PROJECT 10073 RECORD
2. LOCATION

BARTER ISLAND, ALASKA

J. SOURCE 10, CONCLUSION
2 AF Pilots BALOON

4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS

ONE

3. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

MEM TEN MINS Round brilliant obj appeared to be a falling leaf.

5. TYPE OF OBSERVATION Obj bovered a few seccnds and began to climb with zig
Zzag maneuvers disappearing at a high altitude.
GROUND VISUAL

7. COURSE

EAST
8. PHOTOS

O Yes
B No

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE
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C-1 PRIORITY

FM CG ALAC ELMENDORF AFB ALASKA | 8 10
TO CS USAF WASH DC , |
CG ATIC WPAFB OHIO UNCIL
CG ADC ENT AFB COLO ~

INSC COM ALASKAN SEA FRONTIER KODIAK ALASKA
NEAC PLPPERRELL AFE NFLD
FEAFY TOKYO JAPAN

5091-T COMPOSITE WG LADD AFB ALSXA

US ARMY FT RICHARISON ALASKA
CINCAL ALASKA

ATTN ATIAA=2C , AAQID=-42237 FLY OB RPT. FOL REPT REC FR CO
AACS DET BARTER ISLAND, UNBDENTIFIED OBJ AT THIS STA 2814527
FIRST SIGHTED AT APPRX 3009 FEET DESCENDING FR THE WEST
FALLING LEAF PATTERN, DESCENDED TO APRX 2922 FEET OVER THIS STA
AND HOVERD, HAD BRILLIANT ORANGE WHITE LIGHTS WHICH WAS FLASHED
<. SEVERAL TIMES, ATTN WAS ORIGINALLY DIRD TO THIS ORJ BY
“".SOUND SIMILAR TO A HELICOPTER, THE NOISE WAS NOT LOUD AND WAS

NOT AUDIBLE ABOVE AN ESTD 5082 FEET, THE OBJ CLIMED BACKUP DOING
SAME PATTERN AS DESCENDING AND IN ONE HALF MILE

OF FWD MTN CLIMBED TO APRX 15820 FEET. THE FWDND CLIMEIN
SPEED INCREASED AS IT CLIMBED TO THE EAST AT ©81458Z THE Q2J. ... o
WAS CUT OF SIGHT , SIZE WAS ESTD AT APRX C-47 ACFT UNCLASSIFIED ;
DIMENSIONS, THE WEA AT TIME WAS 5000 SCATTERED WITH A SURF ‘
_# VISIBILITY OF 7 MILES. THIS OBJ WAS VIEWED BY TWO RATED PILOTSM.

. MWRITTEN REPORT FOLLOWSOWSASRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALSn

#
.

: DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
W v | DOD DIR 5200.10
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‘ Jetween 1/502 and 1500Z, 8 FTelmmiary 1953, twn ratei nilots roonrt nbsepving ar

i unidentified "lyina' nhject at Sarter Island, Alaskza (70 79! N - 1437 32' U). The

| ‘Jojﬂct a round white 1li-h%, was seen Hv Ane Ahesrver “nr ten (17) minit&s and »y :
. annther abzerver far two (7)) atnutes, This si N AT may nave hoeen :‘f- . 114t on q ,
| PIZAL upper 2ir snundin-, which was repartedly releasad at 08 17147, o |
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The fnllowinz report i3 nased on personal interrnration of the source (Captain
Sabert T. Sarnes) and has been reviewed by snurce {or acsuracy and c-mrleleness.

On the merning of 8 February 1953, Captain Barnmes was thawinz and heating a C-.7 l
AP9215 at the Barter Island air strip, Parter Island, Alaskza, 3Zarnes was warkxine in |
the rizht wheel well when he hzard a noise whicnh snnmed tn be nut ~{ symcaronlization
with the Harmon Nelson heaters runninz nearby. FEe ducked nut of the wheel well and
Jalked nver ts the heaters lacated in {r-ont »f the left main g9ar, He imediately
realized that the new noise was not caused oy the heatera, "t was emanatinz {rom a
larze, round, brisht object, which was descendin: over the builiin~s area anoroximatel;
3/L mile away. The time was 14502 (0450 lacal) ‘..,, Captain Barnes! watch, which he
states wo1ld bhe accuralte to within plus or mimis three m_zutes.
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"

When Tirat seen, “arnes estimated the nbject o be acnraximately 5000 feet, I%
va3s descendinz in a sort »f fulling leal rattern except that there was no upward swi

at the w‘d 2f each sida tn aslde movement as in a trmie falling leaf descent, Captaln
“arnes estinated distance covered oy the 3ide %o side movements at about 200 feet,

B R . E

Wwithin approximately 45 secnonds, the object had reached an estimated 2000 faet
iirectly aver the building area where it hovered {or aporoximately 45 seconds, At
this point, the object blinked out twice for intervals estimated at 1/50th of a
second., The object was deacribed as round in shape and brilliant white in color,
Small ray-like appendages arpcared on elther lower side (see sketeh) which Captain
RBarnes could not accurately dasseribe as light beams or solid material. They were
definite in shape, as he nntel in the sketch. He c~uld make oul tLhese apvendazes

only while the nobject was bhalow 470C feet,

The cnleor of the light was similar tn that »of white hot metal except that it
did not anpear to 1lliuminate the area and left absnlutely no afterzlow when it
blinked out. FHe described it as a cold but brilliant light.

Cartain Barnes estimated the size as amaller than a C-47 or approximately 30
to 40 feet in diameter. Carntain Parnes feels that his estimates for the size ard
altitudes of the object are valid due to the sound and the fact that the object later
p&sﬂd directly overhead. |

——

The object seemed to be affected by the wind =s it hovered at 2000 feet, and }
Captain Barnes stated it acted at all times lice some sort of controlled craf After|

apparently drifting while hovering at gero speed, the object mnved about 50 feet i
azalnst the wind to near its origzinal position. |

The sound emanating Irom the object was described as not loud tut a deep, heavw
3rund such 23 large concrelie-mounted electric generators would make while cperating,

AfTar 2overing for acrroximately 45 seconds, the object besan to c¢linbd nsut usinz
' '* g - . - - P = '
e 3ame DT TATh as it did fnr the descent. Thz2 climbeut was not at a high rate of
*"Ped and “ne vartical movament was greater than the lateral m~vemen®, As it ascendad
1 moved away Lo the East, “he objact seemed to tack in arder €4 maintain the Ragter-
nurse, .Jiring the ascont, Lae ndiect hHlinked resuliarly at about one minute in- ‘
- ‘r"‘ e _— - "t - P - - - -ﬁ--t-h-*'
>rvals, ‘nen blinking, the 1lizht would siay off absut 1 or 2 seconds. :

Juring 1tz climboul, lst Lieutenant lewis ¥, Triffin was drivinz a weasel from
tne bullding area down to the a2ircraft. When he arrived, Captain Sarnes pointed out
the object for Lieutenant Griffin, At this time, the ﬂbgect wvas directly nverhead

at an estimated 10,000 to 15,000 feet, and the time was 0458 local by Lieutenart

riffin's wateh. (m'”‘"! T, imﬂ'nmnn*!' wd PPYLn atatne Fi1a ssatdall -l <+ x............. T B AR
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e mimites fast), Captain Barnes 4id not note the time of disanmerance. The two
obeervnrs continued tn watch the lizht for approximately twn more minutes, as it
:raveled Fasterly blinidnz as 1t went and disappeared Iin the distance. As it ascend-
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.

1, the abject seemed tn picik up speed; the 1litht dimmed sormewhat and took on an
1? ‘e t-—-a; -
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Captain :arnes i1s an =94 jet nilot with 9 years servics and 1170 hours of flv- ;
-nZ time. He has been stationed in Alas<a since Auzist 1950, Cagtain “arnes has E
ead and heard accnunts of {lying saucers 2na a3 4 neraal nter23t in zuch events :
>t has never seen anything similar to Lhe nhject rednried aarein, i
1
:

ieutenant Griffin was interviewed rrzaminz “he shgervaticrn and vorilisd his

.

oortdsan 2 P

1irectly overhead when Captain Rarnes rointed it nut and watched it {ar aboul two
ainutes,. 1 %o estimate the =ize, altiftide and sreed
) the nbject, since he had no ilea ~f what the nhjrct was. e 4id state that it

anpeared lar er than a lar»e astar, 7The weather acenrdin: to Lieutenant Zriflin was

the sizhting as described by Captaln 32arnes, :riifin saw the ohject
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qe felt it Imposaibhlae {ar himge
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Ideutenant Triffin i3 a pllot with annroximately 1100 hours {lyinz time, He

has a total of 10 years service, 5 years »{ which have been on active duty. He has
been staticned in Alaska since lecember 1951,

amh)

'ne {olloving weather sequences were renorted {rom Saordter Island at the tlires

9 Knots temmratm, 29° dew print -37°

08/1530Z 5000' scattered, visin*llty 7 miles, very 1lizht snow, windi SW
8 Knots, terﬂerature -32” dew point =42°

Pollowing are winds aloft from the 0£/1500Z soundingz:

5000 170° 8 Knots :
10000! 230° 37 Knots
170007 220 L0 Txnots

The fallowing infarmating regardinz the 0281520Z weather halloen relsase was

Via &

:
i
i
i
i indicated: ; .
i 08/1.30Z 5000' scattered, visibil%tv 7 miles, very ilight snow, wind Sa |
sapplied D7 the Barter Izland Weather Detachment: :
|
i
!
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e, ae complele code of data of winds alaft foar this nhservatinn is as fallows:
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BTI 15 02308 13301 20903 31217 41308
517% 62212 72320 82321 92330 99991
22237 4223 62231 82240 99952
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| COMMENTS of Preparing Ofi'icers: l
| Althou:n the time of si~hting and time of P IFAL reslease dnes not correlate nxm...t«'»

ly, many ather factors such as rate of movemen®,, co irse nf travel and ascensicn rate
seem to aT2e with the PI=AL soundins. Persoannel of *ha 7th Alr wWweather (rcup stale
that the exact time of relesase as rsported ov the Barter .lea.rd Weather Detachment
may possitly be the time that the sounding was completed Instead of the time tnat
e soundinz started.

In rezards to the sound renrorted, Captain Barnes agzrees to the nossibility thatl
due to his initial surprise at seainz a strange light, he may have jumped to conclu-
sions in asscclating the sound with the l1lizht,

-y

s W il W B W e = EECEE QT U U g SR T ——

Captain Barnes feels sure that the object was descending when he first noticed
it. However, the possibility exists that zn illusion of descent may have besan

created by the 1lizht variable surface winds and the resultant chanses in direction
of travel of the ballon.

The falling-leaf pattern and blinking of the lizht esuld have b=en caused by
the oscillation nomally associated with PIRAL releases.

N onstdering all factors, it 1s the opinion of the preparing officer that the

ob&.ct gizshted was probahly the light from the 081500Z PIRAL soundinz, The obser-
vers and the preparing officer will witness a PIRAL release from Merrill Meld in
orbr‘ to determine if any s:hrilnrity exists.

2 TE-4s felt that the importance of this report lies in the fact that a qualified
SRS observer may have mistaken the light on a PIBAL for en wunconventionsl flying -
Ohjm-
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Barter Island, Alaska & February 1953

ar

I. Description of Incident

Two pilots from this station made a ground-visual observation of an uniden-
tified aerial object coming In over their base in a falling Isaf pattern from the
west, Times of the observation was OL450 local. It hovered, consisted of brilliant
orange white lights seen for a period of eight minutes after which tha object
¢limbad sastward and disappeared. Throughout it gave off a noise similar to a
helicoptar's and was estimated by the viewers to be the approximate size of a

C-447 aircraft.

I1. Discussion of Incident } -
’ ‘ !

IThis report 18 on the brief side and gives no information on air traffic at
the time of sighting. 1t is possible, howsaver, that the above-average sources may
have observed a helicopter and became confused. Any evaluation will have to be
based on additional information on-helicopter traffic which ATIC has requesstod.

II1I. Conclusion

Insufficient data,
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