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(1) ELLIPTICAL SHAPED LIGHT APPEARING ON PHOTO MNEG
() TAKEDL SOMETIVE BETWEEN 2215 AND 2215 PDT 3 StPI53.

L]
- - e - L e

F 2 ~AY ._"'t Sr o -a. (1: - -J' ""('1 (-w -1"'" -~ " :—-r;.:} R I o e e N :“PHT:"'I'}I_ ""‘r"%."": i‘u*‘)"""tiI!‘-ﬂ
\J) 11*1'-1"‘-'—-!1' --"I -—lh-l-l' '».ll..t.‘ l"l-'ﬁ‘-" Ht‘b -—i--tl “ai - — — 'ﬂl““ll a -L-&W--rr-—n‘-} .---rl'ih"d;-..: i " 'S & N -iu

- - e -y —-— " - 1! L - : ? -‘:‘. L sy - = -.--
FERLY N W 29 - 1.# Sl J v b ) A ) il N o b ~ WA | ~ J....'-.L,.-'*-.J.

') SAMEGA Ol TRIPOD 4@ FT AECOVL ToZRAILLN CN T0P CF MODESTO Bk NZWSPASRL B
( 'T) bF .-i-l"i‘.q'n i-"l-‘ 1#‘- rL' - - L L l l‘ ' N ¥ e l --liii'-il_l 1' ."-'l' ‘- ‘-"’I‘ - A . -‘f.i'.; et & - J-ﬂ-—- s % sl ¥ '-JI l‘ii — - -
---.-' -"ll..-' ‘." HF—! "-'x - g— ‘_.- T e -:"I'll-'-l" . . A .' ey - -— - - r T '-l"'u *.—'p - . e - - a - -:- . al --‘- F'.
4—4—!\3 ll "-'1 -h '-—i -l(./..JL-th '“’ o M Lo s ® --L_-l ‘ UI*L M Vil d - f'-x.‘-\‘l A W b wt \J ;L-—-v 0

::;'u.ll G Cf .Eo
(5) PICTURE TAKEN BY R:o.LIABLe NEUSPAP

-

"l
:(1
e,
- =
O
...'
O
-
3
e
N
. =
-1
-
Vi
-}
e
-3
3>
<,
9

PAGE TWC JWPJVIZS4

- - a—r - b wilh — .‘J-\J - -ﬂﬂ." - - =2 9P
LT —— -
- - - -
» . . -
_..-..-.. -l b E = ] -
J - ra— el o
-y - . - . - - " a - g— - -~ —— & g s ey - 9 - . - — - - e g - — . - - — » - -~
8 ! -‘ L] - l
¥ L - A i
& 5 r 8. @ - e & » & @ =h =9y 4 » & e el W L . 5 s s s b > » - et ah & *Y ald i & — o e » &+ B " o — O s




- Wing Intellizence 2 3
Castle AP Base, California |

l. The preparing officer in company with an OS]l agent and a Castle AF 3ase PIO
representative drove to Modesto, California on 8 September 1553 to view a photograph
showing an unidentified elliptical shaped lizht.

2, The reason given for taking the picture was that Mr. WIS Modesto
3ee newsvaper photographer, and M& a reporter for the same paper aaw a
yellowish white light at 154L5PDT 3 ‘eptember 1953. The light seemed to be about 10
degrees a0cvs the horizon in the direction of Modesto ‘irport, They said it appeared
to remain stationary as thay drove a distance of about one mile -ast where it vanishea
{rom viaw, They belisved it was an aireraft with landing lizht on flying the upwind
leg at Modasto ‘irport. f‘wvoﬂ.holnS,- took his camera to the nswspaper bulldinz
and set it up o5n the roof in the direction he beliesved he had seen the liznt, He lalt
nis camera unattended with the shutter oven [for about four hours. !'e daveloped the
film on 3 entember 1953, +hen he noticed the elliptical light and cculd not =xglain
i%, he cailad Castle AF Dase,

a, The following ir9 the details surrounding the unexplained eliiptical
light on ths negative:

(1) De

: Une elliptical shaped light in a nearly horizental

attitude.
(2) i Jometime between the hours of 2020 to O0L5PDT,
Sept 953.
(3) Manner of Ubservation: ixposure was made with a :peed Craphie

camera set on {22 and unattended axcent for opening and closing
the shutter,

Yt i,

The cameras was loested on top of the Modesto
» about 4O feet above the st s, and oriented

Zast. The geographis location is 379383 N - 121900 W. The ellip-
tical light is approximately at 19 degrees ealevation and on a bear-
ing of 90 degrees.

(5) Identify ‘ormation of Observers: There is no estimate of the
1abdlit @ sighting since the camera was unattended. Photo-
grapher WL 15 an ex-First Lisutenant USAP lavigstor.
(6) W : The sky wvas clear, slizht hase near the horison,

na wind 12 mots from 175 Zesrees,

ctivity or Conadition hichn idznt ‘ecount for thae iinting: Sese
Loam (10,

‘ " - - 1‘ . - . . - :q. t"- L . r : l: - _
y3igal viisnce: otozrarn made by Castla AFB Fhoto Lab from
E— e - .
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Modesto, California Hq, 93d Bomb "ing, Castle 473, California
11 Septamber 1553 3 _actember 1553 =6

Forwaried herewith i3 a photogzraph showing an ellictical shapad light, The

photo was made at night {rom the top of a buillding in locdesto, California, The

cl‘-'l was crimnted towards the ast and was left unattienaed for Jour hours s,ccact

fo‘ opening and closing the shutter., A civil delense ground observer crew notad an

\
dﬂbﬂn with a landing light on fly the traffic pattern at iodesto \irport sevaral
uﬂ- during ths interval that the exposure was made, It i3 the orinion of the

Preparing Cfficer that the elliptieal light on the phéto negative is the result of
the flash of an aireraft landing light.

2

1. “hotorravh (6 eys) (/e 3 2

2. ap of Hodeebe; Calif. showing
. ceation of observars (1 ey)
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wing Intalligenee
Castle AF Base, California

a -

Je Lomments Of "roparing Officer: It is the opinion of the preparing officer
that the elliptical light in the photograph is the flush of a landing lignt of an
alrcralt flying in the vicinity of lodeste Alirport. This conclusion is based on
stataments of observers and the coincidence of the northwest oriontation of the run-
way and its location. The runway was L3ziM from the observers and 27 from the
camera., ..2@ map, inclosure 2,




flying in the vicinity o Modesto Airport. Civil Defense ground
obsarvers on duty durins the time exposure noted what they belleved
was a small aircraft wit: landing light on, flying the traffic
pattern at Modesto Airport between 10:15 pm - 10:30 pm, PUT,
3 Septemoer 1J53.

The conclusion L8 based on the statements of the guservers and
the coincidence of the northeast orientation of the rnway and its
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MODESTO, CALIFORNIA
3 SEPTEMBER 1953

A newspaper photographer and a news reporter, for the same
paper, sav a yellowish white light at 7:45 p.m., PDT, 3 September 1353.
Toe lizht seemd to be adbout ten degrees abovy the horizon in the
direction of the Modesto Airport. The witnesses zaid it appear=d to
remain staticnary as tho&drova a distaace of about one mils Zast
irheres 1t vanished from view. They belleved it to be an alrormaflt with

landing ligat on (lying the upwind leg at Modesto Alrport.

(he naws pootogrspher took his camera Lo Lhe newspaper building

and sef it up on ‘Le roof in tae direction e velisved he nad seen
the light. He !./'* nis smera unattended with the shutter cpen for
about four hours. = daveloped the film on 3 September 1553. When
he noticed the e2liiptical light and could not explain it, he called
Castls Air Force lase.

The exposure «» made with a speed graphic camera, set on 22 and

unattended except ror opening and closing the shutter.
made sometime between 3:20 p.m. 3 September and 00:15 am, 4 September.

The =2xposure vas

The camers vas lonated about 40 feet above the street and ortented East.
The geographic location is 37.384N - 121.00W. The elliptical lizht is
approximately at ten degree elevation and on a bearing of ninety
JaZrees.

it i3 the cpinion of the 2reparing officer "hat (he »llivtical

l 4 slad o) 3 » 3 1 4may chads o L@ s e
,izht in the photograph is the flash of a landing liznt of an aircrarst
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flying in the vicinity of #dodesto Airport. Civil Defense ground

cbservers cn duty during the time exposure noted what they believed

wvas & small aireraft with ianding light on, flying the traffic
rattern at Modesto Airport between 10:15 pm -« 10:30 pm, PIT,

3 September 1953.
The coneclusion ia hased on the statements of the chservers apd

the cceincidence of the northeast oriantaticn of the runway and its

location. The runway was Ux MM from the observers and 25 MM from the

SaNArse.
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