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15 February 1954

.

_
New York 21, lNew York

Dear iire -

Iecause of our geographical proxdmity to VWrizhte
Patterson Air Force Base, the Alxr Technical Intellissnce Center
has asked the Melillin Observatory to cooperate with “hem in the
capacity of technical consultanta to "Project Bluebook." Accord-
ingly, we receive from ATIC reports oif unidentified {lying objects
which indicate, from the initial data received from the observers,

that an astronomical or meteorological interpretation of the rnhe-
homenon nay be in ordere

¥/e have received yowr report of the rhenomenon
witnessed last 19 June, near ey West, Ilorida, and we wers pare
ticularly impressed with the fine job done, both in observing
and in reporting.

A few additional questions come to mind whish,
we feel, might help us clear up ‘the incident. '

I shall be in llew York some time this week, and
would appreclate very much the opportunity of spending a short

also observed the object, perhaps she would be willing to0 cone
trioute her report as vell,

I trust you will find it convenient to cooperate
with vs in this matter. I shall probably contact you V/ednesday
morninge. |

Very truly yours,

Je e Gluck

Fmeraon licMillin Observatory




Summary of Investigation of observations, 19 June 1953, Key Vest, I'la.

Interrogated Mre & Mrse ‘ Ne¥e They
both talked a greabt deal, not walting for guastions Vo b3 palb to Uhenme

tr. WA is a delidberately careless, hichly sophisticated
incividual of 5k, resembling Sir Cedrick Hardwicke, who made a woll-
e:achited enbrance into the room zipping up his trousers, fdddowed Ly
Flincing himself full-length upon a couch and pouring himsell not less
than |} ounces of Vannesseye. lle considers himself the cpitoryy of ob=-
sarvaes == In fach, he states he can see stars in the daytinmees As he
vcached over 4o refuel his glass I could well believe hime The character
of the obseivers is, I believe, relevant to the interpretation ol the
rherionenon being investigated. -

The observare reconstructed the incident: nonely, that they, along
vith 2 guide=-fisherman, had been fishing off Key West, 12 June 53. The
time vras at twlilight, everything was still, no clouds at all aezecept a
cumulonimbus wiling » on the 37 horlson, come 11 dles dlstant. Suddenly,
a halfl-poon shapaed ohjact "like a quonsat hut on ibs z1de, 1it vp oub of
noThera, 209 hish, end In the noxt 13 seconds traveled Thru wpprovimately
100 degrees of are, rising to 300 vhon it wan ahaan, directly souvth, and
- then digappearing in tho 87, belilnd the thunderhoeol. 1In the 13 seconds
vnder obserration, the object 1it up, or went through, 2% cycles, of
1llunination, of 3 seconds each, during whkich time 1t glewed a translucent,
groonish=21low, with Jark gplotehcs or meridags on ite The ouliias of
the cbject ms oW1l vicihle a5 1t pescsad Throvgh the derined rhases. There
was no govnd asonelated with thic rhenenencre All three pocpls saw 1Y one
vag mearing polarsid gunzlasses, cuother, prmseription sunglasses, and the frd
ehuarvar {rothchill) ohsomved with the unalded sye.

P.!:.:'..- calculates that at a distance of 12-1},000 feat, the spreed would
have teen 3,100 nph iand the size of the object 600 feet.

Evalvatlion: |

le The inacident tock pleoce within 2 minutes of cunsete
e 40 on3y saw ohe moon at ths sawo time. licwever, on 1§ Juns,
the noon was at lst quarter, putting it near the neridian at

sunsate 12t, they all stated emphatically that the moon was
not visgsiblee. .

- 32y8, Just after the incld:an"y, ne Lwined around ©o
the north ard gpotited r'elaris, to liclp hin deternaine the elevation
of the objecte.

Now, how could anyone be able to see Polaris, 2 2rd magnitude star,
in very bright twilight, and yet fail to see a quarter moon, which,

as thay had been facing south, must have bteen lcoking them square
in the face?

- IS A VT




October 29, 1953

FROM:
New York 21, N. Y.

TOs Department of Defense,
- Alr Force Information Centre,
Pentagon Building,
Washington, D. C.

SUBJECT:  U.F.O.
REMARKS ¢

l. Object observed June 19, 1953, 1913 EST. Seen by three
witnesses, two of whom are navigators. |

Reason for delay in making mention of this matter is
that none of the observers knew what to do with data on
phenomenon, =

2. If 1t 1s so desired, would be able to give you complete
details.

Respectfully submitted,

1lhr/nw




NEW YORK 5, N. Y.

e - DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE,

Alr Force Information Centre, }l

Pentagon Building, | -..
|
\ Washington, D. C. i
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Form A

U.S. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET

This questionnaire has been prepared so that you can give the U. S. Air Force os much
information os possible concerning the unidentified aeriol phenomenon that you have observed.
Please try to answer as many questions as you possibly can, The information that you give will
be used for research purposes, and will be regarded os confidential moterial. Your name will not
be used in connection with any statements, conclusions, or publications without your permission.

We request this personal information so that, if it is deemed necessory, we may contact you for
further details.

-

}. When did you see the object? 2. Time of day: __H_.'LQ__ —-ﬁl_—ll_
our nutes
SRR . ORGEPET NG |« S teh time
Day Month Yeor %irclo OHO A.M or m.

— ————— i ———— - T — A - . - W . . - p— ——— | i A" e — 1 — . . . . . . . e e e . . i e A R e S i A ——

3, Time zone:

(Circle One): & Eastern (Circle One): a. Daylight Saving
b. Central b* Stoandord
¢. Mountain
d. Pacific
B T oottt

4. Where were you when you saw the object?

Marathon, === _Monroe County = _Florida.
Nearest Postol Address City or Town ’ Stote or Country
%

Additional remarks: _I.S m -

S. Estimate how long you saw the object. plus or "inus 1

Hours Minutes Seconds

5.1 Circle one of the following to indicate how certain you are of your answer to Question 5.

__l’. Certain c. Not very sure
b. Fairly certain d. Just a guess

6. What was the condition of the sky?

o 7 i3 mam
(Circle One): a. Bright daylight 1 38y Justo trace of daylight » 4 ; t
b. Dull daylight @ .- ‘e. No troce of doylight
c. Bright twilight— f. Don’t remember

7. IF you sow the object during DAYLIGHT, TWILIGHT, or DAWN, where was the SUN located os you looked ot
the object?

(Circle One): o, In front of you d. To your left |
K- In bock of you e. Overheod '

c. To your right f. Don't remember
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———— —— S - A R — . - —————l

8. IF you saw the object at NIGHT, TWILIGHT, or DAWN, what did you notice concerning the STARS and MOON?

8.1 STARS (Circle One): 8.2 MOON (Circle One):
a. None a. Bright moonlight

3. Alfew b. Dull moonlight

¢. Many c. No moonlight — pirch dorln

o b el
d. Don't remember ql.r 1?00%"'? re ‘E"""N ;’:ﬁ” wc
9. Was the object brighter than the background of the sky? -

(Circle One): B. Yes b. No ¢. Don’t remember

10, IF it was BRIGHTER THAN the sky background, was the brightness like that of an automobile headlight?: }

(Circle One) a. A mile or more away (a distant car)?

b. Several blocks away? ?}.
¢. A block away? ;
d. Several yards away? }
e. Other Lilke moon at similar altitude., |
A L i A B S T A IR R B e PG o (TN e L AT Py et (D
11. Did the object: ( Circle One for each question)
a. Appear to stand still ot any time? Yes NS Don't Know
b. Suddenly speed up and rush away at any time? Yes NS Don’t Know
c. Break up into parts or explode? Yes NS Don’t Know
d. Give off smoke? Yes NS Don’t Know
e. Change bri Yes No Don’t Know
f, es Yes NS Don’t Know
g. r pulsate? Y No Don’t Know
. PSS "
12. Did the object mwoMmthlng ot anytime, particularly a cloud?
(Circle One): ‘Y& No Don't Know. IF you answered YES, then tell what

- NP 1101 € ~Jale N ‘

. .
L e - e e . apa e .’Hm‘ TR 2D e Watey i ooy ah el e JIE DASE LR S T

- it moved behind:

X "‘ '
- A Y -

@

————— —— —— i — - — P— — — — A W———— A T ———— A . S T— —

Did ; i ime, porticular)
13. the object move in front o somth ng at anytime, particularly a cloud?

(Circle One): Yos N Don't Know. ~ IF you answered YES, than tell whaf
it moved in front of: N

A ——
14, Did the object appear: (Circle One): tqc Sol b. Transparent? ¢. Don't Know,
15. Did you observe the object through any of the following?
a. Eyeglasses Yes N e. Binoculars Yes N3

b. Sun glasses Yes NS f. Telescope Yes N§
¢. Windshield Yes N& g. Theodolite Yes NS
d. Window glass Yes NS h. Other

r A iws

- ':"" r—'.' X - “-ﬁﬁ.‘. Li-' v i il 5 I
- "'._ 5 -ll' |_ - '...:-I.I‘. B _‘iEJi ot o = J ‘_ﬂm = ]
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16. Tell in o few words the following things about the object.

o.SMd ' Lh - J LALIS - . QLI AR T B

b. Color

TiILJ) 3 - AP 4 f 3 ! b - A-49

aécmed luminescent, fluorescent, almost like phosphorous.

17. Draw o picture that will show the shape of the object or objects. Label ond include in your sketch any details

of the object that you saw such as wings, protrusions, etc., and especially exhaust trails or vapor trails. Place
on arrow beside the drowing to show the direction the object was moving.

- A . i =

18. The edges of the object were:

(Circle One): a. Fuzzy or blurred o. Other _O€E » 3 a tapering
b. Like a bright star tail that to me ‘was dark

Sh ' & —_and 1naistinguishable.

’ emember

19. IF there was MORE THAN ONE object, then how mony were there?
Drow a picture of how they were arranged, and put an arrow to show the direction that they were travel ing.
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20. Draw a picture that will show the motion that the object or objects made. Place an "A® ot the beginning
of the path, a "B® at the end of the path, and show any changes in direction during the course.

r "" l_-‘l : nr-_’

21. IF POSSI

E, try to guess or estimate what the reol size of the object was in its longest dimension.
fest. A pretty wild guess,

22, How large did the object or objects appear as compared with one of the following objects held in the hand
ond at about arm’s length?

(Circle One): a. Head of a pin 9. Silver dollar

bu P.ﬂ '\- Bﬂ'.bo"
¢. Dime i. Grapefruit
d. Nickel . Basketball '
e. Quarter k. Other 2/3 slze half-moon at
f. Half dollar simlilar altitude.,

22.1 (Circle One of the following to indicate how certain you are of your answer to Question 22.
& Certain c. Not very swe

b. Fairly certain d. Uncertain

23, How did the object or objects disappear from view? & Le lghting sece _below) f

»» about 2 seconds object made 90" turn to port behind distant
cloud bank we had been observing for some hours,

rd.

24. In order that you can give as cleor o picture as possible of what you saw, we would like for you te imagine that you could
construct the object that you saw. Of whot type material would you make it? How lorge would it be, and what shape
would it have? Describe in your own words o Eéommon object or objects which when placed up in the sky would give the
same appearance as the object which you saw, -

Lighted pnrtion of object had exact shape of Keufel and Esser half-
circle I hold in my hand. Rear projection too dim to estimate other
than apparently elongated triangle projected from base of seml-

circle. Were I to attempt to construet it, would take a huge Quonsedt,

lay it on its side, and to the bottom attach a tapering triangle about
three times in lengk®h the radius of the Quonset. It woula, at least
the fore- or motor part be constructed of (this sounds quite insane,

- but you asked for it) soap jade that was translucent.

.*ﬁ‘_‘%\
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25. Where were you located when you saw the object? 26. Were you (Circle One)
(Circle One): .

a. In the business section of a city?
o. Inside a building | b. In the residential section of o city?
b. Inacor ¢. In open countryside?
d. Flying near an oirfield?
e. Flying over a city?

f. Flying over open country?
g Other

s 18 ¢ : . . ®

~ L0

2k - -
* - 1 =5 § AL

Completely u ¢ ney €
formatio ookilne *ht ¢ ot an -

28. IF you were MOVING IN AN AUTOMOBILE or other vehicle at the time, then complete ths following questions:

i

28.1 Whot direction were you moving? (Circle One)

a. North ¢. Eoast e. South g West
b. Northeast d. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwest
28.2 How fast were youmoving? ___ ___ ___ _ __ _ __  wmiles per hour.

28,3 Did you stop at any time while you were looking at the object?
(Circle One) Yes No

29. What direction were you looking when you first saw the object? (Circle One)

Q. N“’h x. Eo.’

b. Northeast & Southeast !
S Breerpnmeieemy,

oy eo. South 9. West
129::;’?' f. Southwest h. Northwest

syt

30. What direction were you looking when you last saw the object? (Circle One)

& South

a. M'h Ce Eﬂ.'
b. Northeast d. Southeast

31. If you are fomiliar with bearing terms (ongulor direction), try to estimate the number of dagrees the object was
from true North and also the number of degrees it was upward from the horizon (elevation).

31.1 When it first appeored:

a. From true North
b. From horizon

0 degrees.

h . degrees.
2

o
31.2 When it disappeared: 30 vhen abeam,

o. From true North __..!15..'_. 245 degrees.
b. From horizon ___&Qogrus. ( See below)




— —*

32. In the following sketch, imagine that you are at the point shown. Place an *A” on the curved line to show how

high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you first saw it. Place a "B”® on the some curved line to
show how high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you lost saw it.

A1 AN “

33. In the following larger sketch place an “A” at the position the object was when you first sow it, and o “B” ot its
position when you last sow it. Refer to smaller sketch us an example of how to complete the larger sketch.

Not corrected for perspec-
tive,




3J4. What were the weather conditions ot the time you saw the object?

34,1 GAOUDS (Circle One)
{38,

b. Hozy

¢. Scattered clouds

d. Thick or heavy clouds
e. Don't remember

ar sky

34,3 WEATHER (Circle One)

%. Dry
b. Fog, mist, or light rain

c. Moderate orheavy rain
d. Snow
e. Don't remember

—October

Month

SO S

e e e P e - ———— S i e e e e i

“‘“ -—ll'

36. Was anyone else with you at the time you saw the object?

(Circle One)
36.1 IF you answered YES, did they see the object too?
(Circle One)
36.2 Please list their names and addresses:

Capt. ";

Marathon, Florida,- -

Yds No

YXs No

Yig No

thousands), |
Boca Chica ones.,

34.2 WIND (Circle One)

PRI E T -

v — i

Y. No wind POSsibly Beaufort's #1

b. Slight breeze
€ S"m *'“

d. Don't remember

34.4 TEMPERATURE (Circle One)

a. Cold

b.
&
d.

R e ——

35. When did you report to some official that you had seen the object?

—133— 4881634 nj8E1 F1O" to whor to

Street,

N.Y.C. 21, N.Y.

37. Was this the first time thot you hod seen an object or objects like this?

(Circle One)
37.1 IF you answered NO, then when, where, and under what circumstances did you see other ones?

38. In youwr opinion what do you think the object was and what might have caused it?

If 1t was not a guided missile, I would rather not care to guess, or
would prefer leaving it up to you.
plane of any type, a reflection, (no ship in sight and we were 3__-
miles from road, with nothing but mangrove island between it-@and us),
a mirage, (I've scen them), a meteor of any sort, (seen them by the
n atmospheric.phenomenon, or a dirigible such as the

It most definitely was NOT a

Cool e
WONH 80 Fo

(1oad)




Lo 2 LT S TR

Poge 8

39. Do you think you can estimate the speed of the object?
(Circle One) Yos No |
IF you answered YES, then what speed would you estimate?

40. Do you think you can estimate how far away from you the object was?
No

(Circle One) Y&s
IF you answered YES, then how far away would you say it was?

41, Please give the following information about yourself:

ast Name Ilut Nome M

“.__ T i - i o idsasia
P froot City Zone Stote
TELEPHONE NuvBer _ I

NAME

11

-
-

Rl

What is your present job?

Age L | oS I i T i

Please indicate any special educational training that you have had.

@ Gradeschool _MaNy., ___ e.e. Technical school
b. High school __Andover, (Type)

c. College ___ Princeton. . o o ciol troining_Com. USNRF re.

d. Post graduate _SOTbONNE, Hobby has always been celestial--
Offered Com. teaching it at Columbia VWII.

November 1953,
Yeor -

42, Date you completed this jusﬁmin: ___.15__
T ) Month

Day




Form G

*-_____h_-__—_m

U. §. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET
(SUMMARY DATA)

In order that your information may be filed and coded as accurately as possible, please use
the following space to write out a short description of the event thot you observed. You may re-
peat information that you have already given in the questionnoire, and add any further comments,
statements, or sketches that you believe are important. Try to present the defails of the observa-

tion in the order in which they occurred. Additional pages of the same size poper may be attached
if they are needed.

NAME (Do Not Write in This Space)

CODE:

Please Print)

P—

v

SIGNATURE

DATE _ Mflaje;

On June 19, 1953, 1913, EST, was sitting in stern of skiff at anchor on
the Flats 3ust East of‘Mara%hon- estimated position, latitude North
240, Al mins., 15 secs., longitude West 81°, 4 mins., 40 secs. - watch-
ing my wife fight a bonefish from middle of skiff. ﬁish had been hook-
ed some 10 minutes. Captain WENEEENEPPSn Was scated in bow of skiff..
wind Beaufort's No. 1, dry, warm (approx. 800), few stars, just at twi-
light, no clouds of any kind save a thunderhead below Bahia Honda Bridge
(some 12 miles distant) which we had been watching earlier in the after-
noon, wondering if it might come up on us. The cloud had remained sta-
tionary and the distance was quite easy to Jjudge as we had an unobstruct-
ed view of the sea and the 7 Mile Bridge was some 2 miles to our right.
Cloud formation was obviously'SouthIGY the termination of the Bridge and
indeed we learned later that it had been squalling at Bahia Honda during
the late afternoon and early evening. There was no rain of any kind at
Marathon until after 2300 EST.

There were no ships in sight, nothing showing in the Stream, and not even
a skiff any place near us. here was no noise of any kind and indeed,
just prior to hooking the fish we had remarked on the ahsolute peace and
quiet of the scene., The fish was running more or less due East,and I was
following his course, when suddenly, out of the sky, as though a flash-
light had been turned on, appeared a semi-circle of light (yellow in
color, with a greenish tingey, altitude 300, estimated hdght 8000 ft.,
moving on a 2550 true course. The brightness was approximately that of
the moon at a similar altitude, the size about 2/3rds of a half-moon --
which was indeed its shape. Object remain illuminated for approximately
3 seconds and then faded so that there was practically no liminosity. At
the end of about 2 seconds of darkness, obJject again illuminated for 3
ssconds, went off for 2 seconds, again illuminated, and after about 2
seconds, made a 90° turn and disappeared behind a cloud bank.

. "1..' ‘ ez b '1-"-.. 3 w " < d .
L PN Rs 1 meq&m:.*jM1d*;;}whhﬁ;.+__'l R s e Dile 5 R sdani L) LS |
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I was able to follow the path of the object somehow, even when it was
not luminous, and knew exactly where it would emerge. The distance
that the obJject ran during the some 13 seconds we had it in vliew was

approximately 11 nautical miles. My reason for stressing the cloud
bank formation and 1ts distance is that it is by means of this that I
marked the length of the run.

then abeam the object had an altitude of about 300, and my recollection
is that when 1t disappeared, its altitude was approximately 10°. This
Jatter figure may be erronfous. If my recollection is correct, it |
would indicate either:
(1) that I was wrong on my estimate of the height of the
object when abeam (possible, vut if i1t was higher,
its size must have been completely fantastiec),

(2) that I misjudged the run of the object before it dis-
appeared (seriously helieve this to be improbable, as
I had the cloud bank well marked),

(3) that the object gained height on the run (this latter,‘srrty
in my opinion).

To me the most striking feature of the fantastic epvisode 1is the abso-

lute and complete lack of nolse that accompanied the phenomenon. There
was not a sound of any kind, elther before or after its appearance...

if you can exclude my exclamation "Jesus Christ, what's that?"

It is my opinion that Captain— saw the obJject simultaneously
with me and that my wife looked up and saw 1t at a fraction of a second

after I did. The three of us were able to follow it durlng the entlre
run, i

The formation, as mentioned above, was that of a round half-moon that
was brightly iighted, but there d{d appear to be a dim, to me, very
dim, after-part -- triangular in shape, attached to the base of the
half-moon. :

I have heard, but do not know of my own knowledge, that the object was
picked up on Key Vest radar.

Respectfully submitted,

EE_ T ¢

MRy s .
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o3 Juane 1353

Statement of Paul “Jdathias ' SINO, Chiei Radio Zlectrician, J. S. liavy, |
attached to iiS-1, Ceaplane 3ase, XNey West, “lorida, who resides at |
1313 Patterson Avenue, ey Vest, lorida

This i3 my recort of a strange object obsarved in the aky on the 15th sast,
at apout 1200, It wvas {irst Droujat o my aitention Dy my wife, 2oodie
Joanne, by asking i that was an airvlane. Jzon {irst observing the oblect,
. avoeared to iné (o be a vary oright light auch a3 a large arce saarch iight.
The ilght seemed 20 focus uron us and well, it seemed as if the onject was
1r7ing to attract our attention Ly Jocusing the ilght and thea kind of aking
tae light out of Jocus. I seen this cheaomena two or three times. 1y wife
=ald that she had sbhserved it for, oh, a minute and a hall, two minutes,
somethiay like taat Dalore she had called mny attention io it. Alter two or
Laree >henomena of this apvarent focusing upon us dy he iljat apceared o
come toward us at a very raxid pace and then it yeered dif o the right at
aoout 2 J0 or 35 degree angle {rom the horizon and where ve ware anchored
in the hoat, south of Little Upranish Zay. This light then iraveliled several
niles, 1 vould 3ay .0 to 2J nilas In A “vesterly Jdlrection azd nen it
turaed off l2aving aa ODject (a the sky, oh, anywvhere frowm 13, 14, 13
incaes in dlameter and continuad in a V/esterly directioa {or another 10 to
20 miles and then {rom this 12, 14, 10 inch diameter it yeered directly
or la a Coutherly direction 2gain and disappearaed in a aiter of seconds.
he right angls flight of this coiect was at the sreed apuroximately of a
chooting star, There was no irall of any sort Heaind it axcept this very,
Tagry Oright light, it seamed to me A carbon are (ight., That is iust adout
21l that I can recall of the incident. It hapcaned scuth of 319 Spanish Zey,
"aore ia the Zeys, and we ware anchored in adout 20 feet of water, The
sdject was anywherss from 20 to JO miles Irom us at asout a 30 or J5 Jdeqree
angle irom the horizon, come toward u3s 2rom the 3outh, veered oif to the
west, and disapreared back into the South. Cn the sxtinguishing of the
i13bt, it acoeared to De, well, having Deen at 3ea and seen overations where
{he larger bhattleshipys use these very large 50 inch sarbon are search lignis,
the light avpeared o Do of that tyre and ucon turning out it acted just as
those lights that I have 3een during maneuvers, well, 30me naneuvers
that I have been in in the Navy, having Deen in several yvears. It just
dimmed out, fluttared a iittle, and aiter the light was out I could atill
distinguish this ooject as a dark object, I wouldn't say it was sxactly dlack, -~ |
but It ¥as a dark object in the sky anywhere from 12, 14, 13 inches In
Clameter and it continued {or several miles in a ‘Vesisrly direction defors
it turned South again and disarpeared in a matter of 3 very law 3econds or
2 very short time. The path of llight was upward. It was Doth apwvard
and downmward. A3 it come toward us at the first signting, it come at a
lowering altitude, 7 come Irom the horizon waishing down, I would say
it drovred about 2 degrees In the amount of ravel that [ 3aw and then
2700 taraing right, it had a very 3light increase of altituds, anywhare
irom 2, J, roerhara even 4 degrees of riaing aititude when it ¥ent in a
V/osterly direction and when it dlsacpeared in a Southerly direction, it
started in an up attitnde again. V9 were in comcany with the "J* "D
of ey "‘est, Florida, ancther {ishing doat ownad and oerated by Joe
walker. 1o was on the Northera slde of the island doing some {1shing and
2230ut the time that this caonomena was ocbserved, thay were returaing to
the anchorage, but uron them arriving back with 23, I asked thoem i they
had 3een it and Yhey 3ald, 1o, Decauss at about the {ime that .irs. _2ino
and I observed this chenomena ithey h1ad hecoma stuck uron a sand Har and
all 2ands were out ~ushing tie boat oif the bar to jget j0ing again., The
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light condition was right at dusk, around 1300, In this area it was stil)
light onough that odbjects could De seen plalnly {or a jood many niles. The
weather was clear, no rain, some clouds in the 3ky. A3 a matter of fact,
the object when my wife Iirst observed it, came out {rom beaind the ~louds.
The time of day, it was just before the stars cams out. 1Taat 13 just asont
the time of day it was, ust S>efore the 5iars came out. I have ocoserved
falllng atars, and metsorites in travel, c-rior {o tals, but this did 2ot
vear at all like anything that I had over seen bDéfore, it was just this
very, very bright light. It was a very bright light which seemaed L0 be
focusing upoa us and then the focus wouid be lost and then it would coma on
again. It sesmed ilke It was Deiny focused on u3 and then as if they were
trying (0 attract our attention. That 18 the wvay the wile expialned it 1o e
and the few times that I seen I\, that it was lust teying to jet us In focua
and then it would g0 beyond and then it woulén't he jocused and then 10
bring it back into focus and it was very, very bright upon its travel there
was no irall of any sort that I could 5ee. The closest distance that it got

to me, I should aay was within 20 miles. ot closer than 20 miles, ‘vell,
I am not 3 vory ¢ood inathematician, bHut {rom wherd? [ #as it vas about

a -A) cegres anJgie right off Lhe waler at adbdut a S0 Jdegraas andle at <0 milas.
ZJow high wouid that be: Weo wiil i3t & mathemeiician iijure it out.

- —— . —— R = S = =
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I #a3 requester tere to yive my aze, shich is i3, I #il be -l, thld coming
tiovember, wwigat 194 counds. 1 Ilrst aniisiad in Lae Havy, July 15, 1835,
was discharged July 15, 1541, reeslisted Cctober 1, 1543, and have Laen in
continuous service since then, a total of 10 years and 7 monzhs, o, not
qulte 9 wonths, & nonths and 29 Cay3s raval service,
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SUMMARY: (Enter conciss summary of reporf. Give owm'?;m onevenience paragraph. List inclosures ab lower left. Begin tert of report om AF mm_;};mn}l.)

<0 Pawl 1. +eino, USN, HS=1l, Seaplane Hase, ey iasst, ilorida, observed an
extremely briznt 1lizht ia ths sky, south and west of Gig Spenish Key near “ey west, |
at approximately 1900 hours (24C0 ») on 18 June 1953, after having nis atteantion '
called 10 1T by :is wife, le observed the lignt for 2pproximately five (&) s2conds X
during which time it appeared to move towards him (nortaward), then away from him
(wesiward), then to the south, at a very high rate of speed. ihe object was “irst

Seen by lirs. “eino who i3 said to have observed it lor apgroximately two (2) minutes
oeiore calling her husuand's attention vo it. Salient features of the ouservation,

in W0 Leino's accouant, were the apparent "focusing" effect, the intensity of the

lightt, and the object's speed and abrvpt change of course.

inis office has no comment on the si . milicance of the revort ower tLhan that the o
cbsarver evicdently saw a very bright light or 1li hted ocjeet which was not i‘aailiar =

to, nor recognized by hin.
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1. The following information is submitted in the order established bv narareansh
: . AFY 200"'5 l

a, As observed ard descrited by WD leino the object and/or licnt had no defi
nite snare other than "round and »blong", The size, as reported to the Hase Tnte'le
lipence Officer, 'S Naval Base, Yoy West, was stated to be 12 or 1 or 16 inches in
diameter; howaver, after gr-~tioning by this interviewsr, 1t was ascertained that this
was W” Teino's estimate of its exact size and L2ino stated tha' as comrmared to his
thumb held arainst the skv the lirght apreared to bas av raximately fonr ) inechas in
diareter while the object seen alter the light went cut was annroxinalesly one qunrter
1/4) tn cne ei~hth (1/B) af an inch in dianeter. Color was descrihed s an - renge
white exactly 13ke a carhen are 'are of the t:ve o he fonund ~r battlesnins, There
was only one Light 2 cre objec
hiact. N9 aepadvmamic features, trail, exhanst, osromulsior svgtem, or sound waras
shserved »+ roticed. Durine the tine shserved, the 11 *hit and ohjiect iLraveled thyorvizh
”"Dr”Ximaf01V’9qo laterally ~n two courses, westward znd scutheastward: desree ~f
trave!l on the first cr northues 1-b"nnﬂ Tet w2 not asr-rta2inabla. On the fipst ler 1t
apneared to descend an estimated g’ fro*nthe hﬁ*wzcntal,'whilﬂ on the second, or wast-
vard les, it was described as climbines 2 to ), , After which 1t levelled ~ff, ther
arcse again at a steener ancle on the last or sontheast ler., Tt disapreared from
sipht, above the horizon, throusn what was described as dimmine cut »r flickering out
1ike a carbon arc licht when it is extinruished and by diminishing in size. Subject
was emrhatic in declaring that there secmed to be an attenpt to "focus" the 1light,
basine his statement unon the varvines intensity and brlﬂhtz:es_q*;_fﬂj_hfwuw‘ﬂ;.l‘m;t‘_ﬂe
deseribed as beine ~reatest when directly facine him and h hic wife. #AS8 used bv him,
"foeusine" connotes 2iming rather than clarifyine a field of vigion., ¥Ns lightine of
the area of observatior was noticed. Speed was stated to be that of a meteor and
sharn turns onto each of the last two legs were noticed as additiocnal unusual features,

, 823n and the %+t was describad as coming ffror the

b. The observation was made at ap~roximately 190C hours =87 (2100 Z) ard
lasted for an estimated five seccnds., (Tstimate of elansed time was based on a test
made for this interviewer consisting of counting un to five and adding the phrase "one
thousand and " before each digit at a normal talking rate.) Yrs. Leino was mpntloned
2s having observed the licht for an estimated two (2) minntes before WO Leino's
observing it, during which time the varyings intensity was described as esrnecially
noticeable.

c. Observation was visunal, nn optic2l ai-ds being used, and was made from a
boat on the water,

d. At the time, the observer was in a boat anchored between Hnuknr*buov 33
and 31 over the 20 feet depth just south of Bic Snanish Kev, or 2t 2),° 1A' 30" north,
081" 25' west. Observer mentioned Little Snanish Yey in the attached statement hnt,
corrected this when questioned by the interviewer from this office., OChserver estimate
the obhject to have'bepr twentv-five (25) te thirtv (30) miles awavy from him an? at a
heirht of 307 to 35° above the horizon at all times. However, he stated to the inter-

iewar, after being led to discuss perspective in comnection with true size and dig-
tance, that his estimate of distance was nnt based “"norn rnown constants but was V:ased
unon his estimate of ihe true size of the object. ™is alrco explain=z the discrenancy
petween size of the obiect as set nut in the attached statement ard size as irndicatecd
in rararrach a, above, i.e., not takineg into acronnt the effects of rersrentivas,

¢, Description of observer!'s experience set forth in the last parasrarn of
the inclosed statement was checked by the interviewer from this office and found to bhe

truea 'n all particulars. Personnel reccrds nertaining to the obg %‘-"Iief- (“F PP ALS

GRADED A
DO%IELE;S SIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
»

D DIR 5200.10
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¥inal Top Serret securityv clearance dated 25 March 1052, riven by the Commandino
ffir~er of the ' § Naval Air Develcnment Center, Johnsville, Pennsvivania, He was in
e ecomvany of the interviewer far anproximately nne and ene-half hours during which
time he seemed verv stavlie, extrovert in nature, friendly, mature, horest, arnd nos-
sagsed nf 2 guiet self confidence., lis cooperation wias excellent,, YHe annears to be
‘Le""Y ralicsjons althmirh not nstentationgly so, Ye stated he helieved Tife could exigt,
“n rther planets 2and that he helleved inter-nlmmetary travel was nnssible bul he was
not convinced of its actuality at this time., lHe had heard reports of "flvins somerars®
wnd ranad articling concerning ’rhe rhenamena, He gtated h» was a21ightly farmiliar with
astronnamy but that the osbiect which he saw apneared to bte differant from any star or
waterr which he had ever sec«n, 'mth in intensity and ability to chanpe course snar-y,
At the time of the sishtirn” he and hig wife were alone on their hoat, fishines, and
thevy remaired on the hoat far twon more davs, He stated thev had nothine to drink
&U“ﬁPﬂ except coffee and water., MNo estimate can be givan of his wife's reliability

o L. .

since lack of time during the visiti to ¥Yev West o nrevented irnterviewiag her,

f. Weather and winds aloft conditions at the time »f the sishting were not
availnakl~ from the 1n-nl weather station sinee thev hat hesn  ruarded t~ *he vational
snather Records Statinn at Asheville, Yartn narolina, :":':f*l-.?ff"!.f-'-:r, z-.::e_r-gz«r:ﬁrs"-: atzted trat
condi tions hac remained fairly constant throughont the twenty-“ovr hour nericd and
offered a report for 0900, 12 June, Mis i8 submitted solzly as an indicaticn of
weather conditions for the over all pericd.

Lltituvde - Feel Direction - Tecrees Snaeed - Knots
1,000 egpsr ey . A R
2,000 290 12
3,000 280 11
L1, 000 260 1]
5,000 280 11
6,000 280 11
7,000 270 G
8,000 2A0 g
9,000 260 - 8

10,000 270
12,000 . 310
1), 000 30N
16,000 230
17,000 250

J"l. 1!-'.1 a ::- HD

7. MNo unusual meteoralogical conditions were noted durine the period. There
were thunderstorms in clouds =nd freaquent lightning, cloid-to=clond, *hirtyvy (30) miles
to the northwest of Key West at 2128 hours., The ceilinz was nom-osed of low scatbtered

clouds at 22,000 fest and hish broken clonds at 30,000 feet, Official sunset was at
1911 hours (001L 7).

h- ?‘”‘ "‘*"‘VSiCal Q'uridance Of thP Si?htitg WAaSs f."}ﬂnd noa™ Were mn \ ;"Tr*"""g t‘. “en .

1. N9 interception »r identification action was taken.

i. Flishts conducted in the area cleose to the tire of the sipnting were as
follows:

Irensient arrivals | Tvre TR e
L. : v turber
1200 qvn 1

) AT 3 YEAR I)\TTT*‘RVALS
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1805 -« 214L5 VR ]
1845 - 21L5 TRM ’

Tma 0® the TBM's on local flirsht missions was equinped with a searchlight; how=var, it
wag n~t nn a searcnlight orerations mission and the lirht is aimed directly forward,

2., Observer and his wife did not return to ¥ay “West '1misl 20 June and, since he
was on leave until 26 June, he did not report the incident to his suneriors nntil the
Latter date. The sifshting was revorted to this office via the Nase Legal 'fiicer

(Rase Intellizence Officer) at Key West, the ONT in Miami. and the NST at this base,
ard the report was received in the aftarnoon of 26 June, Ufforts to contact the ONT
in Miam? and the Base leral Officer at ¥ev YWest oroved fruitless on Friday afternoon
and “2turday mam™mine since both offices had closed for the week end., Due to the frage
mentary incomnlete nature of the first report no 2lectrical rerort could be submitted.
An interview was arranged at Yey “est on 1 July and it was decided that due to the
lavnse of time between thE-S]?htlﬂ? and colle~tion of 2ll1 the facts the exnense of an
electrical report would nnt be warranted.

NATD #, TWOMBLY
lst Lt , USAF
Intellicence Officer

WNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS)
- %ECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,
DOL DIR 5260.10

NOTS: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S. C.—
31 AND 22, AS AMENDED. 1TS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF TS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW,
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OIMEC TN i AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
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H EADGUARTIARS
L5O6T™ TROOP CARRIIR WING (1)
MU LHNTERNATICONAL ATRURT
lﬁm’ Flond‘
WLl 9 July 1953

SURGLLTs Tranosmictal of AS orm 112, LYUCESY

THRU Commander
ti;hteenth Air orce
APTN: UVirector of Intelllcence
Nonaldson iir Torce iase
Treenville, 3cuth Carolina

Comnander

Tagtical Alr Comaand

ATT s Deput?' Chiaef of Ltaff, Intelligsnce
i-anzley Alr 'ores Hase

Virsinda

Tos Director of invelliconce
iloadquartars, (alted in tes Ay force
ﬂmir'”mn 25’ ﬂo *

1. Subject FLYOBRIT, conserning incicdent on 1! June 1253 at ey Jast,
Florida, reportad by 0 Paul !i, Lolno, subnitied herewlth,

2. Reference parsgrapn 2 of subjoct renort, information eonceming
elforts to contact iavy personnel concemned is suoject Lo ambiguous inter-
pretation a3 to orffice closing Lours, ilhe UVirice of Naval Intellliyence in
Miaml closes at 1530 hours on weekdays and is clos«d on Jaturdays, th one
person remaining to answer tha telsonhone and furmish negwssary locator
information. Cloaing hours of Legal oifice atl Xay Jost are tne sama,

1l Iacl
AT Tom 112 {tmad) A
w/2 irc Tntelli zence Orficer

vee: Onief, ATIC, ATTH:
Taﬁ-z 29 wrd: ht
patwnon ﬁn &y d‘io
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FROM: (Originator)

PRECEDENCE | ACTIOM

CG ATIC FOR: ROUTING
T0: COMDR 456TH TROOP CARRIER VG (I‘*I) [] sook messace f{] omcinaL Messace
MIAMI INTERNATIONAL AIRPCRT do b AR R RSN W__:;___
MIAI"H F LA , ’/__ C /;,) 4/2 D MULTIPLE ADDRESS Dm::Acg " m NO
REFERS TO MESSAGE: ', o
"IOENTIFICATION CLASSIFICATION

FROM: AFOIN-ATIAE-T-16-E

{ONCLASSIFIED

- |
) !
o 4
)

|
AIC has received AF Form 112 on 18 June 53 Key West sighting by WO Paul if. Leino. !

Request you determine whether TBN aircraft speciflied in report was operating search-
lights at the time of sighting. Also request you determine whether other local air-
eraft noted were engaged in any unusual lighiting operations. 'ATI'C velieves Tive
-gecond duration of sighting does not allow observer accurate estimate of object's
course. TBN therefore may have headed toward him and then flew away end therelore

could have caused sighting. ATIC regards your report as officially complete.

AR INTERV: ALS;
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HEADQUTARTERS

v, B LS6TH TROND CARPTEP WTNG (M)
X&ﬁ} MIAMYT TNTERNATTCNAT, ATRPORT

Miami, I"lorida
SURJECT: Project Blue Booky FLYORPPT, Teino

L
TCs Comnanday ‘ 4:
AMr Technical Tntellicence Center
ATIMe AT AA=2C
Wricht Patterscon Alr Force Base
Chio

-

1. The inclosed ~opies of corresoondence between th%s Headcuarters

and tho Base Tntellipence Officer {Hase Legal (fficer), V.35, llaval Nase,
Yey West, are submitted in reply to your messaze AFOTVN(TAlT=16=%,

2. Tn reference to peragrapn 3., Tnelesure 2, the interviewer con-
tacted personally an officer in the Cnerations fxilce at Hoca Ovwica Naval
Adr Station and the latter oTficer furnishec the informotion as to aireraft
morrements after a televhone conversaticn with another office., There was no
reason &t the time to sunvnse that the information was “urnished from what
was evidently som2 sort of nlannin: schedr:le that was later modified.
Havins been informed of the contents of Tnelosure ? when in conference with
the Pase Tntelligence Officer at ¥Yey “est at the time of investi-atin~- the
De Rorrest sightine (reference message AROTM=APTAT-7-25-5), the interview-
in®t officer nersonally reviewed aircraft wovement control! lo-s maintained
by the CAA and the control tower to obltain rmertinent information “or the
De Forrest report, This office regrets the error-in nol makins nersonal
absolute verification of information “urmished ‘n the Leino rerort.

3. Tn reference to inclosure 3, thig ¢“fice has furnished conies of
AF‘IJ 200"5 tO thf} BE_“.SG Intﬁ;l]igence f‘ff 'ro, "’c;:'cr- Jps-[- and h?ls (Jf'FE*T'r-!d
furnish conies of JAMAD 146, 7TRVIS PRenorts, i conies ars not readily
available to the Rase Trtellirence 2fficer,

Lo

3 Incls
1. Ltr, LhS6th T C wWe (V) S
20 July 1953 _ Intelll'ence St ideer

2. Ltr, USNB, ¥ey %West,
31 Tuly 1953

3, OfF memo, Laral OfF,
“ey Wast, 30 Jviv 1953
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HEADOU ARTERS
. 3156111 TROOP CARRTIR WTNA (1)
MTAMTY T“IT“'P”!*'“T'””T_ ;\Tpn"\pq‘ | '

Miami, Florida

WTN 20 July 1957

UNCLASSIFIED

SURJECT: FLYOBRPT, leino

10: Commanding Officer
U § Naval Base
ATTN: Rase Legal Officer (Bzse Intellirence Officer)
Key dest, Florica

1. Attention is invited to the inclosed wire nmessaye from Air ochnical
Intellipence Center, Vright Patterson Air Force Hase, ‘“iﬂ, relating o the
sighting of an nnidents f{od flying object on 1# June 1953 by W2 Paul ', 'rino,
and the subsequent report filed by this office, a cony of which was furnished
to your Headnuarters,

2. Tn®osrmation as tc 2ireraft f1i f‘ht in the local area was obtained {f'or
the report from the office o? the C- ﬂrallon Sfficer, Ver YWest laval Alr Sta-
tinn (Boen Chica)., Tf convpmpnt, it is renuested that your offic: secure and
nrovide this office W1th the inTormation reoucsted by ATTC. ”kws ro owﬂst 18
made due to thﬁ nroximity of your ‘ieadqy arters to the ”1va1 41% t1+1mn the

curtailment of all bu t the most necess=ary ilishts "r‘o*n t‘n hasa ch Lo the
W‘n”'s imminent remoral to Cwarles tqn? Sovth Naveo] ina, and to the fact that

our office is conversant with Tntellirance ”“fﬂﬁdb and the need to avoid nube
1*citj in these matters. TIf thz comiifments of vour office nrevent sceurin-
the pertinent information it is reguested that this cof"ice be notified by nmail
as soon as possible,

3. Flishts conducted in the local ares close to the time of the sishtineg
were renorted as follows:

~Transient Arrivals Tioe Number
IUI;E TV? o 1
1900 S8 1
1302 PLiY ]
190 TV?2 1
192! JRB L
lLocal #lirhts Tyre Number
1805 ~ 21015 Si3 s R
185 - 2115 ™ ?

me of the T3M's reported on leecal flishts was cquinsnad with a searcehlicht.,

h. ‘™Mis office aponraciates the gid and efforts of your nersonnel in
exnediting nrelinminary processine of this investization,

UNCLASSIFIED :

1-IRel DOMALD J, 'T':.’T‘-f??f"'
T, ATIC, AFOTN=-ATTAE-7=16a%  1st L&, USAR

T t("-llf’(‘“"'(’ “fr'icer

'S . : rest.nl)
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FM COMDR ATTO WRTAHT CATTEPSON AFR ~HTE

0 0°MpR LSATY TROOP CARRTER 4G /¥/ MIAMT TNTI, ADPRT M AYT TT.A

/ R k0 f\‘-T'OT”-A'['Tﬂ TmTe16=F ATTC HAS PRALTTHED
AW BORM 112 ON 18 JUNE 63 KWY WEST STAMTTNG BY WO DAUT, M 101N,
RECUEST YOU DETERMINE WHETHER TRN ATRORATT SORCTRTION TN 420 DT e
OPERATTNT SEARCHLIGHTS AT TUT TTMH OF STANMING.  ALSO RECHPST ol
DETEPYINE WMETH B OMMER LOCAL AIFCRAFT NOTED LERT "NAASTD TV ANy
MNRSUAL, LTCHTING OPERATTONS., ATTC BRELILVES PIVE SECOM) DUPATTOM o
STEITTNT DIRS NOT ALLSW ORSEPVER AGOURATR ESTIMATE N¥ ORJIFAT §

COURSE, TEM THRERFORE MAY HAVE YEADED TOWARD HTM AND THEN ®LEy AWAY

AS OFFTCTALTY COMPLETE., TN PRPLY OTTR PROJEAT RLIT DANYK
17/21327 JUT, TEND
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In reply address nol (ae signe:
ol this letter, but the Comman.
R  iSEEREE
_ West, Florida, and reler to:
U. S. NAVAL BASE

KEY WEST, FLORIDA - Code 003
Ser 328

4

(

31 JUL 195
\J
Froms Commander, U, 5. Naval Base, Key West, {florida . 3
Tos Headquarters, 456th Troop Carrier iiing (M)
Miaal Intermational Alrport
Miamd, Florida _
(ATTNs Donald J. TWOMBLY, lst Lt., USAP, latellizence Officer)

Subj s FLYOBRPT > Leino

Raf: (a) Hqe 456th Troop Carrier Wing (M) HIA ltr to CO NavBase

1. The information stated in the third paragravia of refersnce (a) has
baen chacked with the Uperations Officer at the liaval Air Station and
it has Dbeen determined that there were no alrcrait in the air during
the times in question. The two local flights, Sii3 and the TBM, were
cancelled and were never airdorne. 7he translent PLY did not arrive at
1902 on the day in gquestion, but had arrived prior to that date. Its
final departure froa the area was in the mid-afternoon of the date of
the reported sighting.

2. We wers unabla to deteraine that any aircraft with searchlights were
in the air in the Key liest arsa at any tiaos close to the tiae of tne 1re=-

ported sighting.

3. The information you have on the two local flignhts was apparently
obtained from a mlaeographed flight schedule of Air Developuent Squad-
ron ONE, These two flights were cancellsd prior to the schedulasd tine
of d.pl.l‘bm.
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statRARD Yot Yo, € e o

OFFICE MEMOPRANDUM ° UNITED STATES OOVEPNMENT

TO : Lt. Nonald [J, Twombly, USAF D“TE: 30 July 1953
ITntellirence Ofi'icer, hS6th ’r'r on Carrier wines (M)
Mjami Tnternational Airport, Miani, ¥lorida

FPCM ¢ ICdr. B, H. Berry, Legal (}ff'*‘iner, 1. §S. Naval Rase, ¥ey West, Florida.

SURJECT: Aircraft directivess; renuest for

1. Tt wonld be aporeciated if you would s2nd directives regardine renorting of
these sizhtings to the undersicned and to the Cnerations Officer, 1, S. Nava)
Ai» Staticn, Boca Cnica Field, Key Yest, Florida

/s/B.H. Berry
/t/R.H. Berry

A CERTIFTED TRUT COPY:




