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November 22, 1958 TOAY il

Comnmending Officer,
Wright Air Porce Base,

**:)-

Onio, UsS.Aa

Dear Sir;

I an writing to report an obgervation of an
unidentified "flying" object 1n the event it may have
some significance. I fesel +here is most likely somne logical
ezplanation for the particular phenomena which I observed
out its explanation i8S beyond :1e.

At some time between 311:15 and 11:20 PM, Ras Tanura
time on the evening of November 20, 1958 I was with a group
of people on a hnouse 1awn located directly on the beach of
the Persian Gulf. One of the members of the party said look
at the falling star. However what we saw was nmuch brighter
than any falling star and was travelling absolutely horizontal
with the horizon in a general north-south direction. NoOT
knowing what it was OX its distance away I couldn'® begin
+o eatimate its speed but L would estimate it was less than
one minute before it finally disappeared in the south, As 1%
receded the light or glow turned greenish in color and finally
vanished. When it was directly across 1Irom us it appeared as
an extremely bright ball of light with a short tail. No sound
was heard so it couldn't have been anything close Dby.

All present agreed on what had been seen but no one
came forth with any good suggestion as ©o what we had just seen.

'or reference purposes 1 am a gsenior construction
engineer with the Arabian American Oil Co. Those Wil me who
sbserved this phenomena were 0Oy wife, Dr. and MNx
( . e Ros Tanura), Hr. B
in Kas Tanura), and Hr. and lrs.
e local en.ineering offices).

Tnope were otners present but those 1isted are the particular
snes who were 1in +he front of the house at the time this was
first seen.

This information is belng passed on for what 1t nay
be worth. If your people have any conmonplace explanation
for it I would be most appreciative to xnow what it 1is.

Very truly yours,

y e

rrabian American Uil
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l. The information received in MreeksREge.ter 1s very limited. However
it i3 the opinion of the ATIC that the phencmena viewed by this genbleman and his
ccmpanions was a firsball. A fireball is a meteor of uncommon brighiness, by

definition brighter than -3 magnitude.

o, Firsballs often leava a short trail, are sporadic in their origin and often
change color in flight. Study of these meteors also polnts out the infrsquency of ,
their occurenc2. Experienced astroncmers rarely see more than one in a lifetime,

3. Bescause these items are usually an initial experience they have a stactling
effect on ths oLs2rverse

Nk s S

]l Incl: | H, Ko GIIBERT
Ltr atd 22 Nov 58, Colonsl, USAF

.. AFOLI-LE

Rl e T e e I L e e T T b b Lt o ——

14t F O o
A"IT{) 7 MAY 58 0"06 PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS FORM MAY D USED, CPO 903344

- caryi g et}
l‘q‘l\i NN M et 'F" l‘l.--. "-..4 F'H{ St b T it AL AL A s



b, AR SN PSSR VY § NG RR Ry R e

raig 48 to acknowledge and thank you for your letier ol
27 November 1958 concerning en unideatifiad flying objzcet you
saw on 20 Novenber on the heach of the Persian Gull,

The information received in your letbter was limited buv
{4 is th2 opinion of tha Alr Technlical Tntelligence Center that
the phencmena viewed Dy your groud Wad & fireball. A fireball
o bolide 1a a maetecr of uncommon hrightrness, by dafinition

brighter thoa ninus three magnivuds.

Mreballs often leave a short trall, are sporadic in thelr
orizin and often change color in flight. A study of the neteors
pointad out the infrequency of thelr occursnce. xperienced
satroromers rarsly see more than one in thelx lifctine,

oo

rhank you for your interest in this maltier.

'
:Jil'l

{)

araly,

Leﬁdmm J » TACKHER

Yajor, BAF

meaeutiva Officary

Public Imfformaticn Division
Office of Information ervices
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