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24 July 1953 Key West, Florida

UNCLASS“F\ED

Description

Between the hours of 2200 and 2230 EST, a student at the Fleet Sonar
School, United States Naval Base, Key West, Florida, observed an uniden-
tified flying obJject in the sky over the town of Key West. The object
appeared to be approximately the size of a pin point or a star, very
bright white in color, proceeded rzpidly from low on the western sky-
line to a point directly forward and overhead. The object then blinked
out momentarily before descending below the eastern skyline, No aero-
dynamic features, trall, exhaust, propulsion system, or sound were noted.
Speed was reported as unknown, since the observer did not know the ob-
Ject's true size or (ts distance from him. The observer stated that the
object appeared to move in regular smooth circles.

Discussion

Inquiry waa muis as Lo the oLserver's general reputation and
character. His supcervisor in Sonar Operations stated that he had no
rnowledge of' the oligerver except during duty hours. The supervisor
gave him a character rating of "very good", "above reproach", and des-
crived him as a quiet, conscientious, good student - not outstanding
but above averag:. ‘2 lnterviewer stated that the observer appeared
to be stable, well-u! justed, and very consisteat with his answers al'ter

considerable question!ng.

The weather 2. the time of the observation was reported as a broken
overcast. Clouds wvere reported to be solid to the wasgt where the object
Gisappeared., A chock with CAA office of U.S. Weather Bureau at Zoca
Chica Key reveal.=d a ~ailiang of 22,300 feet.

There were several aircraft in the area and one of them was equipe-
ved with a searcalight. There is 2 probability that the obtserver saw
thie searchlight scanning the area.

Conclusion

Other - Probably searchlight on aircraft.

: \ e . 1 J : "t K -
M"‘;’:_ﬂ,..' -. t" : ‘:_3 - |
. sl ) . - : .
W oae ™
\ ¢ y - ? -— '.'n‘ '"a * -‘--'IJ
eip VW &= -~ ..-b --u" 1.—5#
i
DOWNGRADED Al , CE AR
o - :__ . *"'"_. _____ -
DECLASSLY 1 5 -
- | {.")i') i% L) e L"
{ 1A 1™~ i
- ‘-);‘ .
N ..

b g L AL A R g R R
BRI il G K e AN T e




i
. -.' 4-‘*

——
g e e e S Z
! ' ‘ ' - 1 ‘I
: > > - - -‘I.m- - R .

Novamber 1953

}.

o

Dear Capt. Ha.rd.inp

e have been so busy with the Black Hawk, S. Dakota case that
l've only just now gotten dovm to looking ovar the large batch of accunm=-
ulated reporis. I must say that compared with 2lack Hawk, ncne of thase
~approaches that incident in .interest. There are & few interesting sight-
ings, but on none of these is information sufficient to make a follow-up
profitable.

Of the interesting ones, the very similar sightings of 24 July and
1 August at Key West vould warrent followeup if they were more recent.

-IF

walh present Informatinon I have no suzgested explanatione

The 25 July terrin AFB Texas also holds possible interest from the
standpoint of man-uvsra ind the fact they were observed fiom the Control
Tower and by civillans of Demison, Texase.

It is tco bud there is not more information on Crecla, Ala. These

Cases cover four «ri.ate days. There is possibly pay dirt in these.

Finally, '‘he 5idi Slimane sighting is definitely puzzling and vill
probably have to ramain on the books as unexclained,

As for the enalining 20 or so, there is so little information con-

cerning those wniil 10 ne* have obvious explanations that there is no pere
centage whatever 51 considering them seriously.

Thus, out of the total number there are L independent sets which,
if stafl and tine were available, would be dnteresting to pursue, Personally,

L vote for sticking with the Black Hawk case until we have squeezed 1t dry.
I feel certain that if this case can be explained, others would follcow suit,

Concerning the Black Hawk case, we are proceading slowly but surely
with the investigation. Sclid objects are c-rta.inly indicated by the eviaence,

Since the observations coversd several hours and s, ghtings were both visual

and radar, it is irzportant, in ny estimation, that we continue to pursue this

since failure to identify pincecints a possible real weakness in our cdefense
t=ups I hepe to have 3 preliminary report on this case for you soon.
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AF FORM 112—PART 1l

ACTROVED | JUNE 1948

AR INTELS REPORT

FROM (Agency) . 1ng Intedligencs LII1CSH | AEroRT NO
u:m’:h ‘ro Carye Wg (M) ;

T4, {iami, Florida | TAC IR=23-53 et 2 oF 4  ees
1. Tesort follows of the intformation ootainéd by ihis office in coazliance with
nessage S UIN-ATIAE=7=25=3 {rum the Comsander, AlIC, Wricht atverson iF3. Jelay in

rmrtm‘; w25 caused Dy inability to cantact ihe cosarver duve Lo the messaje Laving
Lesn received on Saturday, 1 August 1953, the tiae consumed in arranging lor 2 defi=
nite time nd nlace for interviewing the olserver, and wWie eed [ or coordinating
avadlabls trimsportation consisieat with the scneculed comaitaents of this #iaz ia
mg %0 harlestom, Souvth Carolina. Complete covoeration was axtenced by all levels
>f comaana contacted, Loth ir ‘oree and (8vr, in 2rdsr %0 insure conmpletion ol wie
iavesti slion. Fertinent (alormaiion 13 uo n.:.r.tem in Lhe order estanlishad ov Dara-

PR S |
.m l.-_ L -;fn-;.

A, nly one ovliect was signted o0 cach cccasion, TN wna very riht wite

in color “u' oo small that ha soserver - Latad e conld just caraely see it, 1t was
.o he shout the size HL a4 2in 2oint or 4 stary ol  ralinary aize snd luilaence,
L0 ARFOC Tanle features, tLrail, 2xh ‘ms?:-, Cmmoulsion system, or sound Were soservea.
Jpoed was recorted a8 unknown, since Lhe ouserver dia not wicw the cbjiset's trus size
Ir its Jdistance [rom him. 70 was reported 0 nave Lraversed an o le uf 1207 from
38t ta zast in one and one halfl aimates curing the .irst i hting om 23 July 1953
and 507 in aprroximately forty seconds csuring the secund 31 hiing on 1 -.ugnlf. 1555.
™e obieet ook an arved streldht course, versvically, from wast (o sasi; Lowever
ateral rancuvers ¥Ware ssald to have been usarved ca dboth occasions. These saneuvers,
r chenges of cCoursS, were deseribed as lateral 45" angular legs, or 21z zsgs, along
vertical course and leval or laterel circles. T™he observer was insistent that
l.ﬂ.tvidul showrt lsas appeared to be of the same distance, duration, and at the
o--dn, and thad they varied from side to side along the veriical course. Ais
the intesvisuwing officer, thease chanyes in course can be acst accurately
. -0f course an sireraft would take in trecking a beam while msine-

" The cireles, or turns, were cescribad as rerulsr, sacoth, and all
A graphic description of Lhese aanguvers is included as inclosure

h

the times of sizhting were recorted to be be-
2135 E‘l‘, rsspectivaly. Convertac to 7 time these

e first 310 fitinzg lastes "o onmrxizataely sne ana
aall . tes and the second Uor anomxiinataly Torty ceconas., T oLseyver's tine
,tilr" a5 ere sneeked DY Nne intarTiawar U7 fandis tineg sacuencas:s L2 nserver Was
¥ S3tiaatan,

N LANTIRL.LONS o vl MALLY ITron 2 Jurt a30e Ay g A S e e
mamare T e 18 AN | | AY i lS A T Lal0S e J =Ygl R %

. orver Was staneing on e oren of 4is lanalsav's ouse iR
.. a4y sesty couruinaves 24 _U* A AY Ld' 4. _vserver stated et he
agd, Frior Lo Lae saghtings, vetarmasa Lt e subwarine base, Loy ~est, ana his
dildr’s IULSe Yere on a direct norithescuta lias ang that he tock this faet inte
ccQunt wnen omtn object. He stated that immedistely upcn ocserving the
D” h. u ‘t “ 'dad the analse af sovvenannih +ta e bee.. st 42 -




AF FORM 112—PART |

APPROVED | JUNE 1948

“ i ted states

AR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (Ageney) G{ng ntelligence Section
456th Ty Carr Wz (M), MIA, Miami, Mla.

0 O EVALUATION
mwg \ugust 1953 August 1953 ‘

| u'}
PREPARED BY (O Meer SOURCE

15T L‘r DCNALD J. TWCMBLY “ilitary Observer

é:mm (Control number,

\PL, 200=5, 29 \pril 1952, FLICBRPT

'éEiinv.-. (Ender concios semmery of report. Ghﬁmhﬂmwm ulluunwnd&anrhﬂ Bﬂmqremu.{FMUO—PMH)

B I I

DATE CF MATION

o ——— e ——

R i . e R R - e e e e i l——

Cn 24 July and 1 August 1953 Seaman ‘oprentice Charles 3. U ‘orrest, a studant
tl a2 ,' --301" ;,Qnar JCth n..td Jutél ia"l 33-30, ."'":'f st'u’ | .....\J J.dl, uuddr1,N adl

gerial coject in the siky over the town of X2y ~est. The Iirst si.nting was hetween
2200 and 2230 EST and the 2ecomd was at 2135 EST. e obhiset apneared to be adtout

. - R *“‘““"*—M . > 3 .
ae size of a pin point or a star, was vary orizn® wiite ia color Ja 24 July it oroe-

:eeqed rapldaly rom low on .he western scyline Lo a 20inl uirecily .orward angd over-
aead, ‘hem Dlinked out inmediately nefore descending telow the castern skyline. (n

+ August it appearsd at e same point on the horizon Lut was obscursd 5y clouds at
the zanith of its [light path, b mechanical characteris-ics were noted. 7The cbject
nade regular equal changes in course laterally curing its coservation but was not
observed to modify a regular are vertically. The ciserver does not appear to ve ax-
tremaly extrovesrt, appeared (o Ge very staocle, and cesires no puclicitys; rather, he,
at tises, gave the indication he wished he had not brought up the nmatter.

fhi.otﬁnh.mmtumﬁhar%omribn o note that the ocbserver
appeared to have been skeptical of his own sighting and checkec it azainst whatever
<nown data wvere available to him with the result that he decided he had seen sone

sbject with which he was not familiar.
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the interview continued and ne was conversing more sasily at the end,
f-\t no time did he axhibit any =oxcitement about the sishtinz. s cave
the imsression that iie wanted to e very exact in his snswers and rive
pmin data for all aspects of 2is ~bservation. ’le stated he nhad not
mentioned the sihting o any newssaners and he would not Lrust ‘aem to
rYive a ‘rue version of his account, nor o »rvtect Zim Irom ublie Hdie
cule, He asked for "nd receivag cerasssion Lo ca2l) Lhe istarriowinac
2.Sicer's home, collect, i tie 2vent nhe nade 2nowier 51 NLinr.

. saather and winds 2lo1t congiticng of Liae mnd lacw o0 gL ntings uers
13 Tollowa:

=4 _July

«zather: CLcserver repurted 2 "Lroxen ovwercast” Lnlch cizared up sullleisntly

W0 leave .cstu of the sy olsar, LLOUGS “arye Te aritedc 35 2o01id o Lhe west i the
ared of Lhe ohijeet's apuearsnce. 4 glieck W0 e TLA r:.f‘ff...:a 28 e T 0. «2ataer
mreaw at "cca Chies ey revesled the followin’ datar «-ilinr 22,00 « 25,000, tain

‘cattered cloudss visibility ten ailes, teuseratare 74Y P: dewnoint 73; relative
romddity 55%; sea level pressure 1016.9 millibars: altineter zettinz 30,02 inches;
statien cressure 30.008; dry bulb reading 7i.k, wet buldb reading 73.2; winds sast two
niles per nours tetal sky cuver five tenths, zero altocumulus at 11;,000 feat, Live
tenths cirrus at foet; two tenths of ilie cover opaune, Lhires teanths transperent.
vinde aloft, in teletype sscusnce; O0B02 3505 23307 3409 )3SLy 2517 63517 3515
313712 3109 03107 23312 iL3M1S5 63216 53117 03217. Time - 220C 33T, Q30C 2.

1 Aueast

ieather: Obssrver repurted a heavy overcast stretchins from the sastern
to directly overhemi. Offisial figpures are: eum;zmommud--.
sesttared elowls, visidility fifteen xiles; tempersture 88° 7; dewpoint 76;
humigdity 6053 sea level pressure 1019.6 millidars; altimeter setting 30.10
’m:mmmn.v,mmmn.o;m
total sky cover five teunths; fouwr tenths cumulus at 2000
20,000 feet) all five tenths opacue. Winds aloft, in tels-
p-2136 21136 11)h 41113 11lL, no further data. Time 2200 RST,

g. ¥ —ﬂ. activity or comdition, neteorelogical or ctherwise, was re-
20780d or giseovered waieh aizht account for tae sightings.
. . O zxistamece of iy nysical rigencs of the @l nLings 4as redorted or |
riseovere, ’
y oflicial intarcention or ‘dontillicaticon acticn was talven,
|
!
NG APY COOLIML Tosar rTecoru /3 " P tralrie |
4 (% 3 e ) EINNVE o
!
lenunee 2I__02 2L | 2 v ' | s L0
Troen Carrier ing (4, Ll Cease operalions &t i3anl nilernsgiiconal
LA, AN DO SheEratlong Al | 3

- wmast 19535.
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north-south line and that be attempted to naintain a check on the [lizat sath by this
nethcd Tirouznout the coservations. Cn this basis, he stated the object was noticed

first dne west at approxiamately 30° above the horizon and immediately above the sxy
line ynich was formed Ly trees surrounding the house. 1% proceeced =nerally due

cast, exsest for the asneuvers Jdeseribed in paragrzon a avove. 10 csiimate ol tae
diztance or neight wvas attempted LY (he oLserver since, he stated, e did not icwe
the tre size of the objeet. e stated lne o0ject Cld ot iravel as 39T as 3 @ eur.

2. The chserver stataa that on 24 July e uss accompanied Ly nis »ls @aw
At b qlied iz landlady, 3 ors., - snd her wiher, name memown, out ol Lae

| ouse Lo Walgh ‘he objecs. Ml Auzast e was alone Jnen ne rirst nouticea Las 20 ject
nd called his wila, ra. @, and 1o, QP notaer ocue Lo suten the cbjeet agzain.
n® oree dgonsn oore not interviseed cre Lo Tiae il tlavions.  SLServer, .caanan
533890 L..C s lO8 3 Forrest, 5CI1095, 13 2 snudent 28 Uie ‘laet Honar .Ghoo.d,

;?-.- alle e enlisteq on ) Letober 42 is careat’'2 hone Lo LD
Nestar. eansylvania. oo 00 Jives (Ll 25 wale #b 4l _laeaton L uwet, Jay «est.

2 LAS Qen marmMiet onorexiastely six nonlas. 2 Aas 00 cad.adran or cdeoesndenta oloer
tham i #Sle., 12 vas 'orn on 12 July 1731 ana i3 V2 Zears olda. ¢ coaplated two
ears of senooling as La  alle college, Nilace.snia, wieres e asovrea ia waglise
itlaraase Aang Aored 0 A JuaKe and uTomaent. o2 &S JOTrKec .. aing suaner Vacas
vlons 13 a 1ifs guara, l.le (juard supervicor, an casip counsellor, & he was emul.yed
12 the aaintehence departasmt of [a 3alls, during his scaceaic jears, as a enerai
aintenancs workey. e 1s . alrly fasdliar wita astrooomy, claiming %o be able w
recognisze a few major constallations, but he stated he is not interested in astronomy
28 such, deing sainly concerned with ihe sutject throeugzh hRis lone :tancing interest
ia celestial navization in whi¢gh he would like o aske a career. ¢ acvanced no
opinions as to wvhat camsed the sizhting sther than that he believed he saw aome tne
th _reat saneuverability. :le further stated he believes "Mlying
ZAt exist but that he is not very concerned, md is not worried, about the
| Je was empnatie in declaring the objest did not recen~
but that it did resemble am aireraft ruuming light amx
he obeerved the erretic course, he belisved it was the tail resming liaht

o

75] as stt=mpted to telephone the |
whica Xey but both lines were ocusy.
lmmting. ‘% that timae, de statad, e 2eard the AP 2paraior nter™mni L6 COAVEYSAe
- Liom o ace 3 weathay Tenort "art or .iich was "ceiline 100" ar receiving a
Lo reroal renpimang e saae nimt s we fllcer of 8 &gy or ae Ificer or
2 uar? L WANe Sonay ool Iar lalluye C Zersist in s1s alilorts o contaget Lhat

e e & . ¢ T

!

"' . . B B . - *n PR G . - - - - . . - Sa— - e ’ . " . I
$pF.i = aT% o0 : 1IZUS® 1. %ing irectly O Lhe Tl AOL U 488 n-
_ . {
reag g @LION Wl D8 daSian 2 % e L8L i : - ' . *. 2, i
1 GaGs JEerrar g BrAL U2 o0 LAash NG el
d - ’ \ _
. L el Viass b AT L L N RO L e e G el
L iBAIR Ui JOSeYTEr X a0l AuXiay LMty o onru, B e e IYITr 1
AR LN A cOaTac eT UELing i Very coa" "above muroacn”t ame i
:

SCTLOAA AlA 38 Quiat, Juasclentisus, 3 wod jtucent = AoL Jute
sLsnding Sub Acove sverage. 1o ‘Ais interviewer Luzerver aspesared
Lo 2o stavle, well adjustea, poised, but at {irst exiremaly reserved
Ll would not elaborats on.nis answers except in response to per-
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