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1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS
0 Was Balloon |
June or July 1956 Warrenton, Virginia 2 ';""‘?E}V g"““"

3, DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION dadie’ flenodbiad |
PRSI ol o AN L e .. Sround-Visual 0 Ground-Radar [DJ g::b:l:;;fi‘i:craft l
CMT O Air-VYisudl O Air-Ilntercept Radar O Possibly Aircralt I

O Yes O Probably Astronomical
XH No Civilian (then military) O Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE X XOther ' 2 |
O Insufficient Dora for Evaluation |
S . O Unknown |
o~7 minutes 6 or 7 stationar | |
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS

[2tter written in 1958 regarding a Other (unreliable rpt: too old)

sighting in 1906 of lights that

moved around, <&irst impression %as

l that they were ground lights, Soft
i owing about 2 ft in diameter.
;
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sfal Scuwelzer's oifice is submitted
1ch to base a reply:

le Subject correscondence received Xrom Gel

for necessary action, wita the following

8, Source cannot give exact date or time, only that incident took place

sometime in June or July, 1956, L;

b. To properly solve any case, immediate reporting of the incident is

necessary for on-the-spot investigations, A matter of a few days' delay can rander
the investigation worthless. |
C. Cannot comment on the "Mineliin" lights and "Ghost" fire reported seen

in an Australian marsh, although the phenomena is typically characteristic of ball-
shaped gaseous glow, an electrical discharge,often referred to as St. Elm@®s Fire,
and associated with swamps and‘particujfarly if methane gas (CHIL) 18 in the area.

2 Copies of the report have been made for our files,

'l"-r,/ / f'f‘(. -/ Ltlu.l_l '(;\"{-"i':---
1 Inel. "He K. CGILBERT
Colonel, USAF
Ve Ok :
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Dear Sirs:

I a2m . very ashamed that I haventt written you before now, I'11 try to
be as complete as I can considering the lansge of time, however, and nerhans
the details will exnlain something of the delay.

i cannot Tix the(exact da.t:é - perhavs I could »in i1t dowvm by resgearch -
1 didn't make a note oI it because 1 felt sure I would remember., It was on
a Saturday night - that is Sunday morning of the month of either mid-june or
early July. I was based at ving Hill ¥arms Station - near {@arrenton, Virgini
- 2 Specialist 3rd class at the time - Army. 1 had been dating a zirl in
Rockville, wmaryland, and would hitch-hike or take a bus there every chance
I had - which was fairly often as our free time at the vpost was pretty much
our own, , |

One of my favorite nastimes has always been to take long walks, so *this
varticular night - having arrived with no money whatsoever in my nockets -
my camera case on my back =(loaded with color film and gfamera equinment -
my hobbie) a 1little too late to visit the girl - but with hones of seeing
her the next day - I had hitched a ride with a buddy who lived in Rockville -
-~ 1 did many things on a shoestring while I was in the army - wost of that

nizht I just wandered up and dowm the various roads in and zround Rockville -
ending uv on the road leading out to the girl's house.

The exact spot is in front of an o0ld house - now deserted - formerly
utilized as an old-folks home - until (as I understand) it was condemned -
this is on the crest of a small hill - and maris a decided dip in the roasd -
1 mas standing on this spot when I looked dovmn the hill to where I 'new a
house to be, I noticed a single light glowing - too large To be from a
simnle buldb - ¥ iy first impression of the light was that it was an anproach
inz automobile - but it was on such an angle that I wondered at this, because
it did not corresvond with the location of the roads -~ their beinz an inter-
section of three roads - (one main road gurving and a newer side road) -
the light was centered about where the crossing was - and a hill was just
behind the light - a5 1 watched it, it seemed to grow a little larcer - whic
made me wonder if it might be 2 flare - 1 watched for a driovping at the base
- thinking it mnight hHe an airforce maneuver of some sort - but T s2w none -
then the light rose a 1little with a slight swaying motion - and was soon
Tollowed by several other lights the same size and description - not quite
aEXaxfxxrexxoxti<ix as brisht as a flare would be and glowing with a shteady
white glowe rememberinz my training in spobting objects at night -« I tried
looking to either side in hopes of seeing anything that nicht be zttached %

t_,O

the lights making some sort of sillhouette, There was no indication. This
doesn't mean much, however, since the night was clear, but moonless - and
excent for the glow of occasional street lights, quite black, It occurre

to me to try for a »itture - but I Telt that with the movement of the 1lishts
themsel¥es - and tne low exposure of the color film - that it would be tine
better svent ohserving the objects than in getting out my varavhenalia =2nd
attempiing to set it up in the darkness - In all, as I remember there were
six or seven of the lights - they avpeared to be rising immediately next %o

a tree in tpge yard of the aforementioned house (two story - near the inter-
section) - I wondered whetkbBr they were some sort of signal system connected

to the tree -~ but they (assuming they were at this di stance) swavyed senerately
as they rose - as much as three to four feef from side to side - seeming tn
bob around slowly - they rose in a kind or order one above the other - until
the highbst 1lisht reached a voint a 1little above the heicght of the thee

1 connected the tree, hecause the lights seemed to show infront of what
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could see of the tree - it being 1lit slightly ~ 1o see a semi-sillonhette of
the unfer bramches. vonsequently I placed the lights in the yvard of the house
itself - I was a distance of avproximately 200 yards from the objects-

At this moint I remehbered reading an article some Lime oreviously in =
magazine I nicked up in a latrine somewhere - concerning similar lichts that
had been seen in Australia - unexplained but seen on various occasions —

(I 2m enclosing the article - as I have since relocated it).

These are described very similarly to what I sawe / .. ¥ ¥ |

—— Pl -",."'n-\_\ .f— A s o | A _.f PR .*,,; : '......__.‘; ; .._.:

Thigs was in 1956 - just prior to my severation., aAbout two in the "r'?z'”r_'i’:r-'iﬁi'r'l%":“

From -the crest of the aforementioned hill on which I stood I was facing dowmhil

- and could see the distant sky 1it by the lights of washington p.C, -

k
I watched the lights for about five to seven ninutes - I timed them - bhHut
have since forgotten the exact time - After this period of time the lishts ;

without dimming began to bob sideways a 1little more - still slowly - almost

erraticly = and began to settle - still one above the other back - seemingly

into the ground - There was no sound that I could detect during this - or

any other sensation thahA the lights themselves - After a brief moment, when

1 saw they were not going to reappear, I ran down the hill (I hadnt't up until

'I‘

this time, because by so dding, I would momentarily lose sicht of the licghts -
and thousht too, that they would be explained if I continued to watch them -
then I reached the snot where I had thought them to be, I looked about - there

was seeningly nothing out of the ordinary - I tried to detect any unusual odor

-as of something having been burned - but nothing of this sort nresented itself.

I Bnew from earlier ohservation that the mneovnle in the house had been there 2nd
long since gone to bed, There a was no sign of 1life - and I couldn't see
wakxing them uv to ask if they had seen any lights in their front vard - T can
see trvinzg to exnlain this to a desk-sergeant, 1 waXked back into towm -~ think.

gz of calling vou vneonle ~ Upon arriving there I found the onlvy thine open was
~. 1ittle coffee-shod - and the nrovrieter seened thouroushly convinged that I

5 & real no=goodnik - so I couldn't see asking him for a dime for the »hone-

1 - Also, 1 thouznt tThat It was probably something that could be exnlainéa

amy - and 1 was Betiing excited over nothing - 50 L let it 20 = I discussed
with various and sundry friends and acquatfitances - and finally felt that it
was Hrobably of 1little or no immortance, Aas recall," there wvmg at that tire
qQuite a stir going on concerning sightings from our hase and other outlying
ey nosts of strange highg flying green and red ligzhts - that unon i}_}*ﬁ}"ér;tig;g__
tion nroceeded in disanpear - 1 wondered afterwvard of the time connection -
bhul dismissed 1t from nmy mind.
the lights 1 saw were 2houtl two feel across -~ judging by the assuied diastance
and zlowed with a 5507t - glmost diffused light - white in color - and roung

L i

-

with definite diffusion around the edges -~ not sharp lik%e an electric >lobhe
gould be - very definitley round - almost as thourshk they were rice-maner
disks 11luminated from bhehind -

You can check any reference@ on ne you choose - 1 h=2ve & commlete ‘fonSecret
clearance ITiled wilh The ¥BI - and a good army record - | am not ziven o
sensartionalism, »er se - But this has bDeen on my conciengse for sone time -~ and
I felt that, at least, I should tell you about it, on the chance that wvou cet
another similar report, you can lend it a 1little more credence than you ‘r)rr;hably
otherwise would.

Horzive me for the delay in notifying you - There was at that time =0 ruch
cracknolt nublicity and general pooh-noohing of the *flying saucer” bhusiness -

that I Telt that I would be just taking up you time - Loy i*m not so sure -

oincerely yours -




'(Here is a covny of th- article 1 mentioned in rel~htion to the lighis - another

reason vhy I didnit ediately notify you - or {t e the lihtg geri-usly -
"I am not in the habit of reading these magzazines - but hannened to have Yent

this one)
from: FATE magazine (ANC) August 1953 (True stories of the strange 2and the
unknovn ((don't laugh)) )

. .- p H:*'::"':-L ;-*‘_ *‘i-;*; .4’\!,«\--'3-0
- of Australia -
vy

those of you who heve not visited Ausiralia may never have heard ol 1its
";Sin:-ﬁlntbigpht“ , a mhenomenon fanillar to nearly all australians. Visible
only a2t night, the “"win-.in pight" is a hugh Zlobe of brilliant light which
soars up from the w0 -ded horizon, travels ranidly over the Tree Tons for some
distence and then hovers, stationary Tor sone time, Ziving the observer the
eerie impression that it is watching himn, |
iio one has ever zotten close to the , "Win-uin Light", as the closer one

approachlas the further it recedes. A man wWnho has spent nearly 18 years in
western Australia states that nearly. every one 1in thot section has seen this
strance aerial lizht at one time or another and no one can exmlain it satis-
factorily. Avparently there is no legend associated with the "ilin-nin Lizht!,
and various queries have failed to exvlain how it recelived its name or vhat
the words “Min-uin" signify. |

One night a stockman, riding his horse, snied the eerie luminosity &and chase
it, In his excitement he ran his horse into a fence, was thrown vidlently
to the oround and died of his injuries. |

.uTe ulenville Pike, of .areeba, iorth Jueensland, australia, wikittes that he
saw a similar light, one nighe, iin the marshy country about 40 miles from 3T,
Lavrence, nn the central chagt of ‘Jjueensland, xafirxsz lle first thought it was
someone waving a lantern, hen he 5= it soar into the air and dance about
for some minutes, Tinslly aover 17 :
12 He gtroge © 1
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Larougna sriness tovards it and succeeded in getting

to within 20 yards of it. 1o him it looked like*"some huge glowing ball, hover-
ins seven or eight feei above the sround.” guddenly it soared to one side anc
besan a ::f:ﬁreating:, dancing motion over tThe DoLTy ;’;I‘Ound. iie Tound That the
lizht was leadingz hin into dangerdusly marshy ground and he stonoved, The lisht
also stonned, "hesitated” avhile and glided a2 1little nearer to him as thoush
tempting him to follow. iir Pilte pnreviously had been Told by a commanion that

a deep chasm lay just on the other side of The marsh and he Tood no chance of
falling into it. Az he started hack to his cammn the lighi{, as thousch} realiz-

ing it had lost, swevt over the chasn and fell from his sight,

wmen he returned to camp his commanion told him thait, according to the lncal
1ea;end," a man had "heen murdered many vears nreviously by being pushed into that
chasm and that his s»itit mersistently tries to lure newconers to the same
unlucky fate,

iare Pike states that a similar light is often observed near the remains of
an old inn beside the nearly deserted winton-poulia road on the treeless nlains
of West Jueensland, It is said that this inn was the rendezvous of drunlkords a
and thieves 2nd several nearby graves attest to the unfortunate notency of
the home-=brewed liguor sold there. Several years ago a young stockman observed
a stranze hall of light one night as he rode his horse nast the vlace on his
way home. He réined up and watched i1t for 8Bome time. He noticed that the
licht advanced and retresated but always returned to annroximately the sane lo-
cation., »rinally it came tovard him, Losing his nerve, the stockman dug his
heels into his horse and galloned frantically 21l the way to m»noulia where he
renarted it to & scentical molice=trononer, »Hut not loneo thereafter several
others saw the same curinus light, ovune was driving mast in his car, sa2w the

1900 oy s s £y 3 P oo .
light 2long the roag and zave chase, at 40 miles an h-ur. s 7 W
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light kept "just ahead" of him all the time and vanished vhen he annroached the
0old inn. AxEhERxX

axkkxex Another aAustralian "ghost light is secen 2 n*lumuly ot the stork-
routd, near Bourke, in northwest wew oouth ijales, It is osbgerved durins the
gummer moiths and drovers, already acquainted with it, will ot cann Hvernicht
in the area as the light invariably stammedeg their }m ~ars and eabtla :
astrous resultse.

amarently these mystery lights strike terror into the hearts of animals)
ifiorses steadfastly refuse to enter the gafeway over which a strance lisht dances
on a farm in north-western Queensland. T[he tenant is so accustomed to seeing
this licht, bobhing and hovering over the slip rails of the horse naddocl:
nearly 10 yargs frm his home, that he scarcely takes n-tice of it,

ThRe lonely region at the head of the murrumbidgee River, in new South .ales
is noted for the remarkable “Quiunnts uLizht," seen for yvears st regular intorvals
by ave- qtruc wmitnesses, This light 1s simgular in form, being like a2 bHrilliant.
ly glowing, imnmense eagle with wings fully spread. Some desciibe the light a

8.5
"a most nowerful glow.," It was first observed floating about three feet off
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the
ground among the trunks ol tThe loity gum-trees on the grazing vromerty of a
successful farmer named John Quinne, Some versons have shot at it but without

the least effect, Others have iried to avoroach it but, as though directed by
an obgerving intelligence, it aliways eludes them. One nicht a newconer to the
district was amazed to see this glowing, bird-like shane hovering over the
uoﬂintﬂad ne had iuqt bought, e dec3iared to the local noliceman that it hung

n fiid-air Tor fully 10 minutes, emitting a licht so bhrilliant that " it made
the xXkie nlace as bright as day". He was so frightenedit by this exnerience that
he "reglzoned it was time he macized up.”

Police~-trooper WeGenobdle wrote an account of the "Chost Fire" occasinnally

shgerred in this same district. As he was T1d1pg his horse along the lonely
stock=route, miles zaway from the nearos+ farm just an hour before day-break he
noticed a glow in the woods alongside the road., ne urzed his horse over and

got close nnﬁugh to see that the light actually was a fire "emitting a kind of
sulnhurous, incandescent glow" and that it was shooting Zlames up against the
side of a fallen tree.i iiis horse refused to an»roach the weira 1ight and reare
and nlunged in terror., sinally the horse stood stock-still trembling noticeably,
The trooper circled the area and sow no sigh of human life. ‘then the lisht
rvanished, wnoble dismounted and feltl the side of the fallen tree, It was not

charred nor in the least warm, ‘there was no sigh of ashes or burned wood on tne
ground, .e said thal he had often heard renorts of the “Chost Mre* bHut un %o
that tine had nlace no 2re"7r=nce in the stories.
Explanations of these strange lights vary. oome dec:
"will-o0'!=the-wisng, others say that thev are masses 0? 3
that they have nsticed uhngdor_gi_280°j;nj ras or netrol in
lishts. ant why, always, ds ‘t”l"" lizghts efLTde their :3111"'*”.*"'*"9"::
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€11, that's the artitle « I don't Iknow if theke is any relation between it an
My occurance jok # 40
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ured it out - in any event ité all yours
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