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Sighting of Unidentified Light

\REA REPORTED ON | FROM (Ayency)

Alagka _ _10ta Air Division (Defapnge)

i Ma jor, USAF
~__Robert M, Gallant, 2nd Lt, USA® = |

T.FERENCES (Coniroi number, directive, previons report, e, 2 2 npwicadls

_ Msg DTG _]:7/1.359.-1.9:9__5.,3_1__.!{58.39106_7Q*_“ : oo M A T AL P e R, SO

SUMMARY: (Enter concise suwmmary of report, Give signincance in inal one-sendence paragraph.  List incloawrey af lower left.  Begm lert o reporton AF Jovrm [ 2--Part 1.

l. Uetuween the approaximate hours of 09452 and 1005Z, 17 Fabruary 1953, an

unldentifisd flying object was observad in th2 general area of Willow, Alaska
SGEOREF"i-QB 5545)s The object, which avpearsi to be a red Lizat, was sighted
from a C~,7 aircraft (AF 1042) by two rated pilots, ;

2. 4investigation has revealad no aircraft or weather balloens Ynown to ke in
the area at that time, and identification has not been possibla,
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Following is an account derived from an interview wita HMajor Joesvh {, Lemen,

AQ 813 531:

At avrroximately 23 fa ]
. : » i . r . 1"""». ' . ;_ v v
J n-"SDn 5 ......L."‘G!‘, L{.‘) ’_:.L..jv l.,. alxil car I")"‘ g uaﬁtflia.a. oW ﬂ":' e Oe L-f Qe g AW S1D ._),"‘, ri,
28 instmc’mr-o..lot, wvas oast of Fire laland and Scm...l.. of Anchorage over the moutd
o2 Mirpagain Arm, (CECREP Pnsition BLJB 5510) flying on an approximate heading of

ﬁcrtheaat At that time an object, described as a round red 1izal aomoxj:“ately

\"n\uh

0 (AST) 16 Feb 1953 a C-47, AF 1042, piloted by M
? s
-

the size of a wing navi:za .ion light of an aireraft aprroximately flive hi.).‘:- distant,

was observed at a ten o'clock position from the C=47., The C<47 was Tlying at 2000
Paet and the lizht was estim=tad to be at 1000 fost, The 1ighlbl was telow Lhe
norizon at this point, The object was estimated t,o be west of '1"f~ {aland and pro-
*aeding on the s3ame course as the C-47 at the crulsing spead of a (=21, gslinmate

0 be 300 mneta, When it was realized that Lhe red ;i.;h':., snich is normally on the

- -

lef't wing of an aircraft, was apparently on the ri:ht wing, Tantain Cramer contacted
oy radio, the Elmendorf %Lower and the nearest radar station in an eflort o ldentlly

the object as a jet airecrart, Both the tower and the radar statlion reportad no

jats ailrborne and the radar station was unable to pick up a fl7ing oo ject in tae ares,

L

The object continued on a straight course for the Willow arsa, 3lowly vli“bir:
Lo approxinately 2000 feet ‘=4 increasing to twice 1ts original s: za snd intensizty.

"n reaching the above point tha object seemed to stop and nang suspended in mid—ai. .
naintaining 4hat suspende | ;.mrition for appv-oximtely five minutes., It was abeove the

nhorizon at that point.

The C-47 approached P1menderf and entered the traffic nattern at 1500 feeat on
e upwind leg for runway 750, continued on arcund the trafflc pattarn onto the

o

final aporoach then broke tr«ffie and climbed out again in order to more closely
soserve the object, After 12, U~L7 had taken up a peading orf 3307 magnetic the
object was directly ahead of it, At this time the liznt arveared %o continue on a

northerly course and, gr=dusally diminishing in size and Lntensi...y, disavpreared.
The C-47 eircled the area north of Elmendorf fTor several minutes but no f.nr‘t.her

sightings were made, After the object had disapveared a C-124 arriving at Elmendor?

from Ladd AFB was observed by the C-47 pilots at approximstely the same poini at
which the object dlsappeared.

The duration of the sighting was approximately 15 minutes under CA7J weather
cnditlions. Aurora Borealis illuminated the sky behind the object, The only

lescription of the object was that it was a round, red light, re~=mbling

*unning lizhts of an aireraft.
oy the observers,

-~
=

e
vwae
However, the share was not ~laarly ascertainshle
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-. Following 1s an account Zerived from an interview with Captaln Bugene S, Uramer,
A0 816 247:

OCn 15 P20 1953, at aporoxinately 2345 hours (AST), a C=47, AF 1042, piloted by
;ajor Joespa H, Lenou, AOQ 313 531, and carrying as instructor-mlot Captain nugene S.
urmr, AQ 316 247, was procoed...n? on an aporoach heading of 010 degrees m-:..ur:.c
¢t oward Elrendors Alr Porce Sass., At this time, when in a position a")“‘r’:)‘(!"‘ri Laly
ren (10) milas east of Fire Island over Turnagain Arm (CBCREF Position BLY 510)
ind appreoacaing at a speed of 120 mots, Captain Cramer otserved a 1igsnt 1*~ n ten
5'slock position to the C-47. A% this time the lizal apveared Lo be statllonary and
was alternsting in color from red to blue-graen, 3eiiaving it to he a celestial
sody or an aireraft at some distance, Captain Uramer 4id nov mention nis cosermilon
 +» Major Lemon until they had proceeded aprroximately ten miles Turtler on The’r
- socurse., At this time the lizht began to move in a soutawesterly direcilon, and
' Captain Crumer estimated ils apeed and altitude as being apuroximat aly 350 tnots rer
aour at 1200 ©20% and 1its orisinal pogition as bein~ in the vicinity belween 512
“ake and Willow. Inasmuch aa the light now apreared as a 2onatanb red color and
' wvas about the size of a rmning lizht of an aircraft when sesn from tais estimatad
liatance, Captain Cramer %then believed 1t to te a jet alrersflt, However, as Llsy
continued on sourse, the objact reversed its {light 1a the vicinity of GEURIY
' Position BLCB 3070 and returned at apevroximately the same aceed and altituds to 1%
. origipal position. This meneuver was accomplished al l2ast once and possioly twice,

- Jue to the face that the 1iins remalined red when traveling northesst in aproroximately

- the same direction as the V.. rather than aprearing gresn a3 would %iae rIzht rmmning

- 1ight of an alrcraft, Captais Uramer contacted the Elmendorf tower aa %o whether any
lats were airborne in the vicinity or whether the tower had also sighted the obiect,

e tower answered in tke negative to btoth questions. After reoquesting jet intar-

ception of the object aid being advised that no aircraft wers availaols {or the

- missien, Cantain Cramer and “sjor Lemon received permission %o fly a ceourse toward

. Lthe object, wnich then apyeared to be over Wasilla, Takinz up a headin? £ 345

. iegrees magretic and a speed ~f 150 knots, they broke out of the traffi catiern and

| flaw: toward ths object. As tney continued over XKnik Arm on this course, the light

i-eu.‘l.md stationary and began to inerease in either size or brillianece until it

l

pr—

.

- - . v

S L.

o

 3eemed to be aboutl three times i{ts original proportion and apreared to be the reddi
orange color of molton iron., As the C-47 reached the aprroximate GE(REF Phsition
GLAB 1530, at about 0005 hours, 17 Peb 1953, the object began to move again, this

G

!

!t.im on a heading of between 20 and 290 degreses maghetic at an estimated altitude of
|

2500 feet, and at an umknown speed. It gradually assumed a bright red color and
began. to diminish in size until it dlsappeared about 45 seconds later,

; Lftar cireling for several minutes and msking nd more observations of the
objcct tae C-47 retarned to Elmeﬁorf Alr Force Base and land:d.

from %he “inme the light was {irst observed untll 1% “esan %c inerease in aize or
rillance the ligzht appeared %> have the aaEf—oval shape cnaracteristiz of obat=uetion

.1Zats8, a3 1% grew in size or brilliance it assumed a comnlata oval =hare., lJin zovmd

18 heard no~ were any smoke or vapor trails obhserwed,

-

Tae duration of the sisating was accr:x_m,ue*7 PiP948an (15
onditions. 1At no time 4id “he sosergor lonsze si
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It is believed that the sources of this information are vary reliable, Eoth
officers apveared to re staple and intalligent; and botn “Houl4 be well qualified,
rom & numper of years flying experisnce, to accuratzly observe and record their
observationa. Neither had any preconcelved oplnlons concs rnlng unidentifisd flying
objects, 2nd seemed to be complately objiective in relatinzg their observatious.

- —— e W W s e e
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All possibilities as to the source of this li:sht have been examined with no
identification peing made. Apparent descrepencies tetwesn Lhe statements of the two
officers may be attributed to the fact that the light was initially observad by Maior
lemon approximately five minutes after being first siznted by Cavtain Cramer, and
that the officers were engaged Iin bringing their aireraft into Llmendor? for a f
landing at the time, 5
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