PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS

Wos Balloon
Probably Bolloon
Possibly Bolloon

Was Aircraft
Probobly Aircroft
Possibly Aircraft

15 Jan 61 SE of Paine Field, Washington
3. DATE-TIME GROUP TYPE OF OBSERVATION

Local a2y 0 Ground-Visual " O Ground-Redar

GMT_lﬁD_éaIZ_________ AirVisual O Air-Intercept Radar

5. PHOTOS | SOURCE
O Yes
X No Military

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE

Was Astronomicol /(’/é'fg' B K

Probably Astronomical
Possibly Astronomical

Other
Insufficient Dete for Evaluation

0O Unknown

ot 000 000

e

5 sec 1
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING Br'l ant white objec 11. COMMENTSIIO satellites reentering at

size of basketball. Resembled a strong spot- this time. Description and duration are
light. Then it exploded and a large part of characteristic of a meteor. Brightness

he sky was lit up. There was considerable orahge and explosion suggest that object
and some blue coloring in explosion. No sound |was a fireball which exploded before 1T
heard. Object appeared level with pilot flying| reached the earth's surface.

at 35,000°,
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am_in doubt whether [to.call my .sighting an objeck er an airborne
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(1) Fireball first, and then a large portlon+o*.3ny.qaarllt,ug~as;§fan

explosion had occurred. There vizs considerable orange.and some blue coloring
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(2) Fireball was basketball sizes ; - 1\ .1 ;- % moms? +7 tal

(3) Fireball was brilliant white.. It resembled a strong spotlight.
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(6) My tirst izpression was tb*u é lurf; ldn;lL;l*léAt had buenafﬁ}néd on |

in my face. ! |
(7) No tail visible to me.
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to sound, I was flying in a T=-355 aircraft.
be Discription of object:

(1) The intense light which apreared to be apiroaching raridly. My first |
thouent was that I was about to collide with something and I initiated evasive *
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MancuversSe
(2) Object apneared level with me.

(3) Object was in my nine o'clock, and my magnetic heading was 2cQ°, My
altitude was 35,000 feet, my ground speed 3530.

(4) Anreared to he r~aining altitude.

l&m{ Ihe sequence was this: brilliant white, fireball; then a brilliant
b | _'. ’ 1" * - —: ] . -
orful explosion (which silhouetted the cloud tops), and rcturned to darkness!.

(6) Aprroximately five seconds.

C. Lanner of observation®
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NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OFTHE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S.C.—
_20.AMD 22 AS AMENDEN ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
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And this was only a beginning---for on January 15, 1961 a so=called

meteor flashad across tho sxcv in southern Orcgon and northern California, light-
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