g PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

1. DATE . 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS
| | O Wos Balloon
17 Dec 55 Red Oak, Iowa O Probobly Bolloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4 YYPE OF OBSERVATION SR b ML
0O Wos Alicroft
Local X Ground-Visuol O Ground-Rodar O Probaobly Aircraft
GMT 18!0122Z O AirVisual O Alr-Intercept Rodor O Possibly Aircrolt
5. PHOTOS I, SOURCE X) Was Astronomicol Meteor
O Yes O Probably Astronomical
£ No 111an O Fossibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE D Othu’r' : : .E '
O Insufficient Dota for Evgivation
15 sec ob] D Unknown

i1 q

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

One fast moving soundless obj was observed to |ObJ has allcharacteristics and per-
explode in the sky. Obj seemed to change formances of a meteor. It is felt that
colors from white to red to blue. time of observation was slightly

overestimated. ASTRO (Meteor Sighting)

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)

J



=
L T

-~

C

RJIJEPHO/DIR OF INTELL HO USAF WA

T Al AL T™

B
b, COMDE 7.....;TT'[ AC&Y &0 CMAHA NEBR

TO RJEDEN/CONDR ADC ENT AFE COLO
RJEDUP/COMDR ATIC WP AFS cqIc &

At s —

ro

RJEDKF/CCYDR CADF GRANDVIZW AF® MO

R i3 2 e

RJEDH /”o&uR 31ST ADIV ST PAUL MINN

;:{; .!1: 1?:
e o rkSeMHT TR CRED: (B EUE




s e

: i |_ﬂ' - . ljl- - R I:l_: .' ._| 5 . 1 ks | ¥

."‘-l'lllij-'.l'r'?'ll e .":r'.:;--r--'. R A R A T i Y e e o i o0 r | o e byl e Y ] L T

, 3 x o E 3l R R A e i fo ¥ [ ML g ' CTRE=T A ol HEI - X : . ! ] 7 y L gk - i

*f-é‘n *‘ﬁih;ﬂ-‘}rﬁ#_gi?ﬁfv?u SR A R e T R R T e I S i it S b L e A B T A e s L o e
& e § & 1l - WA ¥ b I 2

7

i




(

I e o B | ‘
Lle ZAR CONTROLLER ON DUTY

Io/w3347Z DEC RJEDNG




AF FORM 112—PART I UNCLASSIFIED V
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (. Agency) - | RZPORT NO.

Det, 2, 46024 AISS D2=-UF0B=3-55

I. SOURCE: wiiwhuminiehiniiiiee.

Part One

PAGE & OF 6 PAGES

'Occupatlidm High School student
- Education: 10th grade

Qua.lifications; Substitute GOC observer with little training.

IX. REALLXB‘EIII: source was sincere and dld not appear to exegerate. He
was interested in reporting "just the facts® and would not give opinions of which
he was not 100% certain. - :

III. SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: The lons object appearéd suddenly in the
SW and glowed Mlike a sky rocket you see on the 4th of July® for about fifteen
seconds, While 1t had no particuler shape, it wes about the size of an autaomobile

headlight. The source thought the object was about one block away from him, The
path traveled by the sighting was almost straight downward towards the earth.

The object changed colors froam blue to white 1o red and then seemed to
slowly burn itself out, At first it appeared solid but later turned transp'aren‘h

There were scattered clouds, many stars and a slight bree:a when the incident
occured at 19:22 CST, according to the source, ( 18/01222. Dec 55 ).

Source called his GOC fillter center and reported the object. Yo pho'hoﬁraphs
wors taken, If it were not for the size of the object and 1ts appearent nearness,

source stated the sighting might have been g falling star,

Source stated that his mothey who was on duty with him, " agreed with his
description. | i:
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: COUNTRY REPORT NO.

~ | DATE OF REPORT | | DATE OF INFORMATION EVALUATION

* | PREPARED BY (0jficer)

| PO 8, AR 79K £0ATSEE, Gnaba, Ttz
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D/I, USAF; Comdr, ATIC; D/I, 20th ADiv; D/I, 31st ADiv; Comdr 46024 AISS; OIC, Det 2,

PROVED | JUNE 1942
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SOURCE

‘WM. ond others

HANS BISCHOFS, Ceptaln, USAF
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T ADCG 115212,L COMDR 31st AD (DEYF), Sﬁalli;;g AFS, Minn.
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JMAMARY: (Inder concise summary of report. Give signlficance in final vne-sentence paragraph. List inclosures at lower left. Bcgfn tezt of rr.'port AI- Form [ 13— Part H’)

I. CONTENTS:

PART ONE: Description of sighting by Mr. <SR « |
Iowa, Occupatlion, high school student, age 15, on duty as relief GOGC observer with

hisz mother. No sps¢ial tralning for this work.

PART TWO: Desoription of sighting by Mr, <S>, control tover
oparator, Kansas City, Mlssourl Manicipal Airport,

PART THREEs Dascription of sighiing by Captain IS 2T
Kansas City, Missouri. Occupatlon, commerclal pilot with Draniff Intarnauional

Adxrvays, and a former professor of physlas, University of Icowa,

" PART FOUR: Supplemontary Investigatlve Efforts

PART FIVE: Comments of Preparing Offlcor

II. SUMMARYs An unidentlfied f.'lyin object was sighted vy an obsarver at the GOC
post in Red Oak, Iown (GEREF FJKM 46f41), by an air control fowor amployes at Kansas
City, Missourl Munieipal Airport (GECREF FJIX 2487) and by the pilot of a Braniff
International Airways flight flying over Kansas City, Missourl (GEOREF FJIX 25£4).
Cbject eppearsd to be of the fire ball type, initially observed at 18/0122Z Dec 55,
and lasted for about fifteen seconds. The follow-up investigation consisted of a
taorough interview by phone with the three abeove memtloned persons and a check with
other knowledgeable sourcas conhected with this sighting,

ITI. INVESTIGATORS: CAPT. HANS BISCHOFS A0 734842
24 14 TED W, WUERTHNER &0 3049482
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HAIS BISCHOFS
Captain USAY
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o AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

| FROM (“Agency) REPORT NO. 'Par‘t Two
Det, 2, 46024 AISS _ DR-~UF(B~3-55 3

PAGE OF 6 : PAGES

I. SOURCE: CHUGEMNMAEEE™ (1c)e)
Addres sy NIV, Kansas City, Missouri

Age: Adulb

Ocoupationy CAA control tower operator

IT. RELIABILITY: Source offered 1ittle information on his own, answered only the
questions put directly to him. Investlgators contacted him since he was the source
for an article which sppeared in the Kansas City Star of 18 Decmber 55, Source was

friendly and seemed sincere.

ITII. SOURCE!S DEBCRIFTION OF SIGHTING: Object flared up in the Wik of the tower
about 18/0129Z Dec 55, It was of urusual brightness, yet source took it for
granted that the sighting was a falling star, It seemed to him that it burned out
vefore reaching the surface of the earth.

Source turned in no report of the incldent, but did talk about it with "several"
air line pilots regarding it's um:sal brightnesso

Source stated the object fell almost straight down,
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Age: Adult

Cecupation: Captain with Branlff International Airlines

Edueation: Collegs gradunate. Taught physics at the Univarsity of
Iowa for a pariod of tinme,

IX, RELIABILITY: The investigatars were not able to reach the Capuain himself as
he was out of the state on business, However his co-pllot, Jiifimiesesz, Who was
flying with the Captain related the incldent to the lnvestigators, The co-pilot
had taken Informsl notes of the event, |

IITI. SOURCE!S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTIFG:s While flying at about 3,000 fesat two miles
south of the Kansas City Municipal Alrport, a large ®greenish colored® object
appeared to the WNW at 18/012‘32 Dac 55. During the first instant the source states
that they had a tendency to duck as the object seemed so near, However the source
oulckly realized that the sighting was some distance away, Ho then informed the
passengers of the o)ject.

The source watched the object for about 10 seconds and told the co-pilot
that it was a "nickle meteorite®™ because of its greenlsh czst. The object appeared
to burn itself out before reaching the ground, | |

Upon landing the two flyers talked about the umusal sighting to their friends
vho had seen it from the ground. G 1'
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SUPPLE FITARY INVESTIGATIVE EFFCRTS:

le 4 call %o the University of Kansas at Kansas City, Konsas revealed that

this institution had no astronomer and that no information relative to the unknown
conld bs obtained from this source. | ~ .

2. The Kansas Clty Weather Bureau had no information on the objects The weathar
as of 18/0120Z Deo 55 for the areas where slghtings took place wes as followss

e, Xansas Clty, Missourl, OClean; Visibilily, 12 miles; Tmpéraﬁwe, 2073
Daw Point, 140; erxd Wind, N at 7 knots.

b. (imha, Nebraska (GECREF FJEM g517), (nearest weathor to Red Ouk, Iowa).
Ceiling, 14,000 scattered; Visibilily, 9 miles; Temperature, 14°; Dow Point, 89
| and Wind, ITE at 4 knots. |

3, The Fly“.;.ng Safety Office of the CAA had no information on the unknown
Sigh‘ting-

Lo A call wes made to the Kansas City Star to find cut the souree of their .
brlef story of 18 Dacember 55 stating that a metesorite had bean seen over the area,
The Investigators learned that the "Star" had recelved its story fram a Mr, Carroll
White at the Cortrol Tower at the Munlcipal Alrport.

5. & contaet with the Maniclipal Airport gave us CAA emplayee, I, Walte who had
secan the object and bagams angbhsr source, but he could not posiilively identiflly the
object which he had eson, *

6. By following a lesd mentionad in the TT from 31st AD (Def). contact was rade
with Captain Wil and his doscription of the sighting.

7. 4gain by ckeslng down a lead from the TT from 31st AD (Def), contact was
made via lelephons wilth the cily editor of the Lincoln Nebraska Journal of Lincoln,
Nebraska (GEOREF FJJL 27849). It had bean reported that "loud to moderate oxplosions®
were heard in conjunction with the sigating., The papear informed the Investigators
that such noises wera reported by an unknowm ratlroad yerdnman of the Burlington Iine
working at Humbolt, Nebraska (GEOREF FJKL 9318), The paner revealed further that a
Dr. C. B, Schultz of the University of llebraska was working on ths subject and wvas
a knowledzaable person in this field,
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:
l_ 8. Telephons contact was established wita Dr. Schuliuz, who 18 the Director of
i the Universily of llobraska Musoum at Lincoln. Ho stated that from all reportis
: vhich he recsived, and from consultations with Professor Ceolllins of that school's
[ Astronomy department, and the noted meteor:oxpért Dr, Lincoln La Paz of New Mexico,
_ that the thres of them had decided the object was definitely a moteorita., Thay
; further belioved that its tall exploded naor Humboli, labraska, but tha main pard

)
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struck the enrth somewhare south of DBeatrico, Nabraska (GECREF FIJL 1510), Dr, Scamlts

4 i B

sand Profassor Collizs were planaing to g9 looklng for the ohjest (ad naxt day. T
uninown opject they ware working with was of the same descriptlion as the ons roporied
from Kanses City, Mlssourl and from Red Cak, Iowa, The tine of oceursncs colncided
with the other renorts within a few minutes, Dr, Schultz was sure that both he and

oursalves vere talking of the same object,

Y
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| COMMENTS of Preparing Officesr:

1o In the opinion of ihe ,....eparing Officer, this sight :mg was caused by a
mateorite foxr the {ollowing reasonst

Ze <Lns direc'tian of the sightling from the various ranor‘t‘?ng points all
vector in towarda the humboli-Ceatrice srea, The reporting times are all within
the margin of human error, tnus they may be considered the same, Tha descrlntions
ars simillar in content, Thus 1% can be reasonably assumed that all thres: sources
saw ths sams objset and that it is the object Dr. C, B. Schultz inves ir: Wed,

a - L -
— i il ————

b, The three actual socurces all to one degree or another, suggasied by
themselves thatb the obj ect was a meleorite,

&, <The descripulons of the object, together with 1ts short dbservatlion |
orlod and its eharactoristic downward trajectory suggests it was a meteroite of .,

| mSUﬁl 8ize,

de Tho collective professional opinion of Dr, Schultz, Professor Collins R
and Dre Lincoln La Paz is not to be taken lightly. Thnis Is especlally true whan
gupoorted by the actual sourc2s plus the circunstances surrounding the objact,

g, 7The fact that the Red Ozk and Kemsas City observers thougnt the object |
burned out, while in Nebraska they believed it struck the earth can bs axplained, X
There is a haze which is known to aifect observailions near the horizon s is typical |
with the Mloss™ of stars near the horizon on even cleear nights. Since the horlzon |
is rolative to. tlie observer, when the msetcorite went past the horizon it would look to
the eastern observers as though il suddenly grew dim and then blackened cu’cﬂ Yot to
the west the metsorite dld nolt go past the horizon and through the haze, t.:ms, the
ocosarvers thers saw & different view,
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£. The possibility of zan alrcraft crash was :mves.,igc.. uda Tha CAA at
Xansas City, Missourl had no word of eny erashs in the area in questlon,

Ze The one fosture of the sighting vhich 1s unusual to tne lgymsn is the |
brightmess of the object and the repoarted expl‘wsn.on at rumoolt, liebraska, ilowever
Dr. Schultz was not suprised at the occurrence of an axnlosmn nor the greater than

averago. illwninaticmo
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COMMENTS of Approving Officer: | |

Gonéur with the bpinion of the Preparing Officer that the sighting desclribed'?-:‘[n
the above raport was caused by a meteorite, It is ths fnrthnr opinion of this haad-

Jd

| : n' | . ’ . '} A A ) W= o [
| quartaers that the mataorits w»3 of bolids %ype, accountlinz for tis explozioa 2ard in

Humcolt, lNebraska.
)~
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JOHN M WHITE

Colonel, USAF
Commander _
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