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The information contained in this report pertzins to a visual observation
of an unidentified flyling object.
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- On 3 April 1953, ab 0235I, in the vicinity of UDM coordinates YC 3000, |
Jts Colonsl Joan L. Dillen, a 126 pilot flying night armed rasconnalssance |
on & heading of 355 degrees, with an indicabed airapesd of 200 mph, and at |
an altitude of 5,000 feet, 500 feat on top of a solid overcast, observed a | |
bluish green object about 200 feet fion his aircralt, on a lavel, parallel
£light with the aireraft. The heading of the object was the samne as that of )

the aircraibs The ubject twxrned {raa bluish grean 1o white, then tored and - - MO0 8
buarned ocut leaving a trail of spariks as it twrned red. Ho trail vas observad -
until it twwned rede The objact s in sight for at least two secondss long

g e

enough to train sights on ite The aircraft could have fired on it, had ib .
lcwwn wnat it wvase The speed of The object was excessiva, estimated to ba |
travaling Supersonic sSpeeds; not a3 fastv as a tracer. The object appeared |
to be aboub the size of the tail pipe of an F-3l.
= CUAD@NTS S THER PREPARIIG OFFICZR: Lt. Colonel Dillon has comploted 22
i conbat missions, and is considsred
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1. On 3 April 1953, at 02341, in the vicinity of UTM ccordinates Yi~3885,
1/13* Myrls S"I“"Pen'y, pilot, 2/Lt Frederick J. Vermillion, navigator, and A/2C William
R. Caruthsrs, engineer, all crew members of a D-26 flying Night Armed Reconnaissanca,
cn a haading of 010 degrees, with an indicated airspeed of 200, and at an altitude of
7,500 fest, 1,500 feet above an 5-10/10 overcast observed an unidentified {lying

Object ®

2. 1/L% Perry observed a white light decending from very high altitude to
approximately level with his aircraft. The object was travellng at a very high spead
on a heading of spproximately 100 degrsesa. Lt Parry would not attempt to estinmate
the distance of the objact from the alrcraft. The object appeared to be white with
no noticeable changs in colore.e he object gradually increasad in sizs until it
disappzared. He estimated that it was observed {or spproximately five (5) seconds.

3. 2/1t Vermillion's statements were the same as the zbove with the exception
thatithe color of the object was greenish at fir st observation, and then turned red

and disapneared. He observod the object for approximately ten (10) seccnds.

L. A/2C Caruthers stated tha same as above although he observed the object to
be green at first, then turned red and then white and went out., He stated theszs
‘changas of color were siimltaneous. He estimated his observation to be approximately
three (3) seconds. He observed thz object from a 35 to L0 desree angle above the
aircraft, and falling at a very rapid speed. He staled it resambled a metaor and
its estﬁ&'&ted its size to be approximately five (5) feat in“diimeter. =

EJTS BY T’{E HIJ’ARING OFFICER: This crew was very cooperative in reporting thi s
object. The crew members have completed the
£ollow1ng number of combat missioans: 1/Lt Perry, LS missions; 2/Lt Vermillion, 2
missions;,; - md A/2C Caruthers, 12 missions. The informaticn given by this crew is
cz:ms:!.cleredf 10 be reliable.

s/Kermit W. Fish

t/HERMIT W, FISH
Captain, USAV
Intellizence Officer

COMMINT of the approving officer:

It 13 the opinion of this Directorate that this was probably the sighting of an
unusually large meteor. At the time of this sighting ths moon was entering the third
gnarter, which might have prevented the trailing sparks commen to large netsors from
being readily observed. The reported changs in folor could have been cdue to: 1) thal
composition of the meteor; 2) the refraction caused by diffesrent height angles of

observation through the atmosphers, and; 3) the effect of the coler of the cockplt
end navigation equipment lizhts on the viewer S eyes.

This Directorate has no previous report of a similar observation on file. Thars
was no evidence to indicate that the cbject was controlied in any manner, or that it
was anything but an unusually largs meteor. (Restricted)
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COMMENT of the Approving Officer:

- Information at this Directorate indicates that thia was a possible observation
of a small meteor. The changing color and sparks are probably the result of tha
meteor burning out in the earth's atmosphere. Because of the difficulty of es-
timating distance at night, the 200 feet may have basen much more. It is doubted
that this wblect was a projectle fired fron an alccraft or ground weapon, or anothar

aircraft. |
RAC

il
J.7 M.
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