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2. LOCATION

12. CONCLUSIONS

o O Was Boall
23 Aug 55 Arlington, Va 0 P?:boblyogzlloon

3. DATE-TIME GROUP O Possibly Balloon

4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION

O Wos Aircraft
R A (R L P O SAC PRI C P PO 39 Ground- Vi sual O Ground-Radar ) PronInly A!reroﬁ
eMT_24/0200-03007 0O AirVisual O Air-Intercept Rador |8 Possibly Aireralt
S. PHOTOS . SOURCE O Was Astronomical
O Yes | O Probobly Astronomical
-3 No alatd 14 an 0O Possibly Astronomicol
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE 0 Other UNIDENTTRTED
O Insufficient Dota for Evaluation
0% Unknown
R0 mir olK... 8 Il/ &
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS
f'lat disc or star shape, orange color -
56 - 8 obis. No ragular formation.
Jery high - very raplid speed. UNIDENTIFIZED.,
ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)
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II, STMMARY: Several midemtified flying.objects were asighted in the
vicinity of Arlington, Virginia at 24/0215% August 55. The infor-nat ion c':'éﬁtaine .
in this report mas obtained frcm an investigation conducted to determine the ac '
| ®1 cause of the sighting,
|

e

III. INVESTICATCR: 2/Lt Charles L. Berrier, AC3019814
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Captain, USaF
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Occupation: Retired

Education: (2) Years college

Quralifications: Mr is a gtudent of astroncmy. He owns
and operates a 400 power astroncmical telescove
through which he las observed the planets,
Mars, Venus, Jupiter, Saturn, etc. He has ob-
served numerous meteors and ccmets, including
Haley's comet when it last appeared several
years ago.

_ II., RELIABILITY: Good

III, SCURCE'S DESCRIPTION (F SIGHT ING3

" On August 23, 1955 at about 10:45 pm EST, my friend (Rev. N
oD =1d I were standing near the south side of my house, facing to the south) .
when my attention was called to a moving object in the sky. 1t mas oarangs in color
and mas travelling south at a higzh altitude and great speed. After observing its
flight for about fifteen seconds, it turned sast and disapprearsd about ten seconds
later, Shortly aftermards we were scanning the sky and another object of the zame
type appearsd in the southwest, It remained vismble for two or three minutes., At one
time we could spot three of them travelling a great distance apart and in the smame
general direction, but shortly aftermmpds they took differenmt courses, One circled the
dcme of the sky while the other made a semi-circle and reversed itself before returning
on its original course. The octher circled the dome of the sky and then turned and
72nt directly across the dome of the sky. Another appeared to come to a3 complete stop
Aand then it corntinued on 1ts regular course , While it was standing still it loocked
like one of the stars in back of it, At one time, when one was turning, i% appeared
%0 have 3 red dome which mas visble through the binoculars. The objects appeared to
be above the atmosphere of the earth since they didn't appear to lose altitude aas an
objeet would ahen pRssing over the horizon, They never showed signs of losing their

brilliance and didn't fly in formation at any time, I think that the visgble light =as
dize 10 reflection from the sun,”® .
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Part Two

s Arlinzton, Virginia

23

Age:

Occupation: LMLinister

Education: Pogt<Craduate

Qualifications: Private pilot

II, RELIABILITY: Good

SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION CF SICHTING:

through his friend's telescope when he noticed a light in the sky which he at first
reesuned to be a Jot, It suddenly disappeared but no sound seemed to accomrany the

light, Shortly aftermards, SOURCE related seeing three diferent and distinet lichts
in the sky, each aprearing to be moving in a different direction from the other two,

Ldd o SOURCE had been observing stars

The objects seemed to possess a bright orange color and have

sk-like srapes, SOURCE further estimated their speed in "thousands of miles per houxr
in order to go across the dome of the sky in a few minutes.” SOCURCE'S estimate of
he altitude above the earth at which these objects were travelling was trat they
were ® high enough to reflect the sun's light."

In conclusion, SOURCE stated that he masn't sure whether the obiescts
! or 3 mechAanical devise, but that he M3 inclined to beliavt
that they mwere mechanical .creations of another planet since he didn't belisve any
rarth-nade devise would be capable of treavelling that hizh and that fast,
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SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTIGATIVE EFFCRTS:

| 1. A check with the Air Traffic Control Center at Washingten Naticnal Alrport,
| {GeoRaf GJNJ 5856), for information in confirmation of the 23 August UFUB sighting
; vieldad negative resulis,

2. Ny wigmd to the US Weather Bureau at the Washington
atioml Alrport (see Inclil), stated tkat his only knowledge of the sighting came {rom
12401at Air Base Wing officials at Andrews AFB who called his office for weather data at

the time of the sighting.

3, Andrews AFB Operations and Weather(GecRef GJPJ 02i8) was contacted but h2d no
information to give in regard to thes 23 August UF(B sighting.

4. Bolling AFB Operations and Weather(GecRef GINJ 5857) likewise offered no con-
firmation.

5 The Assistant Chief of ieteorological Ubservations, US Weather Bureau, Washing
ton, D.C., very cordially furnished the following information on talloons controlled
by the US Weather Service: 1) That weather balloocns are launched every six hours by
eather Service stations throughout the country. 2) These balloons often are of the
500# rasonde variety, containing either a magnesium bulb or an auto-activated illumi-
rating attachment, Either of these two types of lighting would be difficult to observe
once the carrier reachss an altitude of 10,000 ft., which, assuming the average rate
of ascent to be 6C0ft/min,, would be accamplished within 10-12 minutes. 3) That the
Silver Hill Weather Station,(GecRef GJRI-0550), is the principal station operated by
the US Vieather Service in the Mashington vicinity.

- ' - o~ ol L . S T * - T - et | - sl AL .";'_"'.*._".1_ " 3
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6, The Director of the Silver Hill Weather Station, Mr., Argonne, disclosed that
2 rasonde balloon af the regular type had been released on the evening of 23 August
| at 10:00 EST, It had travelled in a2 northeasterly direction(tomrd Arlington, Virginia)
| 2g it disappeared from view, By 10:15 EST, the balloon would have been directly over
. Arlington at an approximate altitude of 15,000 ft., and increasing according to its
|
:

e AT gBert | B bl e e - A B A ™ e

normal rate of 2ascent., Its comrse at this time could have been.followed by birnccunlars.

7. The US Naval Observatory, Wasnington, D.C., w3 contacted by telephone but

Aas unable to confirm the sighting., Mr, J.L. Gossner af the OUbservatory!s Equatorial

Division, when told of the traversing and random shifting of the UFUB, mentioned that
.~ the turbulence frem the earth's atmosphere might produce this impression if a star were
' obgerved through the atmosphere media, Whether 6X100 binoculars could record this
| phencmenon seemed doudtful to him, (This was the type of binoculars used by the Arling
' ton observers.) Mr. further stated that on the night of 23 August at approxi-
- mately 10:15 EST he had noticed 2 bright light in the sky accompanisd by a red light.
. Though there ma3 no sound audibls, he felt that the lights were from an aireraft fly-
ing at an extiremely high altitude, He reported that it had changed direction several
- times while he @3 observing it. His suggestion was that the Arlington observers may
. have seen the same thing which he had, but merely had interpreted it differently.

8, Maj]. Slcan of the 75th AA Bn, Andrews AFB, Maryland, was contactsd but mas me-
able To confirm any of the sizhtings with positive radar data.

fense of the Tlashington area, very courteously offered that his unit had had 25-30

|
1
| 9. Likewise, Maj. Sutton, AL Ops Officer, 19th AA Group, charged with the A de-
j radAr scanners operating in his area of responsibility at the time of the (cont, p.5)
i
|

HITE .. IS mCU'ﬁiENT _TZGN.TAIHS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NAT/ONAL CEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES NITHIN TrE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGEACT. % U S. C. -
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SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTIGATIVE EFFCRTS: (cont.)

9. sighting and pothing unusudl was reported by his various installations,
In addition he mentioned that he has 6-7 sets operating in the Arlington vicinity,

10, Lt., Beale of the 647th ACE&W Sq, Mamssas, Virginia reported that he had
received no inforration which might serve to confirm the Arlington sighting.

11, The Baltimore-Washington Filter Senter gave a negative report on the
UFCB sighting when approached by the Flight 3-H investigator.

12, Finally, Olmstead Flight Service Center was questioned about the sighting.

Capt. Anderson, the Officer on duty in liiddleton reported that his office had receivec
| no iaformation in confirmation of the UFCB sighting on 23 August,

13, Weather data during observed flight of UFUB was as follows:

1, TT MSG AISOP 713 FM CQMDR 4602D AISS,ENT AFB,COLO,

Concition of Clouds Yisdibllity
l Clear 12 Miles %
l Winds Alof%:
! Altitude Degrees Knots
6,0C0 350 _ 15
10,CC0 320 10
S | W TR AR 270 15
20 ,C00 | 250 10
30,000 280 10
‘ 45,000 34
| 50,000 | 24
i 20,C00 AR |
a
!
|
|
|
| 1 Inecls

| WUTE THI5 DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL NEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES NITHIN THE MEANING OF THE E3PIONAGE ACT, 50U 5. C ~
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(7) 012 N-N'H & 1330 DEG
(B) 350 DEG 15X MM 320 DEG 1CK GMM 270 DEG 15K CuMM

250 DEG 1CK CMM 280 DEG 1CK CMM 280 DEG 34K CMM
270 DEG 24K CMM 1CO DEG 17K
(C) UNLIMITED
(D) 12 MILES ' |
(E; NCONE
(F) NONE

(8) NONE XNOWN

(9) NCNE SINCE WE WERE NCT ADVISED UNTIL AFTER CBJFCTS HAD
CISAPPEARED

NCNE KNCWXN
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Incl.#1, Part Three i
TT AISOP 713 FM CQUMDR A602D AISS ENT AFB COLO
MEBO 21 YTEO 20 YYC198ENA197
DE RJEDEN 246 bl
1 P 2421002
FM CQMDR 4602D AISS ENT AFB COLO X
1; TO OIC FIT 3 H 46020 AISS MCGUIRE AFB NJ
/UNCIASSIFIEDZAISOP 713 PD POL TEST TAKEN FM TT MSG ANF OGBO 257 UF(B $
CMM FM CQMDR 1401 ABWG ANDREWS AFB MD FD 4
(1) APPEARED TO BE FLYING SAUCERS
(A) SAUCER ON FIAT DISK SHAFE
(B) MAY BAVE BEEN STAR SEAPE
1 (c; CRANGE :
(D) 6 16 8 _ ¢
(E§ NO REGUIAR FCRMATICON g
R ] (F) NO _ 3
%G) NONE FLEW AND STOPFED AND THEN FLEW ON . 4
(I) WERE FLYING VERY HIGH AT A TERRIFIC RATE OF SFEED ¥
(2) FLYING IN ALL DIRECTIONS AT AN ESTIMATED HEIGHT (F 50 TO 100 MILES ¢
3 (A) CBSERVING THE MOON AT THE TIME CF SIGHTING PD WERE AT THE
! | DBENERAL POSITICN OF THE PIANE‘I‘ SATURN PD CBJECTS SEEMED TO APPEAR |
. { OUrCP THINAIRPD
; (B) NEGATIVE
(C) NEGATIVE
| (D) NO SET PATH PD ZIGZAGGING AND SIOPPIm
i (E) DISAPPEARED CCQMPLETELY ALL GF A SUDDEN ;
R | (P) 25 TO 30 MINUTES j
* 1 (3) (A) GRCUND VISTAL »
‘ (B) BINCCULARS 7X50 1
1 (;8) N /A :'
(1) (A) GROUND VISTAL
] (B) NIGHT&CLFAR&NO CLOUDS o
: (5) NEGATIVE
(6) (A — H CMM ARLINGTON CMM '
VA PD JA76403 RIg IT) RESERVE (FFICER CMM
ARMY CMM ACTIVE RESERVES C R CMM E
ARLINGTON VA PD JA 88955 MISS W
| HOSPITAL UNIT
| (B) WEATHER BURFAU CMM WASHINCTON MATIONAL AIRPCRT CMM
l{ WAITFR BRANDSTETTIR 1

. g L

(1¢)

NOTE. THIS CCCUMENT COMNTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING ThE NATICONAL REFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGEACT, 0 U S C. =~
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(11; NEGAT IVE
(12) NONE 3
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BT . %
2L4/2239Z AUG RJEDEN

CHARLES L. BERRIFR
2/1%., USAF
Ags't OIC, Flt 3-H
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COMMENTS of the Premring Officert

1. In the opinion of ths Preraring Officer, the 23 August 1955 sightirg
of a UFCB in the Washingtom, D.C, area w3 caused by misinterpretations of the
chapging course of an ascending Rasonde weather btalloon by observers on the ground,
ccombined by the later sighting of a high flying aircraft bearing multiple lightsa, ?
b
:

changing directlion and apraremtly emitting no scund, Though there was actw@lly no
association between the first and the second object, the fact that the secornd phenomerjon
appeared so closely wpon the first created the miscomception that the two were associztted,

2,. i1 general appearance the first clearly observed object A3 crarge in
color and had a disc-like configuration, which seems to leave no doubt that this
object could have been a weather trlloon, The Silver Hill rasonde balloon mas launchecd
at approximately 10:00 EST and a3 observed to be travelling in the direction of
Arlington as it rassed fram the view of the weather statiom,

be Also, this btalloen which within ten to twelve minutes after launching
could have been tracked for at least 25 minutes thereaflter by observers on the ground
possessing €X100 binoculars.,

Ce An aircraft flying 2 changing pattern high above the city could easily
have created the apparent directional changing phenomenom, which,if accanranied by no
sound and appearing closely after the sighting of the first object, may quickly hHave
teen attributed by excited observers on the ground to strange flying objects , eithe
in or fram outer srAce, This latter conclusion as to the origin and location of the
object or objects might at first appear ridiculous, but to a persaon who is more prope
1y acquainted with celestial activity, sueh an assumpticn might enter the mind quite
r84dily..-=-= Both observers were confident that what they saw had not ccme from zarth

d. One of the princiral reasons the observers doubted that +the phencmerne
could lIave been caused frcm a rising talloon or an aireraft traversing the sky wmas
its apparent speed., The speed of an object when recordedby the rAkeded eye can be
highly deceptive, particularly at night, _

A2 flgnaon,

CHESTER B, HANSON
Captain, USAF
-.0fficer in Chargse

CARMENTS of Approving Officer:

l. Further investigation requested of Flight 3-H revealsd that radar contacts
viare nsazative in the Arlington arga at the time of the s3izhting, eliminating aircrafst
A5 & cause of the sighting. Although winds aloft could substantiate the course of
the first object as being a talloon, the speed and duration of the sizntinz do not
correlate with those of a balloon. The other objects, similar in descrintiom %o the
tirst, do not conform to any known phencmena.

%

l
s
|
2. ihis report is forwarded to ATIC as ™unknown'. !
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£ THIS DCCUMENT CONTAINS INFOFMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 30 i) 5. C.—
JAND 32 A5 AMENDED. TS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANMER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 1S PROMIBITED BY LAW.

(TowAYY NOT BE REPROCUCED IN 'WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHMER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OfF THE DIRECTOR OF
NTLLLIGENCL, USAF.
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