PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD y

2. LOCATION

. CONCLUSIONS

1. DATE

Wos Balloon

Probably Balloon
Possibly Balloon

Wos Aireraft
Probably Aircroft
Possibly Aircroft

Was Astronomicol Ju

xiter
Probably Astronomic
Pouibly Astronemicol

23 Feb 54
3. DATE-TIME GROUP

elils .*F evac
4. TYPE OF OBSERYATION

Luol7_________ O Gmund-Visvel O Ground-Rader
au 23/ 22002 T Ain Visvel

O Air-Intercept Rador

'l""-r w

° .

O Yes
d No

B i

gag UE”J o0Q 0Qo

7. LENGTH OF DBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE ?'hﬁ"“ g g e w—
7 minutes t wo Easterly J:h"m:nm 11 R
10. BRIEP SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS e '
Round or tubular, grayish silver or transe- Jupiter in East at about 30 deg

parent grey., No trail, sound or unusual elevation.
features. Initial observation 2aused by

reflections from object. lat sighted 20-30
deg elev 75 deg az. Disappear=4 some relative
position while chserver was wat ning objs. A/C
scramabled. Could no_t clogse on ahisnts,

ATIC PORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)
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3. DATE-TIME GROUP

TR RIS
ou$3/ 21302

[ 8
. O Yes
X0 Ne

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION

7T seconds
10. BRIEP SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

o

"RCJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

. DATE r. LOCATION

d. TYP® 0¥ OBSERVATION

G mund-Visval

0 AinsViswel
T.T "J

civilian
8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS

one

OdJject rigid, solid, metallic and circular.
Light appeared to be reflected from sun to

object.

ATIC PORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)

12. CONCLUSIONS

Wos Boalloon
Probably Balloon
Possibly Bolloon

Was Aircraft
Probobly Aircraft
Possibly Aircraft

Q00 0Q0 OO QOf

O Ground-Radar
O Air-Intercept Rador

Was Astronomicol

Probably Astronomicel .
Possibly Astronemicol

| Other P T
Insufficient Dota for Evaluvation
Unknown

1. COMMENTS

Jetermined later that a large balloon w=s

leaged from Silver Eill, Maryland,
Dbservatory a few minutes pefore sighting
observed., This tallies with description
and other detalls of object and which
indicated it to be a balloon.

See Data report from Alr Wx Service,
Andrevs AFB, Md)




ROt SONTAL LY

SECTION A
1, Yhen did you ses the objects
1.1 Date: 2 3 _Lciﬁ-__
Day .. - .
-3,«) = | \
1.2 Time of days _1045 AM, or P.M. (Cirele Cne)
Hrs, Min,

2e

3e

i 1M LELE

OUES’

(OO ERVERS

1.3 Time Zona:

(Cirocle One):

Pacifio
Other

X a, Eastern d.
S, 'l“lmtam

(Clrela One): a, Daylight Saving
X b, Standard

l.4 Circls ona of the following to indicate how certain you are
of your unawer to the above question 1,2:

Not very sure
Just a guess

v a. Cartain
bo F"‘lr'.l-’ certain

Vhere did you see the object?

Ce
d,

Postal Address City or Toun State Country
Where were you located when you saw the object:
(Circle One): a. Inside a building d. In an airplane
b. Il a Oﬂ' .o ‘t sea

XL 6, Outdoors f. Other

3,1 Uiere you:
(Circle One): a. In the business section of a city?
b. In the residential section of a city?

In open countrysidae?
¥lying near 2n airfield?
e, Ylying over a city?

¥y Flying over gpen counsry?

iy

w
-9 . el -
= & - J—L.;'l-r

F Gk e i o g B - i L i S L SSSSl Lk ek RS GRS | - e L
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L. How did you happen to notice the object?

e

5. When did you report to some official that you had seen the object?

_54__ _lr.aé_._

SECTION B

6. Vhat were you doing at the time you saw the object?  210in~ ICr a DbuS.

. e s .

6.1 What had you heoen doing for the 30 minutes before you saw the
objeot? Try to list the activity or activities, and the
approximate smount of time spent on each.

At 1615 I began to cather nmy work whicn I had been doinz %he

dav, 1113 eonsisted of gathering un napar work and nu 12 1€

into file safes and lockinz them, 102 4-1‘20 a shor%t rest and

oIk 53 Yelo e - = e re. e to Lall.
7. Were you noving at any time while you saw the object? (Circlo Ono):

Yo or £ Yo,
IF you answered IIS, then complete the following questions,
7.0 Vhat direection vere you moving? '

(Circle One): a, North e. South
b, VYortheast f. Southwest
Coe E&St 2
d. Southeast h.

7.2 How fast were you moving? miles per hour,
7.3 Did you stop at ony tire while you were looking at the object?

(ci-"' 2 L '7"3?‘ } 19§ oT WO
i S—

B SRR




Page 3

8, What direetion wers you facing when you first saw the object?

a, North e, South
¢, East _ Be West
d. Southeast X h, Northwest

8.1 What direction vere you facing when the object disappeared?

(Circle One): a, Neorth e, South
b. Northeast f. Southwest
c, East g, West
d. Southeast T he MNorthwest

8,2 Circle ona of the following to indicate how certain you are of
your answer to the above two questions, (8 and 8.,1).

E ., Corttin
h, Falrly certain

G,
d,

Not very sure
Just a puess

9. Were you wearing aye glasses when you saw the object? (Circle One):

8 o L 1
10, How was the object seen?

(Circle One): a, Through window glass
. b Through windshield

Through binoculars

Through telescope

tthat do you remember about the weather conditions at the time you saw
the objeect? ~laear, noclouds, no haze, little wind,

11.1 CLOUDS (Circle One) 11,3 WEATHER (Circle One)

Through thecdolite
Through sun glasses

Through open space
Other

11,

Fog, Mist, or light rain
Scattered clouds ¢, lMcderate or heavy rain

Thick or heavy clouds d, Snow
Don't remember a, Deon's remember

11,2 WDD {Circle Cne) 11,4 TEMPFRATURE (Cirele Ore)
a, No wind a. Cold
b. Slight breeze n°t n-icala b, Cool
¢. OStrenz wind "8, Varnm

= - el e el al > e _ - g
e As 196 PEBRY

- ’ . - . -~ - 0

]
ﬁ : “ 1!:,.-‘,& [ ™ ---I,_!‘r-v-‘ HL-:-”



SECTION C

— A—

Seeonds

Estimate how long you saw the object?

12,

Hours Minutes

12,1 Circle one of the following to indicate how certain you are of
your answer to Question 12:

.. as Certain c. lNot very sure
b, Fairly sure d. Just a guess

13, Did the otject look: (Circle One) -Solid or Transparent?

14, Did the object at any time:
(Circle One for each question)

-.__-.‘

14,1 Change direction? - X Yea Mo Don't know

14.2 Change speed? F 4 Yes o Don't know

u., ch.nso q4i{ze? ‘;ﬁn D.Qﬂ.:.l.hﬂ

14.4 Changs color? / - Ng Don't know

14.5 Break up into plrtl or
explode? | Mo Don't knew

14,6 Give of'f amoke? ~No Don't know

14.7 Change briptnou? ro Qm beliave du

14!8 rlickll', ﬂfOb, 31113 prat '|,-
pulsate? 7No

14,9 Remain moticnless? No Don't know

Did the object give off a lia:t‘l e.One):x Yoa No wm
15.1 IF you answered YES, wvhat was the Lé}léﬂzgdﬂ:oﬁ;tr ,"2 :] l] ;c v

16, Tell in a few words the following things nbout the object?

16,1 Sound .o

16 .2 Color " ;-*"“‘1

--"'In- e #m-

17, IF there was M(RE THAN ONE object)\ then how many were there?
Draw a picture cof how they were nged, and put an arercw to
show the directiocn they were traveling.

. el R R —



Page 5

18, Did the object at any time:
18,1 Move behind something? (Circle One) Yes - No Don't know *c9e rote
IF you answered YES, then tell vhat it moved behind. .,_:_a_ ﬁ“:ﬂl
moyed Ot 4 Liractlon touapds Lha Jotg storne.

18,2 Move in front of something? (Circle One) XYes “No Don't kncw
IF you answered YES, then tell what 1t moved in front of.

13,3 Blend with the background? (Circle One) ~¥es Mo Don't know r-iog

F.t.'l-F.‘.lr-
A 4 -

o - [ -

19.

Which of the following objects is about the same actual size as the
objact you sauw? (Circle One):

a., Pon f. Autcmobile
Uasahall g. Small airplane
Baskatball h, Large airplane
Bloyole wheel i,

Offlce desk J.

re distance
gsaee enclnsed estinmat
19.1 Circle one of the following to indicate how certain you are
of your snsver to Question 19, rofor to enclosure

a., Cartain ¢, Not very sure
be Fairly certain d. Uncertain

20, Try to tell the following things about the objeect:

20,1 How high above the earth was it? feet. s=e anclcom
20,2 How far was it from you? feet or &
20,3 How fast wvas it going? miles per hour,

20,4 Circls one of the following to indicate how certain you :aro
of your ansver to the above questions: r2far to encleosurs,

a, Certain g, lNot very sure
B, airly certain d, Just 4 guess

21, How did the object disappear from view?

(Cirecle One): a., Suddenly ¢. Other
. pe Gradually d. Don't remember




Page 7

25. Draw a pilcture that will show the shape of the object. Label and include
in your sketch any datails of the object that you saw, and place an arrow
beside the drawing to show the direction the object was moving.

‘L ShAPE WhEN FIRST™ S16HTED
A \
% TR 8 R e | | |

DETANLS OF 08JgcT P PE nigpy, CRST S8k 7e

*—-—
Y518 15 The ol dENysl I Cawy Femernjiotw 7HRT ) SAW.
PBIET WAS SHIN/ING ANS 1AS K£ZAT PN B877orAy /05

( SIDE FARACING ME /S PRESUAMS) Td D& Bortore

¥ SEE' NOTE o
ENCLIS

ECTION E

26, Vas thls the firat time that you have seen an objest like this?
(Circle One): 1as llo

26,1 IF you nnavared NO, then vhen, where, and under what conditions
did you saa other ones?

EEE B A

27. In your opiniun what do yau thi.nk the object was and wvhat might have

caused 182 . . . .. cocinitly rieid, colid, metallie, circular
aned rvﬂ N3 ;irv 4ud “lau from 110“*@F vinw. 1 vould not
"fﬂni'ure an ooinion on exactly what 1t mas. 1 do «xnow that it
was not 2 haloon (see reasons in enclosure) or an airnlane,

23, Give the following information about yourself:

m%—'ﬁm— W

ADDRESS

wirees Ui :.y Lone

TELEFHONE NIBER -
What 438 your present job? 1.4
Aga 29

s

wl‘“ . ; | -

Last Jehool Lttended

i2apr of last attendance at this school
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SECTION D

22, In the following sketch, imagine your eye at the point shown, Place an
"AY on the curved line to show how high the object was above the horizon
Place a "B" to show where it was when vhen you

Overhead

-

7 *
~ Ser ewclosvR<

Horizon

Yaur eye

In the following akatch place an A" at the position the object was
when you flral saw it, and a "B" at its position when you last saw it,

23

Overhead

Hoarizoan Horiznan

Yrur eye

Draw a picture that will show the motion that the object made., Place
an "A" at the beginaing of its path ? a "YB" at the end of its pata.

QOO'O’/-)'_I

2o

See ewctosvee

R




29. Vas anyone else with you at the time you saw the object?
(Circle One): Yes or No
29,1 IF you answered YES, did they see the object too?

 (Circle Ome)s ¥es - o No
29.2 Please 1list their names and addresses:

- - ﬂ .
l-r-;i.

alF | P . . o e
Gan ho roached .sn.’

30, Please add hers any further comments which you believe are important,
Use additional sheets of the same size paper if necessary,

=L HINCLOSUZZES
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SNelocnr

L

L

Cn 23 Fabprunary l"’:‘ 4

*

ston

2 L0

1asflonndire

lﬂnatoi at 14t strs

. -
ot B ¥ 2 ey AT o
3 8 vnhgsaprvanrg

F -HI "J--I

1’;1

L]
at 145 I was raitine for a bhug at the
aat and .1“i50n pRn.the kiall juet =ast of

-

thhe "ashincton 1onn1fﬂ*. | .

1" had been obszrvineg a 32t airnlane as:very: iiirch altitude for
about seven Mminutase 1t hiad Lecn eregutine sone "S® turns off %orard
one Sact and thon linaded north and Tirned in a ride curve 2nd headed
dus /250 This jat vas just a4 sHeck to ay vision and 7as leavine a
YaI0P tralii aurine chia sntirs neriod of o -servaiions Che of the
fellor nassangers of the hus on"vhicﬁ L teavel hinne annmroached and
pecrany Lo ohserva the ot nlane alsoe

ddenly an oiuisect cas into Vi anc she Ltthe nasgseneap) !
eallad v astcenscinn tn ite, Snhe sat €18 o0hiact ahount one second bhefore
d sa” 1t, The objsct asnesarsed round and -’..::'f.‘.r'* l":*l.j," well derfined, 1€
'm'm 1red o bhe at mite a diztance froo us (»203:=ibly four 2ilas).

1% was travelling in heragsterly dir _.-c tion haen Tirst sirnted

and curved coff iIntn 1 rtiieswasterly direction torard the jet nlane,
The obieect had sonnr a'ails on the =side facine uvs(bot on)e All I
can renenber was soiue an are alonr thie uniaar sart of the cirele
which had a sliehblr iarrap radius than the cireunferances;

Cn 25 Tmhﬂuary 1654 I snoke 7ith tThe nassengor whille 7o vere riding
- | | b - : . s - . - - - . -t o J--I*J
none, She told me 1% Sne naqa seen & series of lines on the object
and drav me a sketcs ich looked lilke the followings
/’/‘\
' Ry,
f',f,//"' '“““_\\
il A
TS
N\,
L e
A8 Th= onlect nassed 'v 1t sczemed %o reflect the suns ravs, Tiis
ref'lectlion r=ached a n=ak aznar cavaral seconds of cvverration waen
= ") --l-l-h : —h X L l--'--l - }‘-F!- "h:} “ @
the ohizect changed direction and -rent off tomards the ortheraigh
Th= obiect was seen for se"amal nore sagonds and annearad o s
flat like a wmafer. Tinally 1e ob get faded from gifsht eoin» in the
bl :
sane rel-tive direction and 1 csanfizq its aitctitude, (banl:zed
nositicn at about 43 ne7rehs).anen 1t was f*“S* vi??ed it T7as des5C=
naine siightlir, © '+ $5 beooan €6 ¢clind a bods & Fcde} W
T™he obisct was headsd in the direction of tha L8 3caln 3 1ast
irhtad, The Snead nf the obiact eannot he indred } "TA S P it €
F 43 D the Jet ale: had nov 1T & 11tCl ance relative tTo
s0tal distance of “he obiact curine tiie neric of ohsarvation,
: 1?  of the phiact 3 5 e 12a8 ywaral LClnes
g entira B Ve 051 o - : :
8 Al L L
' 3 P hd o el o
: / . A
Gl WA Vs 9

4




I+ 48 certain that the ohizet wa: n0o% an airniane or b lool

folloring rsasons;g
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fide fron view 1n such o fifrt =1M8,
a bPaloon eould not have crai cad directlinn

The ridrid chane 9 the ohiact nraocludes
of its hainz eit er 2 haloon or alrnlane. :
- The raflasctac liza® indieglecd that, the s
‘bis g substantiated whan the obizct chan~ed disagtion and
as a rafer..
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AF HQ=A0 (20 May‘ad) ' iy 73//{4/)#" /‘45'/' D <.

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

\(\W‘:\ ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET

SUBJECT:
(Uncld) UFOB Washington, D, C, Area (1645 hours, 23 Feb 54)

DATE £ §) M~ 524

TO: Commander, Air Technical Intelligence Center
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio

FROM: Collection Control Branch AFOIN-1Al/4R Harlow/71067/ht

Collection Operations Division
Directorate of Intelligence, DCS/0O

1, Attached is report on UFCB observed over Washington area, 23
Feb 54,

. “l‘..»-l. f ',-"'-
_,-*'“" R R . .

2. A la ‘ie;ther balloon was released from Silver Hill, Marvliand

observatory at 00 hours, 23 February 19554, which way account for the
sighting, (Note: This statement is not intended to direct the nature »f

your inquiry into this incident.)

3. Data for this raport was developed by Maj Kissik, Intelligence
Officer, Air Weather Service, Andrews Air Force Base at the request of
AFOIN-1Al, Weather ciiairts which may assist evaluation of this sighting

are attached.,

. 4, Attached ATIC form for detailed interview on UFOB is the last
copy available in AFOIN-1Al, request new supply be furnished.,

10 Incls -

l, Tentative Observars
Questionnaire, dtd
23 r.b “.-—7‘
Map 150 MB, 15002
Tue Feb 23 54,
Map 150 MB, 03002
Wed FPeb 24 54,
Map 200 MB, 0300z
. Map 200 MB, 15002

Tue Feb 23 54. - *
- Map 300 MB, 03002 |

Wed Feb 24 54
Map 300 MB, 15002

Tue Feb 23 54.
. Map Tropopause Chart
1500Z Tue Feb 23 54,
J, Map S5C0 MB, U300Z
Wed Feb 24 54,
LO, Map 700 MB, C300Z
Wed Feb 24 o4,
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COMMENTS SEGARDING SP3CIIL CASZS ON TV PROGRAM
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m washingtom. DsCe, 2 3 Pob 1954, 1630 P.M.. Silvered colorsd objecs,
round and solid, and refleeting sunligh$...as descridbed by the observer,

to have beea a large balloon, released justs a few minutes Defore from Silver

Found to
dilly MR. Signifieant Foint here is this: Observer a gove. empioy was near the
Washingtion Monumen$ whea he observed this after he quit work at 1600 hrs. Numerous

other persons leaving from work were there ast that time--YEr NOT ONB SINGLI PERSON,
other than the observer reported the odbjecs, Nor from a number of A/C nown $0 have
been in She area. 79 believe Shat only he--ous of almost a million people would see
a strange objecs over Vashington, on a bright, sunny afternson--strains imagination
beyond the breaking poinS., He alao sent in a report oa August of this ysar--which
he,observed as 100,000 fees, going 1200 MPH, from N. Washingtea, D. C.

-u'-b o~ au-t‘
observed an alongated object ia the dark that appeared to have

M. with 1ight, coming from thea. The objees $raveled from North to SW. Thers
vas a bri. ht, full moon in the aky. Significant Foint: On basis of investiZation

objeet beliiaved to be am airliner, As showa from many similar reports, windows of
airlines give appearance of portholes. Iamportants Object was observed with:pifOculers
vhich shows tha$ the objeet musts have be:n of rather smmll s8ize to the naked eye.
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MACON, GEORGIA

INCIDENT
7 « 8 May 1957

Irom the testimony of the observers, and general landmarks in the
photographs, the direction, bearings and elevations of the objects
were deiermined. It was established that the sightings were observed

in the direction of a U,.S5, Army Proving Ground area a few miles

away, Further investigations definitely confirmed that between the
- b6th and 12th of the month, large scale rehearsals and operations were

taking place in tha proving-ground area, as part of a joint-defense

problem,
| A considerable amount of artillery, mortar and anti-aircraft,
_rockot fire, traceres, and flares, including dropping of parachute types,

filled the sky during this period., Aircraft participated. A crowd,

reported as 4000 peonle, witnessed the exercises from within the Army

grouads,
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N REPORT FROM G-2, FT. BENNING, GA.

1, In di.w.lonl with Col, H, W, Greer, G-2, it was revealed

that extensive operations and rehearsals took place in the Aberdeen
Proving Ground Arsa and vicinity between 6 and 12 May 1957, as part of a

Joint-Defense problem.

2. The following participated, or took place:

a, Army L-20's dropping flares

b. Firing of 155mm shells and flares

c, firing of 4,2mm mortar shells and flares (Note:
Thase give high intensity but short direction lights,
1'ha objact below the aircraft in some of the framas
ippears to be an object in this category)

d. 5D AA firings

e, Liround rockets

f., Extensive use of VT fuses

3, The alr was literally filled with shot, shell, flares and tracers
(Quoting G-.)

¢, Approximately 40C0 people in the grounds witnessed the display,

1his report was given to Capt, George T, Gregory and Mr, Bilek
Armament Specialist.
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EDWARDS AIR FfORCE BASE
INCIDENT

2 May 1957

At approximately 0300 in the morning two Air Force camera
specialists (on their way to a photo-theodolite station) we?a stastled
to see, what they described as a disc-shaped object that glinted brightly
in the morning sun, Within a matter of minutes they had set up their
spacialized photographic device, and commenced taking photograpas of the
object as theay trackad it for approximately 25 minutes,

The two men 2stimatad the object to be approximately 150 feet in
diameter and was !rackad from Wast to East,

While a check was being made for all possible aircraft, radar and
flight test operatorsa and activities that could provide some data on the
probable cause of the sighting, the photos were being carefully analyzed
by ATIC. Each photo iimmage was subject to an analysis taking iato
consideration all the optical characteristics and limitations of the camera,
the distances involed, magnification factor of the enlargments, path and
characteristics of the object, and the local meteorological conditions in
the area,

During this period, radar, aircraft and nearby flight-test units
£ _)o;rtad aothing was in the area at that time, A reply to a call made to a
nzarby weather unit had not been received as yet, Meanwhile, screen-
sized projections of the 40 odd frames showed that the objact went {rom

L] - ™ ' - il -
. . - - - , - ﬁ I‘. " ‘. - 4 a - - - -.l § & ' . - W oy " ' - - — 1 .y | - - L -
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siriking the suriface, and was deiinitely a spherical odbjact,
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EDWARDS AFB
INCIDENT

2 May 1957

The optical analysis plot, graphically depicted, indicated that tha
probables size of the object was between 5 to 12 {eet in diameter, and the
distance at which it was observed was between 6 to 12 miles,

A reply from the weather uni! coniirmed that a.‘ba.lloon was relzased
West of the observers, approximately {ive minutes before they observed it,
visually, Further, ile balloon was tracked by precise insiruments, The

elevations, bearings aad times coincided almost exacily with those of

tiie camera crew,
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of the pilot and & number of passengers vho happenad t0o zet a glimpse
of the UFQ) wailch was enecally deseribad as "dazzling, maznesium white
in color with & greenish tinze; ' and, the fact that two airiine »nilots
(oaz some considerable dlstance ia Troat of the PAA airliner; the obther
about 175 miles to the rear), had se=n the oblect at the sxae instant,
This f‘uft.her supports the ifact that the ovjeects ware not aircralt or
missiles,

The Air Porce con:lnded that the objeet was a seldom-s=en form of

‘9

a neteor, a 'bolide,” oiten referred 10 as a "fireball,” ‘he Air Toreca's
analysis was subalttzd tn a well-knowm astrophysicl:t, nov vith the
onithsonian Astronh;zleal Observatory, at Camoridze, lessachusetis,

where 1t was independntiy reviewed, and findings coacurrad with,
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® - THE Y CASE
(MOTION PICTURE FILM) 5 or 15 Aug 1950

OLD "UFO CLASSIC
AIRCRAFT

Two Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO's) were sighted and photographed
at about 11:30 MST on August 15, 1950 by M NRNERES. at Great
Falls, Montana, Mr, (RN

Missoula, Montona and is the SENENEENSEEeeEnees RN
was during an inspection of this ball park that the sighting took place,

‘ {and his secretary, also present at the time) first noticed the

UFO's as silvery objects to the NW, acecidentally when looking to tell the

wind by the smoke from the Anaconda Copper Company smokestack nsarby.

The UTO's drew his attention to the extent that he ran 60 feet irom the
grandstand to the par'ring lot, got his motion picture camera (Revere turret
typ.r 16mm) out of his car and began tracking the UFO's which appeared
to him to have stooped in mid-air, remained stationary for a while and then,

with a swooshing sound floated away to the left (SW keeping about the same

distance from each othar until they were lost from sight,
The color film (Daylight Xodachrome) was submitted to the Air Force,
It was studied and analysed by the Air Force and the U,S, Navy,

The original Air Force conclusion, based omn the interrogation of
witnesses ané the svaluation of the data, was that the UFOs were, in all

neobability, two Air Torce F-94 fizhter aircrait known 0 He ‘n ‘he

viciaity at the time,

ﬂﬁ'r 4



THE MARIANA CASE

5 or 15 Aug 1950

Simulated photographs of alreraft at various distances, mads by an

alreraft research firm in a recent independent and unsolicited analysia

of the .stﬂmo. show striking similarity to the two white blops
ia this film,

Based on the degree of credibility accorded tais early )\TIC evaluation
aad the strong corroborative evidencs supplied by the recent independent

analysis, the Alr Force has no compelling reason to alter its orizinal

cmiualom
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IR " UNKEASA)
TRUE "UNIGIOWN" S

INCIDENT

24 July 1948

At 2:45 in the moraing, the pilot and co-pilot of an Eastern Alrlines

DC-3, flying at 5,000 feet batwsen Mobile and Montgomery, Alabama

sightsd a dull red exhaust some 700 feet ahead, a little above and o the
right of the airliner.

Captain GMENUNIUEINPYEt e pilot immediately turned to his coe-piloet,
w and remarked: "Look, here comes a new Army jet job",

The object approached in a slight dive, deflectsd a little to the left and
passed the plane on the right, almost lavel and parallsl to flight path,
at a distance of approximately one-half milas, Aiter passing, it pulled
up sharply and disappeared lato a cloud,

The object appearad to be a wingless airerait, 100 ft, long, cigare

shaped and about twice the diameter of 2 "B-29", It had no fins or

protruding surfaces. @JJii* thought it had a "snout” similar to a radar

peole on the freat and he had the impression there was a cabin with

windows asbove = mush like a pilot compartment -- sxcept that it appsared

orighter. THe {llumination inside the body itself approximated the

brilliance of a magnesium flare, He saw no occupants nor did UREEEDS.

Visidble from the side only, was ana intsnse, fairly dark, Hdlue 7low »mning

the anatire length of the object beneath the fusalags,




R Mgm et

INCIDENT

24 July 1948

The glow reminded ‘ of a blue fluorescent factory light, The

exhaust was described as a rad-orange flame, the lighter color {orangs)

being nredominent about the outsr edges, ‘ thought the flame flared

out from a nossle in the rear which he thought he cercaived, The {lame
extanded some 30 to 50 feet behind the object and became deeper in

intensity (radder) and increased in length as the object pulled up into

a cloud, No disturbance was {elt from air waves, nor was thers any

wash or mechanical distarbance when the object passed, No sound was heazd,

Coe-nilot ‘. attention was drawn to the oblect by-

remark, His deserintion of the object and its maneuvers was very

similar to that of G’ cxcept that he did not observe a cockpit in front

nor did he see any radar "snout”, His drawing and description also

indicated windows or :penings on the side. He estimated the object

passed at greater distsance than did Capt e He saw the "exhaust”

a3 a parallel wide flame which appeared to come from the eatire rear

of the object rather than {rom a noszls never growing any wider than the

width of the object itself, although he noticed the increased length of the
flame as the object "pulled up",
“2a night was clesar with a Hright moon and Hrokan cloud zoverage of

Soth astimatad the oblect o be in sight approximately

4/10 at 5,000 18,

10 o 15 saconds, considered suificisnt rime for exnerienced piiots to

‘1

‘Atarmine whgthay 'he ""3nhidM" Wwas a2 rallaction, cauizad LF 3ome 2ars

e morsloqical oF astronomical pnenomena -+ OF Was A matsrial ocbiact,

2
-
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1450.1455, Captain A v a s

rom Marietta Air Dase,

leading a flight of four P-51 aircraft on a flight £

Marietta, Georgia to 3tandiford Field at Louisville, Kantucky. Nezaring

~igsion would parmit,

sireraft and that he W suld attempt 9 identiiy the object in the sky.

Mantell began @ raxio:am climb in leit spirals until about 14000 feat and from

there a straignt climb at maximum, on a compass neading of approximately

220 dagrees, o © nvarsation between

his flight revealsd 4 clue as to his intentions.

as the climb began, the remaining two discontinued the climb at aporoximately

the wing man, Lt. laments, Captain

22000 feet, When laat observed by

uam climb at 225000 feet, the aircraft in perfect control,

Mantell was in a maxim

en mask, ‘This flight:

Clements was the only pilot equipped with an OxYyg

.24 been planned and scheduled 28 2 {2777 2nd navigational t=ip at low lavel,

- ‘“—Jh"-‘-'-h-ﬂ-“"““ - = A




INCIDENT

24 July 1948

M
After extsnsive investigations and studies; md:iomidoraﬁ.on of all
" ."’
pos sﬂﬂb" approaches and data pertinent to sugzest at least one valid

hypothesim or explanation to the sighting were exhaustad ~-- the

incident was appropriately classified as a true "Unknown",




CAPTAIN MANTELL INCIDENT

7 January 1948

Consensus is that Captain Mantell lost consciousness at approximately
25000 feet, the P-51 being trimmed for a maximum climb continued to climb
gradually leveling out as increasing altitude caused decr=zase in power, The
aircraft began to fly in reasonably level attitude at about 30000 feet, It
then began a gradual turn to the left becauss of torque, slowly increasing
dagre= of bank as noise depressed, finally begzan a spirallins dive which

resulied in excassive speeds causing a gradual disiategration of aircrait

which probably began vatwaan 10000 and 20000 feat,

Jince the canopy lock was in place after crash, it is assumed that
Captain Mantell made uo aiteamipt to abandon the aircrait, and was
unconecious at momeant of crash or had died from lack of oxygen before
aircraft began the spiralling dive from about 3000 feet,

Parts of the airceaft were found as far as six-tenths (a2stimated) of

a mile from central wreckage., The parts were scattered from North to

South, The aircraft came straight down in a horizontal position and landed

on ihe laft side, The leit wing came off while in the air and landed 100 feet

from the central wreckage., The aircrait did not slide forward aftery

contact with the ground., Throttle was set one-fourth open, mixture

~anrral in "Idlg eLut-Oif", and 2rom contral in "Zall Incr2asa L 2M"M,
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CAPTAIN MANTELL INCIDENT

7 January 1948

An official board of inquiry, which madc'intensivo study of the crash
reportad that Mantell, an aggressive pilot attempted to pursue the object
as long as posasible, even though he knew he lacked oxygen,

Of significance, is the fact that althougzh a number of witnesses observed
the object, there were some discrepencies in their deascrintion of the objact,
The size of the object given ranged from '"small" to ”tromendou_s" and the

shape as a "parachute', ball", ice-cream cone' ''round', "disc", etc,

Although considar ition was given to the cbject being the planet Venus,
becausa all the times 1nd bearings given by observers g=nerally agree with
the bearings and elavaticn 2f the body at the time, official files disclose

that it was later deterinined that a ilarge Navy '"Sky Hook" balioon was '

releasaed irom a location in southern Chio, This was a classified project,

and the existence of tha hnge balloons were known only to a few, A wind

plot for that day indicaled that the balloon would have passed near the area

in which the object was observed,

Because Vanwg was in the same relative position as the object cbserved,

undoubtedly seme of the witnesses saw this dody rather than the

balloon,

(PP




CAPTALN MANTELL INCIDENT

7 January 1948

In fact, it is possible that in some phase of his climb, Capt Maatell

may have been trying to close in on Venus, as is borae out by his
remarks that he could not gain on the object.

Ia all events, the UFO was a conventional object,




