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i l. wATE - TIME GROUP 2. LOCATION
. 20 Feb 53 Greenland
J, SOURCE 10. CONCLUMOW: mlrm Pmom
military Commenta:
UpOn the interrogatin of the GCA operators, several discrepan-
4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS cles were found. It is believed that the radar target was
one caused by neteorological cond‘ tions or weather effects on

3. LENGTH OF CBSEAVATION 1. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

Frominent blip emerged from normal clutter area of scope
A “ miles SW from the station. Tracked for s 3iztance of 3
TYPE OF OBSERVATION miles before it faded from the scope at a dlstance of 7

mileg, Romalined at comatant altitudeunder 6.000 feet.
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i nformation in Part II was ax*ract rom LNTRRP NO, /7/':3 dated 15 larch
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5s Un the upper air observations it was noted that a temperature invereion exe-
igted atl an 4 Litude cf 3500 feet amd pcssidble alsc at the 7000 feet level., The £9le
lowing 'mrer air temperaturss indicate the intensity of the inversions

1, GUround m#eratum f - -37 degrees C (Centigraase)
be . . &8 1ooonet - 33 domea‘ C

e AL 3#"-1;«*& .y e -3 degrees C

s At 000 feet o iwsn i e - =] degrees G

. AL 5000 feet S i -1,0 degreas C

. Above 5000 faet - sonstant -0 deyrees C

Y. woLa preliminary and the final evaluation of Lo 31zntilngs after all intarr .-
cations had <en made indicate signting % be a pnenomnena type.,

12, ~“he Uroup Imtelli enca Officer was advised of the ai:hting 15 ainutes after
1L® occurrenca, all GCA personrel were contacted ard ACIMH were coatacted. Intarr: T
lons wers made thal day of /gt Smith, (CA Team Chief, and 5/S¢t Lucas, the ity
Jperator, Laptalin Nelscn, the ¥ATS C-12l pilot as well as his navizatcr, fdeather € -t
sonnel ware consulted-in detall. Lde Individual interrogation of the GCA personns!
L was noed that some discrepancios were made in the interpretation of the PPI scive.
“irst, the time of the sighting was given by one man as about three minutes, At the
same time, he stated ite snced as slightly faster than that of the C~125, (Zstimated
25 180 ¥ ta or more), The distance the object was tracked was three miles, This
-act 15 positive as the score is marked for accurate distance measurements. Aowever,
& 1ts speed was ag rapid ay indicated, the longest time it could be tracked would b
-1 the vicinity of one minute or lass, On the other nand, if it was tracked for three
Hmiies 1ts speed conld not have been much over 60 Knots, Other diserspanciss of the
A imtarrozation were the scoves altitude limitation, One man indicated it as 5000
‘2et, the other 6000 feet, The distance between the C—-12l: blip and the unidentified
olipwas 2nproximetely ten miles, There was a 60 degree ancle difference in their
wtiﬂ teadi.‘-'lgs. — . A . AT 2 .t e R

e e

That ACIW did not pick _
f2et that ii{ did not exist, approached the base from any directian
ocve 3QC. feet it would have been detected, It certainly would have been picked wp
utbound a3 it passed beyond the 6000 foot limitation level of CA.

!

S §J

12, 2 weather analysis lends a factor which czn prodably account for the cne-

omenpa, "en an aireraft jasses through an inversion la7er 13 are ~eculiiar tor far
wrshet™ a-ntic ireas, tae =ireraft strilcins She =wmer cooled moisthure creatas ice |
~ystals concensations (or vanor trails). It shonld be noted Lhat e C=12l} azonrrached
vam A ywrer Cane [oric and nagsed var “he base o GLlNg dowm, At thes ;
11 iar ¥ -_.:;_e 12 came Over She ¢ 9@, LV WAS p&33lng oy ugh the inversion :
21 3 280, 1The crratalization thus created wanld Axrifs in a W (trus bearne |

3 9 y » o - ~ 3 ~ - 5 e

| 3 :
v 2 AS o 1 ™ » BRI - Lo L - -3 s 7D o - 3
A5 1 dnenomena couild accourt @ lnalcation Ne: 4 ‘ ]

WL23 LoL :A%0er au nillis 2a
cases . .aer south, Swuch itens
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le At 05502, 26 February 1953, an unidentified radar sighting on the CA ‘
Planned Position Indicator (PPI) Scope was recorted to this office and the Groud |

_*.‘-mm.— _‘H’-**'—--.*‘-‘ R e o e E e - | el - -.H_"__

Intellizence Officer, As scon as the obsarving personnel could be contacted, the
interrogations were made., JThe informaticn obtained l1s related below,

2, During the above time, 3/3gt George Smith, Teanm Chief, and S5/Sgt B, T,
“~Lusas, a G Operator, and A/20 Clarison, dechanic were the (CA duby team on thia 1'
installation, At that tims, they were monitoring a MATS U~]24 Lhat was on the downe |
wind Jeg of the traffic pattsrn preparing to land at lhule Air Case, The aircrary ’
nad aportad from a return flight to Jegtover doe to mechanical troubls amd was M-

tarning Yo Thuls,e !

3, 3/3et lLuacas whilas tracidng the C-l12l on s scope at a posliion avoroxie |
mataly five miles NE of .the Dase, noted a prominent blip emerge {rom Lhe normal '
clutter area of the scove (the clutter area i3 withina 3% 1/2 wmile madius of the LA
installation) outbound on & grid heading of 270 degrees, fowur miles ¥ (true bearing |
Trom the station,

l
!
1o The unidentified sighting was tracked for a distance of tiree miles befors |
it faded from the scope at a dlistance of seven niles, Its speed was estimated at
appraximately 120 knota or better by the GCA controllers, Altitwie of the unidenti-
7isd could not be determined although in order %o pass in view of the accpa, it w u.d’
havae to be above 700 feet and under 5000 feet, the scopa's overating limitations, *

Ce

Ia the interrogation, it was determined that il the ob‘ect had remained at

a constant altitude under 6000 feet, it would have been in view of the scope for ap-
pradimately Ui miles, the maximum radius of the equipment, The fact that the me
identified passed out of the scope at seven miles indicated that it was in a climbing
attitwis and passed out of the object scope cdue to the scops’s aliltude limitation
only. If the object had passed directly over the base, itas track would not have heen
indicated on the PPI scope dus to normal ground clutter, Its track if it approached

Tromm the NE was not”indicated ‘on the PPI scope, |

5, The MATS C-12); which was on the duowrwind leg of the traffic at the time of
the-sighting had approached the field on a grid heading of 025 degrees while letting
down, The aircraft passed over ithe cemter of the field at an altitude of LOOQ feei
on the above heading and upon reaching the north side of Thule Air Zase turned inte
the downwind leg of the traffic patterm on a grid heading of 330 degrees, Tha C=12l
had been on the dywiwind leg for approximately six miles when the sighting was picked
up on the scope, The intansity of the blip of the C~12l and the cbject was approxis
aately the mames (the C-12l due to its larpgs size gives a large and very prominent
~adar ™=rlection), The 3veed of the umide iad as revorted by A cersommel was

3lizhtly 7aster than that of the C-124, TU=124 Lraffic nattern speed avoraximatzly |

70 cot3,, The crew of the

G112y were advised of “he ftrackdng of the unddentifi

i
]

l

0recs tut dld not see anything, ACHY did not paint the unidentilisd sightinz ~or
1.3 lev olck up any nocound or outoound mknowns on Lhelir 3cnpes at any Lime during |
TR T

Ml T®an e iR YT T, - - L7 L ary “ - 53 ea 3 e s T
.. Toar CALTAreq; - niy s B4 & C AA 833 2HNSAL TR =99 L3 STEes farennlan:
aw Colats ‘A) degrees J,.; Surlace imxd: Mrom 2east at 10 Xnots, Jocver »vel winads

raTa 4 s llowss
is 9500 fesl - from NE at 15 Knots,

0, 7000 feet -~ from N at 30 Knots.
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ad Cthers ¢¢ jic ﬁ:n._mmsml indications cn radar sgopes in rather stranve patterns,

-

.""1

Uio mﬂ,li;r&nab}wr conditiona coupled wilh the facts that ACHW¥ had nc indi-
cation ;€ the eighilng, diserepancies noted in the interrogations ¢f XCA nersonnel,
vhe tact mxt the C-]?.[;. orew did nst notice any-imdication of the pnenamna, .zaaves
this office topbeliave that the sighting was a.ttr"n.:t.eq «..o a reflesction of a metecn

1o zeal '3'19;19“.3 on the PPT scone of the (CA ard 6 R S r
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