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' 5. PHPTOS 6. SOQURCE X Was Astronomical
i 0 Yes O Probably Astronomical
| 2 No UNX O Possibly Astronomical
L e
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GE. THREE JESYQ 718

. MILITARY UNK
‘s WEATHER AND WINDS ALOFT AT TIME AND PLACE OF SIGHTING
“y PATRICK AFB XLA :333CST - 3239 BROKEN 15 MILE VISIRBILITY
3. SURFACE 545 DEGREES/ 15 KNOTS
044 FEET 287 DEGREES/ 15 XNOTS
"5 ,33% FEET 24% DEGREE 17  KNOTS

</
'$,229 FEET 360 DEGREES/ 8 KNOTS
1,333 FEET 342 DEGREES/ 15 KNOTS

p— - p—- I — ra— T e S —— i g W oo - A e
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[ 323 DEGREES/ 23 KNOTS
55 4399 FEET 28).DEGREES/ 52 KNOTS

5,823 FEET 279 DEGREES/ 45 KNOTS

De VEISIBLILATY &9

~« CLOUD COVER BRCKEN CUMULUS

ro THUNDERSTORMS NONE

e PREVICUS REPORTS OF FALLING OCBJECTS PARTIALLY IDENTIFIED
oC1eVED FROM POINTS AS FAR EAST AS SAVANNAH GA AND AS FAR
inGNA MISSe FOR TIMES VARYINMG FROM 1252C TO 1529C .32 NOV.

o NONE KNOWN
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2 ¢ UNK

11¢ OPERATIONS OFFICER MAXWELL FLT SVC MAXWELL AFE ALA.
cALLING C2JiCT WHICH HIT HOUSE AT SYLACAUGA ALABAMA VAS R
rivD EXAMINED BY SPECIAL WEAPONS OFFICE AT MAXWELL AF2 AL
AT GEIGER COUNT ZERQO, ULTRA VIOLET NORMAL FLORESLNCE,

AP PARENTLY SAME AS COMMON EARTH VARIETY
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SCRIPTION OF COURSE OF
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y DR OBJECT () ¢
Ae BRILLIANT FLASH
Be AT APPROA 30000 TO 35,000 FT
Ce EAPLODED
De UNKNOWN
e EAPLOSION
Fo MOVMENTARY
>e UMANNER OF OBSERVATIONSG

AWM GROUND VISUAL - AIR VISUAL

Et L‘}OHE
Ce F=36 NUMBRER UNKNOWN, AT 25000 FEET SPEED U {VOWNy, HOME STATION
CHARLESTCN AFB, S.C.
“e 1IME AND DATE OF SIGHTINGS
Ae I0N3402Z
Bs  1GHT
>e LOCATICNS OF CORBRSERVER(S):
CHAKLESTON AFE, SC TOWER (GROUND)
AIEEORNMNE CVER CHA
LESTON AFR (AERIAL)
M IDENTIFYING INFORMATION OF ALL ORSERVERS:
As CIVILIAN
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>y MILITARY
P.D. BUTTRY, CAPT. 444TH MO [
FoPWM ERICKSON 13T LT 444TH FIGHTER INTERCEPTOR S?, CHARLESTON AFB 3C
JC COOK 2ND LT (SAME)
Je)e GIEBEONS 2ND LT KSAME)

7« WEATHER AND WINDS ALOFT AT TINME AND PLACE OF SIGHTINGS

AL TLEAR AND 19 MILES VISIBILITY

Ze SURFACE 03C DEGREES/ b #

1, 000FEET 250 EG NOTS
16, 000FEET 270 DEGR 0TS
20, 000FEET - 260 DEG NOTS

KNCTS

KNOTS

000 FEET UNKNOWN DEGREES/ UNKNOWN KNOTS
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Chapter v
OUT OF THE SKY: METEORS AND FIREBALLS

About one o'clock in the afternoon on November 30, 1954, a Spec-
tacular meteor flared across the southeastern part of the United
States and exploded. Many persons in Alabama, Georgia, and Mis-
sissippi saw the bright flash high in the sky, followed by a trail of
smoke, and heard three violent detonations. Over the town of
Svlacauga, Alabama, a nine-pound fragment of the falling meteoric
body crashed through the root of a house, bruised the left arm and
hip of the unlucky resident, and came to rest on the floor. Members
of the American Meteoritics Society collected detailed descriptions
of the event from many witnesses and added this davlight fireball
to the official list of observed meteorite falls from which meteorites
are recovered [1, p. 128].

UFO addicts. however, apparently regarded both the meteor and
its fragments as unnatural phenomena, and a leading exponent of
the saucer theory characterized the bright flash as “mysterious,” the

g explosions as both “strange” and “mysterious,” the nine-pound frag-
ment as a “shining black object” that was “labeled” a meteorite,

and the entire incident as “a queer business™ {2, p. 231 ]

iy I

To the astronomer who specializes in the study of meteors the
only “queer” aspect of the episode is that saucer publications list
so few mysterious UFOs for that particular week when similar spec-
tacular fireballs were almost a commonplace in the southeast states.
On November 2g a meteor flew over Alabama at 5:30 P.M., and
2bout two hours later another with a long tail soared over Florida.
On November 70 at 5:00 p.M., a few hours after the fall at Sylacauga,
another bright fireball flashed over Alabama. Shortly before mid-
niczht the same night a meteor fAamed over North Carolina, so bril-
liant that its copper-green light illuminated the interior of cars on
the highway; blue-green fire shot out above the treetops, changed
to magnesium white, and then slowly faded. Detailed observations
of all these appeared in the scientific journal Meteoritics (1, P 128].
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| ‘ﬂ!ﬁnd her husband said they p!annedlﬂh# ran outside after regaining her

* 1to demand that the Air Force re-c ompn-.ure and saw, about a mile
¢ Yturn the stone-like object to them'up, "a Kind of boiling smoke.”

-

'-. as a souvenir, . Editor James E. Mills of the.
*| She said she was lying on her Scripps-ifoward Birmingham Post-:
<ofa when she heard the explosion Herald saw the phenomenon soutia-
that was plainly visible to persons aast of Birmingham.

from Atlanta to Greenville, Miss. | “It looked something like a she!

‘ A [ewW Secondb iater, she 1"H""’.l('.i thei v
‘ tneteorl[e came tearing [hrougn me burst hut ~ave O[f wnite SmOﬂu
1roof of her home. Then it trailed oif in a spiral 1004

' Mrs.  Hodges, who was later feet below - and was visible fo
l.tl:,eﬂtb@sfor shock and bruises, sa1d}about'-15r minutes,’”” Mius said.
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‘Meteorite -

The star that fell on Alabama
—a meteorite that clobbered into
a living room and struck a house-
wife—was slated to arrive at
Wright-Patterson Air Force base
Friday afternoon for study.

. Air Technical Intelligence cen-
ter officials will examine the-
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“hief Asheraft Holds Evidence; Mayor Howard, I'lght.—AP. ' nine-pound rock before return- |

FELL THROUGH ROOF

SYLAC. AUGA.

Ala.,

Deec.

- P)—Mrs.” Hulett Hodges,

‘a/ling meteorite, demanded to-

.red her.

1e  meteorite,
28 in diameter, fell through

roof leaving a three-foot hole
. struck her on the hip and hand
She was only

S1X

‘orday afternoon.
sntly injured, however, by
ant *"'.a;. may have been one of' bama in Tuscaloosa.

nat fell from a 40-mile high
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Woman Demands A. F.

Return Fallen Meteorite

1.—-,explosion visible in three states.
' A helicopter crew {rom Maxwell
<t known person ever struck by (Air Force base, Ala., flew to Mrs.
jHodges’ home to examine the ob-
- that the Air Force return the!ject and the Air Force said it would
~» rhat ripped into her home and be taken to Air Force laboratories
: in Washington. |
1ght Sylacauga Mayor Ed J. Hnw-
ard, apparently unaware of the
Air Force'’s plans, said the nine-
pound object would be placed in
the state museum of natural his-
the| tory at the University o! \la-

-

But the 32-vear-old Mrs. Hodgés

. -—-—=~:—-—————'—_——?*'ﬂ L

. ing it to its star-struck owmer,
‘Mrs. Hewlett Hodges of Syla-
cauga, Ala.

Mrs. Hodges was lying on a
soft in her home Tuesday when
the stone crashed throuch her
roof, bruising her hip and hand.
Thus she became the only human
ever known to be str'uck by a
meteorite. -

The Hodges, who have obtained
an attorney to make sure they
get their rock back, said Friday
they plan to sell it to the highest
hidder and hope to get more than
0000,

A Muncie, Ind., mumtmns fac
tory, the Smithsonian institution
and the Alabama state museum

“are reported all interested in the
object. |
) And ATIC ofﬁcna.ls at Wright-
Y ifterson have promised the-

jzes they will get their:
meteorite back — in = *'several
days.”” e
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Meteorite

Bids Are
Comin,g In

Bids on the nine-pound meteorite
that plummeted into an Alabama
living room four days ago and
struck a housewife, were flving!
thick and fast Saturday. '

But the meteorite itself was aAp-
parently fiving low and slow—
courtesy of the U, S. Air Force.

Oificials at Wright-Patterson Air
Force base said the rock—orizinal-

| lv slated to arrive here for analy-
l sis F'riday afternoon wasn't in vet.

;m:t they “presume it's en I‘nu're.”é
;.-\i:' Technical Inteliigence center!
Specialists will study the meteorite |
‘before returning it to its nwners.l

- ol

A -

-'.'*' | Mr. and Mrs. Hewlett Hodges of|
» Sylacanga, Ala. i

1 s - .
MEANWHILE, Hodgzes renorted |
receiving at least 73 bids for the!
object including one from the!
Evansville «Ind.) public museum .

o

‘WAL s

} said to be “in excess of $3000 ' It
o . wiil o, he said, to the hichest!

Associ:atec Press iyt
}; 4 1(1"‘::

{ Meteorite Right Through the Roof e 510 200 BABA RS 108 S100 e

It plunzed into her home Thesday.

Viry., Hewlett Hodges (center) was bruised Tuesday when | IS confined to a Sviacauea hospitai
, ” : ' he roof of bl b 4 9yiacauza aospiral
vtruck by a meteorite which crashed through t recovering from bruises and nery-

her Sylacauga, Ala, home. Mrs, Hodges is st:andinq beneath o T—— 'k
‘he hole in the roof. Right, holding meteorite fragment, is e
Pohiee Cheif W, D. Ashcraft, R
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. Meteorite ™
| Bids Are

'Coming In

et | =
Bids on the nine-pound meteorite|
that plummeted into an Alabamal

living room four days ago and
sfruck a housewife, were flying

thick .and fast Saturday.

But the meteorite itself was ap-
parently flying low and slow—
courtesy of the U, S. Air Force.

|
'
|

Force base said the rock—original-
ly slated to arrive here for analy-
!’sis Friday afternoon wasn't in yet.

But they ‘“‘presume it’s en route.”’

| Alr Technical Inteliigence center

specialists will study the meteorite

before returning it to its owners,

Mr. and Mrs. Hewlett Hodges of

Sylacauga, Ala, T
o & =

MEANWHILE, Hodges reported
receiving at least 75 bids for the
object including one from the
FEivansville (Ind.) publie museum |
sald to be “in excess of $3000.'* Itl-l
will go, he said, to the highest |
‘bidder.

Mrs. Hodges, who was struck on
‘the hip and hand by the Stone when/
It plungzed into her home Tuesday,,
15 confined to a Svlacauga nospital
recovering {rom bruises- and nerv-
o = gfra s iy ‘T4 2 i

-

leteorite Right Through the Roof|

. Hewlett Hodges (center) was bruised Tuesday wPen
10Kk by a meteorite which erashed through 'the roof of
TS v!aéauga. Ala., home. Mrs. Hodgzes is sf:a.ndmg beneatﬁh

ole in the roof. Right, holding meteorite fragment, is
o Cheif W, D. Ashcrait, . AT R I T
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There's Gofd in That Thar Meteorite ﬁhﬁ Gets Bafﬂ
The Metecrife

That Hit Her

(’_--a—r
i

-h'l--..,

e
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to keep the meteorite from itsjPatterson Alr Force Base, Day- l

n”htful OWners. ton, Ohio.
Mrs. Hodges was on a sofa] A colonel from \Wrigzht-Patter-

Tuesday when the ninepound-|son also telephoned Mr. Hodges

-,_ L] F r'

1124 P'-u.

SYLACAUGA, Ala, Dec. 3.—
"2 owners oithe only meteor-

te Rnown to have.struck a.,.x came crashing through her|and assured him the meteorite
human sajd todav they plan to';oof The meteorite badly would be returned. But he nr T Dee. & (t1.P) —Mprs. |
<n]] the object “to the highest|bruised her. She entzred a hos-|couldn't say when. ¥c o b I;odg;s M;_ Ko ;n,:te(;m;
idder” and hope to get more|pital because of insomnia, she] A Muncie, -Ind., munitions{*" """ " Pogh o5 g |
the Smithsonian Insti-Pa<k today. The Air Foree form-

'““1 53,000, said. - factory, _ »,
. and Mrs. Hewlett Hodgzes| The Air Force now has the|fution in Washington and theply returned to the 32-year-old

1-1 the>85,000- price was sug-stone and sent a message totstate museum of natural history|Sylaeauga, Ala., housewife the 19—-}

1 -ted- -oyWan attorney who: was|Mr. Hodges last' night saying itfare among. those.interested infpound meteorite that crashed |
7aged to:se theat no-one tried|was being studied. at Wright-!purchasing the object. hrouzh the reof of her home Nov. |

p 30 and strack her on the arm ana
nip. |
DT ey M. TR I o, AL AL Mrs. Hodzes is hospﬁaﬁze&.l
EAt e’ ONET SRS T 0 ' | agc AR Her attorney, Huel M. Love of
1 | Y ' " i Sl 0T Y Talladega, Ala., accepted the stone

DAILY NEWS
ROUVD TRIP

' Alabama’s Star Now
Closer To Housewife

The Daily News Burean,
hld Albes BIdK’

WASHINGTON, Dec. 10., — The
‘nine-pound, ' ‘“‘transient’’ megteorite|
was on the next-to-the-last leg “of
its travels which started when it
iell from the skies 10 davs ago and:

bopped an Alabama housewife on
!tht? I::rm while she was resting. The national museum sugzested

- \Irs Hodges accept an offer of
| De

LT v l.f she could get it. That came
SOV, ST SIARSY Srou) Tauadaga from Siegfried Weng, director of A

\e\’r week, Love added. the stone
'will be turned over to the Smith-
‘sonian Institution for a thorough
scientific analysis. A {ew days azo
the Smithsonian told The Daily
News bureau it would not get into a
'blddmg war for the object.
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Mrs. Hewlett Hodges

' Ala., obtained the meteorite for| :
j:MII‘S. Hulet HOdges, Salacauga. ‘the Evallb\f'll]e Ind. museum and a Gets her pw own meteorite

| . \ : former Daytaman ; g , E
'Ala., housewife, in a ceremony in ' from Maj. Gen. Joe W. Keily in

* the oifice of Rep. Kenneth A. Rob-
erts (D-Ala.) and said 1t would be
sold to the highest bidder.

'his otfice yesterday.
-~ Rep. Roberts said the Air
' Force turned over the stone to

o I 520,000 Ofer
 Hodges, > > . P
. for its return a week ago. The Love said the Hedges have re

ceived “fantastic offers” for the
meteorite, ranging up to 320,000.
Te said he would turn the stone
lover to the Smithsomian Institation

meteor had been under study at
the Air Technical Intelligence
center at Wright-Patterson Air
{"orce base in Dayton.

— i — W — - ——

I‘.hj. Gen. Joe W. Keily, director ifor a therough screntilic analjsx.s
" Air Force liaison on Capitol Hill, J : before it 3s soid L
mﬁdnd it over'to attorney Love. | ; . P. Hewmdersom asszoeiate

said the Air Force had taken Smithsonian ewrater, sajd the me-
| teorite was the *“first wrtnessed

.-;‘*'H'."'ﬁ . ST : S a[‘f -

, ;:srs;gono:;u;g]iltaifor Te el:m?'}ful:ing ;1:;11 that ever. stroek a human be-
A Hp ¢ tr}: lies ' ing.” It smashed through the roof
DAL 1RUS° L0 W0 ' SNI1ES. of the Hedges’ home and struck
[Love said Mrs. Hodges plans to M Hmﬂ as she lay on a couch.

!L{r‘
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| ':-11 the meteor to the highest
i aer He said several '‘fantastic
[‘ ..... ~3' have been recen ed, anging

:..om 2 to 320,000__ s 3 0T

Kelly said the Air Force took
LeIMpoOrary nossession of ‘he stone
part of 1ts respomsibility for
welyuung thm: fails Irom the

sky="

E
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Y when ,John: Donne wrote “Go and.

icatch a falling star” he thought be. was

*creating an .image o! impossibility. But
¥.a Mrs. Hulett Hodges of Sylacauga, Ala,
¥ who perhaps doesn’t redad John Donne
& (few people.do, these days), VeIy nearly

Ecaught a falling star. Rather, it very
# nearly caught her. She was struck on the
hip and hand by 2 meteorite thad ripped.
‘through the roof of her home while she
‘was taking a nap. It was only a nine-
;pound_ meteorite, €n astral :+:fragment
‘& which the skies will never miss, But to"
‘§ 2urs. Hodges, it is her meteorite, Rer per-
;sonal evidence that stars once really fell

.on Alabama. Ry R W G |
. Now they want 10 take it away from -
_her. “They” means the Air Force and the
-State  Museum of Natural History. The

“Air Force has taken possession of the

- ¢'meteorite and . says At . F’m be ..sen.t; L0, 1 Jﬂl}ﬂf
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museum, located in Tuscaloosa,  8aVS it
wants the meteorite for display purposes.

wMrs. Hodges, who obviously is<a forth-

right woman, says she wants the meteor-

ite neither for display nor for research.
She merely wants 10 preserve it, in the
good old American fashion, as a souvenir
to' talk about when folks drop in.

- geience. of course, must be served, and
perhaps some kind of a compromise Ccan
‘be worked out whereby the Air¥orce can
conduct its experiments’and return the
meteorite forthwith td Mrs: ‘Hodges. In
her turn, she might be willing to lend it
to thé museumoccasionally, say on. 2l-

ternate “Sundays. But it might well be

made the law of:the land: any meteorite:

. falling on any person shall belong to
said person. . le

4
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1on @ sofa in her living. room when
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VANSVILLE
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Ex-Daytonian Seeks

-
e it =he

.-Bv BETTY A. DIETZ

|

pay more than §100 a2 pound or 2
Daily News Staff Writer wtl?l of $300 for the meteor.
When “Mrs. Hodges' meteorite” e . wner-—h_irs. 'HOd-ge‘

e D ‘s Wright « Patt get a higher price, she'd betier
leaves Davion's Wright - Pa erson|take it ‘“with a kiss.'' said a

Air Force base, it may continue g, vecman for the Smithsonian's
under the Dayton influence. |division of minerology and pe:

For if Siegried Weng, former|trology. The larger the meteor.
Davtonian, has his way, "'the starithe Jower the value. he added.
that fell on Alabama'’ will V.’ind'Hmnrever' the Smithsonian hacs!
up in his custodyr at the Evans-loffered free appraisal of the

ville, Ind., Museum .of Arts and
Sciences. I

meteor, | |
The rock was delivered Monday!

-Weng, director of the Evansville to Wright-Patterson Air Force base

institution, says museum otficialsl
are ‘‘up in the clouds’’ over the
. prospect of acquiring the meteorite
that fell on the Salacuaga, Ala.,
- housewife. "
I Mrs. Hewlett Hodges

was Jving

the nine-pound meteroite maade her
see stars last week. Mrs. Hodges,
whose hip and hand were bruised
by the blow, is believed to be the
only person who was ever hit by

where it is being studied by Air|,
Technical Intelligence .center of-|
WENG SAID ﬁ)e meteor is of

ficials, ’ .
scientific interest for two reasons.

“First, many have been hit by,
meteors before but: Mrs, Hodges
i1s the first to survive, *

“'Second, the rock ‘mev sub-
stantiate the theorv that the core
of meteors is verv cold.”

-

- When R. Malcolm Koch, presi-:
dent of the Ewvansville museum

FOR 20 YEARS director of the/and an astronomer by avocation,
Dayton Art Institute, Weng said|talked to Mrs. Hodges she was
Tuesday In a telephone conversa-|astonished when he asked her if
tion that the Indiana museum’'s|the meteor had been cold. _ l
bid of 55000 for the meteorite| Mrs. Hodges told Koch the rock
still tops the list of nearly 100/had been too cold to handle, ac-
offers.. An attorney for Mrs.|cording to Weng. . el
Hodges also indicated she was par-| Acquisition-of the meteor should)
ticulariy interested in seeing the|make the Evansville museum a na-|
Evansville museum get the meteor.|tional shrinre, Weng is convinced.

Dick Cull Jr., writing for The| The museum, which has an all-|
Daily. News bureau in Washington, (public planetarium, one of two in
Meonday revealed that the Smith-|/Indiana, is now raising funds for!l
sonian museum would like to have new quarters. Weng said 1the
the heavenly rock. But curators/drive has thus far brought in
there admit they aren't willing to$453,000 against & needed $600,000,

e " At

2 meteorite and survived.
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412 O3JECT PICTURED IN THE ATTACHED THREE (3) PHOTOGRAPYS T3 A CIECE CF A

-IETSCRITE WHICH CRASHED THRY ‘TR 5 0USE I3 SYTLACAUGA, ALABAHA OW

<> NOVEMBER 1954, IT IS VERY PRUBABLY A MEMBER OF THZ ANDROMID CHOWER ALAYS

C33ERVED WITH VARYING DEGRERS OF PROMINENCE FRCOH 24 NOVEMEER TO { DECEMBER, IT

WSIGHED APPROXIMATELY EIGHT (3) POUNDS, EIGHT (3) OUNCES.

; A
TR RJRCP PICTURED IN THE ATTFACHED THREE (3) FHOPOGRAPHS IS A PIECE UF

4TCH cRASHED THRU vegiBEMBERENE 1CUSE IN STLACAUGA, ALABAMA ON
METEORITE 3 SHED *

_ ANDROMID SHOWER AIMAYS
" PRARARLY A MEMBER OF THE
OVEMBER 1954. IT I3 VERY

25 N

JELE b
"BSERYZD WITE VARYING DEGREES OF PROMINENCI FRCM 24 NOVEMBER TO 7 DECZEABER

wETGHED APPROXIMATELY EIGHT (3) POUNDS, EIGH? (3) OUNCES,







-3 CBJECT PICTURED IN THR ATTACHED THRER {3) SHOPOCRASHS IS 4 PTECE OF A

DTECRITE WHICH CRASHED THRU RS, odRRGSCUS 2 1 SYLACAUGA, ALABAMA OF

\

25 UCVEMBER 195%. IT IS VIRY PROBABLY A (UMBER OF THE ANDROMID SHOWER ALNATS

CBSIAVED WITH VARYING DEGRERS OF CROMINENCE FRCHM 24 HOVEMEER 70 7 DECITMBZR. 17

-

WELIGHED APPROXIZATELY EIGHT (8) POUNDS, BIGET (9) cUerns,

THE OBJECT PICTURED IN THE ATTACHED THREE (5) PHOTOGRAPHS IS 2 PIECE OF !

MEZTEORITE WHICH CRASHED THRU MRS. <" OUSE IN SYLACAUGA, ALABAMA ON

2> NOVEMBER 1954, 1IT IS VERY PROBABLY A MEMBER OF THE ANDROMID SHCWER AILWAYS
OESERVED WITH VARVING DEGREZS OF PROMINENCE FROM 2L NOVEMBER TO 7 DECEMBER, IT

WEICHED APPROXIMATELY EIGHT (&) POUNDS, EIGHT (8) OUNCES

I"JHHJ.

5 CBJECT PICTURED IN THE ATTACHED THREE (3) FHOTOGRAPHS IS A PIECE OF A METECRITR

WAICR CRASHED THRU MRS NNNINNNNECUSE IN SYLICAUGA, ALABAMA ON 25 NOVEMBER
135%. 1IT IS VERY PROBABLY A MEMBER OF THE ANDROWID SHOWER AIWAYS OBSERVED WITH

VARTIZG DEGRERS OF FROMINENCE TROM 24 NOVEMBER TO 7 DECEMBER, IT WEIGHED APPROXI-

MATELY FTIGHT (3) POUNDS, ZIGHT (3) OUNCES.
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