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*1 7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION

PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD
1. DATE 2. LOCATION
22 Feb 1956 Hampton Sydney, Virginia
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION - it
Local - - X Rround- Visual 0O Ground-Radar
GMT 22/0615Z _ | O AirYiwal O Air-Intercept Radar
o '8, PHOTOS = ' SOURCE |
O Yes ;
XINo Civilian

5. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE

45 minutes two . SW

). BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS
Round object silver dollar at arms
length color f£lashing from red to
green %0 blue and sometime brilliant

f~-white. One object first appeared then

lfaded as this happened the 2nd obj

Tappeared but off to the right, smoke
geen coming from side of obj. First
lobserved about 3 ft above tree tops.
Object seen by sixz students of Hampto

Sydney College. One who had s udies
astronomy says 1t was not a shooting
star,

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP s2)

12, CONCLUSIONS

0O Was Bolloon
Probably Balloon
Possibly Balloon

O
»!
O Was Aircraft

0 Probably Aircroft

O Possibly Aircralt
D,Slrlus & Procyon

Was Astronomical
HAXProbably Astronomical
0 Possibly Astronomical

O, Other
0O Insufficient Data for Eveluation
0 Unknown

o o

Astro sighting of Sirius and
Procyon (see case file).
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 "JUNC L A S/ ACG OPS B 2287, IN ACCORDANCE WITH AFR 2g~-2 THE FLW
RPT IS SUB UNFOB. '

(1) As ROUND SR
Be SILVER DOLLAR L o
| C. FLASHING COLOR-CHANGING FROM RED TO GREEN TO BLUE AND Gl
f SOMETIMES BRILLIANT WHITE e
D, ONE AT FIRST THEN SECOND ON APPEARED AFTER THE FIRST ONE FADED =5

OFF TO THE RIGHT SIDE et

E. NEGATIVE _ 773 | 22

g o MUGRTIVE .. . G

- .I'J-Q

Vo FE b L R TR ey i SRR o e S B SR -

_ ¢

PAGE TWO RJEPNL 4G o _'\’,
G, SMOXE COMING FROM RIGHT SIDE )

He NEGATIVE

I. NEGATIVE ol

(2) A, VALKING CAUGHT SIGHT OF IT OUT OF CORNOR OF EYE OBJECT BOBBING .*ﬁ}
UP AND DOWN, SAW SMOKE LINE AT SAME TIME. hice

& DEG SOUTHWEST e
C. 3 FEET ABOVE TREE TOPS '
D. VIBRATING FLYING IN ONE DIRECTION SOUTHWEST

' E. DIMISHING FLYING OUT OF SIGHT
Fo 45 MIN

(3) A, GROUND VISUAL

TELESCOPE, BINOCULARS, COMPASS
N/A
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Be NIGHT ALMOST HALF MOON '
(5) HAMPTON-SYDNY VA GJ MH3214

() YWANNRERSSy AGE 20 STUDENT HAMPTON SYDNY COLLEGE

.“ AGE 18, SAME AS ABOVE

BAGE 15, SAME AS ABOVE

PAGE THREE RJEPNL 1€

| {
w 18 SAME AS ABOVE
“AGE 15, SAME AS ABOVE
mcz 19, sum AS ABOVE

MGE =, sauz as Aaavz, smnzu‘r HAS STUDIED Asmoum'
AS WAS SURE IT WASNT A suoormc STARG. 5 oo S s €

Be N/A

¢7) A, WIND VERY LIGHT ALMOST CALM, VERY CLEAR
B, SFC NNW 12, @99, 33 DEG, 25 KTS, 9908, 325DEG, 35, 14099 '

303DEC 43, 2098 259DEG 55, 39099 2% MDEG, %299 2MDEGC S55KTS,
22999 WPIDEG 4,

Ci CLEAR ' | :

De UNLIMITED
E. NEGATIVE
Fo N/A

(8) NEGATIVE

() N/A

(%) NEGATIVE

(11) S/SGT GORDON RUCKER AF21322% 1, RICHMOND GOC RICHMOND VA
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KF FORM 112—PART | L s, T L Dt

(CLASSIFICATION)
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948 '

Napaidery B¢ ' TS50 0B 3-56
R ORI AR SRt e - L ale) L 03T RS
| AIlR ¥NTELL|GENCE INFORMATION REPORT
T ey TSRy Ty T S N e P R R S AT e e PR ——
R RS e A G S e A M A i e e o 03
AREA REPORTED ON ‘ FROM (Agency)
HAMPTON-S L ) 3
DATE OF REPORT B, V DATE OF INFCRMATION Lli,ht 3 H"’_‘;iéa%&nc%ulss R ket Y B
29 Feb ry 06 2
PPEFAR'-‘C):' 5&?3) 19 Ate 2 les'gggs — BRSNS e L [ E R EARNAC P B b B LA = e ooy e * 4

JOKN D. TAYIOR, JR., Major, USAP *_mm__
REFERENCES (Confrof number, directive, previous report, eic., a1 applicadie) TT MSG FM CO! 771ST ACWRON CAPE CHARLES AF STA

VA dated 22/1015Z Feb 56; FONCON between Lta. Barﬁ_ar_amLS?_D ﬂr?ta_ofa_
¢eft. Begin tmzscpgl ar i—ﬁ! il)

beMARY (E'nler concise summary of rcpwf Give significance in final onesenience paragraph. List incloeures at low

PART ONEs Description of sighting by Mrm

Hampton-Sydney College, Hampton-Sydney, Virginia
(GeoRef GJMH 3214), ’ :

PART m_. Description of sighting by other students of Hampton=

Sydney Collegs in the company of Nr . NSRS

PART THREE; Supplementary Investigative Efforts

PART FOURs Cmm&a of Preparing Officer

l II. SUMMARY: An unidentified flying object was reperted to the Richmond GOC
| Fi lter Center by the sbove mentioned individuals shortly after its sighting at 22/

08152 Feb 66, them the information was relayed to the 771st ACLW 8¢, C €harles Va.
for aubﬁ.asio& of the preliminary report. The sizhting was made at Ea;tzf.on-ﬁrdney V;
,(GeoRef GJMH 35214). The following report is the result of a personal interview with
the individuals having made the sighting emd other sgancies in the ﬁoinity thmu %
I assistance was sought in determinming the probable cause of the phmm
III. Imncmm: 1/Lt Ghnrln L. Bon-ior, m 3019314

18RARY VB7TsCT ¢ a"ﬂ

I‘iD ‘l'l T”‘: F«"SEHCE

SO A/s6 ' QF THE 0i1C JOEN D. TA
*3L ﬂ o ‘ 2 B 2 o H&J" USH'
€03 .a V;m‘; - B - Officer in Gha.rgo

80 was (See individual parts)

Lt., Col., USAF

-

HWSTRIALTION BY CRIGINATOR

/1, USAF; Comdr, ATIC; D/I, 85th ADiv; Comdr, L6024 AISS; 0IC, F1t 3-H, L6024 AISS

D£19312

WMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITH!N THE MEANING OF THE £SPIONAGE ACT. 0 1. S.C.—

31 ANT 2 A AMENDED ITS TRANSMISSION CRH THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PRCHIBITED BY LAW.
T Mar NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE ‘:lAF. .
| \
: Be Lask i-'.‘li"
TNGT 'CLASSIFICATION i Sr UL S GOVEANMENT PRINTING OFFICE 19590018931
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AF FORM 112—PART Il | L e L s : (
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (Agency) REPORT NO. ZH _TJrF0B-1-58 |
Part One
3 Flif"ht 3-;, 4602(1 .A.ISS | PAGE 2 OF 13 PAGES

1. sovrce: . N

Addresss ﬁHampton-Sydney College, Hampton-Sydney, Virginia
(GeoRef GJMH 32914).

Age: 20

Cccupation: Student

Qualificationss 20/§0 vision, uncorrected. aAmateur astronomer,
II. RELIABILITY: Good. SOURCE was contacted personally.

III. SOURCB'S DESCRIPTION OP SIGHTINGs SOURCE atated that on 22 Feb 56 (06152)
from the campus of Bampton-Sydney College, he had obsserved an unusual object in the
sky which was red, green, flickering and seemed to be moving in the direction of SW,
SOURCE's first impreusion'wns that the object in question was a star, however In vies
of its unusual "color-changing” characteristics SOURCE discounted this identity.
According to SOURCE, object was first seen atv approximately 300 with the horizon and
eradually this arngzle seemed to decrease.

On obssrving the object through a 60-power portable telescope, SCURCE be-
lieved that it was a little larger than a regular star, however the size gradually
diminighed in his opinion. SOURCE stated that the object was not a "shooting star",
but that ita movament had been very slow and definiteﬁ | . .

SOURCE*wuuld notra&y'that:there~hnd either bYeen asmoks or an exhaust LS80~
‘clated with the objeet, however object created the impression of having been "extreme}
1y wierd, out of the ordinmary and definitely unlike any present day saireraft®, . .&sa; -

to the assumption in the latter statement that thisz objest too was an*aircraft‘fg L.

SOURCE would not cmnmit himclf to 'l:h& e:rtent of identifyin it dqfinitely LR ] m M |
SOURCE further atated that thero appatred to be a'brightfcone-uhapod .

object behind the ariginnlfUFOB but that it had not been viaibla all tho time,

LI [ 3 ] i i
J I *. . ' "-.-"'l.i
1!,_ ﬂ g " ""‘.'.- *h

The oondition of’the sky’at the time and place of the sirhting'waa clear
with unlimited visibilitye.

No photorraphs were taken of the UFOB,

- After viewing the object for approximately-45 minutes, SOURCE finally
laat sight of it,

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT,SO U 5. C.—
31 AND 32 AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW,

T MAY NOT BE F REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART. BY CTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

4
W
e e ——— R ———-.

CLASSIFICATICN) 15—A5070~1 W U 4 COVERRNBENT PRIATING OFPICE |
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(CLASSIFICATION)
A#PPROVED { JUNE 1948

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

Frrom (Agency) ‘aamarm 3H-UF0B8-1-58 | Part Two
Plight 3-H, 46024 AISS

PAGE 3 OF 13 PAGES

I. SOURCE: Mr . sy

Address: Hampton-Sydney College, Hampton-Sidney, Virginia
(GeoRef CJMH 39514).

Ages 18
Occupations Student '
Qualifications: 20/@0 vislon.

II. RELIABILITY: Good. SCURCE was contacted personally.

III, SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE had been told about an unusual
~object in the =ky by friends and upon looking in a southwesterly direction where
they were viewing it, SOURCE spotted a solid object which seemed to be changing
colors from red to blua to yellow., The time was 22/06152 and the object was approx-
imately 30° from the horizon.

SCURCE viewed the object for approximately 30 minutes during whieh tiue
he felt it had changed inssize from the size of a half-dollar until it diminished to
the size of a pinpoint,

| SOURCE ltutad, that he had seen no sxhaust c¥ning f'rom the object. . Objeot
seemed at times to vibrate and at all times apgeared to mdia’ce an extreme brlghtneu,
other times wculd appm to flichr ou‘b. i3 U8 .

=5 SOURCB glmcod a.& tht objoet ﬂ'trcrugh tho tcluaope ( same lppamtua ag
 mentioned in Fart I) end £ron seeing the cbjeot dilappur gsuddenly through the tele~
gscope lens, SOURCE corncluded that object must have teen moving at an exiremely high
rate of ap“d. | (Sce Part. H) Objeaﬁ: tppurot t& move: np and dm ;'l': tinl. i
R SOURCB &id na‘t rmmbar having sacn prutruaicm on the :utfact of thl’
object. Therc was no auund uaoointod with the UFOB, |

. SOURC‘B cculd not rommbor having hurd u:y aound of airorl.ft 1n the uru
at any time during the aightin;,

"'!?“'l APRRINNS hn-lu L

-

SOURCE ‘dmd object for a peried of 1 hour and 15 minutes,

ATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U.S C.—

NNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
ISSION CF THE DIRECTOR QF

MATE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED 5T
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. 175 TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MA 7
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED [N WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES. &R_FQRCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PER

j INTELLIGENCE. USAF.

1
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AF FORM 112—PART It Pl bl 2t g (4/
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948
22tk AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
FROM (.-lnl'mcv) REPORT NO. BH=UFOB=1=56 | PR
Flight? vl bt R pacE 4 OF 13 PAGES

I. SOURCE: Mr ~ue

Address: Hampton-Sydney College, Hampton-Sidney, Virginla
(GeoRef GJLH 3914).

Are: 183
Occupation: Student
Qualifications: None,

II, RELIABILITY: Fair. SOURCE was contacted personally.

III, SOURCES DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: At 22/0545Z Feb 56 SOURCE'S attention
was called to an object in the sky in the direction of southwest at an angle of
approximately 30° with the horizon., SOURCE noticed that the object which appeared to
be the size of a 25¢ piece (held at arms length) and moved to and from him, and
occasionally to the right, had a flickering sensation about it., SOURCE stated that
the object continued to flicksr, however, no sound came from it, It appearasd to emit
smoke and/or fumes. SOURCE didn't notice any color change on the part of the object
nor did he observe it through the telescope which was used by the other observers,
Object appeared to diminish in size to a pinpoint, then disappeared completely and
finally came back the size of a pinpoint. SOURCE felt that the object could not have
come from earth and definitely was an "interplantary space ship." Object appeared
also to rotate and maintain high speed., SUURCE viewed the object for one hour and
thirty minutes,, - = e

{

- e T WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, S0 U. S5, C.—
- TH MENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES
gtk 11 ,;igoéu.as AMENDED 1TSS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHCRIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.

'~ MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR- FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF.

e - e

xCLtSSIF‘CAT:EH! : 164~—48570~1 ¥ D. 5. WOVRRETNY PRONTING Spviel
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: AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (.1gency) " REPORT MO, BH-UFOB=1=56 | S
| ar

Flight 3-H, 46024 AISS i i 5 13

PAGE OF PAGES .
I. SOURCE: ey

Ll = PR — -

Address: Hampton-Sydney College, Hamptone~Sydney, Virginia
(CeoRef GJMH 3914).

Age: 20
Occupation: Student

Qualifications: Good vision.

II, RELIABILITY: Very good, SOURCE was contacted personally,

III. SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE'S attention was drawn to the sky
in the southwest by a friend who had seen the unusual object there. The time was
22/b6102 Feb 56+ To SOURCE, the light of the object was almost as bright as Venus
and a color chanze was visibles. The object appeared to change direction and it
moved away from observer and grew dimmer. SOURCE mentioned that at first the objeoct
had appeared to the naked eys about the size of a hatpin. Through the telescope

- SOURCE stated that the object appeared as a blur of colored light, There was neitheyr
sound nor smoke and exhaust aszsscociated with the UFOB., The light appeared to shift
slightly to the west, SOURCES first impression of the object which was approximately
12° with the horizon when he first viewed it, was that it was Venus, however hs later
lgarned that Venus wasn't oput at the time. SGURC‘I observed the angle which the light
made with the horison gnﬂutlly decreased as. :Lf thﬁ‘\ligh’c or the atar were setting,

Y

SOURCB m oortd.n tlnt the phonomnon was neither a eomt nor a falling ' |
atar. The light was viewed for approximately 30 minutes by SOURCE. - | |

A el Lnde g -

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. %0 U. S. C.—
31 AND 22, AS AMENDED. 1TS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PRCHIBITED BY LAW.
iT MAY NOT BE REPRCDUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF.
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

: FROM (Agency) REPORT NO. JHJF'OB=1=5
E ' w3 Part Two
: Flight 3-H, 4602d AISS

- - PAGE 6 OF 13 PAGES

E | 1. souRcE:  ur «mmgS.

=g Addresss Hampton-Sydney, College, Hampton-Sydney, Virginia

ﬁ FORM 112—PART 1

- APPROVED ! JUNE 1948
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Ages 18

Occupation: Studenf
Education: 1 yr College
Qualifications: Good vision,

II. RELIABILITY; Falr, SOURCE was contacted personally.

III, SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE stated that he was walking

i across the college campus at 22/bﬂOOZ.Feb 56, when he looked up in the sky and saw
- in the southwest an dbjectuﬁhich appeared to be vibrating and emitting smoke. The
g object was approximately 25° with the horizom.

SOURCE related that upon viewing the object throﬁgh a telesdope, (samo

instrument mentioned in Part I) it appeared to be moving in a circular me.nner "shoot
ing off" different eolcred lightn.

4

SUUECB‘boliured the—dbjcet'wlt nscillating and travuling at a fantastie

- speed. - There seemed to be & thin streak of smoke trailing the object. SOURCE also
- felt that he had seen another objoot bohind mdd:ovo the first. The tlro obJectc
were a great dilttnﬁi- § Sl 8
Object was ciruling P Tha direutiun o.i' the UFOB. ean'binuod to be SW unm E
til it began to diminiah .'m s:l:.o and geem to fudo my- | Eg.

SOURCB*Obuervud the Object for approximntoly'45-ninntot,

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATICNAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 30 U. 5. C.—
3] AND 32, AS AMENDED. 1TS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS N ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHOR!ZED PERSON IS PROH!BITED BY LAW,
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SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTIGATIVE EFFORTS:

-; 1. A check was made with the U.,8. Weather Bureau at Byrd Field, Richmond, Va.
to determine whether they would be able to confirm the sighting, However winds aloft
at the time of the sighting were such as to have prevented any weather balloons
launched at Byrd Field (GeoRef GJNJSZSZ) from drifting into the vicinity of Hampton-

 Sydney, Va. The following winds alaft data current at the time of the UFOB sighting
was releaseds

ALTITUDE: DIRECTION: _ WIND VELOCITY:
. T P B e b e | e ——————— e e R —
1T T 8,000 | $10° | | 84 K
10,000 310° 30 K
16,000 - 3%00° e 43 X
20,000 300° Rt 39 K
' 30,000 290° 52 K
50,000 2709 38 K
80,000 60° 6 K

2¢ A cheock with the GOC Filter Canter', Riohmorid Virginia revealed that this
‘agenoy had relayed the preliminary information on the sighting to the 771st AC&W Sq,
~ Cape Charles, Va. XNo other reports on the object than the orizinal report from obe

seryers at Hampton-Sydney College had been raceived. HNo repor‘ba from another geo-
i grmphiul lmtioﬁ hd come in ta confirm the uigh'bing.

e B ﬂm& M?‘Il M sq_mdrun, kmcu.l, Virginia, was called by telephone for any
. informatien which they may have had which would of fer confirmation to the report ef

- & UPOB pear Hqﬁm—ﬂydnay,L 'Ihit wsﬁtlhtion wu una.bla to cf'f‘ar a.ny widenee ta
aupport thc ui@ﬁng. ' P A R e S T e '

. - - il | f- .' i“_ r.t *‘IIL'. 4 a . . ’ - . = ' L .' s E . L] .‘- I
I:' ; t‘.g_ By }:_1‘., e "--li F: {‘-F' . B 1'.11_-:[: “, ‘..:I __'- ' T 1= Y Ay "frl i . r e W ¥ . . .. » '
i’.""" '- '.- "" W "f" L - »

'!‘hn "ht tm Sq, G’apm Charln, ?a. (GtoHef GJQR 0201), likmriu was con--'-
- .tacted tor confirmation on the UFQB,. however ng wdditional information or reports
- | had been received ¥y the 771st after the information on the original sighting had

an BE bocn mhy!d to thon vin tho GOC F'ilter Center in Richmond Va. (GooRof GJM-SQ&).

5. Bforts %o seek more 1nformtiou proved slightly more fruitful when the

640th ACEW Sq, Bedford, Va. (GooRo.f GJLH 2820) releassed the following radar datx
§ reourded at tha npproxinta t:mo of the sightinp

e Ly ¥

" Radar Plot "Bathbox", zz !’eb 56

'lnck ] 0325....(1) Ono aircraft or object; eatimted speed 180 knots; altitude-

1,000 feet, E
g mrm PLOT: é: |

a. 0611Z/GJMH4025 g. 06252/GJMG 0051

d. 06142/GJME3517 h. 06272/GJLG 5349 |

¢c. 0616Z/GJUE2815 i. 0630Z/GJLG 4140

d. 0619Z/GJMH1509 je 0834Z/6JLG 2932

e. 0621Z/GJMHOB0S k. 0637Z/ LOST CONTACT

f. 08232/GJMGO359

6, The CAA towsr at Byrd Field, Richmond, Va. was queried for possible info-
rmation on the object which may have been received from pilots flying in the vicinity

b reporting the appearance and (characteristics of an unidentified flying object. Nepa-
tive results,
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7+ A check with Air Traffic Control Center at Washington National Alrport
(CeoRef GJNJ 5856) for informatiocn which might serve to confirm the sighting yielded
negative results.

8. A call was placed to the US Naval Observatory in Washington, DC (GeoRsf
GJNJ 5856), Mr, Jo. L. Gossner, of the observatory's Equatorial Division, made scme
A interesting comments with respect to the two stars Sirius and Procyon. Sirius is
” frequently seen to sparkle almost as a diamond in the colors, red, blue and green
when viewed at an angle of 10° to 20° with the horizon. This phenomena has been
observed for many years by astronomers and oftentimes has been the source of alarm
. and puzzlement to uninformed persons viewing it for the first time. The color
" seintillation of Sirius, according to Mr. Gossner, is due to turbulent eddises in the
- atmosphere which act as prismatic structures in separating the lirht rays into colors
 of the spectrum, For example, a ray of blue light will reach the retina of the
observer followed a fraction of a second later by a ray of red light, which will per
- +slet only for a second but sufficiently to register the image of red., Any of the
rays may be cut off momentarily creating the effect of the light flashinpg or flicker
ing. Separated as such with each ray traveling along a different path through the
_atmosphere the gpeoira will reach the observer's retina in distinct colors and suce
cessively, so as to create the phenomena of flashing colors of light originating
‘from one given source. 3
This dispersion and refraction of light created by the turbulent eddies
in the lower atmosphere 1s likewlse responasible for the brililiant flashing of red,
4 Dblue and white _ligh:c seen When viewing Prooyom at an angle of 30° or less,
5o 9, . Dr. Edward R. Dyer, Professor of Astronomy at the University of Virginia,
#*@arlotteqﬂ)_;la. Virginia (GeoRef GJMJ 2030), stated that both Sirius and Procyon
§ - could have been seen in the SW at the time of the reported sighting 22/0615Z Feb 56.
- Aocording to the professor's calculatiens, Sirius would have been 14° above the
. ‘horizon at ZZ/bGOGZudi&ting;brilnuctef sparkling red, green and blue lighte. |
{ The lights probably would have 'seemed to sparkle more thss usual due to:e cool oute: §*
= side temperature and clear sky conditions. The day of 21 February had beem unusuellyt
- warm oreating congiderable turbulence in the lower atmosphere during-the eveming, - |
28 8irius set that evening st 22/0711Z as seen from the Hampton-Sydney, Virginik
- location. Above and to the right of Sirius approximately 28° is the star Procyon
~-which also sparkles and when.:below 30° gives off brilliant flashes of colored 1light. §
{ - The professor suggested thntt%!'WAmming' assooiated with the twe
] stars may also tothe umexperiencéd observer taken on the appearance of a s1ight
~ -'oscillatory motion (See Part I and Par%- 31; SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING, for
4, object's apparent oscillatory motiomn), . - | |
{4 . "hen told of the 60-power teleacope which the boys at Hampton-Sydney College |
- ‘had used, it was the professor's opinion that the telescope undoubtedly had been out :
| of fooug a good . part of the time, due to improper calculation of the eapth's rotadion

creating wdue exscitement among the observers “iewing the probable distortions on the
/| wfocused lens,
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10e A recontact with Hampton-Sydney College, Hampton, Virginia, revealed the
following informetion which might serve to confirm that the 22 February sighting

had been celestial in origin. Student ted that two nights after

the original UFOB sighting at 25/64512 he had obJ!rve!-.ag obJect which appeared

over a telephone pole approximately 25° from the horizon. The direction of the
object was SW, The phenomenon observed was brilliant flashes of white, red, blue anc
green light." It might be noted that Sirius would have been seen in approximately
this location at 25/0451Z Feb 56, which coincidently was the approximate position of

the original UFOB,
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COMMENTS of fha Preparing QOfficer:

1. In the opinion of the Preparing Officer thes phenomenon observed on 22/0615%
Feb 56 at Hampton-Sydney, Virginia was due to the brilliant color seintillation
arésing from the celestial bodies, Sirius and Procyon when viewed below an angle of
30" with the horilzon.

a, The fact is generully known among ‘astroncmers that the two stars men-
tioned each radiate a spariling array of bright-colored lights when viewed on a clear
night below an angle of 30 with the horiszon.

P ~ be The persisting nature of the UFOB negates the chance of its having been
a2 balloon. This persistence and complete absence of sound further negate the chance
that it could have been an aircraft, '

- Ge The coineidence of 8irius and Procyon having been in the approximate lo-
ution of ths UFCB for the duration of the latter's aighting suggests misinterpreta-
ticnouth-partoi‘thoobacrma. -

(1) At this poini-, S Rk e Mt 19 e eV Bad Dex

. gliseted to eontinually focus the portable telescope, within a very

‘brief period of time due .tc the earth's rotation, the apparatus:

. would: have been so well out of focus that any number of 1ilusions ..

w ﬁwhut woﬁ o t.ho lm n.pproaching the fantaatic,

TR R i e 5 -t'-..-;‘.?‘

" AR ool m r-hﬂ'- age. &

'{ viewed either of ths stars meniione “il.yhu cansed saasemont. and subsequent. B
| y -' . 4 _" in 1’.&1 pm ut«an ﬁantitr mc.h as ﬂm
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¥4 fq. mm:rtho u'h'enu-rs m.rviwodmnmnj.nm tha.tthn
_.phsnomenon] d.-had arisen from the color scint:l.llaticm of S8irius and lator
Procycm as v.l“-dnbdw 30° vtth th- horisen,
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Concur with the eopinion 2 %4 the Preparing Officer that this £ ghting was caused
hy the stars Sirius and Procyen.
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