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Libya ‘  SECRET

countrvs. -
Subjacts ' UFOB's Detected Near Wheelus AB on ATIC #: 303680 , .

17/18 October, 1956 st LI DAL - AF #: 10L3041 |
‘Sources 633d ACLW Squadron and hB'Lst Fight-ar Rpto #3 IR=-1-56

Interssptor Scuadron - Agencys 72724 Air Base W:an Combat

; ' Operations Canter?
3et 1/1, Card 1/5 DeRe: October 29, 1956
' e Dolos October 17*“189 19%
' Eval:s B2

On 17/18 October 1956 within a three (3) hour period, commencing 2at 17/22172,
two (2) different tracks of unidentified slow flying objects were carried by the 633d
AC%W Squadron, Wheelus Air Base Libya., I'=C0D alrcrait made radar contact wita the
obj2cts and made repeated intercepts with the E=L weapons system through all phases
to 3plash without any visual contact being made by the F=86D pilots. No satisfactory
em.x..anation of these occurrances coculd be “determined. This incident is comsidered
:Lmortant bocause of the positive and repeated rada.r indications of an object in the

ailrle.

l., Description: '
i, Objects wers never sighted nsually. Both gave a bright return on

und and airborne radars p
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38t 1/1, Card 2/5

9, Description of course of objectss

i, Flight description and maneuvers:
(1) The Pfirst obi’act was picked up on the ground radar sScope at 17/

22172 October, 19%6, at NJPD 5047» The object maintained an approximate altitude of
9,000 f£set and hald a hsading of 2107 watil 23032 at which time, and at NJPD 2805,
the heading was changsd €0 170°%, Oround racar contact was lost once just prior to

+ha change of heading and final contact was lost at 2303%.
(2) Ths sacond object was picked up on the ground radar scope at 17/

23172 October at NJQD 0739, The objeci’s jnitial altitude was 5,400 ft. Altituds
at disappearance Was approximately 3 ,800 f2et.
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proceedad through to Splash with no risual conbact at anytime. When the unknown object
made its heading change to 170, ground radar contact was lost momentarilys
. v, Two (2} F-06D aircrsit wers diverted to Tae sacond objgcte At 23572
’/3lue 1, £flying at 5,000 faet, mads radar csontact on a heading of 050, F/Blue 1
wa3s two (2) nautical milaeas from ths rargat at the time of the initial contact, At
23532 F/Blue 1 got a Judy on a headiag of 0SCY cne mile from targete At 23592 F/Blue
1 zot a Splash. At this time tha objecl and fighter were 35 nautical miles from ths

oround radar on s bearing of CL45°. F/Blua 1 did not. get a Tally=ho. .
| (1) F/Blus.2, flying at 5,000 feet, get a radar contact at 23592 on

.1 neading of ]_00° at a distance of four (L) nauvtical miles bearing O42° at 32 miles
from ground radar., F/Blue 2 had a Judy when he was 32 nautical miles from the ground
radar ab OuW7°, a Spiash 3}y nautical miles at 05(0° from the ground radar. He did not

have a Tally=no.
(3) The last two intercepts were as follows: F/Blue 1 got a contact

at O0LBZ two miles from targel on a neading of 085%, (pearing from ground radar 0299
2t 28 nantical miles) a Judy one (1) mile from target on a hezading of 085°, (bearing
from ground radar 030° at 29 nautical miles) and a Splash at OO47Z (bearing from
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GORNNGERADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVAT

ATIC #: 303680
- - Rpte #2 IR=1=56

30 nautical miles), F/Blue 2 got a contact two (2) miles from
the target on a bearing of 090° (bearing from ground radar 029° at 28 nautical miles)
and a Splash at COLGZ (bearing from sround radar 0359 at 30 nautical miles), This
colash was the last radar contact with *he cbjact 9y any type radar, The altitude

ol both fighters on thase two 3 3 Neither fighter achieved

: release

£t just before each Splash the fighter aire
or between clouds, but never in a cloud. The

No evasive action was taken by

Comments of Preparing Officers

8« In view of the available data, no definite explanation for these
cojects can be made. One possible explanation is that the objects are flosks of

mLgratory birds. However, it is considered unlikely, in view of the 95,000 foot

that repeated passes of the
the course of the flock or disrupt it

System maintaining lock all the way
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. , ATIC #: 303680
Sat l/l’ Card 5/5 | Lib,.a Rpto #3 IR_1-56

' . ‘ : ' d improbable,
to a Splash signal on a target of this nature is considere 1
o .bop Bacause of speed of movement and weather conditions a temperauture

inversion i3 not considersd probabls causs of indicationse

BW/maf
February 69 1957

; .p.Y:-"A-R > YEARS. ' S _

YN 12t AT L v A e & |

/ DE 1‘&“;1"!\%'1‘?:&)3{..-? i"__'l :"'-::i-;i).l{) 2 e
*;_f‘(_}l‘. v e e B | | 2%

. 4 A e S ik an T ) O . >

[ ' . - i ' 15 — e Fir 3 i i ] +
N AT S TN DYV R s S ifw e 4 S St LI T e o T e s LR Ry s
] i - Lr. "'I:"_".l- -': 3 - --_ L - i 1.I B 4 - [ '__. - | S 'l.'.;u""_-_ .r r _—c § .F’ r_- .: -l i _. i e . _.-1-{ o & i
e RO 18 4 - | -=#'i_-ﬁ°-'-?1‘i”5:?'-'+'?='-“+§'ﬂu- H}-"ki:@"ﬁ%ﬁ-?*é;%%'f‘ S N L A P s e Pl e e i "'JJ '
sl B ASIS N R e = N L. i N Lo -




HEADQUARTERS - /9‘:‘{1};\ "
FOREIGN TECHNOLOGY DIVISION (<= 385
AIR FORCE SYSTEMS COMMAND R |
UMITED STATES AIR FORCE B wgee gy \r-',
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, OMIO %Z.hwg Ny
TR - LY
REPLY TO 7 \1‘7}@__ ‘!"‘::ta;( ‘Q‘tk?.r
ATTN 0F: JDIBED it
SUBJECT: Thoelus AB, Libya, 18 Oct 56 11 feb 65
101 W/Sgt HMoody
e fact that the visibility was 10 mlles and the pilot sew
nothing (visually) when he had closed to less than a mile 15
an indication that there was no material target; it scems most :
‘ ) _ : \ ' » . ' o
likely that some sudden change 1n the atmospheric characieristics - !
not necessarily temperature inversion as such - may have caused

the return. Birds can give radar rewurns, but we concur that birds would
be unlikely to maintain 2 glven course, ( or remain int he vicinity of
aireraft) for so long & period of time.
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