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HEADQUARTERS STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND
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REPLY TO

ATTN OF: DODPF

SUBJECT:

TO:

Flights in the Dvbuqua, .Lowa Area
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Wrizht=Pabtoerson AVB, Chio

1. Reference your letter, Subject: ...-.3(1".1¢3t for Inform
the following lnforrmation 1s

= eph ember 19603

ae Number and type aircralt:
route cell tactics.

b o AlL i'toUdE‘ -+

Ce IOube and ¢cimess

cal Intelligence Center (AFCINLE2x)

ati
supmit thd:

Thres (3) B=52 aircraft, using

31,000 to 32,000 feet.

From a poinud 1i5MM south -~ souwtheast cof

Dubuaue to a point 60NM north - norbhesast of Dubuque (LOOEN 9CL5W

1o .....318:.1 9008)J)0

19147 « TC
G3
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(2) 23272 to 23587 = TG

(3) 05082 to O5L,0Z -~ TC
GS
WV

3509, TH 353°
579: TAD L-z)
315/075

0019, TH 352°

3 370, TAS 430

320/080

360°, TH 352¢
370, TAS U425
310/090

20 No other alrcraft of this command were flying in the Dubuque,

Towa arza on L} March 1960,

3, Notification of appropriate Alr Defense Sasctors 1s a roubline
functicn of Air Roube Traffic Control for flights involving penew

tration of an ADI4,
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n the fmmh of ‘Warch Charles liur--a'i
.:s3, 31, an airplage instructor, obtained |
13 feet of moving picture {ilm of 2 for- |

ration of ‘three-dise-shaped obiects. over
onpugue, ,,Imn.- Maris estimaled therr
f.\t‘.}de 118 30000 T.L‘ttt ﬂt*.J.I‘ &need at -
Tyout 200 miles pexr hm..r The c.b.e:..t.a,
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Comments on lMx “ Lether

SAFUL-3d (L/Col ‘tacker)

1. ine abtached letter and report Ifrom (v W nas
vean reviewed by ATIC. It is belleved no iurtner commen® or action

13 meri Lu'}do

- e T e S g

2. 1In raply Lo your query regarding convact with Strategic Alr Command
Headguarters, it was nol considared necessary to make thils contact,

, ATIC aid contact soveral radar stations in the nidwast, &s well a3 the
Yo - Chicago Alr Defanse Secior ’:iaadquartars , aad was informed tuatb 't.**le'y had

no record of B=H2'a flyinz in the Dubuque, lowa aresa con 4 or 10 March
A
PARASE

£ S b ii:‘#s recaived information to the eflect Gm'lt (v
SAC aireraft in the Dubuqua area, thesa aircralt were tnere

mmowliadzs of area radar « tat.mn.s and Yhe Chicazo Air Daianss
Headguarters. It is not understood by ATIC how such fligats

-

made witnout the Chicago 1\. Lr* Dafanss dacoor's knowledgs,
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# % COMPLETION OF STOUDY # #*
Date of sightlng: 4 liarch 1980
Loce tion: Dubugua, lowa

Time: Approxlimately 1750 hoursg

0

Shudy Commancsd: 20 llarch 1960

Study Termlinated: T August 1960

dgrat lon? Y8 g

2eport edlited dy: Date lgsusd:
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1. Introductory Commants:

This 1g probebly the most confusing aizhting that CUFOR shal
have tha opportunity to investigat B signting that GUEOR shall
the time 4 nity to investigave for qulte a whlls. Just about

8 tlmwe 1t 1ls declded what the objlects ware, and tha concluslion 1isg
. ! e JLan W) LB\, A, S AUl S
Ejm::.rt-.ad., a letter arrilveg that throws evarything up for grabs aga:
Ve IlﬁllOlfl{ you director 1ga not certain wnat they we ra o Somad of thea
¢ e L . : L sl x L : . o> ‘- \ sL1C
%1‘111}1 ....I‘:if' ....-f vterg have not yet been answarsd. 1T angwers are recel |
; auai -; that change the plcture agaln, a suppleumentary report will ba
gsusd.

On July 9, 1960, CUFOR's director wrote to Lt. Col. (formsrly

) L.J. Tacker, Alr Force Pentagon spoks sman for UFOg, and told
him that we had definitely concluded that the objscts wera Ur0Osa
Then, on the 29th, we race lved Mr. W dctalled report that
threw tha whols thing oven agaln. The letter Irom SAC on Augugt 4th
gesmsed to be tha cllncher.

11. Detalls of Sightling:

| 4t approximately 5:55 p.m., liarch 4, 1960, Charles lorrlg and
his wifa were at their home in Dubuque, Iowa, watcehing a T-6 alr-
plane {a single-enzinz USAAF tralner of Wi 11 vintage) perform at
an altituds of roughly 2,000 feat whan thelr attentlon was cauvgnt
by three lumlnous objects, elliptical in shaps, travellng NNE at
ahout 200 mph. Ths oblects, whlch he furtndr ds acribed as balng
about the glze of a quarter atv arm'g length and about o5 dagree g
abova Shs easgtern horizon, were 1ln vliew for about four minute d. H3
went on to oay, in his report to CUFOR, that "ths objects did not
glvea off smokd or any vapor trall, drop anythling, change br tgnhns 34,
shaps oy color, did not QXD lode, speed up ovr stand sLl 11 at any
t1img....-1th3 objacts wara sharply outlinsd and were lilkse a brighv
st arg-- batwsen the brightness of “he moon and of Venus.' He algo
o ot imated the size of the objects to be 200 fset long and 60 feot
thick; however, since ths distance to ths objects could only be
guggsed, 1t ls the same wlih Lus alza of th3 objects themss lvag.

-

J
Nr. Morrls axposed some footage of & mm co lor f£film, but 1t
failed to show anything and the fllm has bean returnad to hiwm by tm
ALy Horce.
innthar witness was lirg. H.V. Ludovigsy, wno 82w them wilth her
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-’
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® E e ol &
h Y

son and husband. Hsr raport, also on flle wlith CUFOR, 1ls slmllar to
1LY at', wilth some exceptilons (minor or major, dapgnding on your
point o7 view): "I looksd, and golng toward uhe NW in the sky, were
threa brignt mstalllc objescta; th3y wers travellig VERY slowly, al-
most floating, THEY VERE NOT PLANZ Se...v@ Wa tchad for almogt ten
minute s, and, as we watched, one of them, the cne in the mldd ie,
cave a flash, or whlts glow, and at the same tlme a puff of wnltd
smoka came from the back of 1t. Tha sun wad 69 tting in the weat 2%
the time, and 1 figured iI 1+ wag the gun that made the flag |
thrae would have 1liL; bacause theéy ware go cloas togethar; bud oYLy
ths middls ons had tha glow."

On the "othsr side of the fanca'" ara th2 obgsrvers who e 1iova
the objscts wara alrcraldc.
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-“'r;qg i Fordinand loa '3;:", 0L Dubugue , who 9a® tham througihy o

paly of 7 x 50 binocular 3 Hig Mapord ¥d 1_ in part: "I sam a group

ox mz.“:'ﬂe ":zv':;s alrcrai't, which appearad to be fiying ons hahind ths

whher at lowsr than umal jJu aitly ude and at% just m2diva opasd.

Thay weve Tlying NNW (in a 1uta , moX3-detaillad raport, ha @213ld

2.;:.1353 o .;_hhe'" cona‘l&ﬂfa 104“'--4 & 8_;1 ”:‘311 a3 naEan S0 in adus noron % B
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.
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19 sast of nort ':':'.1 -

J.
ﬁ
3
)
b

-cl*sd "!. S ime 5:50 i7e o I gaw tham nnt

P
dad %4 |
n about 15 or 20 days always at tha pame
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i
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L.:b ?:.Zwrae 'I:. 1wgd with:
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B2 o :3.’;-3: a'L 0 p! ut, dhaly olsvatlion at a2vproxiwately 259 zbpvas
tR® hori: ,a..-, NOWAY ha psld they "f;-;! v apoutl, as '3.:‘..:.."53 A3 & pinnaad
b ¥) ’ 3 Ay ma 3 b o
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* 2
ward «:-::r,cl of sighting." He ramarlksd, "1 saw tha plands cloarly widli
bha sun on tham. 1o palnting waa 71gib ;s but the high ‘%;;:1.-1.:::-: and
5133 windows wa ';:*-.-.s. He i of ths oD 1nion thatb they wara elih

R .

vaiyr £30's, Boelng 7U7's, o Douglas LG -8 8.
1T . ‘au 13y hag strpng o *.spo'"c. in - “"_, B :-_-;:*fo.
SIS k- s s'::i:‘.‘ Dubuqua » wno saw tnam through 10 2 50 pos

fald Mr., Jonamg, "ITney wWars *‘t"r.i“va, in A yvathar Ii_.oa;.;:a ﬁ‘n*%n.a.... ton u:z a

N

courass of o 4o ‘\IJ... ""h..-.i i?:* 599 (s low) waa tha most unusuad parsd ol

A f,.i

tha whole affair. I could not deterninsg Tnd hV?ﬁ put alreraiv ﬁhﬂ?

o L%

.. . , s PR P ¢ P By o
dofinitely wore. 1 saw thom geysral Limss afvad Lhat ‘oﬂ A 20 3t

-

dateas - Ed.), end they ware following .‘,aﬁ’l the same routins.' He
alpn saw contralls and a tall "1"; R=52

3 £ 5 1: -
MY o Jonas Alfferas with . = _g‘ia #3 1o a.,.t..‘.‘... 33 ard gleovaltion
Ha gy 25 tham as 40,000 Teady and 75Y roapectlvaly. gl
A third witnaass ailap 28w tng COI vralls a::d faalag wvnay ,:i-‘a
sonvantlonal aiveraft (propaller-iyps ), moatly Decause oY L9 2LDW
88 ds
wa +havafore have fiva witnegsgea wlih Tive gilgntly ariisrany

e ™ 1-..-.. e
Cl'u-*ﬁ 3'

11X, CJFQB. -3 bﬂ"lc iuasiosn:

Tha concluasion of Clvilian UFD Re ;.-;e _x;,-h#x_*-ﬁeaa‘“ Ansg i:,‘:-e.e: Tnrss
-::f‘r‘ajaﬂ’;a eaan owver Dubudua, Ilowa, karch 4, 190U, ao 8ppr nahe 1y
5:50 n.m,, iz 8 followa:

-

—

T™ha mraater amount of data t3nda Lo show that ths objacts wars

thraa o ~~”::"‘=l.£u "Jc; 33ibly of the USAEF | Strataglc Alr Command. #e, DOW-
Lk~ o 5 - J )7, R e v 5- J i :, .y , St ?.};':-1.;
avar, a&n no-t 1219 gut ths PO salibility thab ! A L)s?dﬂ?u.,. :.'3:!.;: !i:: : s
NMarpria and Mra. Ludoviasy wsre unlds ALifilabia objiocts ol unknewn
origin, Hurpose, or a3 gblnatlon.

I+ announcing thls concluslon, we wign GO 9ol

lowing polinus:s
13y ™~ OVva Y 4 ¢ | tr} :‘,l_
(A) Civ) 11wn UFQ Regsarcn spant ovar four mo: \ns A
'Vautﬂga ing tnisg sight’mga Addyﬂlﬂ?;J ﬂ;f“ 358 &
e Bak:. f'Dﬂnd ted and L9 ir }‘3 L3 &1'9 2.} 113,
Ai. raft conpanlias nauu ‘aAch u“‘“q et f“ ooﬂfd
F“Q i cﬁ Jil Lf.l u#ﬂl_} ‘?Jq v l!ﬂla ‘_‘j% % 3‘) Hﬂl-l l.‘; .3 hln u, *J JL_’ v
plblility of i‘,""'* 1*11..;.,3 flizhts that could accouns
tor ths yeportva.
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(5) The very nature of ths obssrvatlons rulea out
objects of agironomical origin (stars, mateord,
etc.)a

(C) The nature of the sighting slso ruleg out "light
phenomena”, "birds", and "clouds, dust, etc.".

(D) The dlrectlon of th2 objects' flight compared with
wind dlrectlong at the time exclude balloons from
being considarsd as"bha corraect ldentiflicatlon.

) The rathar wldely ceperated points of observation
rule out "paychologlecal manifastations'.

(F') The charactgr of the witnesses dlgcount tha pos-
glbliity of 2 hoax.

IV. Arguments for Unldantlifiablg Objects (Uf0s):

Charleas Morrls i1g & commerclal pllot and has logged 5,000
hours in 14 yegars of commorcial flying; he lg Tfamliliar with alr-
craft of most types. He apparantly saw the cebjlects at rather closa
range and 1s certaln of what 9 saw.

He told Ralph Ingergson, gtaff writer for the Dubujqus Tole-
graph Herald, "They wers thln on the leadlng edge, thick in the
middls, and thin in back -~ just like you'd expact them to be. 1
was seelng them from tha side, and they looked exactly llka you'd
taken two platters and put them face to face -~ vary large ellip-
tical objects. |

"Just to give you an idea of thsir glzo, they seemed to bs
gbout one-eighth the size of the moon. Thay had a brighitnsss 1llks
I've never geen before - no 'fuzz! around them, but dbright and
sharply dafined. They were like silent ghosts moving through tha
SV o

"They couldn't have beaen Jetao; thay waran't fast enouzh, for
ond thing - a jet would have baen gona bafors 1 gould g8t ths cam-
era, at that altlituds - they were only 20° to 25 above the horl-
zon (trus, a jet provably would disappear ithat rapldly - Ed.).e.s
1T 1t had been the gsun shining off military alreraft, ths reflectsad
134&ht would have changad intensity as the objects croasad the sky.
These didn't - they wers a constant brightness. And thare wasn't a
cloud irn the sky - 1t was perfectly clear."” (Quoted from Dubuqus
Te lagrapn-Herald, March 6, 1960, p.8)

This slds of ths "argument" gets support in the fact that a
chack with Traux AFB, lMadlson, Yisconsin, by the Telegraph-Hsarald
brought a reply from the oparatlong offlcer that no mllltary planas
from that baga had baan reported in ths area. "Negative -~ we had
nothing in that area -~ no opsratliong scheduied at thatl time," the
oparatlons officer sald.,

. ) pe ik hid e . il /
=~ l"a"‘lrlfn 1 v EIRYLD WA '[’lr‘.;i ™




Quarlies gsnt out by CUFOR brought thesgs replieg:

(A) Robert Hof‘.L man, Alrport Manager, Dubudus luni clipal
Alrport: "1 hava checked and to my knowledge thare
ware no alrcraft in the area a,t the above gpecified

time (time of the sightlngs - Ed.)."

(B) lilehasl Gladuch, Public Relatlionsg, Bosling Alrplans
Company: "Our recordg have bssn checksd mogt care-
fully.«.esThe reLOWdJ gshow that no formatlion of
three Boelng 707'g flew on a northerly coursg over
Dubuque, lowa, on karch 4, 1960. Nor weras there any
TO7 Tormation flights over that arsa durlng the
f'ifteen - twenty days followlng that dats."

(C) G.W., Greaves, Convalr Divislion, Gensral Dynamlcs
Corp.: "Ag far 2g we know there wars no 880'g fly-
ing over Dubudue, lowa on larch 4, 1950. Our testh
alrcraft were ooﬂratiﬂg from Lls municlpaL alrport
hera in San Disgo. We have dellvered a few 880'g
to Dalta Alr Lines, but they ara Iin scheduled ger-

vice."

(D) A letter to Douglas Alrcraft Company ls3, as yet,
unanawaraed.

In closing, let us say that one cannot sgluply dliscount tTha
opinions of a trained pllot and othar wltnegsseag, who state, posgl-
t. lve 'J-J, that the objects ware not alrcralt and uho na ‘IS ths back-

ing of statementsg that teond to show that thers wers no alrcraft

in thg area.

V. Arguments for Alrcraft:

Thls "gide" has some obvious advantages: two witnesses {lr.
Neglor and lir. Joneg) saw the cobjects throuzh binocular._., Thay
both saw definlts physlcal characteristics of aircraft. iir. Neg-
ey saw the tall (vertical stabilizer) and Windowa; Iu‘r:-f;;onss gawn
the tall and the wings.

M. -.JDLBS (who, like lir. liorris, hasg had pilot's training:

10WaYV & .:', I Ao Not lmo"J how much) sald the tail wag slmilar to
that of a B- 52, Thils and the fact that Ailr Force SAC (Strategilc
Alr CJt;%ﬂd) flias B-52'g and has 8 triangle radar tast courss
In the area wlth 1ts northern leg ending at Lancaster, Wisca.,
aoouty, 20 mileag north of Dubujue, was auff‘icient to warrant a
letter to SAC Headquarters, at OIfuTt ARB, Omaha, Nebraska.

The reply, from Capt. Edwin C. T‘arryberry, Dlrectorate of
Informatlon, read, in part:

"In ve qtl[:, tlon here wilth our fllght scheduling branch rex
vealaed that Strateglic Alr Command d1ld have gome 2-calls and 3-
cells flights operatling over Dubugue, Iowa for a 25 hour perilod
which lncluded 5:50 p.m. on 4 larch 1900 inlile wa can not say
definitely, it's highly possible that the sighting at that +ine
could have bsen KC-135'sas or B-52's of this command."
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Agaln, we cannot dlscount the obssrvatlons of reliable wiin

Vi. Comparlson of Arzumants:
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There are “Db? Domntg of d‘SJQTpﬂmfﬂua that ca “nob ba n

ply cutlinsd obje cts 250 e.bove + ha hoz'lzon s Ferd 1-".{15.-111& Ne s'.‘--::—i 14
m,ﬁ.;fs ganall, sharply cutlined objscts skissns that 1’“‘*f1f= cted G-

lizht and flew 250 gbove the horlzon. Allan Jongs gaw

mall,

Blurred ("due to dlgstance”), sun-reflesctlng objscis es.t 7:30 b oV

o i — .

tha horizon.
r. Morrls put the objscts at approxima
Negler didn't give a Tigure, but sald they w

Lhowever, put them at 40 000 feet or above. Wa are not
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