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T . UT0B INPEA CARD - A188.0P08.026-56 . .
. DATE et 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS

; Virginmda  |g wes Bolloor
1L May 1956 Air-Visual over So, Carolina and [O Probably Ballcon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4 TYPE OF OBSERVATION b T ARALELY, BRI ,
O Ground-Visual O Ground-Rador O Was Aircratt l
O Probably Aircraft |
lh/]-llooz May 1956 m Ail‘"yi suul 0 Ail’"ﬂf.fﬁﬂpf Radar O PﬁSSib" Aircroft .
5. PHOTOS 6. SOURCE O Was Astronomical .
O Yes O Probably Astronomical I
Y No AF THI/DER3IRDS 0O Possibly Astronomical |
7. LENGTH OF OBSERYATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE (- OFRRra  te BRI ] |
0O Insufficient Data for Evaluation|*
y : } . O Unknown : e
Thirtv-ive Minutes Cne (1) Stationary |
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS .
Cne (1) eylindrical object, the size of a A call by Sgt DeRudder to General Rogers.
nencil eraser held at arms length, silvery- Commander, 3600th Combat Crew Training
wnite in color., The edges of the orjzct Wing at Tuke AFB, revealed that the |
apreared clear and white as compared to the THOMDERBTRLES will be at Luke on 21 May
vackeround of the sky, The object appeared 56, at which time they will call this
on an azimuth of 75 degrees and 25 degrees he-douarters, Evaluation of this sightinpg
above the 30,000 foot level, The object did | will follow after investigation,
not disanpear, y
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PART ONE: Description of Sightlng by GaptTBillyﬁJ Elli.s »
3600th Air Demonstrajion Sqdn, Luka AZB , Ariz.

D.RT TWO: Description of Sighting by 1/Lt Robert D
Anderson, 3600th Air Demenstration Sadn,

Luke AFB, Ariz,

PART THREE:Description of Sighting by 1/Lt William R
Pogue, 3600th Air Demonstration Sqdn, Luke

AFB, Ariz,

i jghted
Ope (1) unidsntified flying object s
near Gastonia, North Carolina al 14/1410Z

J The
M Y 1056, ( 0910 CDST, 14 May 56).
:lj;fomti’.on wvas obtained from three ( 3)

] f this
members of the five (5) members o
Air Demonstration Flight, The other two
members wers unable Lo attend the

meating of the jnvestigator and other
s full report was given to

Major George Taylor, D/I, Bolling AfB,
Washinsten, DC.
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Demonstration acrobztic Pilot witn
JSAF Thunderbirds

2D JCATION: College Graduste, Gruduats of
Pilot Truaining

QUALIFICATIONS: Pilot
STATION: 3000ta Air Demo F1lt, Luks AFB, Ariz

II. Reliability: SOURCE was a young man with a nonchalant manner,
He seened to be 1in a hurry to get ths interview over and this may be
attributed to the fact he had already filed ona report, Howevar, he
seened to be a person of above averags intelligencs. Hs guave thought to
each question before answering and was sure of his answers,

III. SOURCE's Description of Object:

l, SOURCE was piloting an F-34F type aircrzft from
Eglin AFB, Fl.,, enroute to Bolling AfB, Washinton, DC, SOURCE's
attention was dirscted to object by other membu:rs of flizht and
observed the object for apnroximately thirty (30) mimites.

Z. It was a bright day and the light was wve=ry
brilliant and the sun was located to the pilots right. SOURCE was
flying over open country ian a mortheast direction, SCOURCE was looking
in a northeast direction when he first saw and last saw the object.

3. SOURCEZ could hear no souznd from the object and ths

color was bright and siiv¥ery, =Zdges of the object looked like a
bright star, SCURCE did not obsarve the object mcke any zaoparent

motion. -

L. SOURCE could not estimate the real size of the
object but compared it with & star as a common object. Zstimeted the
-ize to be that of a pea held at arms lengtnh.

5. Thils was the first time SOURCE had aver sesen an
objeect such as this. SOURCE could not determine the spped or distapce
of the object. SOURCE observed object thru sunglusses and the
windshisld of the aircrart,.

o, S0URCE was flying at 30,000 ft when obj2ct was firsv
sighted, Object disappeared wnen SUURC:Z descendad thru ciloud cover
for landing at Bol ing AFB. )

7. SOURCE stated that the object could possibly have
-¥e n2ar Stal'y, very luminous and appeare<d as a star; or
it was caused by phnencmPna of atmosphere whica anabled him To see
opnjact clearly or a star out of its orbit.

: - I | | :
2 Incls: 1, Statement by SOJRCE., 2. SOQURC:S Memory Sketch
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WARNING: Thie document rontains information affacting tha nationai defense of the United Stares within the meaning of the
Espionade Laws, Title 13, U. S. C., Sections 793 and 794. [ts transmission or the revelation of its contents in any mannaer £0 an
wnauthorized person is prohibited by law. It may not be reproduced in whole or in part, by other than United States Air Force

Adencies, ercept Dy permission of the Director of Intelligdencae, USAF,
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Incl #1, PART ONE, Rept 1D="/PCB-l
Statement of Capt Eilly Joe Ellils

ST AT EMENT

I was in a flight of five 5 (5) F-84F's enrouta to Eolling AFB
from Zelin AFB, PFligzht was conductad VFR at 30,000 % about SO
nautical milaes SSW of Winston Salem when the obj2cli was firsw
sighted. I did not see it until past Winston Salem bscause I was
on a diffsrent radio channel meking a position report, I saw Cais
object, which, was wery bright, and silvery acd lost sight of ii
during the descent to Bolling AFB, Renorted sighting to Base Uperations
Qr'ficer, Major Georgs Taylor at Bolliing AFB.

/s/ Billy J Elii
Capt U.:AF
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I. SUURCE: Booert Dale Anderson; l/Lt' USAF
#GE: 20
JUNIES: Mzhter Pllet with JSAF Thunderbirds.
EDUCATION: 3 yrs college and pilot training

STATION: 3000th Alr Demonstration Flt,
Luke AFB, Ariz

II. RELIABILITY: SOURCE was & young man of averagse
build, He apperaed to be of average intelligence., He gave esach
question asked by the lnvestigator, carsful thought and was sure of
his answers, The 1nvestizaitor considersd the information of the

SQJACE to be resliable,
III., SOURCE's Description of the Cbjact:

1, SCURCE was pilloting an P-84AF at an altitude
of 30,000 ft, clear sky, bright sunlight, weather: dry, temperaturse:
-30 deg C, SCQCURCE's attention was directed to objzct by another
membsr of the flight. Object was observad for aporoximately 30

minutes,

2. SOURCE was flying over open country and

obsarved the object for the first time wnan he looked in an
Northeast direction, Objsct last sesn in the saxre direction, SCURCE

wa3 wearing sunglasses and observed object thry the windshield of
his aircraft. No apparent motion observed. Objact apneared
brigzhter than background of sky and was vary sharoly outlinad.

3, This was the first time SCJRCE had ever seen

an object like this and ostimated the size to be such as a dime
held zt arms length, No apparent spezd to the objesct and the
distance from SCURCE to object could not be estimauted, QObjz2ct

appeared to be silvery wnhite in color,

L., SOURCE lost sight-of object as the flight
lst-down from 30,000 ft thru cloud cover in prepuration for
landing at Bolling AX¥B,

5. SCURCE states that the sobjzct could be
compared to a pezrl approximately 12 feet in dlameter suspended in
tha 3ky, Could have been a star, visible dus toO the existing

light conditlions,

2 Ihcls: , p
X, Statement by SUTACE
2. SO0UICES Memory'Sketcn
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Tnel #1. PART IWO, Rept 1D-UCE-1
Jtatament of 1/Lt Robert D, Anderson
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I was flying from =glin AFB, direct to Eolling AFB and at
30,0C0 ft and object wus called out by Ly Pogue, (We had a flight of
Pive (5) P=04F's). Within 10 mimates all of nus picked out the
cbject., (It was sighted about 30 nauticul miles SW of Winston

Sulem) (Approximatedy 9:10 CDST) It had no apparent movement and we
sew it until we let-down at Washington, '

- /s/ ROBERT' D ANDERSON
18¢ Lt UsaF
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I, 30URCZ: William R Pogue, lst Lt, ISAF & *%
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SDJCLI'ION: Colleze Graduate (B3 Math)
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STaTION: 3600th Air Demonstration T
£lv, Luka AFB, Arizona E:;"'-';i-‘f-"*

II, REILIABILITY: SCURCE was a young man of average '_;‘:;;_;_,:,:,,
build. He was guiet and very serious., He seemed to be of abovs R4,
avaraze intelligence, He took a great deal of time to answer the
quastions put to him by the investigalor and he was explicit in his _{}
answsrs, The information wecelived from the SOJRCE 1s considered &f*

rellable 1n the opinion of the investigutor,. § e
ITII, SCURCE's Description of the Cbject: f- :

_ 1, SOJRCE was piloting and F=34F at an o Vo
altitude of 30,000 ft, flying over cpea country, clear sky, wind P e

dirsction: SSW 30-50 kts, temperature: cold., OCbjact observed :
thru sunglasses and windshield of acraft for a period of 30 minutes, *

2. Object apnearad to be a sclid aurnd upoea.red Fo T
on S0URCzZ's right, Object was brishter tnan the backgpound of sky . oA
and similar in brilliances to a sunglint. JS0J2CE was looking in
a northeast direction when object appeared and wnen SCURCE last
observed object, f {5

; 3. Bearings from true North when first
observed 50 deg and 30 deg from horizon. Object bearing same
when last cbserved.

b, This was the first time SQURCEZ had ever

&
observed an objact such as this and estimated the size to be that By
of a pin head held at arms langth., Very sharply outlined. eal
size or distance of object could not be determined, SOUACE stales
that object appearad to be matallic or highly reflective substance RO

spherical in shape, Comparable to a large btalloon with metallic |

finish,
5. SOURCE States that he tainks the object _

was a heavenly body reflecting light. Cause: & balloen could have
teen stabllized in position for a period of time and would have |
nad to be at a great distance and altitudes %to malntain its relative !
scabla pesition, l o
i. | ) l ;
2 Incls // ', : l L
1. Statement by -SOURGE I
<. SCURCZ's Memory Sketch
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Incl #1, PART THREE, Rapt 1D=UFCB-l
Statement by Lt Williaam { Pogus

By

S 1
Dnring a creoss—country fligzht from Zglin AFE to Zolllng
Afg, 1 sighted an object at about 2:00 o'cleck position, Ws had been
airvorne approximately 40 mimites a2d were croilsing at 35,000 ft,
143 500, 4after first sighting the object, I mide surs it was not a
refractive glint from the canopy and then calied it oubt to leader,
I had some difficulty in properly describing its position so the
lsuder could see but in a few minutes the r:st of the fligat was
able to spot 1t also, It was relatively very small, held a constant
position, was circular or spherical and fully bri:liant over its
surface, although the suns rays could not have fully covered the
surface of the obdect which wa were observing, This ded me to
belisve it was (1) At extreme distance so that any illuminated
source as small as it was would apoear round and (2) A transparent
objsct i,e., Balloon, which would appear fully lightad.

§ e

/s/ William R Pogue
lst Lt JSAF
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COMMENTS of Preparing Officer:
Yone

COMMENTS of Approving Officers:

lo It is the opimion of this headquarters that this sighting was caused
by the planet 'Jenua .for the follmnng reasons:

.--.1.- "

At tha 'hime of the s:Lght:Lng the phnet. Venus, w]:n.ch was visible
during day]ighb hours in Hay 1956 was at approximately the same position as
the ob;]ect. o Ky 3 |

h. The objec'b was dembed by all observers as being like a tright
star. One observer stated that he felt the sighting was caused by a "heavenly

body reflecting 1igl:rt".- YT,

| -Although the obaervera' aircraft traveled many m.les during the
.nghting t.he object remained: statiomry, indicating that the object was at a
great dist.an:e from thq observu's.

do Winds-aloft a.t the time of the sighting coupled with the dista.nce
traveled by the observers' a:.rcraft would preclude the nosﬂ‘:ﬂ.lity of a ballocon.

Ce In a telephone conversation with this headquarbera Major J. Broughton,
Flizht Leader of the Thunderbtirds and an observer of the object in question, stated
that from past experience this sighting was not caused by a balloon btut felt that

it could have been caused by a bright star or planet,

-
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