I. DATE

24 Jul 58
3. DATE-TIME GROUP

Local

S. PHOTOS
O Yes

¥O: No

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION

)) se
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

Extremely bright obj -5 or -6 mag (w/
j4dgr tail) obsvd by leading astronomer
cover arc fm 320dgr azimuth 35dgr alt
to 100dgr azimuth 20dgr alt.
thus S5dgr per second, almost too slow

for meteor,

" ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP $2)

827 Mount Time

GMT 25/03277Z

PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

2. LOCATION

122 CONCLUSIONS

O Was Balloon
Las Cruces, New Mexico R LRIy peee
& TYPE OF OBSERVATION O Possiodly Balloon
O Was Aircraft
R Ground- Visval O Ground-Radar O Probably Aircraft
O AirVisval O Air-Intercept Rador O Possibly Aircraft
A IDE

Civilian

8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE
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Was Astronomicel ‘C teor
Probably Astronomical |
Possibly Astronomical

B
Insufficient Date for Evaluation

Unknown

e

Astronomer)

11. COMMENTS
Confirmed meteor sighting,
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Report of Unidentified Objects

Sighted in Neichtorhood of Bsrmuda on July 15, 1958,
(PQ!" UeS.AF, Headquarters Wire of July 15,

These objeots were quite possibly fireballs or meteors
. (but whioch, would depend on size aend brightness which are not
™ 'desoribed)e If they vere large objeots, they could be fireballs
' and, while 1t would be remarkable that so many fireballs oould de
- poen In such a short spase of time (ten in half an hour), it 1o
not sutsicds the bounda of possibil 1ty.

~ Their varied and sometimes Oppuito directions would, of
,, oonrlo rmale ot any chanoe of them being comected with lny
4 linslo nomal Aartificisl satellite,

s .1t may be interen ting to note thaty we have three other :
i pecent reliable reports of ouowhat a.’milnr unidcntifiod objooto.
1‘ . a8 followst .

-
- -.._..; Las Cruces, N.N .my 25 0 27 U.T.

, Port.and, 51'0301.1 August 1 Og 26

- ouor was ot mentioned in the Las aruou oese., The Portland
objeet changed from white to red and vas almost one-fourth of the
moon in sise, 7The Chapel dill objeot was one-téenth of tho moon's

diqnsur and had a largse orange tail, Alil were travelling in a
- WOre Or .ess easterly directicn. ..

- g ¢ S -q__--p'-
‘ L]

" Alse of interest, for whatever tha ooino:ldonoo may be worth,
- 48 the faot that the two time intergvals between the lasd
' Barmuda westetoe-east sighting, and the Las Cruces and Portlend
obuwatima, have 8 coaron denominator, Of cowmon basie periocd,
of cbout 315 wirutar, 7ee Chapel Hill siphting cen also b -
4ncluded in thio time grouping if we use cna-third of this peried,
_ nanoly, 115 minvtos, a8 the common basic poriod for all throe
~© Santervals. (N.B. "$he Portland sighting time is only very
: 3 lppronuto) ° T . ‘ ' ket
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY

SECTION OF UPPER ATMOSPHERE STUDIES
IGY OPTICAL SATELLITE TRACKING PROGRAM

60 GARDEN STREET
CAMBRIDGE 38. MASSACHUSETTS

July 29, 195¢
(dictated o0
July 2€,195%)

Captain George T. Gregory
Air Technical Intelllgence Center
wright-Patterson Alr Force Base

P, O, Box 9703
Dayton, Ohlo

Dear Captailn:

T am on the eve of my departure for Moscow, and I am taking
the liberty of enclosing an itinerary so that you will now where
T am and, if necessary, cal get in touch with me at these places,

T honestly don't ltnow whilch of the alternatives to glve
greater welght to. ‘mile the artificial meteor hypothesls is cecr-
tainly a possibility, 1 do not favor 1t myself very much, I thini
really 1€ was a slow meteor, especially since i1t was observed 1n

the early evenlng.

Apropos of that, Dr.wcalled me just yesterday to
report an extremely bright obJject, The data on this is as fol-

lows: 3:27 UT (Zebra) July 25, 1058; 8:27 Mountaln Time, An ex-
tremely bright object about minus 5 or minus 6 (that is much
brighter than any of the planets) with a four degree long tall and
emitting sparks as it went along, was first si~Hed at Azimuth 320
degrees and altitude 35 and traver dezrees in a great
circle to about 100 degrees Azimuth and 20 de :

covered the 100 degrees in about 20 seconds,

per second, Dr. * a reputable astronomer;jKsays
his opinion it was no a2 meteor, but again it 1is a borderline case,

It is tgo fasgt for a satellite unless the object were a forelgn
object on its way down., For instance if the object were 20 miles
high, 1t was travelling at 2.7 miles per second, JSeveral people
saw it so there's no question of con{irmation,

W c— R ST —

T111 admit that calling everythlng a bright meteor 1is a very
handy thing to do but, until we have definite evidence that it 1s

something else, I would still rather favor that explanation, How-
ever, we should keep a list (and we are dolng SO here) of all these

very bright, slow-moving objects, because intelligence data at a
later date may reveal that some strange things were up there, It

* EO‘;S::‘ oanl \QA, ..J ‘)C\AL, ;

. /'(Wq.}' oA, “ én 5

4 | . A p-1 | -*r".n.'l_-' r-.‘7 "-':'._I'_J:. ' L Anias '-.‘. 'I-?":.." - m sl kg ".n-. ' "'.1'1. B L i ’
) Gl st B R by A= R it S e o R (R R e e R S AR B




