PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS
O Was Balloon
18 January 19356 Long Beach, Long Island, NY|O Probably Balloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION XX Possibly Ballaen
_ O Was Aircraft
Local e X Bround- Visual O Ground-Radar O Probobly Aircraft
GMT 1 21997 N O Air Vi_suul O Air-Intercept Radar O Possibly Aircraft
5. PHOTOS 8. SOURCE O Was Astronomicai
D Yes O Probably Astronomical
XTNo Civilian O Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE s L T R S SRR S TR S I e e
| SRR g Eiskufficiont Data for Evaluation
Nk No wn
20 minutes one SSW to NNE |
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

Object oblong spiral, smoke trail,
color white, Appeared to be falling
and moving NNE. Looked like lst phas

of 1/4 moon, Disappeared with settin
of sun,

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)

Newspaper report said it appeared
like weather balloon,
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Address:

t., atlantic Beach, Long Island, MNew York

Age: 42

Cecupation: Summer Resort Operator
Fducation: High School
Jualifications: HNone

1T, RELIAFILITY: SCOURCE vwas a mature, level-headed, well to do businessman
and displayed concern over the sighting which he had felt was his duty to
report, but was worried about receiving any publicity cver the matter. At no
time did SCUPCE indicate that he had seen a saucer or cther interplanetary
vehicle, but conversely expressed his confusion over the strange series of
events that had tzken place before his eyes. At no time did the SOURCZ tend
to embellish any of the details involved nor were there anv contradictions in
his statements,

ITI, STURCE'S DESCRITTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE was driving home at 18/21402
JAN 56 on Peech St., in a westerly direction. About four miles from hcme he
noticed what he at first believed to be a cresent-shaped sliver of the moon
“and continued on his way. lLocking up moments later he again saw the obiect,
however it had changed its position from vertical to horizontal. Cnce more
-this was igncred since he felt that some upper layer of clouds had passed
in front of the poon giving it these varied forms. "hen in a few seconds it
reapreared in an entirely different position he became concerned and stopred
the car, aArter watching it slowly drift downward from one position to another
for a couple of moments, he got into his car again and hurried home, Fe rushed
to the upstairs bedroom of his house, located on the beach overlooking New York
Yarbor, and with the aid of binoculars, observed the object for several minutes
longer, SCURCE was certain that he had seen the object for about 25 minutes
and that it was about 20 miles away at a heading of zbout 275 degrees, It was
about 30 degrees above the horizon at first and then drifted slowly, dcwnward
to about Z2C degrees until darkness prevented further observation. The ndf*es
were said to have given the impression of being well defined, but that the
distance involved prevented the detection of any details., It gave SCOURCZ the
impression of the silver lining of a2 cloud but that it d4id not shimmer. It

was white and brighter than the background sky &nd since it was a clear day
with excellent visibility, it remained sight at all times till darkness.

SCURCZ wore glasses and made his observation with 10x5C binoculars through

the bedroom window, SCOURCI added that all movement was graduzl, that it

a“oe&reﬁ to be a solid object, remained constent in shape, and left no trail,
‘2 did nct notice any celes 131 bodies at the time of the sighting., SQURCE
: sta ed that it appeared to be about three to five times as large as a commerciz
transport -aircraft at the same distance and was abcut the size of a pea held st
earms length,
- &
1. Incl
COURCE's drawing of UFQOB
UMENT CON A {MATION c. TING ThHE NAT wL FENSE OF Trie UNITED STATES NITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT_ 50 U
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Inclosure 1 to Part One:

SOURCE's Sketch of Object in Various Positions (Unretouched):

1st Position 3rd Position

2nd Position

&—_—%

Lth Position

(.

" h5thpPosition.'

6th Fosition
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SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTIGATIVE EFFORTS:

1. A check was made with the Fllter Center at White Plains, New York which
has several GOC posts in the same area in which SOURCE lives, DNegative results,

2. A check was made with the Base Operations section of Mitchel AFB, New
York, and the records of the AQ reviewed, Negative results.

3. A check with the Stewart AFB "Weather Office revealed that on the after-
noon of 18 Jan 56, the sky condition was clear and the winds were as follows:

Tevel Direction Velocity
Surface 3609 15 to 20 knots
1,000 to 8,000 feet 360° 30 knots
10,000 feet 340° 35 knots
15,000 feet 330° 50 knots

20,000 feet 330° 65 knots
30,000 feet 300° 75 knots

Considering the wind factors above, the only stations in the area surrounding the

location of the sighting which are respansible for the release of RAOB's are at

Albany, New York, Buffalc, New York and Mitchsel AFB, New York. These balloons are
released daily at. 09CC2Z and 21007,

L, Contact with the Ccaat Guard Station located at Short Beach, Long Island,
New York, and the Floyd Bennett Airpart, Long Island, New York, revealed that no
cne remembered any report of a sighting. .

5. A check with Newsday, the GCarden City leng Island newspzper, revealed that
a woemen had called and reported an object in about the same position and at about
the same time, however no name or address was given, GShe stated that it appeared
to be motionless and that it hovered something like a balloon,
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COMITNTS of Preparing Officer:

1l, In the opinion of the Preparing Officer, the sighting might have been .
caused by a weather balloon released at Buffalo, New York at OQOOZ since the report-
ed velocities were insufficient to transport the object the required distance in
the 40 minutes elapsed from t.he time of the 51ghting at 2140Z and the time of the
.evening release at 2100Z, :

2, The north and north-westerly winds tend to rule out the ﬁrobabllity of a .
balloon origina%mg at Mitchell AFB, wh:.ch lies about 2> miles northeast of the

1ocat10n of the sighting.

/’/M
WILLIAY AL QCKI

1t Colonel USAP -
Officer in Charge '

CPHME‘J'I‘S of Approﬂ.ng Officer:

1. The follo'!.ng additional information was revealed by the Investigating
Officer upon request of this headquarters:

Fren a, Pibald blllounl are released at 0300Z, 0900Z, 1500Z, and 2100Z daily
- from both civil and military agencies in the New York City area., LaCuardia and
Idlewild Airports nleuc th:ll type balloon at tht abm times,

& b, These ‘hclloonl are three feet in dimtcr \rlth balloon color dependent
- | . upon sky conditions at the time of release, On a clear day, as was 18 Jan 56 in
= .| the New York City area, white pibald balloons were released,

2. It is the opinien of thia headquarters that this sighting was caused by
| a pibald type balloon released at LaGuardia Airport (GeoRef GJBIL20L) at 18/2100Z
January 19_56 The following items are given in support of the above hypothesis:

' a. LaCuardia Airport is located fifteen (1I5) miles north-ncrthwest of
the SOURCE'S home, Winds at the time of the sighting were from the north and
northwest, thereby carrying the balloon released at LaGuardia Airport at 18 /21007
Jan 56 to a position west of the observer,

-- b.- At 2140Z, the time of the sighting and forty (LO) mimtes after the
release of the pibald from LaGuardia, it has been computed that the subject balloon
would have been approximately eight (f) miles west of the observer znd at an altitude

cf 22,000 feet,

‘"-:- o ¢, From the above figures we can obtain the angle of 2levation of-the
. balloon as seen from the SCURCE'S location as follows:
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The SOURCE estimated the obje'ct to be at an angle of elevation of 30°.

d, At the time of the sighting the sun was located low in the west, with
‘the object being between the observer and the sun, creating the effects as seen in
the SCURCE!'S sketch of the object. on page 3 of this report.

Lt it
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