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DEARBORN OBSERVATORY
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201

May 26, 1965

Major Hector Quintanilla, Jr.

Box 9494

FTD Nraght Patterson Aar Force Base
Dayton, Chio

Dear Major:

I would l1lil® to report on my telephonic investigation of the Mt. Airy,
Maryland, case of March 8, 1965. I had a long telephone conversation
with the father and with the sons in the bnccﬂround Fathier sounded
steady and reliable, puzzled, but unexcﬂtqble. I can't pick any holes in
the reliability of the report. There were two witnesses, followed by the
third, The seventeen-vear-ocld scn was with the father Jhen 1t happened
and they had taime to call to the tv I'en'l:*,r -e1cht-yvear-0ld son to come out

of the house z2nd tzlke a looke There is some possibility that the event
might be tied in with Camp David which is a2bout twenty miles away in the
Same general direction the lights were observed going. The lights also
-paral1eled Rt. 40, which is about a quarter of a mile away and which has
alot of traffic on 2T

ITe

1 *is an instrument malzer ot the Bureau of Standards, but also
operates a fa

The outstanding thingsin | Wer he very slow sneed (as if
attached to a balloon), th nsaticn, and the extreme close-
pess yet lack of sound, M !‘.I..'. 1< that to simulate the sighting,
he would take a dirigible or blimp o iented sidewrays and place three
pairs of red lights along it--a pair of lights 1like the taiifins on a
1958 Ford., He said it 10 xed like a flying wing. All lights had the

same intensity.

Mr.oR felt, "It was just scmething I couldn't understaad.® Laights
were diffused but bright. 1t was windy, but he doesn't Xknow the
direction of the wind. I checked him on the length of time, but neither
he nor his sons would shorten it., I checked him about his reaction
since that time, and he says he i1s still very puzzled ancd has been kidded
about it quite a bit. And, someone gave him a book on air craft. 1
confirmed that the object came directly over their heads and that it gave
the appearance that it was about to crash into the house, He saw no
fusilage whatever, but lights appeared to be attached to something. It
was a very darlk night.

The whole thing could be explained if we could establiish the presence of
a large glider headed for Canmp David; however, no sreen or white lights,
only red, and speed seems too slow,
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Unfortunately, this case still remains unknown. Although I feel any
further investigation is hopeless, I would sugzgest that wind direction
for that night be established., If from the socuthwest, it could possibly
have been a balloon with a scientific payload, but this seems unlilzely.

End of report.

Sincerely,

llloo—

J. Allen Hynek
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U.5. AIR FORCE TECHMICAL INFORMATIOWN

This quaestionnaire has been preaparad so0 that you can give ine 1J.5. Air Force as much

nformarion as possible concerning the unidentifiad ceiiz! phencineanor that you Have observe.
Fleasa iry to answer as many questions as you possibiy can, The information that ycu give will
ba uusd for resecrch purposss, Your nome will nor o» used in connection with any statemeani:,
conclusions, or publications without your parmissicr, We requesr this personal information sc
that if it is deaemed necessary, wa may contact you fur furthar details,
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1. When did you sse the object? 2. [ime of da - ._H.Z.,..__- AR .__ZEQ_._.._. _

Hour Minuis s
___..__g___.._-_ 2 ..__5.3 L ___.._.......é___._. ke (Circie Une): A.M, or o
Day Manth Y aar

3. Time Lone: _

(Circia One): (Circie vinej: o, Dovilight g
5. entral
S, Mapntamn

,'ing
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5. Cw ic-ng w34 Gb}#t? in S*;".?? ( Total Duraricn) - - t
Seconds
% 3
Q. ertan C, 401 vYory sure 'y
| 5 :
3.1 How was 'ma in signt catarmined’ 2= ST -..__Q_'t_&_____________ :
»
5.2 Was objact in sicht continuousiy? s Mo X ;
5. What was ™a condition of the sky? ¢
a
¢
DAY >
a. Bright
b, Cloudy

7. |F you scow tha object during DAYLIGHT, wnare was the SUN focatad cs vou locked ot the objent?

(Circie Cral: a. In front o7 you d, 1o your left
h, in bock ot you a, Overheoa
t

e i your rigit . Don’t reamamber ’2"
F
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B. IF you sa~ 1ha obiact ar NiGAT, whot did you notice concaming the 97 ARS and MOON?

e i e b e

B.1 STARS (Circle Qne). 8.2 MOON (Circle One):

a, Bright moonlignt l
; .

b. A few 5. Dul! moonlignt

C. Many . No moonlight - pitch dark

d. Den't ramember

e ——— -

9. What were the waather conditions at the time you saw the obhjact?

CLOUDS (Circie One): WEATHER (Circle One):

a. Clear sky @
0. Fog, mist, or light roin
c. Scatterad clouds c. Moderats or I‘;eavy rain

d. Thick or haavy clouds d. Snow
e. Don’t ramember

e s T — ] —— e R . —

10. The object appeared; (Circia One);

a. Solid
b, Transoccinnt p ~ Dar

c. Y DG

e T e e —— - S s S el 0 . i G g 0 g

1. 1t it apeacraa as 2 lignt, was .t Drignier mmuan ne brightast atars? (Circie Onej:

< d. drighrer ) L ALRCUt tha 3ame
D. . immer :

4. Don't know

11.1 Compars origntness n somea common abject:

7.'};43‘- TXA ._&_z. B

B e e — e gy v S—

12. The adges 5t nm GDjact wars.

3. Lixa a deagnt stor
<o ;:.:.harpw sutlined
d, Don’t remember

S — e R — e W R e ————

13. Did the objact: (Circie One for emach question) !
a. Appair 'o stand still o iy time? Yms Non'? know ”o?‘ 50" 3
b. Suddaniy spead up ond rush away at any time? Yas Den’t know f
c. Brezak up into parts or 2xplede? Yas Den’t tnow
d. Give off amoke? Yas Don't know }
o, Change crigntness? Yeos Don't know
¥ Chan-;;a s;nopo? Yos DM'? know !
g. Flash or flicker? Yos Don’t know 1
h, Disangecr and recppoear? Yas Doan’t know i
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14. Did the object disappear while you were vatching it? | so, how? /|/O we W + hed
I be,l o v i O‘DL .877;17.

e s ———— W - —— s —— ——— T — e ——— R, s . T —— W R e —— S —————— e — @ . i RN W = B L I S S

15, Did the object move behind something at any time, particularly a cloud?
(Circle One); Yes @ Don’t Know. IF you unswered YI:5, then tell what
it moved behind: . ______ S T A S A e e R S

16. Did the objeet move in front of semething at any time, particularly a cloud?

(Circle Onej: Yes Don't Know. - |IF you answered YES, the, tall wiat l

#*““ﬂ*--—m-%lﬂ — = e — - e B e o — ——— T — i R e

e - - - — . — '

in front of:
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17. Tell in a few words the toilowing things about the object:

a. Sound __A/..QQQ s AR T LINS 530 2

B Golor i e LRy Sk e o R e
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much of the object is covered by the head of the match., |f you had performed this axperiment at the tim: ur il =

|

18, We wish to know the anguicr size, Hoid a match stick at arm’s length in line with a kiiown object and nsr . “uw }
sighting, how much of the cpject would have been covered by the match head? }

1

~fhe /natech fead woould Prabably L OUVe r one
/17/;7“-

B T e T -

19. Draw a piciure that will show the shape of the object or objects. Label and inciude in your sketch any details
of the object that you sow such as wings, protrusions, etc., and especially exhaust trails or vopor trails.

Place on arrow beside the drawing to show the direction the object was moving.

O £ MNalls

A - R —— A A —— i T S S —

= T e e el - e ——




L \‘_ ‘F""ﬁ._ -

20. Do you think you can estimate the speed of tha object?

~ (Circle QOne) (Yes) No

IF you answered YES, then what speed would you estinate? -_._é __0 __._d"g' H'

e - —

o ol a—

— - - e —

e ——————_ . | S ———— . i — ——— T —— e —— e

21. Do you think you can estimate how far away from you the objsct was?
(Circle One) 7 Yeas No
o L
IF you answered YES, then how for away would you say it was? _I_g'_?_“i__l-

e e e e s e ——— i, & ——— e .. — A — i A, i N, ———— R T - ——

22. Where were you located when you saw the object? 23. Were you (Circle One)
(Circle One):
a. in the business section of a city?
a, Inside a building

b. In a cg
#.c. Qutdoors '
d. 1n an airplone (type)

e. At sea
S AR

- e WSS —

b, In tha residential secticn i o city?

c. ln open countryside?

d. Near an airfield?
e. Flying over a city?
f. Flying over open country?

e ———— D L — i C—— — i o,

O S RRBET Lo ey e
U 2 0 S PR AR L sl TR ST Gl 7wk U S DAREREN SR SR PRSI

24, |F you were MOVING IN AN AUTOMOBILE or other vehicle at the time, then complate the following questions:
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24,1 Whot diraction were you moving? (Circle One)

a. North c. East e. South y. West
b. Northeast d. Southeast f. Southwast h. Northwas?

24.2 How fast were you moving? e _miles per hour.

24.3 Did you stop ot ony time while you wars looking at the object?

(Circla One) Yeos No

25. Did you observs the objact through any of the following?

a, Eyeglosses Yos e. Binoculars Yes No
b. Sun glasses Yes f. Telescope Yes No
c. Windshield Yes g. Theodolite Yes No
d. Window glass Yes THER 0} [ e R ALy O S Y

28. In order that you can give as clear a picture as possible of what you saw, describe in your own words o common

object or objects which, whean placed up in the sky, would give the same appearance a3 the object which you sow
/ SSew no Sha F< bot j'vram 7—ha Sym erricol

D ee
red /¢ h+5 27 s QhRT 2o v € "
a‘j’ : w2 * R 5H e jf"ed Z

[’;‘a:?/;oor; m,,_?ﬁ? maQ e Ulr Th 710 (20/8€




Vg

vd g L

27, In the following sketch, imagine that you are at the point shown. Placs un ‘L' on the curved line to show how
high the ohject was above the horizen (skyline) when you firs? sow it, Placs a “'B”’ on the aame curvad line ic

show how high the object was above tha horizon (skyline) when you last suw if, Ploce an “'A’ on the compass
when you first saw it. Place o ‘B’ on the compass whera you /osr saw the ohjsct,

o 75"
60. A

45°

0"

28. Draw a picture that will show the motion that the object or objects made. Place an ""A ' at the beginniag ot ihe
path, a ‘B’ ot the end of the path, and show any changes in direction during the ccurse.

— e —————
A B i e I ———— p—— 5

29. IF there was MORE THAN ONE object, then how mony were there?
Draw a picture of how they were arranged, and put on arrow to show the diraction that thay were traveling.
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30. Have you ever seen this, or a similar object before, |f so give date or dates and location.

.____..—-.-.—-——-——w—_———*——_.—.. “W"-m——‘_“

31. Was anyone else with you at the time you saw the object? (Circle One) Yes / No

31.1 IF you answered YES, did they see the object too? (Circle One) No

31.2 Please list their names and oddresses:

Sons

NAME

La:i NGmMe

ADDRESS A7+ ~e D«

Middle Name

ot

TELEPHONE NUMBER /_%‘_M_ZQJ AGE S ¢

Indicate any additional infsrmation about yoursalf, including any special experience, which might be pertinens.

-~
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33. When and to whom did you repert that you had seen the object?

¢ 3 e 5 Miss Sora fAoa
Day Month | Year aﬁ’ce "7L /-’) fo : /'i[f fﬂ’( -
D)V'Son (':-}114‘5— 1 O’fhevs. 75 O:f-fz:..c:
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34. Date you completed this questionnaire: // o & S
| Day Month Yeor

33. Information which you feal pertinent and which is not adequately covarad in the specific points of the
questionnaire or a narrative explanation of your sighting.
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MT. AIRY, MARYLAND

8 MARCH 1905

At approximately 1940 EST an observer and his son came out of a barn and
noticed six red lights estimated to be about 1200 feet from the observer moving
at a speed of about twenty miles per nour, toward the Nk. The lights appeared
as three pair of lights, actually like the tail fins of a 1958 Ford. All of the
lights had the same intensity and was comparable to a traffic signal. Another
witness was summoned from the house and then all three observers viewed the
lights. One witness stated that it looked like a flying wing. It was a very
dark night and there were no stars out. The flight was in a straight line
toward the hills, two miles away. All of the observers thought the objects
were going to crash into the hills but it went over instead and disappeared
over the horizon. The lights passed between the barn and the house at an
altitude of 100 - 500 ft., and was in view for a total duration of three
minutes. To simulate the sighting, one witness would take a dirigible or
bplimp oriented sideways and place three pairs of red lights along it.

COMMENTS

The outstanding factors in this sighting are the very slow speed, the
floating sensation, and the extreme closeness, yet lack of sound was reported.
A portion of the available data is characteristic of a balloon with a scientific
payload or some type of large glider. ttemptis were made to put either of the
two in the area but to no avail. The wind was out of the nortowest wnicn also
conflicts with an evaluation of a balloon. With the existing data the case is
listed as unidentified by the Air Force.
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