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24 July 1953 Key West, Florida

Description

Between the howrs of 2200 and 2230 EST, a student at the Fleet Sonar
School, United States Naval Base, Key West, Flcrida, observed an uniden-
tified flying ob 2%t in the sky over the town of Key West. The object
appeared to be approximately the size of a pin point or a star, very
bright white in color, proceeded rapidly from low on the western sky-
line to a point directly forward and overhead. The obJject then blinked
out, momentarily before descending below the eastern skyline. No aero-

dynamic features, trail, exhaust, propulsion system, or sound were noted.
Speed was reported as unknown, since the observer did not know the o0b-
Ject's true size or ita distance from him. The cobserver gstated that the

object appeared to move in regular smooth clircles,

Diacussion

Inquiry wvn, ondes aa to the observer's general reputation and
character. Hls wopervisor in Sonar Operations stated that he had no
knowledge of the obs=rver except during duty hours. The supervisor
zave him a chara: ' «r rating of "very good”, "above reproach”, and des-
crribed him as » @}, ~onscientious, good student - not outstanding
but above avera.. "he interviewver stated that the observer appeared
to be stable, v« «4 justed, and very consistent with his answers after

considerable quesciuning.

The weather st the time of the observation was reported as a broken
overcast. Clouns .«re reported to be solid to the west where the object
disappeared, A  +~ « with CAA office of U.S. Weather Bureau at Boca

Chica Key reves .~ a2 ceiling of 22,300 feet.

There were 2everal aircraft in the area and one of them was equip-
ved with a searchniight, There is a probability that the observer saw

the searchlight =~anning the area.

Conclusion

Other - Probably searchlight on aircrart,
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L~ cer Cmdry ATIC, ATIN:; ATIAA-2C,

UNCLASSIF!t

4 2 AL A AL L

hS‘n'm- Tmcm WING (M)
MIAME 1T SATICNAL AIRPCRT
Miami, Florida

AIN 7 Aunast 1953
SURJECT: Transmittal of AP Form 112, FLYOBRPT

TIRI: Commanaer

Sightesntnh Air Force

ATTN: Dirzctor of Intelligence
Donaldscn Alr Force lase
Oreenvilla, South Carolina

Commarxier

Tactical Alir Command

ATT: Deputy Chief of Ssafi, Intellilizencs
Langley Air "orce Base

Virginlia

I0e Uirector of Iantelligence
Hesdquartars, Jnited States Air “orece
H“BM‘M z‘)’ De C.

.-

l. In eomviiance with wire m from the Commander, ATIC, Wright
patterson Aly Force Hase, Chio, reference AFOIN-AIIAZe7-25-E, dated 31 July
1553, copy inclosed, AF Form 112, FLYOERPT, is submitted herewith.

I 01. e . /) 1 Jo;mu I'/
1, TWE, AFOIN=ATIAB=7=25-B ( «'7 1st LS, USAP
2. A7 hn 112 (quad) w/1 inel Intelligence Officer

dright Patterson AFB, (hio

DOWNGRADED AT 2 YBAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
DOD DIR 5300.10
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1L56th Trp Carr Wg (M) 7
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1. Report follows of the information obtained by this office in compiiance with
NeSSAIE .\ FOIN=ATIAE=7=-25-E from the Comnander, ATIC, Wrizght Patterson AF3. Delay in
reporting was caused by inability to contact the observer due to the messare naving
been received on Saturday, 1 Jugust 1953, the time consumed in arranging {or a defi-
nite time nd nlace for interviewinz the oCserver, and the need or coorainating
availac.e “ransportation consistent wita tne scaeaulea comaitments or Tnis winz in
noving o _harleston, Soutn Carelina. Compla2t@ cooperation was axtenced -y all lavels

of comnand contacted, both .ir Force and iavy, in order to iasure complation of the
avesti; a‘:.lm. Pertinent information i3 sucmitied in the oraer establi_hed Uy para-

grapn 7c, i, 200=5,

. nly one objact vas sighted on zach occasion. 7L was very “risht 'miu
' in color ~ut 30 zmall that Lhe coserver statea he coula just carely see it., 1%
reported "o He aveout the size of a pin point or a star of ordinary size and .Luminanc..
’ 10 aernavnamnic “m’ Lral, @ xa13ust, Dmpulalon system, Or sound were ooserved.
Speed was renorted a8 unknown, =ince the oovserver dia not <:ow Lhe odbjecti's true size
5 or its Jisztance.from him. 7! was reported to nave traversed an anzle of 120  from

west to east in one and one hal!f minutes durinz the first sighting on 24 July 1953 j
and 80° in apM forty seconds during the second sizhting on 1 Augzust 1953. - 1
The object took my ateed st i ght course, vertically, from west to east; however
lmnl naneuvers Were said ‘v have been observed on both occasions. T:ese maneuvers,
or changes of course; Were #cscribed as lateral 45° angular legs, or zig zags, along
the vertical course and level or lateral circles. The observer was insistent that |
tae individual short lezs sppeared to be of the same distance, duration, and at the
same anzles, and $hit they varied from side to side along the vertical course. As
reportec to m,pum-nu olficer, these changes in course can be most accurately
deseribec as the type of cowrwe an siycraft would take in tracking a beam while asin-
mutimr .Ociﬂha.“m,‘nducﬂh.dunm mﬁ,“m ¥
of the Ammdmmmuumhdodumm |
1. n 24 by ghjeet disappeared completely approximately three or fowr degrees
k the skytlink P blinking out and reappearing four or five times. On 1 August
5. ummuqmw’ormmmrmm
ﬂumuhbcuﬂulthcobjoctbukdtwoormm _
say as much Mth-tnuluionorm
“the effects of when observing a circle made by the f
3 .radius. MM that the object's course on 24 July
3 of the moon, but not directly across the moon, and yet
”‘*7 as vhan observed in the darker part of the sky. Observer

ﬁm- Jght a8 baing very-bright during the entire ocearvation en 2l
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or Zh July and 1 lugust the times of sizating Jere rspgor-ea Lo be te- !

wean 2200 ang 2230 ST and at 2135 EST, respectively. Convarted fo [ time these
ramld he YN0 to 9330 and 0235. he f‘f_;-s-:;. 31 ting L2steq [or annroximately onéa ana
 ne nal® 1 outes and the seecne or annroxanartely fort7 ceconcs, “a s oseyrer!i *1ine
rimates 2re checked Ly “he atarviewer v w0 l@ Liom s@ouancas: L3 S TUer JAS
nsisven- 113 astimdtas, :
'_' - |
‘oth observations were nagde visually Trcm the vrrace Lo Lae Lacsd =ves

e gUsServer I LaLes h. does .ot vear zlasses and claims W rave /20 avesi gL,

&ho porch of nis landlady's house at 024 Wile |
, "H 31° 48" W. Observer statad that hc

. STy

stm.ling m
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COUNTRY

nited States 1 - ;'

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

SUBJECT

FLYCBRPY

\REA REPORTED ON

2ast rids , rRoM (Apmey) Wing Intelligence Section
m?f“_?_“_f_’:_m 456th Trp Carr Wz (M), MIA, Miami, Fla

DATE OF ,m DA TE OF NFORMATION EVALUATION

Auzust 1953 5 August 1953 C=3

e s o  ae w o w w

PREPARED 3Y ' /) fficer) _ SOURC

i5T LT DONALD J. TWCMBLY Military Observer
AEFERENGES | Cont repori, e, i‘?éi"h‘iiﬁb——__—___—

REFERENCES ( Contrnd l‘l" dir

L 2005, 29 April 1952, FLICBRPT

e ——— I ———— e A — T ——

e A W— & =

[

SoJ'dMARY (z.nurcmiun-m‘m cholﬁdmm Ned Inesentence paragraph. wm.mm Begin lext of report m 4:'Fonnul-PﬂH)

on 24 July and 1 Augus® 1953 Seaman Apprentice (NNGNVENNGNANNNENE : student

AT Lhe Floet Jonar Sehool, United States Javal Sase, {2y west, “lorida, cboserved an
aerial ocolect in the sky over the town ol Key west. .1he [irst si1:n%ins Tetween
2200 and 2230 EST and the sacond was at 2135 EST. The obiset appeared ‘0 he about

ceededa rapidly rom low on the western skyline to a neint adirectly [Orward and over-
nead, taoen Olinked out immediataly Defore dascending "elow ‘ne 2astern skyline. ©On
L August it appeared at the same point on the horizon Hut was obscured oy clouds at
the zenita of its flight patn. o mechanical characteristics were noted. The object
made reular aqual changes in course laterally curing its cbservation but was not
observed w modify a regular sre vertically. The ousarver dces not appear to be ex-

tremely sxtrovert, appearea i» he very stable, ana desires no publicity; rather, ho,
at tises, gzave ih- indicatia . 5# wished he had not brouzht up the matter.

| deumtnmmmomrthmwmu that the observer
appeared to have'been skapticzal of his own sighting and checkec it against whatever
Known data were J2 to him with the result that he decided ha had seen some
object with which he was not ‘miliar,

DONALD J. TWOMBLY
Intelligence Officer

L‘

{CL3, ’ JUWNGRADED AT 3 VP2AR INTRRT

g —— — i —— W = e e v o

Inul. Bg USAF, Washingten 25, D. C.
".‘:.
Ch:llf, ‘m’ MC mu'”’ Uﬂﬂt P tm AF3, Onhio u.ni'o)

Mﬁmﬁ %”'Fl R

. W — - e w6 g e w —  — i o s e e L —— e — o e e—

Wie 312e ol 2 pin point or 4 star, was very brizht white in cclor. On 4 July it nroe

-— v P ew Gl T v e W e T‘ﬂ"“;.’ﬁ-‘:‘vﬂwﬂ::**"ﬂ-r .:
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the interview continued and he was conversing more 2asily at the end.
At no time did he exhibit any excitement about the sightinz. He zave
the impression that he wanted to e verv exact in his answers 2nd ~ive
precise data lor all aspects of his observation. e stated ae nan not
nentiored the 31 hting Lo any newsnapers and he would not tmst tahem to
Lve a true version of ais asccount, nor o protect nim from jublic ridie
:ule., He asked [or and received permission o call tae intarviswing
J.licer's home, collect, in the event N2 aade anota2r simnting.

L, weather and winds aloft conditions abt “ime and place of sizatings were
asg follows:

s | -
i "‘

L e " A

e s

caieres Coservsc =rurted 3 "orsxan overcast' «nich cleared up sulflliciantly

o lsave wat of the sky clsar. Clouds vare rezorted as colid to Lh2 west ia the
ares& oi W 8 ot iect's appearmnce. A check +itn Lae CAA office ol tne ',S. weaather
sureay at [oca Chieca Xey revsiled tae followinz datas mil.n; 22,500 - 25,000, tain
scattered ...loudl; visibility ten miles, temperature 74~ F; dewpoiat 73; rolatin
aumidi ty 755; sea level pre: ..ue 9 millibars; altimeter setting 30.02 inches;
station pressure 30.0053 dry mlb yveading 74.L, wet bulb reading 73.2; winds east two
niles per hour; total sky sover five tenths, zero altocummlus at 1h, 000 feet, five
tenths cirrus at 25,000. feet: two tenths of the cover opaque, threa tenths trmmnnt
vinds alotr't, ia teletypy seauence: QOB02 3505 23307 "3u09 U351k 3517 63517 3515
33312 2109 03107 23312 ih1S 63218 83117 03217. Time - 2200 ST, 0300 Z.

L Aug

Jieathers: Observer reported a heavy overcast stretchinz from the eastern
norison to d ‘overhead. 0Official figures are: ceiling 2CCO scattered clouds,
20,000 scattered clowds, visibility fifteen miles; temperature 88° F; dewpoint 76;
relative hunidity $8%; sea level pressure 1019.6 millibars; altineter setting 30.10
inghes} station ME.OQ; dry buldb reading 87.9, wet buld reading 77.0; winds
“t mummmmum,rmmmmnmam -
- one® tenth ‘&t 20,000 feet; all five tenths cuaque. Winds aloft, in tele-

tmm: mnonu 21116 111k L1113 111k, no further data. Time 2200 38T,

£. Yo unusssl activity or condition, metesorolozical or otharwise, wWwas re-
norted or ‘iscovered whieh aiznt account Jor the siintings.

! : k . : .

'{ 1. 0 axistence oi any zhysical avigence ol ne o mtings was renorteac or
' 1Lscovere

- P R T e T e -

M mal iatoreantion or

v L law Rl LOWAry
' 2 ) _—
‘ . 'L‘:'i 1,—, l:e ;"L i r’: ‘
8L«L— mu , ! *ue *-J_ I-e --J :-'Il ") e - 'I. ‘!L.J : I -:h:...::lp L J")

é-iirpﬂ, Florida, and begin coperations at Charieston Air foree Lase, Jounta Jarolina, 2
>f 2400 hours 3 Aunqb ﬁB.
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north-south line and that he attemnted to maintain a check on the flight path by this

method throughout the observations. ©On this basis, he stuted the oo.)ect was noticed
first due west at approximately 30° above the horizon and imrediately avove the sky

line which was formed by trees surrounding the house. 1t proceeded generally due
east, except for the maneuvers described in paragrzph 2 above. YNo estimate of the

distance or height was attempted by the observer since, he stated, he did not know
the true size of the cbject. He stated the object did not iravel as {ast as » metleor.

a. The cbserver stated that on 24 July he was accomonanied by his wife and
that he called his landlady, a Mrs and her mother; name tm’{'wm, ';.-ut of the
aocuse tc waich the object. Cn 1 A he was alone when nhe first noticed the object
| and cal.lad nhis wife, x{rs“and Hrs- motaer ouft Lo wateh t:: 8 O :";:;*f:‘:. &5a84I.
| The three wo sre not interviewed due to time limitations. The cbserver, Scaman
’ Apprentic 18 a stugdent at the 7leet Sonar School

o .

’

Key West. 'le enlisted on Yy Uctober 1952. 1#His parent's home is at,
Chester, ;ennsylvania, and he lives with his wife Al N (v Wost.
He has been married aprroximately six months. He has no clhildren or devendents other
than his wife, He was born c¢n ]I July 1931 and is 22 Jears old. lle completed two
years of schooling at La Sglle College, Philadelphia, where he majored in Lnglish
Jiterature and minored in language and government. He has worked during summer vecae
ﬂ.ﬂ as & life guard, 1life guard supervisor, and camp counsellor, ana he was emoloyed
tenange _ﬂopctnmt of LA Salle, during his academic years, as a general
e 1 - Re is ¢ (yly familior with astronony, claiming to be able to
& few 'major con:‘siistions, but he stated he is not interested in astronomy
n§ ‘mﬁ"i,em'nmd with the subject through his long standing interest
V. don:in which he would like to maks & carcer. He ndvancea uo
O | caused the sighting other than thati he believed he BaN 5ome. type
ot 2+ att with greas mensuverability. He further stated ha helisves "lve
ﬂﬁt ﬁil‘b M ihat e i, not very congerncd, ad is not worrlied, ruut uie

__ shenoner &, 'Ia was emphatic in declaring the cbjeet did not rese-
BMMM:I.t-MMDmumrd‘tmmdng Mght
I “‘ ' . the Qm courst”

he believed 4t was the tail running licht
thhd uﬂkmo 'ntfora,,

the summer of 1942, wnile he vas a
'Jersey, e noticed un object whbish was

hed ,a11fe flash firnt observed as stationary on
s 16% angle and.

| eRring, after a very wxooil but
m the: -m:&:m time, in the esarly moruing,
' of ‘effects of eclovds, water, aud tho
‘At e __fha*oj.ghﬂ.u Un 24 Jaly
' md thp ‘laval Mr ?u‘l'.tw

he hsayd thll CAP. oneratgr tnterrupa Lha coavers: -
——f. ’50‘7" After recaiviay A

.

Of &!8 Dﬂ? i t.." ._-L..'.... 5 o &0’

lm-m‘hmy,-

. - i
l‘ i‘-%

s i S S g —.

Fit oS a.a.ilhl“ W persise Lu his «liores w Ty EVEF Al I
| ’m“’ ne "’3901'“‘ t"te i mgut sighting directly te the Sonar Bchoel e Waa !
ﬁmd the info would Le passed cn o the C; _le 28 :‘Zt&:;' at the taval Lese. ,,
- r‘%t;m e JRLES “ A i) 1:* .

Inquiry was mafle 23 0 the cusexverig gemeral r-
actear. iis 'mwrvi.mr in Sonay Goergllons ToROY
. Kknoglea ¢ O £ J"&!‘Vf BXEETL QUTANE duiy Jeie ] AR R .
" zawe bim a character reting of Myery seod! “sbove meprozont S
be“d 1. &8 Q'Lleu, censcientions, a gaf iR § 1,088 _‘_ | .
| 2 but shove,aversco. T hEBtATYLOR: o AT Lt
RN IENed pﬁinn,__,“ L. A Y < ‘;m,:‘"j;'f"*}--. " e o
AN -Wtﬁd 0% qhbor‘acs on bis. awm @xeant 1" 3 g e R U

GadnBmrt. detatled guestioning, His srtilude beeaue wo
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West Point, Fireba.lil | C=i4
3an Antonio Balloon or aireraft 0=8
N & S Dakota =T
Marthala Vine lass very ppor data ~=5
Vozcow) Idahd meteordlogical ~ =3
Rarksdale AFB,I la. Fireballl , c=1
off Ventura, Cal. pessibly astronomical i c-2
Paoria; Ill. E!alloor‘ ¢ o=8
S.C. France | Balloo% ? ! 10-9
Califo1.1a ‘ | i ?E-l
San .ﬁ.nf‘ronio [ E';'i.:zs.l3...0014i I ib-Z
Port :'irseby | | | =3
Falls Church, Vae lFireba.]Tl | =i
"}r--enville AF?::, wlssz fAntares,:? b8
Jan Rafael, CaIEI.. stars tjhm o'chst ? ] =G
1,160 5 05 }r | ' '
adestq, Cale (rhoto peg) | * =T
gach, N.Ye. very po’or data ‘ E-“;-B
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Harrisville, Yich, aircra..qt : a=7
Lake rlss, la. balloon ? i !a-B
Silver Sprlngsg, Md. ’Eolida ! Ea-?
Harrisyille, Mich. iairc t | £-1
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Dear Capte Hardin#;

= have bsen so busy with the Black Hawk, S Dakotva case that

Tivs only just now gotisn dovn to looking over ine large batch of accum=

ulatad reports. 1 must say that compared with 21aek Hawk, none of these
approaches that incident in 4nterests Theres ar™ a feaw interesting sighi~
inza, but on none of these 1s 1nformatian-su£ficient +o make a follow=up

p:' Qri. tablﬁ -
s very similar sightings of 2L July and

follow=-up if they were mMore recent.
ted expla.mtion.

Of the intevesting OL2S, th
1 August ab ey dest rould warrent
with pregent fniormatlon I have no sugies

The 26 Julv Vsrrin AF3 Texas also holds possible
standpoint of mansuvsid andi the fact they were ohiarved from the Control

Tower and by clvillains of Dermison, Texase

It is too 'ad there 13 rnot more informaticn on Gresola, Ala. Thess
cases cover four separate dayse There is possibly pay dirt in these.

Finally, "he Sidl glimane sighting 1s dafinitely puzzling and vi 1l
orobably have o v wmain on ‘he books as unexrlained.

As for ths romaining 3V or 80, there is so little informaticn con=
cerning those which io not have obvious explanations that there is no per=
cantage whatever in ~onsidering them seriously.

~umben there are L independent sets which, |
would be dnteresting to pursues Personally,
Hawk case until we have squeezed 1t drye.

an be explained, others would follow suite

roceeding slowly bub surely

tainly jndicated oy the evidancs.
d s,¢atings wrere both visual

and radar, it is iaportant, in oy € that we continuse to pursue tais
ipma Padlurs to identily rin2oints a vossibls re2l el ess in our defense
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