.,
Ke POSITION TITLE AND COMMENTS OF PREPARING OFFICER:

(1) BEN £, Me GERSHATER, INTELLIGENCE RESEARCH
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SPECIALIST» (G5=12)9¢ AFSC 8016 (RETIRED USAF MAJORe AFSC 016)0
UFO OFFICeRe OFFICE OF FOREIGN TECHNOLOGY (ADF)» HQ ADTC (AFSC),

EGLIN AFBr» FLOKIDA 2Z22542F% TELEPHONES: DUTYS: AUTOVOH RB89«14n00;
EXTe 362=1623¢ GRTRS: AC: 9043 243=03548.

(2) COMMENTS:?
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(A) OBSERVER» IN TELECON INTERVIEW. SEEMED VERY

KNOWLEDGEABLE UF AERIAL PHEHNOMENA» ACFTe WX 2ALLVYOMS AMD SUCH
TERMS AS ELEVATIONy AZIMUTHe ETCe COBSERVER REQUIRED TO RLCPORT
UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS AT SEA? MUCH EXPERIENCE IN MERINT REPORTINGS
FELT DUTY=BOUNU TO REPORT U/I PHENOMENA ON LAND. OBSERVER
SOUNDED INTELLLIGENT, SINCERE AND MATURE; RELIABILITY CANMNOT

Be JUDGED.

(8) PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS OF POSSIBLE CAUSE:

BALLOON OR SMALL ISOLATED CIRRUS CLOUD AT HIGH ALTITUDE

—
L
L
T
T—

(APPROX 25/40 ANGELS) BLOWN BY PREVAILING W=TO-=E WIND,
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PTTEZYUW RUCLB4A0805 3512127=EEEE==RUVAADA.

LZNY eeEkE |
P R 162120Z DEC 68 7 O
FM ADTC EGLIN AFB FLA Vﬁ/

10 RUVAADA/ZFTUL/ZTDPT (UFQO) WPAFB OHIO \\) \
[idsFO RUEFIHUA/CSAF/AFRDC /\

RUEFHQAZOSAF /SAFOL / gi
RUCLEDA/32 AIR DIV /DOI GUNTER AFE ALA /
RUWMFVAZAOC/ALOTN ENT AFB COLO /

3T

/
UHNCLAS E F T O ADFSe SUBJ: UFO REPORT SUPPLEMENT (U)e THIS MSG IN

THREE PARTSe

le REFERENCE: MY 12/2053Z DEC 68 RE: UFO OVER DLAYTON:. ALABAMA,
WEDe 11 OEC 68+ SUPPLEMENT TO SUB=PARA 26(2) THERE OF.

2e UFFICIAL wA REPVURT FROM DET 10 6TH WX WING (MAC)e EGLIN AFBo
FLAe FUOR DATE/TIME OF SIGHTINGe CONFORMING TO FORMAT OF PREVIOUS
MSG AND OF AFR 80=17» SUB=PARA 116(2). WX REPORT FOR EGLIN AFB:

(2) wINDS' ALOFT?: ALTITUDE., DIRECTION AND VELOCITY:
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(A) BU ANGELSe 279 NDEGREESy 029 KNOTS.
(B) SO0 AlNGe A03 DEGry 052 KTSe
(C) 30 ANGe 309 DEGe Q41 KTSe

(U) 20 ANGr 205 Deo ¢ U029 KTSe
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() 16 ANOGe 294 DEGe 023 KTSe

o

AF) 10 ANGy» 929 DEGe 01D KTSe

(G) 6 ANGr 316 DEGe 005 KTSe

9

tH) SURFACE (EOGLIN AFB: 656 FT AMSL)e» 080 DEOGr 005 KTSe

(3) CEILING: CAVU.

(4) VISIBILITY: CAvU (13 MILES).

(5) AMOUNT OF CLOUU=COVERS: LESS THAN ONE=TENTH#? SCATTERED
CIRKUS .

(6) THUNDERSTOR4S I[N AREA: WNEGATIVE.

(7) VERTICAL TEMPERATURE GRADIENT?

® 9 0 @

(A) LON=ALTITUDE TEMPERATURE INVERSION: FROM PLUS

oy
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URe it AT & ANCELS TO PRUS U748F AT 7 ANGELS®
() hluh—ﬂLTlfUJE TEMPERATURE INVERSIONSe.

Le FRGA MINUS O01le2F AT 40 ANGELS TO MINUS 59.9F
AT 42 ANGLLSe

e FROM MINUS 60.06F AT 45 ANGS TO MINUS 59.6 AT
45 ANGS e

3¢ FROM MINUS 69e0F AT 54 ANGS TO MINUS S46F AT

o FROﬂ MINUS 5“-7F AT 87 ANGS TO HIHUS 2801F AT
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¢ VUThier ReQUIRED INFO IN MY PREVIOUS MSG.
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