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“DATE - TIME GROUP

30 August 66

- e o ol

3. SOQOURCE
Cimilian

4. NUIMBER OF OBJECTS
One

5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION
90 minutes

6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION
Ground Visual

7. COURSE
West

8. PHOTOS

M Yes
N No

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

[l Yes
X No

FORM
FTD sep 63 0-329 (TDE)

31/0030%

Previous editions of thie ferm may be used,

J PROJECT 10673 RECORC - | | -

2. LOCATION
Alley Springs, Missouri 2.9,

10. CONCLUSION

Balloon

1. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

Observers noted round object about the size of a marble.
The color was silver that later changed to orange.

Object was visible for 134 hours before disappearing to-
ward the west., The object was seen by many people and some
sajd that it looked like a balloon.

A balloon was launched by Litton Systems Incorp. of
Minneapolis, Minnesota on 24 August 66. The balloon
dropped its package; however, it did not function properly
and the ballonn went toward the south for the next 10
days. This balloon was over the southern Massouri area

on the 30 August 66.
Balloon was confirmed by B 52 pilot over eastern Arkansas,
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

STAFF MESSAGE BRANCH L’
INCOMING MESSAGE \4
AF IN: 10707 (8 Sept 66) T/ms 1 Pg 1 of 6
ACTION: RDC-4 \ (b}‘ Y
. R e,
INFO: XOP-1 ,xopx-zmaa-,.a,}lm-'?,nxm (19) ADV CY DIA 8 ..50
VB B1IRFTU JAW RUEDWXAO0215 25 10632 =UUUU==R UED HQA « DO

DFE RUNGHU 1317 2510201

ZN\R UUUUU

R 08013 SEP 66

it 97RY B YT HEV ILLE ATB ARK

TO RUWMFUA/ADC ENT AFB COLO

L (K G/ 2920 RICHRD S GEBAWR AFE VO

RUEDFi F/FTD W PAFS OHIC

NUEDHOAZAFNIN WASHDC

UFD HOA/SAFIO WASH D C

O RUVGAA/2AF BAR KSDALE AFB LA

37 e

INOAS FR OFFICAL USE ONYDCOI 04068 SPE 66, TO ADC ENT

\FB 00O, 29 AIRD IV RICHARD S-GEEALR AFB VO, 70 WAPAFB OHIO FCR TDETR,
AFNIN WASH DC, SAFO! wASHDCo INFO 2AF BAK (DALE AFB LA AN 42AD.
SUBJ: UFO REP(RT . REFERENCE PARA 14, AFR 2002 PARA B ACALPHA) ¢
CARGE BALL (1) SHAPE WAS ROUN. (2) SIZE APPRCA IVATELY THAT OF A
VARBLE. (3) COLOR WAS SIiLVER CHANGING TO (RANCE » (4) NUMBER WAS
O . (5) NA. (6 OBECH WAS OGSERVED BE FORE MOON CAME UP, TIHE

' OON VAS APPROX IMATELY AT T S SEVEN EIGHTS PHASE ONTH DATE CF




DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
STAFF MESSAGE BRANCH
INCOMING MESSAGE

AF IN:10707 (8 Sept 66) Pg 2 of 6

GRSERVAT 10Ne ¢7) NO TAIL, TRAIL OR EXHAUST, (8) NO SCUND. (9) N
OTHER PERT INENT (R UNUSUAL FEAT LRES.

PARA 14BCBRAVO) ¢ (D OBSERVERS ATTENT ION WAS ATTRACTED BECAUSE

PAGE 2 RUIGHU 1317 UNQLAS

OTHER PECPLE INTH AREA WERE LOOKING AT THE OBJECT. (2) OBJECT
FIRST OBSERVED AT AN ANGLE OF APPROX IMATELY 25 DEGREES ABOVE THE
JRIZONTO TH SOUTHEAST OF OBSERVERS POSITION, (3) OBJECT
DiSAPPEARED AT APPROX INATELY THE SANE ANGLE. ) OBJECT MOVED FROV
FAST TOVEST. (& OBJECT WAS VISIELE APPROX IMATELY OMNE AND OME=HALF
HOWR S,

PARS 1BCCCHARL IE) ¢ 1) GROUID VISUAL. (2) NO OPFT ICAL AIDS.

(3) WA,

PERA 14D QELTA) 3 (D APRROXIMATELY 3100802 AUG 66, ABOUT 30

e~ | et ¢ AR B TERAR WL T ) AR S e EEC TN ¢ SRS S .
M

MINUTES BEFORE SUNSET o (2) LATE AFTLE’I\OON. (3) N/As

OARA 14ECECHD) ¢ OBSERVER SS SIGHT ING WAS MADE AT THE POST OFFICE IN
ALLEY SPRING M ISSOWR I, LOCATED ON HICHTGAY 106,

" PARA 14FCFOKTROT) ¢ €D Ny :c 1 o SR
<N 0, COLEGE STIWDENT AT SPRINGFIEL COLLEGE, MO, COMALETELY
GEL ABLE, )Rl 0y | E0 THAT HIS BROT HER SN

HIS MOT HER AKD r.'WEL IEVED TO BE AN EMA OYEE OF THE

FORM

AFHQ .wes 0-309C
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE ‘w
STAFF MESSAGE BRANCH
INCOMING MESSAGE

AF IN: 10707 (8 Sept 66) Pg 3 of 6

UsS. PCST COFFICE INALLEY SPRING, ACORE SS UNKNOW N, AL SO SAY THE

(BJECT AT TH SAVE TINVE AS D 1D MANY CT HEK S,
PARA 14GCGALF) e (1) OBSERVER DESCRIBED TH WEATHER COMN IT IONS AS
ALEAR YITH UNIMITED VISIBILITY. (2) BLYTHVILLE AFB WEATHER STAT ION

PAGE 3 RUJGHU 1317 UNQAS

.- -
R

FEPORTS THE WIND DIRECT ION AND VELCCITY INDEGREES AND KNOTS AS
150/ 6 AT TH SURFACE, 120/ 10 AT 6000fT , 120/10 AT 10,000 FT

120/ 15 AT 16000 FT, VAR IABLE/05 AT 20,000 FT, 350,20 AT 30,000 FT,

330/25 AT 50,000 FT AND NOT AVAILABLE AT 80,000 FT. (3) NOME,
(4) 10, (5) SOATTERED AT 4000 FT. (& NONE. (7) NORMAL LAPSE RATE

TEMPEPATURE DEV IAT ION PLUS 15 DECREE S,

PARE 14HCHOTEL) & NONE S ;'3;
PARA 141CIND 1A) 3 UNKNOW N e
PARA 14JCJUL IET) 8 TO B=52 A IR RAF FROM THE 9TTH BY WERE AIRBORIE <
AT TIVE OF THE SIGHT ING3 HOYEVER, AND EXAM INAT ION OF THE R IGH ROUTE %

AND TIMES OF EACH AIRORAFT 10D ICATES THAT ONLY ONE WAS IN THE VACINITY
OF ALLEY SPRING AT THE TINE FOR SIGHT ING. TH AIRGRAFT IS IDENT IFIED
AS ETTA 22, PILOTED BY CAPT IAIN VARREN J. HERRIG, 34 0T H BOME SQUADRON,
CAPTAING HERR IG ADV ISED THAT AT APRROX IMATELY 30175 @ AUG, WHILE HIS
AIRRAFT WAS BETWEEN SPRINGFIELD, MO AN EVANSVILLE, 10, H RECE IVED

FORM

AFHQ .wes 0-309C




AF IN: 10707 (8 Sept 66)

AN ADVISRY TO BE ONTH LOOK FOR A WEATHER BALLOON BU AT NC T IVE
COWD HE SEE THE BALLOON, CAPTAIN HERRIG AL SO ADV ISED T HAT AT

APPR O [VATEL Y 31004 @ AUG WHEN HIS EST IMATED POSIT 10N FAS APPROX | =
MATELY 60 N SOUTH OF ST LOUIS, MISSO | HE RECE IVED AR ADV ISORY PR OV
THE KANSAS CITY ENTER TO BE ON TH LOOK FOR A WEATHR BALL OON '/HICH

PAGE 4 RUMGHU 1317 UNQLAS
HAD BEEN RELEASE AT ST. LOUIS, CAPT HERR IG ACV ISES THAT HE SAY THE

BALL CON AT THIS TINE.

AN EXAN | NAT 1ON OF CAPT HERR 1GS FLIGHT ROUTE 11D ICATES THAT HIS AIR-
A FT TURNED SOUT HIARD AT THE ST+ LOUIS VORTAC AT 9 100352 A UG

ane ASEAM AND APPROX IMATELY 10 N TO TH WEST OF TH FARY |NGT ON,
VOV GRTAC ON A TRUE HEAD ING OF 176 DEGREES AND AT AN ALT ITWDE OF
37,000 FT AT 3100422, AND %AS APPROXIMATELY €N SOUTH OF POPLL AR

U FF, MO AT 31052 AUG.
AT 0113 SEP, MAJOR JOHN C, GO FREY, 978k COMMAND POSI ADV | SED T HAT

HE WD RECE IVED AND ADVISCRY ROV MEMPHIS CENTER THAT A VEATHER BALL CON

aS |NTH AREA. MAJ GIDFRY FIRTHER /DV ISES THAT AT 0100002 StF HE
BSERVED A VEAT FER BALLOON FROV A POSIT |ON APPROX IMATELY HALF WAY
SETUEE N MEMPHIS, TENN AND BL YT HEV ILLE AFB, ARKe MAJOR GODFRY ESTI=
VATED THE ALT T WDE OF TH BALLOON AS 45000 FT AN FIRTHER ADVISES

FOR M

AFHQ .ues 0-309C

Pg 4 of 6
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AF IN: 10707 (8 Sept 66)

THAT THE BALL OON HAS BEEN REPORTED INTHE AREA APPROXIVATELY 10DAYS,

THAT THE ALT ITWDE VAR IES BETWEEN 40 AND 69 THOUSAND FT, THAT TH
DIAVETER 1S APPROX IMATELY 500 FT AN TH KBOA RADIC STAT ION IN
KENNETT, MO, HAD REPORTED A WEATHER BALLOON N THE AREA.

oARA 14K CKIL0) & CHIEF, INTELL [GENCE O IVSION, 97TH BOVBARDMENT W ING

8l YTHEV ILLE AFB, ARKANSAS.

PAGE 5 RUIGHU 1317 UNQLAS |

THE V' 0ST LOGIGAL EXPLANAT ION OF TH CAUS OF THIS SIGHT ING IS THAT

THE OBSERVER SAW TH LARGE WEAT HER BALL CON W HICH REPORTEDLY HAS BEEN
ARIFING INTH AREA FOR APPROX IMATELY 10DAYS, SEVERAL OFFICERS

AVE PEPQRTED SEE ING THE BALLOON, THE B-52 WCWD NCT HAVE BEEN UNDER
ORSERV AT |ON FR THE LENGTH OF T IME REPCRTED BY TH CBSERVER AID

ND OUBT ABL Y WAS T0O FAR AWAY AND TOO HIGH TC BE OBSERVED , PART ICLL ARLY
‘N VIEY OF THE LATE AFTERNOON T IME OF OBSERVAT IONs IT WILL BE NCTED
THAT THE OBSERVER REPORTED THAT THE OBJECT WAS FIRST OBSERVED AT

APPR X IMATELY 30 MINUTES BEFORE SUNSET AN WAS IN VIR F(R
APPROXIMATEL Y ONE AND ONE-HAL F HOWR'S BUT D ISAPPEARED WHEN THE SUN

WENT DOUN. THIS APPARENT D ISCREPANCY MIGHT BE ACCOUNTED F(R BY TH
cACT THAT EMIMENCE, MO, IS ONDAYL IGH SAVING TIME OR BY POSSIELE

c2R(RS | N TH OBSERVERS EST IMATE OF THE TIME OF DAY, BUT TH

AFHQ e 0-309C
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AF N: 10707 (8 Sept 66)

DISCREPANCY 1S NOT CONSIDERED SIGNIFICANT « FIRT HER , AND EXAM INAT | ON

OF THE SATELL ITE SCHL WLE PREPAREC BY DRe Ja H, SENNE OF TH UNIVERSITY

0 PUBL ISHED BY THE MEVPHIS, TENN, COVERCIAL

OF ¥{SSOUR | AT ROLLA A
100 ICATES THAT THREE SRTELLITES,

APPEAL NEV/PAPER FOR SUNAY, 28 AUG,
wOWD BE VISIBLE DR ING TH WEEK CF

PAGE 6 RUMGHU 1317 UNQLAS

3ALL OON WAS THE OBJEC SIGHTED . TH USAF CPER AT IONAL SUMNVARY OF

THE AREA.

» SEP 66 CONFIRMS A FREE BALL OON N

PARA LC LUNA) $ NONE o
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9 Sept, 66

Contact with Dr. Morris of NCAR (303-443-1960 ex. 502). Dr. Morris
said that he knew a little about the balloon launched from Minn.
It was launched by Linton Systems Incorp. (612-633-7110), He

said that other groups launched balloons.
Winzen Research Incorp. Mr, Dan Williams (612-881-5871)

Raven Industries Mr, Keauser (605=336~2750)

Wad a balloon launched from Palistine, Texas on 5 Sept. 66 which
went westward, Over Lubbock, Texas, Tucumcari, New Mexico, Gallop,
New Mexico, to Prescott, Arizona. Dr, Morris didn't know where the
balloon was at the time of the conversation. This was 9 Sept, 66 and

the balloon was still loese,

Dr, Morris also said that it was quite possible for a balloon to
reach the US after having gone around the world. There have been
balloons launched from New Zealon By NCAR that have gone around the

Southern Hempesphere in 10 days,.

Contact with Mr, Richard Olson of Litton Incorp. about their
Balloon which was launched on 24 August 66, Their balloon was up
from 24 Aug. to 4 Sept 66, Balloon was launched and stayed in
the area for several hours, BEalloon went up to 137,000 feet,

Balloon traveled slowly westmard and dropped its package about
7-8 hours about 40 miles west of launch area, Balloon traveled

slowly toward south and was reported over Shenandoah, lIowa on
the 26 August 66, 27 Aug.66 Hastings Neb, 28 Aug.66 Russell,
Kanas, 29 Aug.66 Kansas City, Mo, Balloon has a red pennant
which has been reported as a big red tail, Balloon came down

in SE Texas s

Contact with Balloon Control Center, Holloman AFB, New Mexico
about balloons launched from Holloman, Balloon was launched
on § Septébé6 at 22,5 MST and came down 1155 8 Sept, 66 near

Doglan, Arizona,




8 Sept. 66

Contact was made with the PIO Scott AFB, Ill. concerning the
release of a balloon from the St. Louis area., The PIO stated
that he knew of no balloons being released from the area, He
had heard of two balloons; one in Wisconsin and the other in
Texas that had"gotten away'", He said one of the balloons was

being tracked by NORAD and was now near Winslow, Arizona,

f
i

Conversation with Radio Station KBOA Kennett, Mo. Informed that
a balloon(weather) had been launched near Minneapolis,.Mlnn. on
24 August 66, The balloon traveled southward being over the
Mo.,Ark., Temn, area on 30-31 August 66. The balloon left this
area and was heading SE toward Alabama., Balloon went down in

Texas, The balloon dropped its package; however it did not
deflate propgrly. (314-88-8L616

9 Sept, 66

Contact with the FAA at Memphis Airport, Memphis, Tenn. (901~
397-1473) traffic tower, The autovon number is 631-1620,

Balloon was west of Memphis, Tenn on about the 30 of August 66.
Balloon went cver Wynne, Ark,, Clarksdale, Miss, and was heading
SWe Contact sbould be made with FAA(901-,363-1202) for more data.,
An ajrcraft near Dyersburg, Tenn saw the balloon and identified it.

Contact with FAA Memphis, Tenn,chief controler (363-1202), Mr, Starns,
Mr. Starns said that they picked up the balloon on 30 Aug. 66 at
0400Z. The balloon at this time was reported to be at 10 miles NW

of Sedalia, Mo, and was moving ESE at about 5-10 miles per hour,

The altitude was ebeut=5454000-bub-ned not known but believed to be

about 59,000 feet, Mr, Starnes said he would send us their report
on the balloon flight path,
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FEDERAL AVIATION AGENCY DATE W

ROUTE SLIP

9/9/66 ',“P ’
T o

0. TDEPR ROUTING SYMBOL Ko

\right=-Patterson AFB .
(A Per Your Request

[(J For Your Signature
(O] For Your Information 1 Comment e g e

] Per Our Conversation (] Take Appropriate Action
] Note ond Return (O] Please Answer

(] Prepare Reply for Signature
(] For Your Approval '

of-————*\__
REMARKS:

- -

FfOI‘l'l: TELEPHONE NO.

MEMPHIS ARTC CENTER

FAA Form 2641-1 (7-65)u5¢ PREVIOUS EDITION
* GPO . 1965 0—782-193
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'Hr. rittle calle! concerming the balloon end

“ any of the following conditions oecur:’ '.

o ; .
U he Advise Mr, Mersr if balls 2088 sEbetept n
-m'-{ﬂh:tch Supcrv;:wr nhoul.d‘_doux‘zhﬂ rolx rort Qmm“’i : nan1d chotk A
vhe location of the balloem, including helight. ' The VWatch Suparvisor 3 »

be avaﬂablc for M, lener, if asked for, o

CONCAUSION, ACTIOM TAKEN, CR REQUIRED " ___ ;1§
g |

NANE(s) OF PERION(2) CONTACTED OR

1) o Littl.’ Wi Mel | | | ‘il‘j‘: ¢

- t‘ B o
[ B e

- Ralloon

-

f

J ¥ . L] \ . Eow
PR TR ﬁ“wm— . e T S o L T o T W ag - ¥ e . ..

' - . W ' ?-.l ;‘
My, Flener hed veen designated by Dave Thomas.tc be the cne to'keep an eve b the !
!

situation and taeke whatever action was eppropriste. | ?‘Ir: Little assad _tguﬁ I—t:ir;w ]
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