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1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12
- { , O
12 Jan 58 Spring Hope N.C./Salem, Va, g
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERYATION
Local _.9_9_?_9__5_:_5_?________ X% Ground-VYisudl O Ground-Radar g
GMT 12/0515 ’ 05207Z O AirVisuadl O Air-Intercept Radar O
5. PHOTOS 6. SOURCE i
O Yes ':[:11
13 No Civilia
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE 8
O
fewy secs one Yest
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

CONCLUSIONS

Was Balloon

Probably Belloon
Possioly Ballcon

‘Yas Aircraft
Probably Aircraf?
Possibly Aircraft

Was Astronomical MetTeor

Probably Astronomical
Possibly Astronomical

Other

Insufficient Data far Evaluation
Unknown

Rnd obj w/short cone trailing appeardd Although there appear to bhe

10-20 ft in diameter. The face of inconsistencies in statements
the sphere appeared greenish in colo of observer, all the character
the remaining portion appeared fire- 1St1cs maneuvers aete are those
red, The cone was abhout the same of a typical firehall,

length as the obj.
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HQ USAF, 11 Feb 58, Subj: Unidentifisd Flying Object, Salsm, Virginia,
12 January 1958
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Hezadquartars, Langlsy Alr rorce Basz & 836th Air Rase Croup,
Langley Air lorce Base, Virginia

TO: Comma.nder,' Air Defense Command, Znt Air Forcs Base, Colorado
Serings, Colorado

1 Incl
n/c

ADODT * 24 Ind - TEIAL 4 MAR 1988 -

HQ AIR DETFENSE COMMAND, Ent Air Force Base, Colorado Springs, '
Colorado 5 \

TC: Commandar, Air Technical Intelligencz Center, Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base, Ohio ' -
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FOXRCE
HEADQUARTERS UMITED STATES AIR FORCE

WASHINGTON

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF

3183T DISTRICT CE OF SPECIAL IN’VESTIGATI
LANGLEY AIR F%%%T_EE

Fila NOs  24=147 3 ' | 11 February 1958

SUBJECT: Unidentified Flying Object, Salem, Virginia,
& 12 January 1958
TO: Commander
Langley Air Force Base
Virginia

" This communication cohfirms information furnished -
Major, AO 421112, Intelligence Officer, 345th Bombardment

Wing, Langlsy Air Force Base, Virginia, on 3 February 1958, relative
to an alleged sight/;,of an unidentified flying object in the vieinity
of Salem, Virginia, ,

2. The 12 January 1958 edition of the Roanoke Times, a daily news—
paper published at Roanoke, Virginia, contained the following article:

“Stra.nge Objects Reported in Sky in /

o This Section” L angde
"7 wStrange objects in the sky-tTeated conicern in the Roanoke * -
Valley area early today. State Police at Salem received

a report from a manfyho reported a large object in the sky
with what appeared to be a ball of fire trailing it. He

said he saw it about 12:20 A.M. In additlion, state police o
raported that the object or objects had been seen by persons

in Floyd County and near Draper in Pulaski. Origin of the
strange object was not known early today."

3. On 15 January 1958, Special Agent JOHN R. McNEILL interviewed

vr. R, Route 3, Salem, Virginia. WP furanished the

following information concerning the unidentified flying object which
he allegedly sighted on 12 January 1958:

(1) Description of the Objact:

a, Apmir&’goml with a short cone trailing.

b, Appeared 1C-20 feet in diameter, the face of the

sonere appeared greening in color, the remaining portion including the

...ruling cone was fire red. The cone appeared to be a cone of fire»
ziven off from the object itself. The cone was about the same length

as the objsct itself,
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21st Distriect OSI (IG) Fila No:

Ce The forward part of the sphere appeared to be of gresnish
fire and the remaining part was rad in color.

de Only one (1) object was observed.
e. No formation of any type was noted.

f. The objsct was void of shape except for its roundness.
and accompanying cone,

g. A trailing cone of what appearsd to be fire about as long
as the sphere and was the same color. The face or nose of the object
glowed with a greenish color. . b

I\ | j,’_u_,..’ QC\....;L :
h. No sou.nd noted.

i. No other pertinent or unusual dstails.

(2) Description of Course of Objectz/

a, At 0020 hours, _l2January 1958, ob;]ect observed from living
room of residezce through:‘the . ad _west., Cbjsct

proceeded in a rap_id..rhourse westerly and disappeared after a very short e
period of oobservation,

ryr!

....9 /0::.——-3""3 D On SO
'

e Y Proceeding westerly. TN

‘ g .: p - v L ] -
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c. The object disappeared over mountains to the west of Salem,
Virginia.

d. Objsct althougzh not resembling a meteor, gave off a short
trail of what appeared to be fire.

—*_ P R
e —— — T —————

8, oSame as C¢ apovs,

f. Objsct observed only a faw seconds. 5 — 2°> ~ °

M——-—l—-—

(3) Manner of Observation:

a., Ground visual,
b, No optical aids used.

c. N/A

(4) Time of Sightingz:
a, 0020 hours EBT, 12 January 1958

b, Night“
., -

2‘{&"1!+7
Subj: Unidentified Flying Object, Salem, Va,, 12 January 1958 11 Feb 1958



21st District OSI (IG) File No: 24=147
Suoj: Unidentified Flying Object, Salsm, Va., 12 January 1958 11 Fab 1958

(5) Location of Obsarver:
a, Reslidence, Rt 3, Salem, Virginia,

(6) identifying Information on Observer:
a. NN -c- 27, e, Vircinia;

occupation - Buyer of scrap metal for Roanoke Scrap Iron and Metal Company,
Roanoke, Virginia,

(7) Weather and Winds-aloft Conditions at Time and Place of
oightings

Clear weather.

be NoO report from nearest weather station,

c. Ceiling = very clear, visibility unlimited.
‘d. Visibility unlimited.

e, No cloud formations noted at time of sighting.

f. No thunderstorms in area at time of sighting.

(8) No air traffic noted in area at time.
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Drawing of* version Lt Colonel,/US
of object sighted District Commander

ce: Dir CSI, USAF
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k ~PROVED 1 JUNE 1948

(CLASSIFICATION) - _ M
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+' ; “~UNTRY Us , J- REPéRTE_l_Ss | (LI'AVE BLANK)
AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

. SUBJECT
i Unidentified Flying Cbject
AREA REPORTRDIOMS o  e Rt T, C o Pl L e e O R 02 ot | et APt bk~ = RROM. (AQRCES € 1o WP

. y R e Bl .~ " |Hgq, 345th Bomh Wing, TAC, Langley AF3, Va

— e — B s e e e L s e e d— —

_ATE OF REPORT | DATE OF INFORMATICN EVALUATION
' 3 Fsb 53 12 Jan 58 F-6
ZZ7ARED 3Y (omcm SOURCE

Clarke E. Johnston, Major, USAF = . = |Hq, 21st District OSI, Langley AF3, Va

L.‘

B e I o e

o g men wn cl  —— - o -

+ IFZRENCES (Control number, directive, prerious report, elc., a3 apphcabte) TEEH ‘ |

. AFR 200-2, L2 Aug34 0000 . .

-?"'M-RY' (Eﬂuf concise mmmm of repwt Gln cwniﬂcmcsin final one-sentence paragrapA. Lut indmrn:i;;;kﬂ Begm ¢ext of rtpm‘; ?m";;’ﬁi'orm 112—Part I1.)

: : 1. On 12 Janur,r 1958, tho annoke Tinu ea.rried an articlc stating that an

: un'ldeu_bi.fied ﬂ.ying object had been seen early that mming near Salm, Virgnia

: A, : ‘ -
; az. Thil ofﬁ.ce requstad Diatrict Offico 21, OSI s Ianglcy AFB, to invest.igat.o
l *"'f‘ Roporb is mhitted on obsoloto AP Forn 112 because efforts t.o obtain

i e.m'r.nt forns have been unsuccessful, e :
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PROVED 1 JUNE 1948

H’q,r 345th Boab Wing (TAC)
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l. On 15 January, Special Agent John R. McNeill, DO 21, OS5I, obtained
the follom.ng 1nformtion from an 1niividual wWho stat.ed he had a2en the object.

On 15 January QS urniched the
rmation concerning the sighting,

in the sk:r above Salem on 12 Ja:mary 1958,
following i

‘l) Desczd.ption of Object.
(a) Appeared roun:l, with a short cone tmli.ng.

.I

10-20 feet Mameter, the face of the spnere

b) Appeared

en:ldn

- The cone appeared to be a cone of fire given off from the-

‘object 1t.sel.t. The cone ns about t.he same 1enght as the object itself,

L] "ﬂ # "..- = }& f

( e) . Porward prt of the sphero appeared to be of menish

-+"3J*rr"‘ ""f'.-

'ﬁre a:ﬂ ‘the rmaining part was red’in color.. . -

ht ‘--Jr* e

-I"I.

(d) Only one (l) ob;)ect observed

;: , '_'.;:¥£ | | |
' -" i..h_ " : i . _1' '-"r"'
TR (o) Tho object was void of shape ezcept for roundness and
i 1: Y- - L'~ % .:';‘ g "
5% (f) Seo above. L G N S ARt o
WA e v, ‘, :.'1....1-I | _ Hs
'Lf,, ."l. ’

. ' i . i ’
- . od ' -
-l s @ h-.-’-_-‘hi-h ‘h{ H el

PAGES

s Bt. 3, Salem, Ya., advised sighting a glowing oa,j-sct

' colm‘, the remaining portion including the trailing cons,

ek ("-) A trailing cone of what appeared to be fire abcmt as long

The face or nose of the object gloued,
r‘(/______ —D_( 1% LL‘L,-/ -.__& n:i‘.a.luxw o : -,.y&'“‘iﬁ i

R Tt TR R 01, si;fii') Pl o S
*’*’:ﬂescription of Coursa» of -Object: -

as the same color.

aa t.he spbere
_with a«-greenim eolo

+"l-r_--'-- -

:-.+

-1’ L = d .
¥ 1 mmhw‘_wh- m, -ﬁ?,;‘;- M(z)

_-l' - -

-f' ﬁ"é{ h'it.'b-.“(’ﬁ-,; kE . 2 % A

(a) At 0020 houra, 12 January lﬁs object was obserysd ,trom
throngh.the.Lrop

living room of residence, * idow which faced “west, Object
proceedéd™ ih & rapic ‘course westerly, a.nd disappeared after a very short

perioed of obaemtion.

(b) Proceeding weaterly.

(c)+ :he object; diaappe_ared over mountains to the west of

S‘lm, Va."

tra:ll of what appeared to be fire, ' [

- _'___:4-*;: . -. '; “ | \\ C_ h'_‘mﬁ " . . 4 J | ‘.
e (.) 360 CDOV‘O.‘ JRe Yl ek | .

I'l.l‘

e éd) Object although not resmbling a mtoor gave of.f a short

- < (£)+ Object observod only a few seconds, . , °F } =

s AL 4 i\ ' - Nk

Manner of Obsamtionz - b
(a) None | |

(3)
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(h) ‘Tine of Sighting' i
T (a) O®O hours, EST, 12 January 1958. ' /2_:Z .
. - (e) Residencﬁ front ‘room, 1:171“8 room, Rt, 3, Salem,

Through fronl'. window. Viewer's age 27. Occupation, buyer of scrap metal for
the ‘Roa.noke Scre.p Iron a.nd Hetals Comparq, Roaneke, Va. .. -
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(a) None observed.
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THE ROANOKE TIMES, Sundaq,_ Jan. 12, 1958,

__m_ Jects RBE ed _ﬁ in This Section
: Strange _objects in the sh;r created conc'ern in the Roanoks Valley area ear];

'
_hl
Ii-_

J-'

State ’anée at Salemreceiveda 'i'eport. gmm a man who reported a Large
,object i.n the. slq' td.t.h uhat appeared to be 2 ball of fire tra.iling it.
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Ho uid ho aaw it ahout 12.20 'a. .

ﬂ In a.ddition, state polico reporbed that the object. or objecta had been seon
by;persona in Flnyd Cc:unty and near Draper in Pulaski.
Origin or the s't.range object. vas not known
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2h February 19558

nau-m-‘

i S Tour letter ddreseed to the Pbrehead leeta.r.um
Lo concerning a sighting of an unidentified flying object
© - en 11 January 1950 has been referred to this office for

L0 Your sighting has not been conclusively identified
R based upon the availahle data. However, your report

st will be used as part of the Alr Nree's eonuming
=,. T study on minl pm

 For your information I am inclosing a copy of the
" 'hMWctMmMMmMMJGﬁ:

'Iour interest and prompt reporting of this sighting
are appreciatad.
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LANEENCE J. TACKER
Majoxr, USAF
Executive Of'ficer
Public Information Division
Office of Information Services
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5 BAEK-SAFIS-3
YADER-ZAF TS -1
t' I.J.L \..'.n{"D.:\.FIS-3

ce: Mr. NSRS < )orehead Planetariun,

Chapel Hill, North Carolina
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Suzzested reoly to
1. Your latter to the Morehead Planetarium has been

refarred to tne Alr rorce.

. Jfour sighting has not benn conclusively identified

Your report, however, will be used as a2 zxekx par

of our continuing study on aerial phenomena.

Your interest and promct reporting of the matter

is appreciated.

» (Suggest sending attached summary and DOD release
to 4P and copy of letter to Jenzano.)
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The Morehead Planetarium, one of the
six Zeiss planetariums in the western
hemisphere, and the first on any univer-
sity campus, is open for performances
every evening at 8:30; 11:00, 3:00 and 8:30
on Saturday and 3:00, 4:00 and 8:30 on
Sunday. The program ‘is changed fre-
quently . . . There is always something
~ew at the Marehead Plan~tarium. {[The
Morshead Building contains, in addition
eo the Planetarium, the permanent Art
Gallery in the Rotunda, and other gai-
sries devoted to temporary art exhidits.

~Also, there arc halls for scientific exhibits.

TThe 33-foot Copernican orrery, one of
only two such installations in the world,
is a particularly impressive mechanism.
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NIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA
HE MOREHEAD PLANETARIUM

CHAPEL HILL, NORTH CAROLINA

January 17, 1958

Dept. of Defense

Air Technical Intelligence Center
Washington 25, D.' C.

Gentlemen:

Enclosed, for your examination and correlation is a report
recently received in this office.

Your reply and comment, if any, will be appreciated.

Cordially,

THE MCREFFAD PLANETARIUM
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