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Conversation of Dr J Allen Hynek and A2C Corum (A.N.), Weather Observer, Keesler
AF3, Detachment #22, Twenty-Fourth Weather Squadron (MATS) regarding his observa-

tion on 4 Apr 65/1005zZ.

BRI L s sl e e ow | e . ———

Corum was not aware of the fact that two naval air station personnel reported an
Observation -} hour earlier; they saw a ball of flame.

Corum saw four white lights, they came in overhead, from VWouthwest and went
Northeast. Cloud layer was 1200 feet and objects were below these. Scattered
conditions, 5/ 10 thick to broke, varied. ObJject passed underneath the clouds, at
the northeast it faded into the clouds, went almost straight north, faded into cloud
and then came back. ObJ seemed to stay at same level, speed did not vary, Corum
did not attempt to estimate speed, it was going fast. At beginning it was approxi-
mately 45 degrees altitude, azimuth 200-220, passed Just to the North of zenith,
and disappeared at 30-45 degrees altitude 050 az. This gave object a total run of
about 90 degrees. Estimated time of observation as five to ten seconds. When he
first saw object he called another observer, it was no longer visible when he came.
When Dr Hynek asked Corum to re-enact the sighting for time, the time elapsed
was seventeen seconds, coming to the conclusion that actually the observation was
15-2- gseconds. When object got closer it looked like a dark oval, darker than the

~loud background.
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Corum was askad if this might have heen searchlights on the clouds. Reply
"Never saw four searchlights like that.” He didn't hear any sound, doesn't know
whe re there would be searchlights like this. Light off water tower of'ten reflects |
off the clouds, but this was quite different, he said. Still didn't think they ’
were searchlights, there was no reflection. Lights were of high intesnity, looked
the same when they disappeared as when they appeared. Almost the same intensity as
as the satellites, kind of bright but not very bright at all, saw four lights. Was
not a satellite, too low, and four lights ratke r than one.

saked Corum if he had any idea as to what he saw. esplied that he was worrisad
pecause he could't figure out what it was. Aksed if he could compare it to any=-
thing and place it ur in the air: "A large football with lights, this might ‘ool
like what I saw. The cutline was darker than the c’ouds and the object was

dark except the lights, which were on the bottom, and were probably protruduing

from the object. All were white lights, no difference in intensity of lights,

and lights did not twinkle. Compared to a street light that was on.. Same intensity
of street light which was approximately 120 yards away from weather tower.

Corum never saw anything that resembled it, was shakenup, first thought it was an
aircraft and called FAA and they had no a/c in the vicinity at the time. Keesler

has no flying at night, unless it would be Coast Guard a/c, everything on flight
line is quite between 10pm and 6pm. And there was no sound.

Asked him if he mew of any searchlights in area, one report had mentioned search-
lights in shopping center, Told us that it wasn't a shopping center but at the
Broadwater Hotel four milesaway, they are not very bright and have never given
oright reflections, not even as bright as the water tower which is + mile away.
Regarding angular separation: Thumb at arms' length did not cover the front and
end lights. Lights were arranged one on each end, evenly spaced with two in the
middle., Wind from 180 deg. ObJ moving largly crossway to wind. Moonlight at
tim=3, only one layer of clouds he thought, for he could see stars sometimes.
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The time of the sighting was approximately 4:0% am , C3T. The olLserver |
signted a black oval ohject estimated Tto be LO ft. long and avoeared to e
the shave of a foottall with four lights evenly sp2ced from one end to th=

other on the underside. The lights were all white and of high intensity and
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was compared to that of a satellite tut the object was not a satellite hecause
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it was t00 low and four lights rather than one. At first the ohserversonly

e obJG’Q*"

S8 the Tour lights, out when the object got closer it looked like a dark

-

looked the same when they disappeared as when thney appeared. | The intensity ’
oval, darker tha&an the cloud background. ‘‘here was acoud layer at 1200 ft., ,
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ana the oz ject was »21lo0w these clouds. ine opserver 1irst saw the lights ! |
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ot anpro<imately 4- cdegrees elevation and 200 - 230 degrees arimuth, in =he
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@ cloids 15 « 20 seconds latéer at aonroimately V45 degrees elevation |
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Jtgarver dld not venture a guess on speed tutl stated tnat it was a28t. AlLSo, ~
hf.’)f".‘
NO sound was heared and no trail or evhanst was observed.
SOVMMENTS
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né ooserver at Iirst tnought the object was an aircraft ana ne called YA’ and

had no aircra’t in the vicinity at the time. Keesler has no flying at
night, unless it would e a Coast Guard aircraft, everything on the flight
line is auiet between 10 pm and 5 amn.

l1loon has to be ruled out since the wind was from 170 degre=s and th
onject moving largelv cross way 1o wind.
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ne possinility is a reflection of searchlights off the clouds., Right of
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water tower,whic 5 mile avay, often reflects off the clouds. iowevar,
3 ~ B Ranld= aTatoer at the N 2T WA O ] I o er 1 ar 270 W -
A © . 1 o 2 Lel Gl aAS QU . 1SS0 2 WAaAS
i i e s -...._'4.} T IERY ;a*;.-'.;i:';,h;{-;.&}Hﬁi?ﬁi’ﬁi&d&;#ﬂ;i...Ey.mﬂqﬁ_1%,;_.[1*‘-_}'?.3.;’ AR e A5 o R B Lo T i i g, 1
T




. ' y o ARG 1 et 4 L R . v { Sl g L. r. 0T W .
T —————————————————c O S L T TR L R s s R R i B bt L ey

gearchlight in use four miles away tut they are not very Lright end reve

never given bright reflectione, not even &8s bright ag the water tover.

Therefore, the cese is carried as UNIDENTIFIED.
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KEESLER AFB, MISSISSIPPL

4 APRIL 1965

The time of the sighting was approximately 0405 CST. The observer siunted ;

a black oval object estimated to be 4O ft. long and appeared to be the shape of |

a football with four lights evenly spaced from one end to the other on the I
underside. The lights were all white and of high intensity and looked the same

when they disappeared as when they appeared. At first the witness only noticed I

|

;

|

e four lights, but when the object got closer it looked like a dark oval, darker
it than the cloud background. There was a cloud layer at 1200 ft, and the object
was below these clouds. The lights were first seen at approximately h5 eleva-
tion and 200° - 2309 azimuth, in the southwest. The object passed overhead and
headed nortneast prior to its disappearance. It faded into the clouds 15 - 20
seconds later at approximately 300 - hS elevation and 050 azimuth. The ob-
server did not venture a guess on speed but stated that it was fast. Witness

+ stated that there wasn't any sound, trail or exhaust observed.

COMMENT'S

The cbserver at first thougnt the object was an aircraft and he called
FAA; they reported no aircraft in the area at the time of the sizhting. A
bal&oon has to be discarded as a possivle explanation since the wind was from

| 180 and the object was mainly moving cross-wise to the wind. A possibility

B exists for a reflection off the clouds, but the observar stated that the c¢b-

ject was gquite aifferent. There was a searchlight in use four miles away

from the area; however, it was not very bright and nad never vefore veen Lne
cause of tright reflections (statad by the observer). '

Another possible alternative is a satellite siznting. The lights were zune
sape 1lntensity as satellites, tul observer states that the object was too low,

and had four lights racther than one.

g ' With such available information the case is carried as unidentified. All
| alternatives are not substaniated with ccnclusive data to warrant a definite
explanation.
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