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ST FIFTH AIR FORCE (PACAF)
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

APO 925, San Francisco, Californio 96525

5F1ICO

(U) UFO Report

AFSC (FTD)
INFO:

39th Air Division (391EC)
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Detachment #4, Foreign Technology Division

(U) The attached UFO Report, prepared by 39th Air Division

is forwarded in accordance with AFR 200-2, dated 20 Jul 62.

2¢ (U) Two (2) thermofax copies of

report have been reproduced

One (1) copy for retention by 5FICO, one (1) copy for

Detachment #4, Foreign Technology Division.

FOR THE COMMANDER

SDYARD Ae BRINKMAN
Lt Colonel, US.F
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UNCLA “'ltD ADQUAR T |
39TH AIR DIVISION ; |
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE Pl PV o j
APO 919, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA | BTG
19 APR 13285 |
J8JECT |
0: 5AF (5FICO)
APO San Francisco 96525 |
:
l. The attached UFO Report is of sightings made on 10 and 11 April 1965, |
at Misawa AB. | |
2, This letter may be downgraded to unclassified upon removal of attache !
ments,
(-’ . & .7 o E 4
. 7“} f { ” / ' et Rty " A
/A WILLIAM G PRICE III 3 Atchs
Colonel, U3AF 1, UFO Collection Cutline, lcy(S) ;
Deputy Comdr for COperations 2. Statement of Sightings on Apr 10, lcy(S) |
3. Statement of 3ightings on Apr ll, ley(s) |
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=X W ey Unknown Ce Siza: The QL JecClLu Z2AVe 3 radar reurn

whiich was about tile same as an F=100, Ce COlor: Unknocwn

d, Numter of Uniects: See attached statement b Observer. &. roranation:

Jee Attachment. f. Sound: Unknown.

2. Descriction of course of Cbjects:

a, ~Nhat first call=d attention of obsarver to ths obijacts: Hadar

return on precision rader scope, b, Descripticn of flight gath and

How did tihe cosiacts dis. SaAr:

iacts: See Attachments C.
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a, Military: DName, srade, organization, duty, estimated reliability:

Rotert C, Damen, LtCol, 39th Air Division, Commander 1953rd Corm 3q.

Lester L, Yiaymire, Capt, 39th Air Divisicn, RAFCCN, Both are reliable
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individuals, The itadar blips were observed by all observs

the ZArCON during this time.
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SIGHTINGS ON APRIL 10:

UNCLASSIFIED

At approximately 11304, Trap 02, a T=39 was on base leg to runway 28,

approxiaately 6 1,/2 miles out.

At this time 1 observad a target on the

FAR, at 4 miles, 1000 fzet proceeding Northeast.

I tcok control of Trap

The target hzading llortheast

02 and turned him on fin:=l at 5 3/4 miles.

went off the FAR scan,
PAR from the southwest,

As Trap CZ came on 1in, anotner target came on the
The target reflection was larger than the T=39,

and traveled at approximately 175 kts. When the tarzet vas 1/4 nile irom

irap 02, it veered tc the right and passed off the left wing of 02, s=lightly

above him, The target continued eastward and clirbed to approximately
2800 feet and diseppeared. By this time Trap 02 was approximately 3 1/4
miles cut .on final approach, and another target came from the Southwest
and turned outbound oncenterline at 2 1/2 miles altitude 1000 feet, I a=-
gain advisaed Trap 02 and he said he couldn't sze a thing. The target con-
tinued on a collision course and passed directly over C2, approximately
200 feet above nhim, Both targzsts zpreared the size of 2 flizht of 2
century type A/C and varied in speed from 150 tc 200 kts. Upon landin-, the
pilot of Trap 02, Capt Cdle, and another officer came tc the RAFCON to
vserve the targsts, which were now cn PAR and ~s34 st tha same points.
Bot!: officers, M3Sgt Williams, ALC fancake, and A30 Stud ocserved the tar-
anil S

gets on FAR z2nd ASR., Also the threse alove mentioned =2nlisted men observad
2lation to Trap 02 while he was on final apgroach. GCapt
fied 2nd came to the ArCUN with another officer, aru

ne AR and \SFRe 2y this time ths

- - Lviostrds o P
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2t tinls time & large snlp
I‘ :

the tarsets in
Waymirse was 0%
pothh cosarved t
more nushberous on the Al 2nd were s-

AR A bl
most oI t:.em witnl

o~

o 30
was notad on rin, © miles out in ths ocesan, proceeding north,. ne La:rcets
were track on | Ti=lCidisl, =nd 2 aixture of bcth, They could b2 sgen it
OF on ¢or off, =nd with 3TC on or ¢ffs The general track of the tarcets was
Joutiivest=i.crtnezst, althouzn thzy traveled 1a 51l dirschticns, bubl ssldom

iirectly over the fisld., Later it was notad Liat the large ship had
v rizat turm and came cack aceros: tiagc (Al scan, southbound, and stCpe
/2 miles out, directly in line with the runway ccnterline. Ths
taved stantionary 2t this point for 45 minutes to zn hour, and then
d very slowly to tns South, v this time Col Dansn and Lt Day
the facility and both otserved the tar;ets and the ship. There
were low nanzging clouds visible on the rAf, from € miles on out, tut no
yrecipitation balow 2000 fest was visible, Tow=sr reported on wvisual
sightings, but did report hazy conditions to the Zasts At the time cf the
initizl occurrence, 1 checked Hachinohe, Chitose, Scrantcen, JCOAE, and Tokyo
for traffic in the area, Ilone was repcrted., I checked weatiher for inver
sicr, o rapid tamperature chznges, none had occurred. I had maintenance

H50.€3,
check the radar, It appearcd nomal, They could s=e the tarzets, but could
L 2xpla “ razets on AR appearad to be two A4/C in close forma-
1 i A @, This 1s my third si-htinz of such
ets could have teen datrimental to
‘05310ly a coincidence, possibly not,
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UNCLASSIFIED

In the past 12 years I have observed all types of weather, wind, tempera=

ture inversion, false returns, birds, a2nd numercus othear objects on radar,
but never a targat this size, moving with the speed snd directior of thess,

NUTEZ: These are statements by RAPCON radar scope obsesrvers taken by lst Lt
David W, Vaughan, Chief, Target Intelligence Branch,

') ,
/([/m;ﬁ_&{ Zé!~ $ didte 4}:4—-{../

DAVID W VAUGHAN /)

’

lst Lt, U3AF 2
Chief, Target Branch
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SIi1iTINGS ON APRIL 11:

11 April 1965, approximately 2140 local, I oiserved targets in the
vicindty of Misawa ABs These targets appeared on the A5SH radar between
the ranges of 2 and 6 miles from the vase., These targets were in the
Southwest=Southeast (Due hast) quadrants, The strengih of these targets
was 3, The tracks and hseadings of each varied, There were no formation
tyre targets, All appeared to be single returns,

The total number of targets was 9 on ASR and 1 on PAR., The period
of time was from approximately 2140 local to 2157 local. The target
observed on PAR vas strength 4 on both elevation and azimuth, The tar=
get on FAR broke off over the approach wires and had started at approxi-
mately 6 miles out from left of course, There was no reported traffic
known to any agency. Two ships were observed before, during and after
this occurrence, Personnel in RAPCON witnessing this were:

TSgt Seaitz

A20 Hendrickson

A3C Woody

A1C Rupben (Radar Maint)

Tower could not see any visible targets vhen civen bearings and
distances,
wWoin: Thes2 are statements by RAPCON radar scope oosarvers takan b lst Lt
David v, Vauznan, Chief, Target Intslligence Branch.
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RETLY TO
ATYN OF:

SUBJECT:

o

l N 3 ' 3 /Y N ey e
DETACHMENT 4 (PACIFIC OFFICE) Uil / QIR ot Pl

FOREIGN TECHNOLOGY DIVISION bV T VRO ¥

AIR FORCE SYSTEMS COMMAND

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

APO, SAN FRANCISCO, 96594
o & MAY 1
(U) Supplement to UFO Report
Hgqs FTD (TDEED) THRU: Hqs FTD (TDEW) |
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 45433 Wwright-Patterson AFB, Ohlo 45433

l. (U) Reference 39IDC letter, "UFO Report,! dated 19 April, forwarded
to FID by Hq 54F (5FICO), pertaining to UFQ observed 10-11 April 65 on
GCA radar at Misawa AB. Following supplementary information obtained
from Capt. Lester D. Waymire, 1953d Cammunications Squadron (RAPCON),
who observed the incidents.

2. W The objects were observed on both CPN-18 (S-band) and FPN-16
(X-band) GCA radars. When the objects iwere in position to be observed
by both radars, botn radars reflected the targets at identical positions.
The CPN-18 PRF was 1500 pps, and the FPN-16 PRF was 1833 pps. Thus, it
seems unllkely Tnat the objects were electronically generated false
targets. Maximum and mininum ranges at which the targets appeared and
faded wers compztible with the radars' normal range and altitude capabilities
(CPN-18 range zzainst small low-flying sircraft is about 20 NMj; FPN-16
maximum altituds capability 3000 fest). However, 39ADCC advised that

AC & W sites (tie nearest being about 35NM north) reflected no targets
which could te zquated with those observed by Misawa GCA.

D

3. (U) The pr
1s not consider

csence of ships a few miles off shore during the incidaents
and more oiten T

unusuals Hachinone, Jjust south of Misawa, 1s a busy port,
n not 2 ship is inbound or outbound abeam Misawa. also,
hing hole is only a few miles out from Mlisawa on the

-y

(L

| el I & PR 7Y

(1)

a very popu.lar
runway's azimmuti.

20
detacted near mountains (3000 to 4OOO feet) located 15 M west of Misawa,
and inds wers zensrally out of the west, the targets' speeds (140-240
knots) and various neadings (including alter headings) argue against their
being wind-borne. Atmospheric conditlons during wnich targets were observed

Le (U) Althouzn the unidentified targsts most often were initially

varied fraom M"very grim" weather with low overcast, to CAVU. Temperature

inversion wz=z suspected on one date but not on others. Failure of known
aircraft in the area to make visual contact with targets doss not completely

rule out existence of visible targets; the lnitlal attempt at observatlon

(10 4pril) by aircraft on final approach was in bad weather, and on 12 April

when an F-102 was scrambled to attempt contact, the targets were not within
the precision radar's scan and no altitude could be ascertained. All incidents

occurrasd 2t night.

Classitication . Cancelisd
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De Misawz RAPCON officers could discern no special p-ttsrn to the
tracks of the unidentified targets, other than that they fr quently (but
not always) converged on the Misawa runway (or possibly toward thne 6921
Security Wing's .ullenweber antenne zrrey). The targets broke off before
passing directly over the base. No record was milntained of ths exact
trizcks. From the general description, the tracks are what might be expected
if radial and tangential antenna pattern measurements were being obtained
by (or from) an aireraft working in conjunction with (orsgainst) ground
equipment at Misawa. However, investigation to date has not disclosed
any antenna pattern missions scheduled during this period, nor would such
missions explain the occasional presence of multiple targets.

6. (U) In addition to the incidents on 10, 1l, and 12 April described

+ dn the inditial UFO report, similar unidentified targets were observed
on 14 April. The targets were seen on eight occasions on the latter date,
four times on both the search and precision radar; in one instance, four
targets wers visible simultaneously, and in another lnstance, two targets

were present.

7. (U) Any additional data which might clarify the identity of the targets
wilill be forwarded 2s it becomes availlable.

g. .Li. $ pri a!ISI_ZL

Colonel, USar 391DC, Misawa
Commander 1953 Camr SQ, Misawa
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UNCLASSIFIED

Ltr, 5FJCO, 23 Apr 65, subj (U) UFO Report
1st Ind (TDEW/UFO) 28 Apr 65

-'—-*" '_“ "ﬂ- . L '-“-‘" Lo |

TO: TDEED/Mr Bryant

o il i — - -

Request your evaluation of the above report by return indorsement.

|
uadenl k' 1 j@ f
= IO PP . oy ; i ;
AECTOR( QULNTANILLA, [Jr 1 Atch |
Major, USAPF w/ 3 Atchs |
Chief, Aerial Phenomena Branch n/e
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Ltr., 5FICO, 23 Apr 65, subj: (U) UFO Report
2nd Ind. (TDEED/Capt Dunlap/pkj/74236) 7 May 65

TO: TDEW/UFO

L Evaluation of the Misawa AB, Japan, UFO Report indicates that the
probable cause was anomalous propagation. Radar echoes obtained from re-

gions of the atmosphere where no apparent reflecting source exists, com-
monly referred to as '"angels,' can usually be attributed to various causes;

i.e., birds, insects, and meteorological effects. In this instance, the
reported factors (range of target, speed, and no visual sighting) tend to

support anomalous propagation.

2. Anomalous propagation occurs when the radiated radar beam is bent,
by reflection or refraction, to the ground. The echoes return to the radar
by the same path. The radar actually sees the ground or some object on the
ground as a target. An apparent moving target is observed if the beam
illuminates a moving object or even when the beam illuminates a stationary
object on the ground if the reflecting portion of the atmosphere is itself
in motion. It has been reported that at a range of 50 miles a horizontal
reflecting layer rising 3 meters per second could cause an apparent echo to
move at 300 miles per hour. This appears to be the only likely technical
explanation for the target speeds observed in this report.

. 3 ‘ Lack of tangible evidence does allow the existence of other plausible
causes. It is possible that spurious signals from airborne, shipborne or
ground -based sources accidentally or intentionally caused the appearance of
the seemingly nonexistent targets. However, as pointed out in Det 4, FTD
letter (U) "Supplement to UFO Report,'" 4 May 1965, it is unlikely that two
radars operating at different frequencies would observe a false target,
electronically generated, in the same position. Consideration of the avail-

able evidence, however, tends to support anomalous propagation as the cause.

FRANK L. AYRES 1 Atch
Colonel, USAF n/c
Electronics Directorate
Deputy for Technology

and Subsystems
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