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Tha 1006th Air Intelligence Sq. aldwell, Ne Je

Alr Technical Intelligence Center April 12, 1959
Dayton, Qhilo

B .

- e T — o

Subject: UFO Sighting 3/18/59

Gentlemen:

- - o o e e ——

The writer and other udersigned persons witnessed U¥O activity
over Caldwell, N, J. 83 described below 3/18/59. See attachad sketch
of path of objects in the aky.

il ey e T ——— T

o

1. Objects were sighted at 8:40 PM EST on 3/18/59. Period was
50 se¢, During this time objects covered approx. G0 degree3 arc
in sky overhead. Sky was cloudless with about 2/3 moon.

2. At position A, the two objects appezared round and had a dull .
reddish glow. The objects maintained the same relative position
shown as they traversed a straight northerly path overhead. At

point A they stood out clearly against a star studded moonlit =zky.
There was no sound that could be associated with these objects.

3, At position B these objectis still appeared round but did not
glow as much,

L. Between position B & C the shape of the objects could no
longer be seen agaianst the darker sky but what appeared to be
raflected light (similar to that seen from Russisa rocket casing)

grew more and more intense. Finally, as objeets went behind scme
trees they both were giving off a brilliant white light similar

in intensity to the landing light of an aeircraft during landing
apprOQCho

The writer is presenting this ianformation as a matter of record
for you, and as a matter of interest for himsell and the undersigned
observers, The writer is a graduate asronautical engineer and has worked
at JNASA, Lockheed and Curtiss Wright in flight test and aircrait perfor=
pance since 1942. He is therefore reasonably qualified to distinguish

usual and unusuwal flying objects.

Tt would be greatly appreciated if you could give any information
that migcht indicate what these objscts were., Please conbhact the writer

at the above addrezs.

Very truly yours,

% /: _ vriter
/ 5/ unebG Cbserver
/s/ ' Observer
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l. The possibility oi ¥Mr. seeing one of the satellites and its
carrvier was considered. Upon ¢ s 1t was determined no kunown satellites ware

in the area at time of sightinge. :

2. Assuming the figure of two degreesa per second and 50,000 feet altituda,
the speed would be around 600 knots, which is within the speed rangs of jet aire
craft. It is quite possible the objects were at a lower altitude than 50,000 fcet;
howevar, a small error in the witnesses' estimate of time would have a large effaect

upon the resultant speed.

3, Tha AIIC conclusion is that in all probability the witnesses gaw aircralt
lié’,’htSn
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29 May 1959

Doar Mr‘

This is to aclmowledge 2nd thaak you for your latiter of
12 April 1959 concerning an unidentified flyinz obj2ct sighting
as Caldweli, lNew Jersey on 10 llarca L8535,

Asswaing Lhe Ulgure of twe dagrees per sacond and 20,000
22t altibude, the speed of the object would be approximately
600 nots, which is within the speed range of current jet
alreralt.

dhe Air Technical Intelligsnce Conter conclusion is that
in oll probabilily you wiitnessed aireraft lighta,

Sincerely,

LANRENCE J, TACKER

sajor, USAF

Lxecutive Orficer

Puovlic Information Division
Office of Information Services

. 3 . ! e ; B ; L g Cas s ik A i L Sl o
3 3 ; i I peasy ; 3 i 5 ] £ bo e 2 % TR =T i o o1 o e | =Tl iy 5 T s T N R L . i
el o i s TR T onde B s B S T Br Lt Sablae Rt S, Ml hepaeee L Lok, oMy SRS BE gis -."T-i-_-il---- Sy T L e R T e g 1 B, Tl R ST e | R :



r
F
i
_‘

_"_.lq. " ’.

RADIO AND TELEVISION PROGRAMMING
MUNSICK MUSIC LIBRARY

U. F. O. NEWSLETTER : |

PUBLIC RELATIONS | 238 Lav

L

Commanding Officer

Alr Technical Tntelligence Center
United States Alr JForce
Wright-Petterson Alr Torce Bes

in"--""

Dayton, QChio .

o
l)ear 0-' 11 »
oy | Rvveran bl om R o . ), - . - el .
we arc investigeting the enclosed phobo-
s 4 9 sobLa &N 9 o -
£raprli wilcn wa |
the nigh v of 1&

1..‘.

.

- - ¢ ’ . A -r-

3 taken in nearby Denvi

) 3 &
)

crcn 1559,

- i

Although we have entered many esvenuves %o
cbtain some kind of conclusion, as yett we seom no
closer to eny substentiel result than when we started
except for a large file of data. I would very much
eppreclate 1t 1T you could look into the me tter,
and, 11 possible, give us the results of your study.

ny helon vyou can give us in reschs ng & solutlion

tOo the vuzzle would e avnreciested. II' I can be of
eny further assistence nlease feel free Lo call on re

2 1 . “1 - - -~ 1 . e o =P me? r.er - ™ |
eltner by mall or teleprhone et Jofferson 8-8945,

I look forward with greast interest to your
reply.
KNecls.,
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Morristown, N. J., U. S. A.

RADIO AND TELEVISION PROGRAMMING
MUNSICK MUSIC LIBRARY

U. F. O. NEWSLETTER
PUBLIC RELATIONS

l 2 J’UTU;}

Commanding Officer

Alr T90hnlca1 Iintelligence Center
United States Alir I o“ce
wright-Patterson Air Force Base
Dayton, Chio

Dear Sir,

On 25 llay I sent to your office a “hoto-
graph and report involving strange objects apparently
between Denville, New Jersey ard the moon on the
night of 13 March 1959.

As yet I have received neither an s cknowledgement
nor reply in this case. While I certainlv appreclabe
such evaluation would teke time. T would sopreciabe

1t if vou could inform ne if Lne matericl was received
av your office,

Should you require further information please
let me know, If you did not receive the informetion
I shall send a new copy.

LSOY




REPLY T0
ATTN Of's

SUBJECTS

TOs

AIR TECTHMICAL INTELLIGENCE CENTER
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

o WRICHT-PATTERION AIR FORCE BASE

» OHIO

12 Jun 59

APCINeiDha/Mr, Davis/7h295

wMoon Ob jocts®

ATCINLEL

Attn: Maj, Friend
»

l, The photograph you submitted for analysis was serutinized for
an sxplanation of ths 34 "moon objects® that appsar in the lmmedi.
ate area of the moon, The history of ths phoctograph and its prior
analysis was studied and found to bs quite interesting, Tha "moon
ohjecta" indesd appear to bs images rather than scratches, spois,
duatmarks, etce The quality of the photograpn is good and raflacts

ths work of a professional typs photograpghar,

2, Bafora this office can offer an explanation for the "moon obj2cia®

it will be necessary to acquiras the original nagative, praferably
tczather with the rewainder of thse roll film,

3. Should you desire furthsr analysias of tho photography, it is

suzzested that contact ba,made with P&P'equastinghis
forvarding the film to foF further analyslis,

2 FPhotograph
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Doar M

Your letter of 12 June 1959 concerning ploio=
sraph you submitted to Air Technical Intelligence |
Center has been referred to this office for reply.

LAWRLENCE J. TACKER

lajor, USATF

Executive Oificer

Public [nformation 'ivision
Office of Informat._on Services

3Town, liew Jersay
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REPORT ON "MOON-OBJECTS" PHOTQOGRAPH TAFEN BY
9 llay 1959 by
New Jersey, U. S. A,

All rights reserved. - Case Report Two

At epproximately 8:50 p.m. EST, Wednesday 18 lMarch 1959, Jesse
Wilson of 8 Myers Avenue, Denville, N, J., took the first of a gseries
of photozrapns of the moon thnrouvgh £ 32" refractor telescope. Iir.
1lson has been lnterested in amateur astronomy for some years, and
has bullt several telescopes himself, including the one he was using
that nisht. He has taken literally hundreds ol pictures of the moan,
both as &2 hobby and as a means of checking his equlpment. The lunar
atudlies have been acclaimed as exceptionally flne by many photograpih=
ers and astronomers.

c238e Villson 1s a professional photographer and laboratory tech-
nicien., He makes his living by taking plctures for local newspapers,
insurancs and real-estate offices, industrial concerns and the like,
and by processing photographs for local photo stores.

“e hes made a hablt of taking a telescope to his back yard on
good nights, to photograph the moon. On thls evening, he had a group
of neigabors on hand to look at the moon 1ln the cocl, crisp evenling
alr, which offered ezcellent "viewlng." Afterward, he set up the
equipment to take his photogranhs, and proceded to take a dozen plic-
tures. They were ell taken with a Super Ikonto "B" Camera with an
® 2.8 lens set at infinity on Tri-X film, shutter setting 1/25th sec.
The telescope is approximately 38 pewer, 48 inch focal length, At
sbhout 8:50 the moon was approximately 48° above the horlilzon, rougaly
SSE frcm the viewlng positlon.

I're Wilson aligned his telescope and camera, snapped the first
photec {(the one in question), recocked his camera (with 2 crank, thus
maeking it virtually 1mpossible to get a double exposure; the crenking
resets the shutter after the film has bsen moved to its next position),
ragset the telescope to compensate for the earth's movement, and took
*he next photo., The process takes prodably no more than 30 seconds
at the most.

Vhen lMr. Wilson developa2d the roll of film with type DKG60A deval-
opaer he noticed a streak of odd spots on the first exposure, Yhen a
print was made, they proved to be 34 fish-tall like objacts in en
arcing line, apparently rushing away from the moon., The "talils" all
aim into the southwast quadrant but are not all pointing in the exact
same Cirection,

The 1mages genarally fall into twd groups; the left-hand one of
13 objz2ects larger, arrarently cleser to the camera, and farther apart.
The rightehand group of 21 more closely spaced, smaller, and morse
evenly distributed in almost a straight line.

Thas moon is not quite in focus and it has besen assumad that the
telescoze was focused just short of the moon, Although it is 4ifrfi-
cult to %ell, the images of the strange objects seem to be in near-
perfectc 'ccus, Because of the short-exposure no stars or othar .
objectz are 1n sight although the moon itself 1s clearly pictured.

o other exposures on tha sams roll of film show eny pecullari-
ties, and lMr, Wilson says he has never before captured any such odd
objects on fllm with the same equiprment, They were not seen visually,

Mr, Wilson showed the fllm to Robert W, Punn of Lske Parsaippany,
Ns Joy, &8 Photo techniclan and amsteur astronomer who notified Ir.
Munslck in lorristown., The camera and telescope were both checlked
for light leaks or odd reflectlions; none were found. The telescopns
hag' & large dew-cap to overcome reflectlons and outside light, Thea
photos are taken with the camera lens held agalnast the eyepliece of
the telescope,

The film was rigorously studled under magnification, The images
ere clearly that and not impsrifections, dust-spots, scratches, or
other lrregularities on the film 1tself.




. CONPIDENTIAL REPORT "MOON-OBJECTS" PHOTOGRAPH PAGE TVIO

The possibility of statlic iIn the camera or on the film was con=-
aldered but set aslide because of the peculiar layout of the white
spots, and because no other Instance of static of any type showed up
in this film or other similar series of shots taken with the same
equipment under 1ldentical conditions. The ilm was not old nor, aan
well &8s can be determlned, defective, It should be noted that the
line of streaks is not interconnected and does not follow parallel
to the length of the roll, but curves markedly to the film's edge.

I'r. Munsick studied the film and a serles of prints, all enlarg-
ed greatly, iIn en effort to identify the objectas. They are clearly
not refractory "ghosts" of the moon 1tself, as they besar no similar-
ity vhatever to the moon or any round object. Mr, Munsick's inter=zsat
comes in part from his background as an investigator, editor, and
ltectuvrer on the subject of Unidentified Flylng Objects. Neither he
nor a colleague, Hans Stefan Santesson, edl tor of Fantastic Univeras
Magazine, a science=fiction publication, could offer any exnlanation,
Mr., Szntesson 1s 1Interested in Unldentifled Ilylng Objects and is
familiIar with the background in the field. Nelther of the two had
ever seen nor heard of anything similar to this photograph before,

"r», Mansick contacted the phnotogrannic adviser to U0 l'ewsletter
and Fulcrum Procductions, Steve Elfenbelin of lMorristown; a profession-
al photographer with extensive photoreportoriael experience plus ind-
ustrial photographic knowledge. He was unable to offer any explana-
tion for the objects, but also ruled out the possibility of static
in such conformation.

're Elfenbein is a test photographer with the Reactlon lMobtors
Division of Thiokol Industries in Rockaway, N., J., recordling tests of
»ocket englnes on static runs (currently testing their rocket motor
fcr» the X=-15 experimental "space-plsne' ). He suggested that the
Jlamond=-llke shapes were reminiscent of the repeating pattern in
»ocket exhausta, but said the line was too 1rregular, too long, and
¢ld not generally conform To rocket exhausts. It was determined that
Reaction liotors was dolng no testlng near the time of the photograpnh.

Ire lNMunsick contacted the adjutent of Picatinny Arsenal, the
huge U, <, Army Ordnance Corps installation outside of Dover, N. J.,
northwest of Denville. The members of the Arsenal Photo Lab studied
! the photograph and could reach no conclusion about possible causes,

!

el ther photographical, nor in line with projects at or near the
Arsenzl's sprawling test area,

The Arsenal was asked if there was any Army experimental device
or project which might offer a solutlon; was 1t possidble some sort of
rocket had been sent high above the earth from Cape Canaveral with a
stroboscople tracking light?

Colcnel Albert J. Vielnnig, Commander of the Arsenal, replied:

"I rave discussed this photograph with several knowledgeable
people who are acquainted with tracking flashes and missile firing.

"Thazre does not appear to bz a8 rational explsnation for the
flashes cn the photograph. The line of sight from Denville iIn the
direction of the moon would lead to a polnt somewhat west of Caps
Canaveral. However, there were no known mlsslle firings at the tims
the phetograph was taken, Further, if a mlgsile were fired it would
nave to be at an altitude of approximately 5500 mlles above [Plorlda
to be along the line of sight {rom Denvlille to ths moon,

; "One explanation is that there was an accidentzal double exposurs

| wlth one of the exposures catching a line of lights either from cars

g on the road or electric bulbs along a road,

| "T am sorry but frankly we are at a loss to provide & unique

; explanation."”

’ The nature of the iImages and their layout on the photograph ex-
cludes the line of lights on moving sutomoblles ¢on a nesarby road




" i e T PR ARk M % It
. " ."I.M'-*ll‘f e A TE T 1 B : rg-:,-_,“w"_*t_, Wb g Al N -

CONFIDENTIAL REPORT "MOON-OBJECTS" PHOTOGRAPH PAGE THREE

(U,S. Route 46, major eagt-west artery from New York Clty to the Del-
aware Water Can, runs nearby) even 1f a double exposure were a satlg-
factory answer, -

Mr. Munsick undertook a study of high intenslty street lighting
devlces which line Denville's main street, Broadway. The 25 foot tall
supports hold very bright lights indeed, but full caps atop the lampa
-orestall a direct beam of light goling up from the fixture. Ths
coniormation of the lamps along the street does not fit in with the
photographic layout; the number of images likewlse does not coincide
with the number of streetlights. The lights are not visible from the
point whsre the telescope rested; they are somewhat to the east of
the 1ins of sight to the moon.

«2mes S. Pickering, Assistant Astronomer at the Hayden Planetar-
ium - ""useum of Natural History in New York City was asked for his
comment, IMr. Pickering was at a loss to glvo any explanation for the
phenomenon seen in the photograph, but suggested that a ststic explosge
ion in Mr, Wilson's camera was the cause. He added his firm belie?
that there was nothing "up there" to cause the image in the photograrh

The photographs were submitted to the photography department of
LOOK lagazine in New York; again no explanation whatever was forth-
comlng, only the comment that the photo was certainly unique.

£ vielt to LIFY llagazine's offlces, however, prompted somewhat
more ective Interest, Willlam J. Sumits, Chief of the Photograpnic
Leboratory, requested permilssion to wndertake additional study of
the paotographs and the film, which was granted with 1lir, Wilson, lr.
Munslick, Mr, Sumits' assistent George Karas, and others presenc,
Extremely hlgh magnificaetion of one portion of the negative (whiech
»23ulted in an area enlargement from the orlginal view of well over
5230 times) indicated the V shsped bursts of light were partially
j ~astrated Dy mysterious black Lars running on each side of the lmages
arallel to the line of objects, In some of the objects, these two
vlack bars formed what look like black pincers cloaing in on the
wlder part of the V of light, as though on plvots £t the narrower
1)01"'61011.

Mre Sumits strongly ruled out the possibility of eny typs of
static, after comparison with LIFE's files on all kinds of photograph-
ic statlic, He offered his conviction that the photograph was of an
actual object somewhere above the earth, speeding at tremendous vel-
oclvy, and apparently reflecting or emitting an intermittent light.
He suggested further Investigation and suggested contacting the var-
ious e2zencles conducting space and missile research.

7288 Ruth Lester, of LIFE's Picture Bureau, requested an enlarged

\ print of the original photogreph, along with the inltial renort on
; the czz:2 submltted 22 April 1959 by Mr. lMunsick., She also zsked to

be kept Iinformed of the result, if any, of more intensive future in-
vea ti:::i N8,

Jonathan Leonagrd, Sclence Fditor of TIVE lMagazine, erpressed a
complete skepticism aboubt the validity of the pnotograph, insisting
that the cause must lay somewhere in the csmera or Celescope; but he
repeated he hadn't the feintest idea of the real explanation. He
made 1t qulte clear he was totally disinterested in any such photos.

lir, l'unslck discussed the photograph with Prof. Ralph Van Arnem,

L

agtronomer and member of the Mathematics Faculty of Lehligh Unliversitcy
in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania., Professor Ven Arnam expreased surpriss
at the photograph and, like the others contacted, said he had never
seen anything like it before. He said he doubted very much thet ths
plcture was of any normal celestial object, but felt the phrotograph
was a true recording of something other than sa photographic or optic-

al phenomenon within the equipment. He, too, asked further informa-
tlon about any future results.

= =
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CONFIDENTIAL REPORT "MOON=OBJECTS" PHOTOGRAPH PAGE FOUR

Two theories have been advanced about the flight of the would-be
objects. One holds that the images represented two lines of objects,
the left-hand group arcing in toward earth and spiralling slightly,
thus explaining the slight up-and-down deviatlion in thc arc; end the
right-hand group angling in nearly a straight line downward and away
from the camera,

The second is similar, holding that if the photograph is actual-
ly a true recording of 34 objects, the left-hand group appeared to be
coming toward the camera in an arc while the right-hand group was
doing the seme but with a more obtuse path and further away.

Consldering the possibility of a temperature inversilon (although
the extreme clarity of the objects, thelr regularity and brightness,
would =eem to preclude this answer), the U. S. Vieather Bureau was
asked for information about the conditions aloft during the periocd 1in
which the photograph was taken (the photograph was not mentioned).

Mr. L. L. Meana, Chilef of the Public and Agricul tural Forecasts
Sectlion of the Weather Bureau, U. S. Department of Commerce, replied
from Vashington: _

"...we are encloasing a graph of the atmosphere from a sounding
teken at Tdlewild, New York, epproximately 7:00 p.m, E.S5.,T. lMarch 18,
Although there were no temperature inversions present, there were two
layers of isothermal charezter in the lower levels. There did exist
an inversion at the tropopause level near 38,000 feet and it is rea-
sonable to assume that similar condltlions existed over Denville, lNew
Jersey..o

"The weather observations taken at Newark Airport between 8:31
p,m. and 9:54 p.m. inclusive show generally overcast at approximately
12,000 feet with less than 5/10 cloud cover at 6,000 feet. The sur-
race visibility was 15 mlles with winds from the east about 10 knots.

"Our radiosonde balloons released around 7:00 p.m. would not be
lighted as they are followed by radar procedures. With winds gener-
ally from the west the Idlewild equlpment would have blown out to sea
end 1t 1s unlikely that it would have been visible by vou. The
radliocsondes released at Buffale and Pittsburgh could hardly have
- reaciied your erea until near midnight, 1f indeed they stayed aloft
F that long."

Enclosed is additional data and computatlions which give estimates
of the area and posslible speed of the objects when experimentel est-
images of the distance from the telescope are glven. In the table
and calculations, the "A-B Length" is the straight-line distance
perpendicular to the line of sight, betwesn the extreme outside
objects in the arc, and does not attempt to take into consideration
the erec length itself, nor any three-dimensional quslities.

ABOUT THE MOON

The I'irst quarter for March occurred the night before the expos-
ure wz3s made, or 17 March 1959,

Figures for Apogee and Perigee for the month of lMarch (indicatig
the distances at the farthest and closest) according to Sky and Tele=-
scope lMegazine, are as follows:

Date GMT EST Distvance in liles Diameter
Apogee 14 Ja 4a 251,800 oGt ogn
Perigee 26 Oa 4a 224,100 33! O8"
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COMPUTATIONS OF LINEAL AREA AND SPEED OF OBJRECTS (DISTANCES SUPPLIED)

If the dlstance is Then the A-B length 1s: The speed at 1/25
esbimated to be: sec. exposure 1ls:
4.8 leet 045 feeot 77 MPH

DO feet 091 feet 1.56 IPH

19 feet .18l feet .09 MPH

o8 feet 363 feet 6.19 MPH

76 Ieet 720 feel 12.4 MPH
182.5 feet 1.5 feet - 25 IMPH
305 feet 2«9 feet o0 MPH

61C Teet 5.8 feet 99 MPH
1200 feet 11,6 feet 198 MPH

% mile 23,2 feet 396 MPH

1l mile 46 feet #3t 792 MPH

5 miles 231 .8 feet 5,960 MPH

10 miles 46346 feeot 7,920 MPH

2O miles 1159 feet 12,800 17PH

SO miles 2318 feet 53,600 MPH

100 miles 4656 feetb 79,200 IIPH

oC0 miles 4,4 mlles 096,000 liPH
1000 miles 8.8 miles 792,000 MPH
5000 miles 44 miles 3,960,000 MPH
10,000 miles 88 mlles 7,920,000 MPH
50,000 miles 440 miles 09,600,000 MPH
100,000 miles | 880 miles | | 79,200,000 MPH
279,350 miles # 2000 miles 180,000,000 MPH

*Aosuming one object rather than more up to 354,
A+From one mile distant and up speeds are supersonlc.

#This is the distance of the moon.
o be moving at or near the speed of llght the objects would have ©o

nn about 7 billion million miles away, and span a distance of over 60
m.1lion million miles in 1/25th sec.

PERTINENT DATA ON COMPUTATIONS

The dlameter of the moon is 2,160 milea. The approximate distance of
the moon at the time of the exposure was 229,350 miles (courtesy of
Hayden Planetarium). Thq apprarent diameter of the moon 1s calculated
to bes ,04 degreess, or 34 . The size of the A-B line (see p, 4) is
calculated to be .50 degrees by comparison with the moon image, or

2,000 miles,

If the <biecct or objects are revolving to produce the sporadic imags
(agssuminz one continuous path) they are revolving at an average rats
of 51,000 RPM. There belng two facets reflecting the rate is halved,
three, the rate 1is 17,000 RPM, if four 12,750 RPM, etc.




