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SECTION 1
l.

B-97-0 MAY 1€

>

Target B=97«(, originating in Pacific ADIZ in KB 5255 at OL15Z hours,
340° with 6,000 feet altitude and estimated 90 kmots ground speed.

and ground speed remained same throughout course.

2. Pronto Red ( 1 AT aircraft) was scrambled at Ol332 and was vansuccess-
ful -« he could not get a visual on the unknown.

he
Alsit

3. Sixpence White (2 Non-AI aircraft vectored in on target) wers also
unsuccessful.

h. Inclosure #1 is a statement by Captain S. D. Tate and Inclosurs #2
is a statement by 2nd Lt D. L. Rodgers. Officers were Pronto Red crew.

5« GCI Director was Captain D. V. Jensen, Station P=-57.

6, Inclosure #3 is a chart containing diagram of the activity. Also
included is location of balloon mentioned in Section ITII, paragraph L, this

report. '
SECTION IT (B-1L-G) 13 MAY 1953 (i

1. Target B-14-G, originating in Pacific ADIZ in KB L8h8 at OLS6Z hours,

heading 3L0° with 6,000 feet altitude and estimated 850 knots ground speed.
Altitude and speed remained same throughout course.

2. Pronto Bluve (1 AT aircraft) scrambled at 05282 hours and Pronto White
(1 AT aircraft) scrambled at 05082 hours. Captain D. Jarrstt (Pronto Blue)
and 1st Lt A. Young (Pronto White) both of 317th Fighter Interceptor Squadron
were Intercept Pllots. Pronto White had to abort due to radar troubla.
., Pronto Blue searched area but could not find the Bogie.

3. GCI Director was Captain D. V. Jensen.
4. Inclosure #i is a chart containing diagram of the activity.

' SECPION IIT OTHER PERTINENT FACTORS

1. In answer to query, Coast Guard vessels reported sea swells as moving
on a course of 050° with swells 93 feet high having sharp breaking crests
moving in at 8 second intervals. Surface winds from Horth at L Xmots. INo
visuals on unknowns by three Coast Guard vessels in area. Did see and hesar jets.

2. Coast GCuard, Navy, RCAF and AMIS were coordinated with. All reported

no air activity in area. IMST reported large vessel in area which was located
by radar. ¢

3. Neah Bay could at no time paint_the unknowns but was painting friendly
aircraft. el ko o T RN N N ki ptctacghSm e

e L
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he HMoby Diek Pro nook was checked for balloon activity.

One balloon wa ased at Tillamook on Monday evening and moved to ND 5010
Tuesday A.M. It hovered there at 55,000 feet for few hours until pressure

area switiched.and balloon moved in opposite direction to LA 5000 at
hour” 13 May 1953-

5. Wind was from NR at 5,000 feet, 20 knots.

6. A Coast Guard radio operator at Westport, Washington reported receiving
CW transmissions on 500 kes that were very weak and unintelligible. Trans-
nissions were intermittent lasting from 30 seconds to 1% minutes, begimning
just prior to 05002 hours and ending shartly after 0600Z hours. They wers also
hsard by Department of Transport, Port Hardy Radio Range Station, Vancouver
Island. No bearing could be obtained due to weak signal. The FCC monitoring
station at Portland was queried as to receipt and reported negative; however,
they had been monitoring 500 kcs. The Coast Guard radio operator reported
that he thought that there were three different transmitters involved in the
signals he was receiving and that it sounded like they were using a tecnnique
that can be utilized for homing to effect a rendezvous.

7. Major Deckert, Operations Officer of 317th Fighter Interceptor Squadron
was sent out in a B=25 around 2300 houwrs PST. He searched within a 200 mile
radius for suwrface vessels capable of lawnching or carrying small aircraft.
All ships located wers determined to be friendly. Visuval swveillance was

accomplished on several ships after daybreak. On headings of 210° Major Deckert
raceived what is. considered to be sea return on radar. On reciprocal (030) he

received no pickup. On 210° he was flying directly into (against) the 92 feet
high swells. The swells were crested, thus forming a cup sufficient enough
to reflect the radar energzy. On the reciprocal course the aircraft was flying
with the swells, the crests breaking away from him. This would appear to
explain that there would not be enough surface at proper angls to raflect the
radar energy. _

8. Thers were numerous fishing ma in the area which wers painted by

the AI interceptors, the B-25 and by Q [l 412

SECTION IV DISCUSSION

J. A study of the aligmnment of plots provided by station P-57 on these
tracks and the rsport from personnel at the station that the blips looked
normal and did not resembls wave blips, leads one to conclude that these
weres alrborne objects. This conclusion can be further substantiated when
considering that the sea swell was ruming in a direction that would result
in a very shallow contact angls between the beamed energy and the face of the
swells in the vicinity of the umknowns. Therefore, littls or no radar erergy
would be reflected back to the receiving system of the ground station. This
conclusion is lwrther substantiated by the results obtained from AI radar
when on certain headings dwring this time pericd.

NOTE: THIS COCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, % U. S C -
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2. Tha fact that station P=hli was unable to pick up these tracks whem
thay were within the surveillance capability of their station refutes the
" conclusion, to some extent, that thess wers airborne objects. P-hli had com=

plated thelr weekly maintenance that moraing and the set was painting friendly
air traffic and numerous fishing boats and some ocean vessels. -

3. At 0L40OZ a radio sonds obser an_raport {rom Tatoosh Isla.ﬁd (leah
Bay) re orted a six degree temparaturs mcraion petween 1500 and 1700 faet

1SL. § ractar accounts for P-Ll race: w ng returns on ships well
out to §'6'a. —It was determined dur researcn calidratiom-tests Conducted

af P57 by pversonnel from USAF, Research-Development Command and University of
- Texas, that unusual phenomena can and will occur during inversions which can

have varied resulits on radar cnergy. The energy may be reflected, nmull arsas
may develop and blips may appear on scopes when actually no airborne object is
present at that location. These specialists were unable to provide proven
criteria, at that time, for practical application by the ACRW system, It is
noted that site P~-Lli was below the level of the existing inversion and that

if the inversion's altitude was 15C0 to 17C0 feet in the vicinity of P-57, that
gsite equipment was above the inversion. Such a condition may have developed a
nvll area for P-Lh at the Bogey's altitude or P=-57 may have been receiving
enargy reflected from a localized unusual atxospheric condition. Note Captain
Tatats coaments (Inclosure #1) about bLarget's actions at 2000 feet.

L. The Westport Coast Guard station is located at LD 5253. The unknown
tracks were within 50 to 100 miles of this station during the time the radio
cperator was receiving transmissions on 500 kes. Coast Guard Headguarters at
Seattle provided the ADCC information regarding these signals because of ADCC
controller's previouvs raquest for reports of visual sightings by Coast Guard
vessels mown %o be in vicinity of Track B-97. Poritland FCC lionitor Station's
inability to read signmals on 500 kes could be attributed to weak signal strength.

SECTION V  CONCLUSION

1. This Headquarters is wmable to further evaluvate these traciks.

2. No firm conclusions can be reached as to identity of subject tracks.

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING CF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50U S. C -
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LISTING OF PLOTS OF HNKNOiN TRACK B=97-G AND THS INTERCEPT PLOTS
OF SIXPINCL WHITE 1 AND 2 AND P2ONTO RED WITH. COCORDINATES
AND TIMeS (2)

KB 5255

KC 4801

KC 4,309
KC 4012

KC 4115
KC 3518
KC 3323
KC 2229
KC 2033
KC 1438
KC 0849

UNCLASSIFIED

VIOLATOR TRACK
Goo;:eg Crid

Time

OL15%

04194
O426%
C431%
04362
OLLO 4
OLLl44
045C%
04584
05C54
05094

FADED AT 05144

15 iday 1953

FLGHT R THACK

Georef Grid

Tins

_zjpence Jhite ']_.5_

ILC 4805
1LC 1C09
KC 5215
KG 3520
KS 4025
KC 3820
KC 3230
KC 2232
KC 3029
KC 1042
KC 2845
BEC 5058
LD 0901
LD 2903
D 1013
MD 4306
ND 1002
NC 4059

0430%
OL344
04364
0438%
04394
CLL2 4
OLL8Z
OL554
05014
05072
050924
05104
0511%
05134
05184
05212
C5242
05272

FADED AT 053172

(Sixpence lhite 2)

LC 4805
MC 2535
MC 4038
MC 58LC
NC 0650
NC 2056

ND 3303

uC 1022
LC 3825
IC 1825
KC 5626
KC 2531
(S 1540
C 1241
o 0140
KC 0547
° 1035
C 1528
- 1522
KS 2022
KC 0831
KC 0634

KC 4835

1C 1035

LC 5930
4C 1525
NC Cl18
NC 1608

NC 2804

O4307Z
CL372
CL38%Z
OLLLZ
OLL32Z
QLLS 4
OLLG .

FADED AT OL5CZ

(Pronto Red)

OLLOZ
04502
04512
CL552
OL372Z
05014
05072
C3154
05284
2352
05374
05394
05412
U432
05454
C5482Z
05504
05512
05532
05544
06002
06034
06072
06114
06132

FADaLD AT 06142
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