PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS
ver . O Wos Bolloon
5 Apri 1956 airfield Utah O Probably Bolloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 0 Possibly Balloen
Local _ 0O Ground-Visual O Ground-Radar g l\;‘::b:bi;;rzfi’rcmﬂ
GMT__1Z72./C ¥¢Air Visval O Air-Intercept Radar D Possibly Aircroft |
5. PHOTOS . SOURCE IX Was Astronomical YENUsS
D Yes ;s DO Probably Astronomicol
KXo ilitary AF Pilot D Possibly Astronomicol

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE

~ R C 'h.f

J Insufficient Data for Evaluation

approx 25 minutes one erratic P DIEnD D
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS : | :
One object, no discernible outline or|Copy of prellmingry rpt attgched.
features, about the size of a base- Due to the duraton of the sight-
ball held at arm's length, Changed coy¥ing, the position gf_the UFOB as
lors fm blue to white periodically. compared w/the position of *Venus

First appeared to be, & identified as|at the time of the sighting, the
a blinking light. The object appeared|colors of the obj & the circum-
to be at 40,000 feet on an azimuth of|Stances of the sighting; the obJ
*290 dgrs. Obj appeared to have an in question was probably the
erratic course in the West, planet Venus,

% ment: Star Almanac & Ephemerlis plot indicate Venus almost pre
cAigIe ycoinxl'x position rptd, Files indicgte fixed bright celestial body
when viewed at high altitude, through a/c windshield, aEpears to move
or dance erratically, Generally due to slight "yawing" movement of

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP s2) &/C Ol 11LS aXeS,
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SUBJECTs Unidentifisd Flying Object Sighting

TO3 Commander

Aly Defense Command
Ent Air Force Base
Colorado Springs, Colorado

The inoclosed report of an unidentified flying object is
herewith farwarded in accordance with the provisiona of Air Force

Regulation 200-2—.'

1 Incl AILLIAN J, HALL
Statement (Capt Petit) Lt Coloael, USAF
Coxmander
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17 April 19%6

I. Thomas P, Petid, O@tﬂin, USAFR, A0=770390, do hereby maks the
following statement of the sighting of an unidentified lying objects I
have been a rated flying of flcer since March 1LY and have approximately
1300 total flying hourss 230 are in jet aireraft, I am presently assigned
to the 313th #Fighter Bowber Squadion (Raserve) abv Hill Air :drce Bass in
the capacity of Operations Officer,

On 16 April 1956 at approximately 1950 MST while on an IFR, 1,000
faet on top night £1ighs from Xirtland Alr Force Sase te Hill Alr Fores
Base at 37,000 feat, I sighted an mnidentifiad flying objects Hy position
ab the first sighting was inbound to Falrfield, Utah on a heading of 290
degresed direst froa Kirtland AFA, J had toe oojeed in aigndt Lo apdrose
irately 25 mimtes, The ovject was idemntifiad aza Dalng umknown after
torning off the coczlepilt lights and sliminating the possibility of interior
lighting being reoflected {iom the canopy, moving my bead around the cockpid
and checking my gun sight switeh in the OFF nosition, In addlition, ths
ohjeet inereased in gize and a2 change of color became more distine’ as I
drew closey; and the perespition of the odjach! s distinet movemenis Lecams
apparent, IIw color changed from very white %0 very blus rapidly but nob
in any standard sequenos, The ocbject was originally closely cosertved for
tas possibility of it being ampther airerafi, Aiter discerning that the
object was nob traveling either rizht or left and being in the 12 o'elock
position o ay line of flight, 1% was observed more closaly for the
nossibility of a collision covrse, Wrils inbound to Fairfield, ths objset
continued to prow in =ize and the sharpness of the color change increased,
Tha flight pattern of the object was very rapid ~ horizontal and vertical
within a small area with no set patterne It did not movo from the sawe
gensral area of the siry, After arriving over Pairfiald, Utah, I reported
the =ighting to Seld lake AX7C and did not pursus the object any further,
sinoe I wvas on an IF¥R clearancs, - '

REPORT FOREMAT AFR 2002

1. Sines it was night flight, no discernibls outline of the object
could be established, The size wuld be estimated i be aboud the size of
a baseball, The ¢color charped from brdilliant blne to a brilliamd white
periodically, There was only ors object, Tharo Jere no discerniblae
foatures, exhansd trails or obthey idemtiliabls fsatures emoepd the changing

1izhts and “he sirange H0vmenis,

2¢ The object wagy first noted as being a blinking 1izht and identifiad
cxroneously as bheling another alrcerafte Tho slavation would be ecstimated to
ke spproximately 10,000 feet on a haading of 290 dogrees from Fairfisld, Uiah
wand sonroximately over Vemdver, Utah, Thse flizht pattern mas from lefd o




rizat, horizmtally then vertically with no rsgular paittern, Ths speed
vould bs sstimated to Pe very rapid and certainly one which no alrexrafd
to my lmowledge could accompolish, The object dld w4 disappear untd.l I
penetrated the ovexrcast into Salt Laks City Radlo, The object vas in ny

sight for approximtely 25 mimutes,

3, The manner of observation was air to aizr, I was flying T=-30A,

Serial Hr 535097 at 37,000 fest on a hesading of 290 dogree: at an indicated
air speed of 230 X, EHoms station ig Hill AFB,

ie 'The sighting occurred on 16 April 1956 betwesn the hours of 1950
to 2015 FMST. The lizht conditions wers excellent for nights I was 1,000
feat on top and the stars and partial nmoon weres very brilliant, Itm -
however night and distances are very hard to accurately establish,

5S¢ The observer was inbound to Fairfisld, Utah from Xirtland AFB on
a heading of 290 degrees and the object was first sighted 20 mimrtes oub
of Fairfield (approximtely 120 nautical miles) and was leph in sisht until
crossing Fadrfield and turning %o a heading of 343 degrees inbound %o Salt -
Lake City and the pemetration started,

6., Thomas P. Petit, Captain, USAFRss, 313th F:Lgxtm‘ Bomber Sguadron
(u.a.;em) » Operations Ofilcer; Pilot, 12 years = 235 jet hourse

Te Weather reported by Yendover Air Force Baao. on a telaﬁypo' ab 1930
Hours, 0 7,000 broken, 20,000 broken, 20 miles visxibility, Winds
Noxtheash at 10 X

Noxth
Raln showers, mknowm intensity to the West Southwest,

2030 fHours M8Ts 7,000 Ixvoken, 20,000 broken, visitility 15 X, very lights

rain showers, Rain showers began at 2020 Houra, wind, Wesd Horthwest at
11 X, Winds 6,000 Zset, 20 degrses, 1l0K. Winds 10,000 £e2eb, 350 degrees
at E: Xe Winds 16 000 feﬂt, 280 degrees ab 15 e Wlnxs 20,0('!) f@et’ 260 |
dﬂm ad 15 ‘f. ’H’:Lnda BO’W fﬂt, 260 mﬂ ad 2_'2 K. Winds hS,OOO fm’.;
270 degrees at 30 X, - |

Cowervst s nocownt of weather condibionss, Tisibility unlind ted)

solid cloud layer, approximtely 30,000, 5,000 faet thiclk over ths area
in7olved, Salt Lake weather bDioken, Pilot wvmd VFA ad aprroxisately

2L, 000 feeb after penetration,
8 None kﬁ:ﬂ-

Jeo

None
Unincwny but object could not have been amther zireraft,

1iese iInicaosm.




