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2. LOCATION 12 CONCLUSIONS

1. DATE

Was Balloon
15 December 1957 Elmendorf AFB, Alaska grobqt:y ga“oon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVYATION HESL N WL Oon
S O Ground-Visual O Ground-Radar gf:»:ﬂf;'ﬁ'm 5
GMT 16/00402 XX Air Vi sual O Air-Intercept Radar Possibly Aircraft

X Was Astronomicol
Probably Astronomical
Possibly Astronomical

D Yes |
3k No

AL h

oco ooRkR 000 000

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBE OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE 31 | ARG L, e B A L RV
Insufficient Data for Evaluation
Unknown

8 secnds oNne down

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

Round, brilliant blue-white object, Undoubtedly a meteor from the

size of silver dollar, Similar in Geminids.shower,

appearance to falling star or burning
magnesium flare., Approx 2 ft in length,
was falling straght down and appeared
fuzzy at the edges. Trailed black

smoke then burst into yellow flame &
appeared to disintegrate,
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B, NEGATIVL
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3. e AIR-VISUAL (
Ee N/A

F-102A, 38,u2¢¢ FEET, NORTHEAST, EEL

e Al 16 50432 DEC 57 P29 — [0 = /Y9 C

¢ AIRECRNLZ, 38,ad¢ FET, APPRCXIMATELY 75 WMILES S, W. CF ANCHORAGE,

{ ALASKA | . ‘ ¢
l ¢4 A% NZA

| PAGE THREFE RJKDAG 167 ' (

' o RAYDNCND M. VISCARRA, 1/LT, 317TH FIGHTER INTERCEPTOR SQUADRCN,

E 7. B¢ NEGNTIVE (

Ee NCT XKINGUWN

.' 3 ] L i
Jy L PP R
= e
x0T

TIFER A ”.. o 'l:..i 3 ;t'_- I, JLAE ;-'-__:-1 g-. 3.t (L el it e )
e ﬁﬁi%ﬁ%w—%ﬂ%hﬁﬂ.; T A Al e i i R s R e



S B T 1 T T D N T A O e T s A T R i B T TSy e T

s L 00 77 o 1 Lo Bl o 8 | vOg Curir TTFLL L
De CAVU AT 38,44 FEET (
E. NONE

L C
Fo NOI‘%E
(8) NONE - C
(S) N/A
i C
(12) NCNE \
(11) CYRUS L. BROOKS, 1/LT, USAF, INTELLIGENCE CFFICER., LIEUTENANT C
VISCARRA IS A VERY RELIARLE CFFICER AND FROM HIS DESCRIPTIOCN

O

AND MY LIMITED KNOWLEDGE ON THE SURJECT, I WOULD JUDGE TEIS .
SIGHTING TO BE A METEOR. W C
s 7 C
I . A 2 /
18/233SZ DEC RJKDAG Q W g S '

CW-CAQM i

e - ———— — s Wy Wi T . — i ———




.

el WA &

=

N ‘-M'.f;-t

ASTRONOMY

Venus Is Christmas Star

the Christmas sky.

By JAMES STOKLEY

» This vear we will have a real Christinas
tar. The planet Venus, which has beea - |
creasing in prominence during the auunna,
w_:ll be at is greatest Deilliunce on Dee.
g

\trer the sky gets dark, around this date,
Venus will be blazing in the southwest,
qnod 1t follows the sun beiow the hanzon,
more than three hours larer, But even this
Will not be the full extent of the displav.
O tae ch, the moon, in 4 crescend nhase,
three davs after the new mood, will rass
st to the north ot Yenus While he
Josest approach comes, for Americans, Jur.
g dayhgh? hours, they will snll he o
wogether that evening, Chrisnnas sve, divd
will form a striking badkdrop for the
carolers singing therr Yuletde greetin ly.

V'enus 18 the onlv planet that can be seen
well on December evenings. Om the seventl.
\Mercury is farchest cast of the sun. nd
xill remain briefly in the southwestern -ky
frer the sun has set. Possibly, if you have
1 very clear view in that direcion, and
look closely, you can get 2 ghmpse ot this
wnermost of all the planets, but this 1y not
ceally a favorable nme to see _Mercury.

No planewss appear oa the accompanying
viaps of the December evening skies, oo
vhese show their appearance later in the
cvening, after Venus has set. They are
Jrawn for about 19:00 pan., your own kind
und of standard time, on Dec. |, aid an
hour carlter at the muddle ot the nonth.

in the woutheast there is now visible U
hrilliant array of stars which make the skies
ot the winter eYemng so beautiful.

Dog-Star Is Srightest

Brightest of \iese stars is Sirius, the dog-
star, part of Canis Major, the great dog,
hown near the horizon. However, its low
Jlntude causes a partial diminubon of s
light. Later in the mght clunbs higher
1 *he wonrhern sky and is rhen even nore
CUNSDICUOUS.

O)a the astrononier's scale of star bright
hesses, Sirius is of magnitude minus LA,
vhich incans that it exceeds any other st
Mat we can see in the nightime sky. Com-
sared to Venus, however, it s relativelv
(int for the magnitude of tnat plapet i3
ninus 4.4, Venus now s nearly 16 hme
s Hright as dDirnus.

Ahove Sinus, Orioa. the warriur, My e
cen. 1o s Zroup are (wn DORAC itars of
the “Rrst magnitude’”: Berelyeuse, 10 the
lets, apd Rigel, 2 little lower and m™ the
right Between them o a row of three
fainrer stars that form Ornon’s deit |

Directly above Ornion s Taurus, the bull,

i r i ’.h.ﬂf.‘“_‘_‘. ol s w&'ﬁ'.- *:..'-. L] -.l ,". 2 ‘ il - 4 l.r.' -
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with Aldebaran as the brightest siar: dis

idennty.
the

incldy red in hue, it is easy [
To the left of Taurus s Aunga,

 charioteer, with the star Capella, another of

the hrst magnitude.

Descending from Capella, we cone o
Gemini, the twins, with the stars called
Castor and Pollux, of which the latter is
the brighter. Aad berween Gemunt  and
Canis Major stands Canis Minor, the lesser
dog, with Procyon as the brightest star.

Over toward the southwest are found
the retnnants of the constellations ot the
Jutunn  evenings. Near the horizon, a3
hown o the maps. or higher if it s cacher
n the evening, 15 Vega, about all that 8
«cew of Lyra, the lyre. Above and t the
lete is Cvgnus, the swan, with ~ Deneb.
While Vega and Deneb bnth are first mag-
i cude stars, their low altitude makes then
Lok 131 rer. |

Awut 3:30 2. m., at the beginning of
Yeceinber, and 1:30 a. m., at the end,
inowner  planet, Jupiter, appcars in the
wutheast, in Virgo, the virgin. It bright.
ness now is just about the same as that
of Sirius. Mars, of the second magairude,
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ARS IN ORDER OF BRIGHTNESS
O ANNERSE

rises later. about two hours before the sun,
in Libra, the scales.

If, on Chrisonas eve, when the cesceit
moon is standing neacby, you look at Venus
through a telescope, you will find that 1t
aiso is in 2 crescent pbase.

Croscont Venus

It will not be quite as thin 3 crescent as
dl.at of the moon, but more like the moon
sxne two days later, or about five days after
11 1S New. ¥ IR

The reason for the lunar phases is found
in the fact that, as the nmoon revolves around

and us:
away and we see nothing. But a few days
lateg, as the moon sWings astward from
the direction of the sum, it remains in the

western sky for a while afrer the sun has

wt A narrow shver of the bright half then
appears
swings sull

full mwoon.

This tikes about two weeks. During the
next two weeks the changes occur in reverse

order, and the moon 18 new once again.
Something similar' happens to

v +9

. WEST )

o us, as a crescent. Then, as it
farther away from the sun,

half, threequarters, and fmaily ail, of the
sunlit side is presented to us, bringing the

Venus.
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L.ike tha moon, 1t has no light ot 1ts own
but is iluminated by the sun, so that one
half s bright and the opposite half durk.

Last Aprd 14 1t was out beyond the sun,

withh the enure bright hemisphere turned .. M;T, AR® thres for PIT.
earthwards. Since then it has been moving . % |

and is now comiag between the earth and
sun. Thus, most of its sunlit hemisphere is
rurned away, and we have a crescent phase.

On Jan. 28 it will be, nearly, directiy
between us and the sun, and this will
correspond o newthoon. After that it will
become a crescent again, yisible in thc
morning skv before sunrise.

Unlike the moon, Venus is always so
{ar away that only through a telc.-.mpc arc
its phases. visible,
The phases of Venus differ fmm \hon ok
the moon in another

As the moon travels around the earth, its
Jistance does not change very greatly, only
from about 221,000 miles to 253,000 miles.
- Thus there is na great change in its ap-
parent size, and the diameter of the full
moon is about: the same as when ¢ is in a
narrow crescent phase. But when Venus 1s
full it is out far beyond the sun, about
661,000,000 miles away. Just befnre Chrise
mas it will be less than 40,000460 miles
away, and on Jan. 28 its distance will be
aboue 26,000,000 miles. Thus, as it gets
near the “new”™ phase, it s much larger,
seemingly, in the sky.

That is why it i3 brightest when 2 cres
cent. Although less than ha't of the bright
side is visible © ws, its promimity more
than makes up for this, and the put we
can see fills the largest area of the sky.
Then it is at the greatest brilliance.

On Dec. 21 the sun, which has apparently
been traveling southward in the sky since

last fune, reaches its southernmast point.
This is the winter solstice—the beginning

of winter in the Northern Hermsphac—md -

it occurs at 9249 p. m., EST.

At that moment l:he sun will be directly
point near the eastern edge of the
Arunts Desert, which 15 in Amsmlia, on

the border brtween Queensliand and the.

Northern Territory.. In Australia, and other

mdunMu,tbemumllbehngh

in dn-sky,mrbn'wmsbet!ml-

'c.muemmm.umm

Dec. EST ~ -

3 6mpJIl-AH4MH&Pm)
at minmam bnghtness,
? 1:16 2am. Full moon

3 mm,.m &Mnnhr wie of sun, dis- - ..

1,730,000,000 Mules.' «
3 ecarlyam. Gmmsd mctedr shower, ' me=

teofs appafently radianng [mm_

consteilaton of Gemunn
Mooa neasrest, distance 330,100
miles.
14 33:4% 3a.m. Mbona in last
16 :2:57 p.m.. Moon passcs ]
13 21sam. Algol at mn Pk
31:90 94, Moon. N
0 i1:0¢ pum. Algol Y p
25 1:13am. Jew Moon. - '
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27 11:00 p.mi. Moon tarthest, distaice 251,300 =
meies. _

28 121:53 p.m. Moon in first quarter. ¢
Subract one hour fur CST, two hours for

Y

« Scionca News Latter, November 22, 1937 F.“

e S -
r “‘._,* 3 - ) PO Gt S s $° By PR P S, A B G S

.
o g - =

.\,
" k|
e —

— — e — -




NO €33 (INFORMATION ONLY)

e Y TRENELTY B

SO CE /C'A;V/ﬂ; SpocExS! iRy §5

MYSTERY SKY OWJ¥CT

The OPP is investigating an uid-

dentified “flluminated obiect’ which
darted over Eatonville 30 miles east
of Chatham, Ontario, Canada, Dec.
12, 1957, It was headed in the direc-
tion of Windser.

Witnesses couid give no explana-
tion of the atrange sight, but said
the phenomena was ‘“much brighter
and lower than any star.”

Tt was first spotted about 7 p.m,,
by Mrs. Robert Moore of RR 2, near
Bienhelm. She said it drew an arc
over Eatonvilie and continued in a
westward direciion. o

“At first T thought 1t was a star
but it was a hundred times brizhter.

“It was the size of a football and
appeared quite low In the =ky.”

District radar units reported
neight at from 35,000 to 40,000 feet.

Const. Ted Wickens of Chatham,
and John McPherson of Ridgetown
OPP were sent {0 the scene and both
saw the object. |

Wickens said he saw the cbject in
flight for over 20 minutes.

“It was far 100 bright for a meteo?
or star.”

Telephone lines into OPP head-
nuarters in Chatham were {ammed
with calis from persons who sighted
the object and o7l cdefense units
from as far away as Peterboro.

O —— i —

12Dec 57
Chatham, Canada
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NO CASE (INFORMATION ONLY) 13 December 1957
SOURCE s FLYING SAUCER MAGAZINE Ce3gmeEys, Illinois
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AM, a atrange light- was seen over

- Belleville, Illinois. About 6 miles
southeast 13 located what is known
as Scott Alr Base (Army Training
Base). The time that I had the
pleasure of seeing “object” in ques-
tilon was about 8:05 A.M., hovering
very stationary over Coll.lnville, I1i-"
nols which city 1s located about. 6
miles North of Belleville, - |

. At this time, the sun shown so
clearly upon the “obj ect” (sunrise)
that it appeared.:as an. intense -
SILVER light. It appeared as you
would hold a silver dollar at arm’s _
length edge toward you and tilt it -
slightly showing 1its- bottom- side. ;..4
Our Government reported thh u
o weathor banoon. i R TS
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DATE LOCLTION OLSER'ER IVALUATIOLT
17 l'estchester, New York Insufficient Lata
17 Atlantic Ocean (B of Ber: nuoa) -Militesry Air £stro (v""T"‘OR;
17 Colorado Springs, Colorado tstro (VETI0R
17 fruita, Colorado UNIDINTISIED
17 Seffnsr, Florida Insufiicient Data
.18 Atlantic Ocean (W of Gibralter) M 1itery Rir Astro (METZOR)
18 " Oklzahcma City, Oklahoms dlverait
13 " Yacima, Yashington Astro (METZOR)
19 Perperell AFB, Newfoundlanc h;lltary'Vis & RADAR  Dalloon
19 Cznal Zone, Panama 2 Astro (IZTEOR)
.20-21  Teichung, Formosa Multi (8 sightings) Insufficient TLate
] 2L 57 . Vaverly, Iowa .- Aircraft
B 21°  laGranze, Georgis i Insufficient Data
‘7__, 21 - Day~or, Okio N Astro (LMETZOR)
i 21 ¥ansas City, Missourl - Insufiicient Date
22 Herioriskire, EInzland wabliRN Astro (METIOR)
! 22 Daytor, Caio SRR Astro (VINUS)
22 Atlanta, T=or:ls ] Astrc (VENUS)
22 Bill, Y-roming W tstre (MITSOR)
23 Sez2 of Jzpen (Z of Viaiivostox) ¥Military Air & RADAR - Insufficient Data
24 Mariette, Jecr.iz -‘ ~ kstro (LETZ0R)
29 20 Sowth Pres, Lo" 3 : Insufficient Datz
27T  Littleton, lew tstro (VENUS)
2T raliager, Texas Alrcraft
2f Clarxsvills, Icv S A — Aircraft
2 Liverncrs F2l1 : _ Alrcraft
23 Bligatetk City, North Carolin Vult fircralt
29 51 Pas0o, Jexna: Insutficiant Data
30 ew Oriszns, L Insuflicieat Data
R Parﬁviet. Celi Ealloon |
ol Dulu Yirnes Insufficiant Dste
ADDITIONAL RIPORTED SIGPTING: (NOT CASES)
DATE IQCATIO] SOURCE SV ALJATION
]
Dec Uni-erss ' Science llews Ltr :
15 38N LAarests, Lkrazll Hewsclipping
16 Ol¢ <aybrcok, Connecticut Newsclipping
21 ' Poata Poran, EBrezil Newsclipping
9 Lrarnsstown, iniev J2rcey ewsclippins

L

0
L >tociknolm, Swecen Space Craft Digest




