GEa PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

-t § .
‘N

. DATE s - 2. LOCATION . CONCLUSIONS
4O mi W of Santa Rosa Island, 2 Wes Belloon
16 Jan 61 & Los Angeles, California > ;mb?::r Bolleon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION dgstuticr it et
R B it O Ground-Visual D Ground-Rodar D Prhaes faverdh
GMT 1202002 B AirVisuol 0 Air-Intercept Radar D Possibly Aircroft
5. 'PHOTOS . SOURCE O Was Astronomical aﬁ&’?’d’pﬁ.
O Yes B Probobly Astronomicol
(X No Military and Civilian " TR, ———
7. LENGTH OF.OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE 0 Other
- 0O Insufficient Date for Evaluation
0O Unknown

3-4 Sec | One then ma Descending

e ————————

0. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING Round object, size of 1. COMMENTS Daseription of object is charag-
basketball. Blueish white, like an electric arcs teristic of a meteor bregking up inra.

No definate formation. Object seen by pilot; | the earth's atmosphere.

passing off port side object broke into sever

smaller pieces. Appeared 15°, 280°. Object

descended and broke up into many pieces, then *
faded out. . !

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)
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ROUT LN MULTI | SINGLE
AP 1381 UNCLAS
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CONCLUSTON. REQ MORE DETATLED INFO BE RPTD IN ACCORDANCE WITH
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S CALLS FROM MANY RESIDENTS,

TENNEYe TENNEY, AT HOME AT

|\

\P1 AII‘N HC

LOS ANGELES JAN. 16 (UPI)~-A GIANT BALL OF FIRE FLASHED ACRGCSS

THE HORIZON 1IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA TCNIGHT, ALARM ING RESIDENTS WHO

SWAMPED POLICE SWITCHBOARDS WITH INGUIRIL.
THE CONTROL TOWER AT LOS ANGELIS I’JTERNATIC\AL AIRP ORT SAIB 1T

RECEIVED SEVERAL REPCORTS CF SIGHTINGS FROM PLANES IN THE ARLA AS. WLLL

‘A SPOXESMAN AT THE CIVIL AERONAUTICS TRAFFIC CONTROL CENTER
LESCRIBED THE FLASK AS “A HUGE BALL CF ) IR‘., hhluH SLr.’*zED "‘C o "‘LIT
L‘IT‘O TVO PARTS- IT UAS GOXNG NCRTH s . . |

"q ,lfnr,,‘z

DESCRIBED: THE )‘LASH 'AS'®A HUCE BALL CF F IRE WHICH szmzn TO SPLIT

INTO TWO'PARTSs 1T WAS GOUING. NORTHWEST.
"WE ASSUME 1T WAS A METEOR, .BUT A LOT OF CALLERS SAID IT Loom:n

LIKE A SATELLITE REENTERING THE EARTH'S ATMCSPHERE,®
THE FLASH OF BRILLIANT CRANGE-RED FLAME WAS REPORTED FROM

SANTA EARBARA, 110 MILES UP THE CCAST, FROM PALMUALE, A DESERT CITY

ABOUT 199 MILES NORTHEAST. OF HERE, AND THROUGHOUT THE METROPOLITAN

L3S ANGELES-AREA.
_ THE?E WAS.NO OFFICIAL WORD FRCM A'\:Y SCURCEL AS TO WHAT THE
*1RE

SALL WAS.
IT WAS THE FCURTH SUCH IVCIDENT THAT HAS KEPT SOUTKEKRN CALIFORNIANS
rUGYe |
cOCM RATTLED TRE AREA SATURLDAY.

FIRST WAS A SLIGHT EARTHCUAKE FRIDAY NIGKT. A SCNIC
INEZXPLAINED==KHAVE BEEN BATTEthG THE SHCREL INE,
D

AND HUGH. 15-FOOT WAVES==SO FAR
1 HEARD: A SWISHING SCUND§" SAID FONTANA POLICEMAN WILLIAM ) h o
ME TIME, SAID HE HUSTLED KIS CHI LDREN INTO

THE HOUSE Ame 1T PASSED OVER.

E

PGLICE IN FONTANA, A SUBURB 4) MILES EAST OF HERE, SAID THEY
HAD RECEIVED RADIO REPORTS OF SIGHTINGS FROM AS FAR AWAY AS SAN
"IECG 10 THE SOUTH AND BAKHSFIELD TO THE NORTH. |

(2 ITOSTARGEANTIN el TP 00 el it  . 
w17 VAS. A GIANT VHITE BALL OF }LAME TRAILING A cow TAIL, < o

sA ID POLICEMAN TENNEY, .

: »‘ AL RG“PPSOO
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TUP1 Aiz 3N HC

-f"“"P.I"‘ - 12251 HC

, uqcz T 7

3 ,_ JST LEAU b IR;_,HL L, (AL y SN ) | i o] |
SEL0C ELE.. *JAN..A ‘CUPI)=-=-A'GLANT EALL COF FIKE FLASHING ACROSS

THE HC & e ATSDUS K LIGHTEL UP MUCH CF CFLIH"M- TONIGHT, X

THGUSANDS |GF, RES IDENTS: ALKEALY ED3Y SECALEE CF RECENT AN
U PHENCHMENAS 3 i - ' '
S FPOR TS Ob?néIUHTINu.., CAME mc. CAN 1T
'Pffh.CfacT SUARE PLANES WERE L 3 CikL
ANSTERICUS FIRERALLy TG MARIN. crumy L CR
ANETEGROLGCGISTS JATH [he" VEGAS IS, ) MILES 11
"':?-3 ST IUST LASTALAST. NIGHT. ANG‘IHER TRENENLG
.‘._"wTHE €KY IN SOUTHERN OREGCN AND NCRTHERN
ALIF- '- ‘\‘ !"‘-‘f):n';f? }} I AYL IO }‘To ' . |
13’ ATR FORCE AT VANDENBERG AlR FCRCE BASE i
CEASIDE AND THE. HIGH PEIORITY BALLISTIC MISSIIF L
"ERE NG UdSe POCKET FIRINGS AT THE TLFME THE &
E

'T‘D\ lnﬂlnSﬂURTLBR IFITE.':Y OVSICSILW'T (S Peite
. ST CLI‘\!L“ X NK

E6 Oy LN THE MEXIC C bGKDEP

[ G vy ;..,Tlua'l'.‘-: L H B s |
H.. Ob. S A FEANCISC O 205
(LAND, A LL;.SIu TER I TR
S

A

e TCF . LIGHT BRIGHTENED
LIFCRNIA, LIGKTING EUREXA,

1
\Y
L
C
CEJ‘TFAL CQLI}'(::'NI.&
1 ON AID THEEE
I GH |

] : -'.--. j "l ; L 'l

*JEP NG U...u ROCKET l- Ik 1::65 'AT THE T INE 'T'*”' "STRAMCE 'LIGHT wAS SEED
,TCh 1CHT SHGRTLY AFTEN 'Y C° CLOCK PST (5 Petie Ef.:'- Pl e

. ovn s APPARENTLY bF IGHTEST CVER SOUTHERN CALTFURNI f—"-'., [T wAS LESCRleI‘ _
Ai A WIFRD .BUT BRILLIAhT BEALL CF FLAME-TRALLING. MULTICCL OREL  GLCWe -

DESCRIPTIONS GF THE FIFEEBALL VARIEL RS TC WH L'f‘ IT WAS SIGHTELL.

omur ACSUME 1T . WAS A METECR BREAKING UP, B CALLA.SPL hE"‘A\ AT THL
IV 'L n"FO.\AUTICS TRAVXINC CC!‘JTPO' C .....-T‘R LCS AtIuELF"n oUT IT
iJJOt( U LIKE A SATELLITE REENTEX ING THE ERETH 'S ATMCSPERRES S i

<.s AIR FCRCE MAJe IRV NEUWIRTH, A YEMpER COF TH:E ZALLISTIC MISSILE

- r'EIVI‘ 10N SAID‘*HE SA' L}‘E TAIL EI\L L} TnE }Irc'c L A.., HE LRCVE INTQ M1S
TLR'I”E hf.-," _. : | Lo A e,

S P IT JUSTS Ltoxsu L {KE A METECE ¢ '

_"TBEEAK ING P BUT 1T WwAS BRIGHT ==cik i

FESeTHE V 'I\'IUKAa«. AND SANTA bARBARA SHE -
_._,CALL%--@‘ WERE HC‘T ARIA LAW ENPCRO Pl
WG OFF 5, FOWEVFF cAII L Lf(VE. 11477TFE

LUIS Uo 1\‘ F':J"- QJ Nll rQ NORTH- Lf PCS AN ?LLF L |

oo Iy S AN LUISCDISPC, T QUGH  THL: ..'E:;.,..} T ok .»3‘ CCTEMIST] Ll PE!(LEI

"L(IIT 1C SEE-"A W HITE EALL Cr ?.LANE SHCYEK ING UrF REDUISH=CRANGE ...PF\RK

_C(PICKUP TTHIPGH: A113M: IT 4AS THE FCURTR)
L KR/SHTZ4PPS

- -
F -'l ‘#
- I
j Mg

<R€-—‘-‘~ii- ATH' PGH xxx AFTIR 6.C'CLOCK ETC




UP1 A136N KC
URGENT ' b Sk SR ' '
¢ND LEAD l-Ik...:ALL Rz AL 5
L0S ANGELES,” JAN: 16.CUPI)==A GIANT FIRE-TRAILING METEGR = ¢ |
FLASHED ACROSS'THE HORIZON. THROUGHOUT MOST OF CALIFCRNIA TCNIaHT,
ALARMING THOUSANLS OrARESILEhTS A’REALY ELGY BECAUSE OF RECENT
GIEXPLAINED PHENCOMENAS .
REPCRTS -OF SIGHTINGS. CAME FROM CA\ DIEGC, ON THE MEXICO quan,
TO MARIN CCUNTY, NCORTH or SAN FRANC Ibw--x SPAN CF ABCUT 6JJ MILES.
IT ALSO WAS SIGHTED BY.! EATHERNEN 1 AN ALK PORT TOWER IN LAS
v:.uas, 399 MILES. . INLAND.J : f
TOUCHED ‘OFF ‘BY | THE' THQUSANDS Ol- = I. HTINuS WEPE A lLb R"PORTS Ul- AIR
*CRASHES NUMEROUS . FIRES STARTEL“BY EMBERS FROM THE METECRITE, AND .THAT
LERENS E £ INSTALLAT IONS HAL TRACKED THE KFUGE FIRECALL INTC THL PACIFIC
(CEAN., ALL WERE FALSE. = .
" THE MOUNT WILSON OBSEKVATORY IN SCUTHERN CALIFOENIA--wHERE'THE
‘TREbALL APPEARED MCST BRILLIANT=-=SAIU IT WAS CGMMON FCOR PERICDIC
CHOWERS 'OF METECRS TO HIT THE EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE, CAUSING THEM TO
APPEAR QUITE BRIGHT. . SUCH A CONDITION, A S POKESMAN SAID, IS XNOWN
AS DRACOID. .
JUST LAST NICHT ‘A METECR FLASHED ACRCSS THE SKY 1IN SOUTHERN :
CREGON AND NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, LICHTING UP EUREKA, CALIF., ALMOST

LIKE DAYLIGHTe -
ACHECK WITH MILITARY 'ANU DEF ENSE INS TA LLATICNS SHOWED THERE FUAS

NO ROCKET FIRINGS AT THE TIME THE METEOR WAS SIGHTEL, ABOUT
§ 0'CLOCK TONIGHT (5 Pe M. EST), AND THERE WAS NO RADAR TRACKING
OF THE FIERY OBJECT«: . <

DESCRIPTIONS OF THE FIREBALL VARIED AS TC WHEKE THEY WERE szm
ZUT° MOST PEOPLE:AGREED IT WAS RAPILLY MOVING NCRTHWEST--A GIANT
BALL OF FIRE TRAILING A 1.ONG MULTICOLGRED TAIL. = OBSERVERS IN som: -

AREAS SAID IT. ‘LEFT AN EERIE BLUISH LIGHT AFTERGLOW,
\ /AN AIR FORCE OFFICER, FAMILIAR WITH ROCKET LAUNCHINGS BOTH AT

W B . A e

\

CALIFORNIA® S. VANDENBERG AIR ‘FORCE bASE AND CAPE CANAVEKAL, FLA«y
DE'SCR IBED IT AS "A VERY BRIGHT LIuHT-“AS RIGHT AS % vE EVER SEEN.
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U2l AS PRy
s o DAY LFF\D lLIREB AL L ;
g B D Iz‘R: NOTE==WHEN A LARGE HET‘C« FLASHEL AFPCS& CHLI}LRNIA
TAST NIGHT . IT  TOQUCHED OFF A SEKIES (¥ wilD==AND FALSE-=-REPCKTS THAT
PROVIDE A CLASSICLETUDY. IN THE BEGINNING. CF PANIC. THF FOLLGWING
STCRY IS A PROFILE OF TKE INCIPIENT PANIC, KCW IT DEVELOPED AND KOk
’ﬁ‘ﬂ EY L(NALD Lu*'\lﬁ') Aalda® AN ! '
i ‘ﬁr lhITED PRE.‘:S I{\TEH\ATIthL ' e S0
dAz. 17 (UPI)=-IT BEGAN CALMLY EBLUhP. A NYSTERIOLS

LOQ Al JG&ES
“RIIGHT LIGHT W‘b CEE.N FLA':“H\G ACRCSS THE SKY TNAILIN A GLOWING
TAIL o

D‘El‘ CHE IT r!\'LEU T}'LRI’. w""FE F'E"“'{;i.?: THAT K I 2S Wi itk Pfﬁﬂl{‘a{:
_THRoucHuUT CALIFORNIA, THAT METAL LEGKIS ANL SPARKS WERE RAINING
FROM THE SKY ANDITHAT LA MAN=MADE SATELLITE HAD PLUNGSEL TG EARTHe
;WLL THE REPORTS' WEKE FALSE EXCEPT THE FIRST CNE. . THERE HAD =~
“"INDEED BEEN A BRIGHT FLASHe. IT WAS CAUSED, ASTRCNOMERS BELIEVE, BY

neét{ui.z METEOR .THAT BLAZEL ’IHROUCH TKE EARTH'S. chs PHERE, ~LEAV lNu Kot
- FIERY TRAIL THAT+«hAS SEEN IN MUCK OF CALIFCRNIA AN RS }AR AS

"'1'

.J’J' MILES INLAND™IN NEVADA.
“% 1T WAS NEARLY.AN HCUR BEFORE THE MYSTERICUS FLASH COULD BE

IDEhT 1¥1:0e DURING THAT TINME A RISING TILE CF PANIC SEEMED TC CVERTAKE
YANY uEJ\EftALLYL RELIABLE O}FICIALS ‘WHG SUON \wEnE E_PLATIPw FANTASTIC

HRUVORS. _
CLFUP1'S LOST ANGELFS ELQLFU FIRST GOT T PH“D CN THE I-IREE:ALL SHORTLY

AFTER 6 Pe Mo BY:ITS PHCTO BUREAU 1A ASER, RAY. MARONEY, WHC SIGHTEL THE
FLASK WHILE AT HONME,

A SER1ES . GF.CALLS TC PCLICE 05 ANGELESY INTEKNATI ONAL ‘ALRPOKT
THE CIVIL AERGNAUTICS AGENCY AND VANDENEFKG AIR FCACF BASE BROLGHT
FORTK ENCUGK. INFORMATICN TO WARRANT AN URGENT STCRY THAT AN APPARENT

HUGE 'METEOR WAD: FLASHED ACRCSS THE AREA. ' ok M
UGUTHEN A FLOOD . OF<IRCOMING CALLS FRCM CORRESPONDENTS THROL’GHCLT '

'~ECALIFC:<NIA TO BUREAUS IN LCS ANGELFS, SAN DIEGO, SAN FRANCISCO

“AND. S ACRAMENTOBEGAN TAKING ON. AN ASPECT OF RUMCR AND PANIC.
e IN. SAN mnucxsc‘o& 1T WAS REPORTEL FIRE WAS RAGING IN MONTERREY.
E

OI-F'ICIALS IN MONTERREY SAID NC FIRES WERE THERE, BUT THEY HEARD
HAT FIRE TRUCKS-%ARE ROLLING.ALL CVER LCE ANGELF° * THERE ln.RE
%: _

VE“ IN, LOS. ANGELES ALTHOUGH THERE WERE SCME FALSE.ALARMS.. . .
LAN. AIR FORCE® pn'fcw. FRCM HAMILTCN AIR FORCE BASE SAID KE: UNDERCTC:'D
E‘i“CALIrORNI&DISASTER OFFICE! IN SACKAMENTO HAD KEPGRTS OF FIRES IN
ERSFIFLD 'AND SANTA BARB ARA, BUT. GFFICIALS IN THCSE CENTRAL CITIES

1D THAT OUTSIDE CF Num:acus FALS E ALARMS . THEY THOUGHT. F m:s WERE

“‘"‘c‘mc IN THE, MODESTO AREA,

JTHE FIRE RUMORS HAD GONE FULL CIRCLE. THE ONLY INDICATICN OF WHAT
msc IBLY STARTED/THE RUMCRS WAS SCME CONTRCLLED EUKNING OF WEEDS

_ A'E*“THAT TIME BYSOFFICIALS IN SANTA BAREBARA COUNTY.
“PASS ERS ~BY+'INATHE AREA APPAREI\TL Y CONNECTEL THE CONTRCLLED FIRES .

aITH TH- }‘ IRBALLO.. ®®
_ _0_




. rheM EDWARDS ALk FORCE BASE NEAR LUS ANGELES THEN CAME THE KEPCRI=-
s rr1CIAL==THAT IT WAS -BELIEVED THE AIK FORCE TRACKING STATION Al
CXMARD HAD TRACKED THE FIREBALL. ACCCADING TC THE REPORT, THE FIRECALL
11 IN THE PACIFIC 390 MILES OFF SAN CLEMENTE ISLANL IR THE GENERAL

cAMN LIEGO AREA. |
THREE TELEPHONE CALLS TO OXNARL AND CALLS TO THE TRACKING STATIONS

« 501NT ARCUELLO AND POINT MUGU CF THE PACIFIC BALLISTIC MISSILE

QANGE ALL FAILED TO CONFIRM THE REPORT.

THEY ALSO FAILED TO CONFIRM REPORTS FROM WILDELY SCATTERED ARLAS
-MADE SATELLITE BREAKING

THAT THE FIREBALL ACTUALLY WAS A MISSILE OR MAN
P IN THEYATMOSPHERE e AdiRa st it e o o .
STHER REPORTS=--ALL CHECKED OUT AND ALL PROVED FALSE--WERE THAI THE _
TR FSALL SMASHED INTO THE HOLLYWGOD HILLS (WHICH ARE DENSELY POPULATEL), &
TMAT 1T CRASHED INTG A VALLEY NEAR BCRON AND THAT METAL PI ECES FROM :

IT WERE FOUND.
THE REPORTS AGAIN PROVED TO BE FALSE, ANL AS [N CTHER CASES APPARENT-
LY GREW UP ‘AS A’ MISUNDERSTANDING SETWEEN AT LEAST THREE SOURCES, IN Vil
THIS CASE THE LANCASTER SHERIFF'S STATION IN LOS ANGELES CCUNTY, ik TG
“ IDWARDS AFB AND THE CIVIL'DEF SE WARNING SYSTEMs - S
“e3 TELEPHONES VERE MADE TO THE UPL LOS ‘
R CF .THE FIRESALL REPCRT,

THE STCRY QU
_ CALIFCRNIA SAYING SHCOWE
MET ZORS . UP REPORTS OF BRIGHT
YETEOR SIGHTINGS SUNDAY IN . CALIFCRNIA AND LATE

. MONDAY, IN KOLLAND. g _ *
THERE WAS NO FALSE REPORT CF RUNMORS IN UPI'S STORY=-=~8UT REPCRTEIRS
DCUBLE CHECK THEIR SOURCES.

L ARNED ‘AGAIN THE STANLCARD OBJECT LESSON TC
AND THEY WERE LEFT WONDERING AT THE DISTORTION AND Plh.lAlN FALSEHOOQDS
PANICe - -

'THAT SOMEHOW SEEM TG SPRING UP AT THE FIRST SLGNS OF J

 ALTERNATE DAY LEAD FIREBALL
15 Y DONA;-D ‘Lo NEFF : | -'
L0S ANGELES . METECR FLASHED ACROSS
CALIFORNIA LAS TOUCHING OFF WIDESPREAD FEAR OF FIRESe

THE BRICHT FLASH WAS SIGHTED FROM SAN DIEGQ AT THE MEXLLO
BORDER TO.NORTH OF SAN FRANCISCO, A DISTANCE OF ABGUT 690 MILES, AND

AS FAR AS”300.MILES INLAND ADA. * _
S ) E WEST COAST IN TWO

NIGHTS AND IT BROC ' NICKY REPCRTS THAT
CAUSED £Y FALLING EMBERS.

FIRES WERE RAGING "IN MUCK- O
e PEPORTS INCLUDED FIRDINGS GF METAL PIECES SUPPCSEDLY DEBRIS
oM THE FIREBALL AND TRE BELIEF THAT IT WAS A MISSILE CR SATELLITE

\STRONOMERS AT MOUNT WILSON CBSERVATCRY IN SOUTHERN CALIFCRNIA

SAID THEY BELIEVED 1T TC BE A METEOR. THEY SAIL PERICDIC

SHCOWERS OF METEGRS WERE COMMCN. -
OME HOURS AFTER THE FIREBALL FLASHED ACRCSS CALIFURNIA ABOUT &
>,M. PST, A SIMILAR BRIGHT FLASH WAS SIGHTED IN HCLLANG. IT ALSO WAS

3 1:vrD’ 70 HAVE BEEN A METEOR BURNING UP IN THE LARTH'S SURIACL.
T-77 APPEARANCE OF THE METECR IN CALIFCRNIA AND TH™ RES ULTANT SPREALD
i 4iLD RUMORS AND BEGINNINGS CF PANIC PRCVIDEL A CLASSIC EXAMPLEL C¥
- HOw PANIC STARTS. e SR .
(PICKUP 4TH PGHs IT WAS) . .
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