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jaiti on 30 August 19562 is forwarded in response o 2 telepnona

D-3/Col Wynn

| L3 DcLiover LYol
U0 3ighiing, Port-au-¢rince, daiti :

33D, ISA {Capt Neill)
”;'3 8h 25 m

i. The lollowing information regzarding an unidentirfiad flying
object sighting which occurred in the arsa of Port-au-Prince,

roquest by Major Hart, SAFOI. A copy of fthe report of the sight-
ing is attached for your information, |

S, 4% 13 the dvinion of FID that the objact wiewed Dy tThe witness
in this 3izhting was the pianet Yenus, AL the Time reporised Ior
the beginning of the UFO sighting, Yenus had a rizht ascension

of 13 hours 22 minutes 24 seconds and a declination of -10 degrees
=4 minutes 05 seconds. This location of the planet would have
caused its position, as viewsd Irom Port-au-Prince, Lo coincida
~losely with that reported Zor the UFQ,

J. <1Ihe witness reoported that it was not necessary to move the
t2lgscope Yor aporoximately 10 minutes while observing the onisct,
The appar9unt aagular rate o motion of the planet is approximately
2,0 degrees in 10 minutes and as it nears the horizon atmospneric
r2fraction probably reduces this rate slightly, As best as can

be detsrmined Irom the report, the optical eguipment used by the
vitness has a field of view of approximately 2 degrees, Observa-
tion of the object for approximately 10 minutes without moving
the scope 1is quite possible,

4, Information regarding the vertical temperature gradient at
rort-au-pPrince at the time of the sighting is not available;
nowever, the general description of the weather, as provided in
the report, indicates the probability of a temperature inversion.
At the liower elevations the o©iiects of inversions tend to increase
the distortion of astrooomical objects by the atmosphere, Theose
objects are 2lattened and dispersion o2fects cause them to appear
nmulti-coiored, ©Often objects viawed under these conditions appear
%0 jump around and/or to move radially, Further, :thesa condiiionns
2ftan cause them 0 appear To ascoand rapidly just at the moment oFf
s@tting., In fthis 31ghting bad 388ing was provaovly a contridurning
ZaCctor, In TNneSe CASeS ATIOSPNErXic tramors ar® magnifiad as well
93 the 1mages,
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%, At the %time of the sighting the bright star Alpha Virgo
i3pica), nagnitude 1,2, was only approximately one half degree
{the anguiar diameter of the moon) irom Venus, Though the opti-~
cal 2quipment used by the witness could resoive these two onjects,
it 13 possible that due to atmospheric ¢onditions Spica was A con-

tributing factor, Spica was just to the i1efft and above Tenus at
the time of the sigzhting,

6, Vonus at the time of the 3ighting had 2 magnitude of -3,9
and was by far the Drightest object in Tthe sky, tfthe moon having
30t 41 minutes earliier at 1834, As viewed from the earth ,511
5>¢ the planet's surface was illuminated, presenting an eiffect
similar to the moon just heiors the last quarter, Coupled with

nitmospheric offacts this apparent distortion could have been a
coantributing factor,

7. It is concluded that the misidentification of the planet Vanus
was the cause for the UFO sightiang which occurred at Port-au-2rince,
Haiti on 30 August 1902, Atmospheric =@ifacis which distorted the

- plapet, the apparent nearness of The star Spica to the planet aand
unfamiliarity of the witness wiith astronomical objects were pro-
tably contributing.zactors.

™

Se 1nisz UFD sightiag does not contaln any a2vidence 2f thresat to
the sacurity of the Unitad 3tates,

JOR THE COMMANDER

PO f
=i )

EDIAHD 2, TYNN i Atch

Colonel, USAF Cony of 3sport of UFO 3ight-
Daputy ior 3cience ing in Port-au-pPrince vicini-
and Components "y
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