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. The objects were obsmedifor approx 30 seconds and did not- appear to move during

| A:Lr Fi eld as the wind was coming from that direct.ion at the time of the sighting.

 ATIC COMMENT:
- use of radar reflectors carried aloft by balloons is entirely possible, but the
. reasons for such action canno® be determined.at this time. Such equipment may

g check u:lnd.s or other met eorologi cal conditions aloftn o
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fonr F-86's were on a conntor a:lr m.tssion over North Korea. The call
sign o this flight was JOHN RED.

At 15001 the flight sighted what appeared © be an estimated 20 to 25 triangular

- shaped objects over UTM coordinates XE2250, These objects were at an altitude of

approx 30,000'. Distance from friendlies to theae objects was approx S miles.
Weather at the time was CAVU.

The objects were described as triangular shaped. In the opinion of friendlies
they appeared to be large kites, although no. cables or lines were observed at-
tached to them. Approx 5 to 10 of the objects had what appeared to be circular

discs or balloons attached to the bottom portion and trailing dark colored streamers
from the circumference.

the observation. F-86's at the time were flying at a speed of .93 Mach. It was
the opinion of the pilots that these objects could have been released from Antung

Flight activity of Chinese Cmunists have been noted hefore. The

be sent aloft by the enemy to accurately check radar antenna lobe patterns or to
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Cn 23 April 1953 four F-86s were on a counter air mission over lNorth Korsea.
call sign of this flight was JOHN RED,

The 3

At 15001 RED flight sighted what appeared to be an estimated 20 to 25 triangular
shaped objects over UTM coordinates Xi 2250, These objects were at an altitude of
approximately 30,000 feet, At this time friesndlies were abt an altitude of 39,000 feet
over UTH coordinates XBE 3042 on a magnetic heading of 270 degrees. Distance from

friendlies to thuse objects was approximately five miles. . Wieather at the time was CAVU
(see inclosed overlay). - |

These objects were described as triangular shaped., In the opinion of frieandlies
thay appeared to be large kites although no cables or lines were observed attached to |
them. Approximately five to ten of the objects had what appeared to bs circular disks |
or ballons attached to the bottom portion and trailing dar< colored streamers from the | . -

circumforence., Because of the distance friendlies were unable to determine depth of B
the objects (see inclosed sketch).

The objects were observed for approximately 30 seconds without the aid of binocue-
lars, These objects did not appear to move during the observation., Iriendlisa at the
time of the sighting were flying at a speed of .93 lkach, The appearence of enemy air-
craft in the area prevented further observation, |

It was the opinion of the pilots that these objects could have been resleased frem
“Antungz Air Field (XE 1030) as the wind was coming from that direction at the time of
the sighting. '

COMMENTS OF PRIPARING OFF ICER:S i .

lo The flight making this observation consisted of kajor R,L., Bruce, 2d Lt,
J.Re Kidd, 1lst Lt., F.G, Dupree, and lst Lt, Dozier. These pilots are all considered as}
reliable observers by intelligence personnel of the Ath Fighter Interceptor Wing.

. 2, On 19 April 1953 another F-86 pilot observed similar objects at 30,000 feet
) over the mouth of the Yalu River. He reported the objects to be large kites. On the

14th, 19th, and 2lst of April Army Liaison pilots observed unidentified flying objects
in the CT 2030 grid square. These objects were reported at 50 to 10,000 fest, By the
descriptions given, the objects were evaluated as large kites.,
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D/T ¥RA® CO'MENT:

Radar plote wvers reportedly recorded for eight-plus, slow=movinz targets
Winds alof$ were

L
in the area of XE 0550 fx several mimtes starting at 1455-1,

reported as approximately 40 knots at 310 degzrees,

2, Withoud a definite reference point in snace, the actual objects could
vary widely from the eise which was eported, I'rom the dascription, the objechs

could bde bHalloons with kite-shaped objects atteoched.

Je The use of radar reflectore carried rlof$ by a network of balloons is
entirely possidble, but the ressons for such action e¢mannot be ascertained, Such
equipment may bes cent aloft by the enemy to accurately check radar anjenna lohe

The

patterns, or to check winds or other meteorolozical conditions aloft,
"Spoofing" value of sending up such false targets for UN radar would be marzinal,
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Colonel, USAF
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Deputy for Intelli.rence, FEAY
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, ) McMillin Observatory
, " 22 June 1953

1st Lt. Robert Olsson .
ATIC - Wright=Patterson AFB

Dear Lte. Olsson;

Here are the comments on the recent batch of materiale A few cases are
certainly of considerable interest. Over all, in this batch, Venus counts for only
one: 28 January, Stuttgart. Fireballs most probably account for l; cases; balloons
for four and airecraft for three.

Coming to the interesting cases: the Korean 20 April should certainly
be followed upe This comes cery close to being a security-Intelligence matter. I'd

| certainly like to get more information on this. How about sending a few Form A's to
‘ Korea. Actually, this should have been investigated on the spot by Intelligence
' officers.

o 0 Pepperr#ll AFB 2 May: This has some similarities to the old Gorman
case. Much fuller report needed and Form A filled out on this.

San Antonia 7 May: This has many similarities to the Lubbock Lights
- and Form A should certainly be sent if this has not already been done.

Finally, a Form A for the 29 April Syracuse shtimMsc sighting
- would help. |

The Miami 20 May green light sighting might have been jets but with
the green light sighting, jets should have been traveling north instead of south in
opder for observier to see green navigation light. 2 second time interval also seems
too faste I hope that you can eventually send me more information on theses 20 April
Korea; 2 May Pepperell; 7 May San Antonio.

_ . I an enclosing my version of a report on our recent trip wvithvhich I
hope you will concurre.
- ~ And keep 'em cominge It's easier to handle a few at a time and frequently - ..
than a larger h at longer intervalse . |
Tl a send her regards. ' '




