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TENTATIVE
OBSERVERS QUESTIONNAIRE

SECTION A

l. Vhen did you see the object: | A

1.1 Date: _ﬁ_ __%__

1.2 Time of Day: 2 0 30 sprox.
lE;O mno

1.3 Time Zone: (Circle One):

AM, or P.M. (Circle One)

a, Eastern de Pacific
Central | e, Other
¢ Mountain

Qe
b.

(Circle One):

Daylight Saving
Standard -

1.k Circle one of the following to indicate how certain you are of
your answer to the above question 1l.2:

Certain
Fairly certain

Ce
d.

Not very sure
Just a guess

2. Vhere were you when you saw the object:

)ém Drive lnn Thester Cpelovsas La. S @nd,.
= Postal Address Cf% or Town Counbry-

Té i S h
Additional Remarks:

3. Vhere were you located when you saw the object: \}
(Circle One): a. Inside a building d. In an airplane (
(b? In a car e. At sea \
_ ¢. Outdoors f. Other \11
3.1 WVere you: - ' \}
(Circle One): a. In the business section of a city? \,(J
b. In the recidential section of a city? _
? In open countryside?
» Flying near an airfield? N3

e. Flying over a city?
f. Flying over open country?
ge Other




5« Vhen did you report to some official that you had seen the object?

V7214 S p. gk 8
& En& T Year

SECTION B

6. What were you doing at the time you saw the object? V5 -, /v«

(.

It X2 A2 X/ . )./ fo V7 A2 )P 1)

-~

-

6.1 What had you been doing for the 30 minutes before you saw the object?
Try to list the activity or activities and the approximate amount

of time spent on each.,

Y1 LT P 1272

7. WVere you moving at any time while you saw the object? (Circle One):s

Srm—
©)

IF you answered YES, then complete the following questions:
7.1 WVhat direction were you moving?

Yeg o

(Circle One): a. HNorth e. South
b. MNortheast f. Southuest
c. EKast ge Vest
d. Southeast he Northwest

7.2 How fast were you moving? miles per hour,

7.3 Did you stop at any time while you were looking at the object?

(Circle One): Yes or No

8. VWhat direction were you looking when you first saw the object?

(Circle One): a. North ' e. South
b. WVortheast f. Southuyest
East (gy West

Ce
d. Southeast Northwest

S ot e atse g MR L
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8.1 Vhat direction were you looking when the object disappeared?
(Circle One): a. North e« South
b. Northeast f. Southwest
¢. East e Vest
d. Southeast Northwest

8.2 Circle one of the following to indicate how certain you are of

—m"m\pr to the above question and preceding question (8 and

Certain ces Not very sure
Fairly certain de Just a guess

9. Vere you wearing eye glasses when you saw the object? (Circle One):

Yes or (i

10. How was the object seen?

Through window glass e. Through theodolite
Through windshield f. Through sunglasses
Through binoculars 8¢ Through open space
Through telescope e Other

(Circle One): ;.

Coe
a.

1l. What do you remember about the weather conditions at the time you saw the

object?
11.1 CLOUDS (Circle One) - 11,3 WEATHER (Circle One)
@ Clear aky Qe Dry
« Hagy | be Fog, iMist, or light rain
c. Scattered clouds c. Moderate or heavy rain
d. Thick or heavy clouds d. Snow

e, Don't remember e Don't remember

11,2 VWIND (Circle One) 11.4 TEMPERATURE (Circle One)

a. o wind

(®) Slight breeze
c. Strong wind
de Don't remember

SECTION C

12, Estimate how long you saw the object?

~ Hours
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12.1 Circle one of the following to indicate how certain you are of your
ansver Question 12:

e Certain Ce
Fairly sure d.

Not very sure
Just a guess

13, Did the object look: (Circle One) (Solid> or Transparent
Did the object at any time:

(Circle One for each question)
@%@ Don't know

1.1
1L,

Change direction?

2 Change speed? Wo, Don't know
1.3 Change size? W Don't know
1.4 Change colox? Yes t\@ on oW
145 Break up into parts or Yes (llo> Don't know

explode?
14.6 Give off smoke?
1he7 Change brightness?
14.8 Flicker, throb, or
pulsate?
1.9 Remain motionless? Yes

(@ Don't know
No) 2 ow

PonTt Inow

Don't know
15, Did the object give off a light? (Circle One): (Yfes No  Don't know
| - v |
15.1 JIF you answered YES, what was the color of the light? /fg’ 757 67/‘?19//7(3

Tell in a few words the following tit:lngs about the object?
16.1 Sound 7y D . {"7‘ 2

PSS Iy Sdaul) J 7/;'-#_5;

17. IF there was MORE THAN ONE object, then how many were there?

Draw a picture of how they were arranged and put an arrow to show the
direction they were traveling.

18. Did the object at any time:

18,1 DMove behind something? (Circle One) Yes @9 Don't know

IF you answered YES, then tell what it moved behind,

SO APt ic i & B B e
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18,2 Move in front of something? (Circle One) Yes (l©® Don't know

IF you answered YES, then tell what it moved in front of.

18.3 Blend with the background? (Circle One) (IQQ No Don't know
Vhich of the following objects is about the same actual size as the object

19.

you saw? (Circle One):
(a) Pea f. Automobile
b. Baseball ' g« Snmall airplane
¢. Basketball he Large airplane
d. Dicycle wheel i, Dirigible
e. Office desk’ Je Other

19.1 Circle one of the following to indicate how certain you are of your
ansver to Question 19.

Certain
Fairly certain

Not very sure
Uncertain

Ce
de

20. Try to tell the following things about the object:
20,1 How high above the earth was it? ¢506”O feet.,
20.2 How far was it from you? : eet or 74 milese
20,3 How fast was it going? 33,-12- 40 ‘n miles per hour,
20.4 Circle one of the following to indicate how certain you are of your
ansver to the above questions:
a. Certain (c» Wot very sure
b. Fairly certain de Just a guess

2ls How did the object disappear from view?

(Circle One): fa.) Suddenly ¢c. Other
bs Gradualy ~ de Don't rcmember
SECTION D

22. In the following sketch, imagine your eye at the point shown. Place an "AY
on the curved line to show how high the object was above the horizon '

(skyline) when you first saw it. Place a "B" to show vhere it was when
you last saw it.

Overhead

Horizon
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\

23 In the following sketch place an "A" at the position the object was when
you first saw it, and a "B" at its position when you last saw it.

"\

O‘t\erhead

Horizon - -

2h. Draw a picture that will show the motion that the object made. Place an
A" at the beginning of its path and a "B" at the end of its path.

y

N .
25 Draw a picture that will show the shape of the object. Label and include

in your sketch any details of the object that you saw and place an arrow
beside the draving to show the direction the object was moving.

Red Iiqhts Red beam

1 e -’
:-- -.__-.- o wr— “.'—--q.., S b L > =
> ' -

-
*..-—".-‘r . ——_
o P " -
|M - - I . T i“
. g B = - .
" - - - —

- = w - ’ - L '*-“

Could noi dis#1agursh
- bBF o obfect
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SECTIOH E

26, Vias this the first time that you have seen an object like this?

(Circle One): or No

26.1 1IF you answered NO, then when, where, and under what conditions did
you see other ones?

27 In your opinion what do you think the object was and what might have caused
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Age <. 3

Sex da/ -
29. VWas anyone else with you at the time you saw the object?

(Circle One): Yes’ or Mo

29,1 IF you answered YES, did they see the object too?
(Circle One): Yes or (o

29.2 Please list their names and addresses:
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30, Please add here any further ¢ '
omments which you beli
Use additional sheets of the same size paper, if z::e:::r;r:p —
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367994
VDC224K

JESKH 58
/ 4
PP JEPHQ JEDWP JEDEN JEDMH 444

r -
OE JESKH 59

P 1021552 ZNJ /
FM €O ADIV 8§96 LAKE IHARLES AFB_LA

TO JEPHQ/DIR OF INTEL HQ USAF WASHDC |

JEDWP/ATIC WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OHIO o

JEDEN/CG ENT AFB COLORADO SPRINGS COLT

JEDMH/CG SAC OFFUTT AFB NEBR : <

o/ . 4DI VYETRM FOR ATIAA-2C FLYOB RPT PD ICW AFL 208-5

DTD 29 APR 52 CMA UNIDENTIFIED FLY OBJ REPTD SIGHTED BY AMN LISTED

BELOW PD DESCRIPTION AS REQ BY PAR COCA TF CITED LTR FOL PD SHAPE OF OBJ

CLN OVAL SHAPED OBJ THAT APPEARED TO HAVE LILHTS IN THE FRONT WITH A

BEAM LIGHT PD LIGHTS WERE RED WITH A LONG BEAM PROTRUDING BEFORE THE

OBJ PD SIZE CLN NONE APPARENT DUE TO TERRIFIC SPEED AND DIS PD COLOR CLN

NONE APPARENT DUE TO EARKNESS PD FORMATION IF MORE THAN ONE CLN ONLY

ONE OBJ SIGHTED PD AERODYNAMIC FEATURES CLN NONE APPARENT PD TRAIL OR

EXHAUST CLN RED GLOW WITH YELLOW TINT CLOSE TO OBJ PD PRPLN SYS CLN g, l
|
\

\

NONE APPARENT PD SOUND CLN NONE APPARENT SPEED CLN VERY SAST SEMICL




PAGE TWO JESKH 55

APRX_ 400 MPH PD MANEUPERS CLN STRAIGHT PATH PD MANNER OF DISSAPPEARANCE
CLN STRAIGHT PATH TILL OUT OF SIGHT PD TIME OF SIGHTING CLN 2245 1 i
SEP 52 PD LGTH OF TIME OBSR CL APRX 1§ SEC PD MANNER OF OBSR CLN

VISUAL PD OBSR FROM AUTO WINDOW PD LOC OF OBSR DURING SIGHTING CLN
DRIVEIN THEATER ON HWY 98 THREE MILES W OF OPELOUSAS LA PD COORDINATES
CLN wsr:[ DEGREES 35 N 92 DEGREES 18 W PD OBJ TVL OVER OBSR ON STRALGHT
PATH CMA NW FROM SE CHA 15,080 FT ALT CHA APRX 10 MILES AWAY PD IDENT=-
IFYING INFO OF OBSR CLN A/IC R E BUDD JR AF255832757 HQ 826TH ABG

LAKE CHARLES AFB LA PD EST OF RELIABILITY AND EXPERIENCE CLN D=4 PD

WEA AND WINDS ALOFT COND AT TIME AND PLACE OF SIGHTING CLN CLOUDS

AT LOW ALT IMA 15 MPH WIND PD ANY ACTY OR COND CMA WHICH METEOROLOGICAL
OR OTHERWISE CMA WHICH MIGHT ACCT FOR SIGHTING CLN NONE APPARENT PD
EXISTENCE OF ANY PHYSICAL EVIDENCE SUCH AS FRAGMENTS CHA PHOTOS AND THE
LIKE CMA OF THE SIGHTING CMA NONE PD INTCP OR IDENTIFICATION ACTION
TAKEN CL° O E I OF ANY AIR TRAFFIC IN GEN AREA AT TIME OF

SIGHTING CLN NONE PD WRITTEN REPT IAW AFL 202-5 BEING SURM THITE PD
12/22232 SEPT JESKH |
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DISTRICT INTELLIGENCE OFFICE
HEADQUARTERS

TENTH NAVAL DISTRICT
SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO

HESTRICTED ‘
SECURITY INFORMATI ON

From: District Intelligencs Officer, TENTH Naval District
Tos Olrector of Naval Intelligence

Subj: Sighting of Unknown Object

Einels (1) Copy of statement of CIENENEGEGEGGEEIVE ACC(AP)
r2<arding unknown object

fat™ (2) Copy of astatement om ACC(AP)
"/ Liw sing of weather

le In view of «iiespread interest in reported sightings

of "flying saucers” enclosures (1) and (2) ares forwarded
herewith for information.,
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- STATAENT OF WILLTAZ NCRAIS STRAUGHMN , 262 63 59, ACCA(T)(AP), USN,
CONCERNING SIGHTING CF AN UNKNOWN (CBJECT ON THE NIGHT OF 24 SEPTERBER 1952

After completing night-heckle runs in TBM#L1S at approximately 1945Q,
1 comenced a slow clisb over the base to complete two hours nizht flying,
Navy O6lLh zave an estimate over the Base at 2019Q, which I relayed to the
tower. 1 was on the lookout for his approach when_] was an oranzs light
acpe « 1 was at L000' climbing and the light appearsd to
va at approximately 10-15000', As it aporoached the Guantanamo City area
from the sast, it started a left turn., Realizing it was not Navy 0614 or
ths tailoipe of a Jat, I started to intercept it. A% the first -art of the
chase, the closest I got to the lizht was approxinately 8-10 mijes., it this
Lime it appeared to be as large as an SNB and had a greenish tail that looxad
to 08 5 to 6 times as long as the light's diametar. This tall was scen several
times in the next ten minutes in periods of {from 5 to 20 s2conds zach, A3 I
reached 1O000' it appeared to be at 15000!' still in a -ort turn, I" Look
aporoxinataly L0 of lank to keep the nosse of my relatively slow Lrne nlare
on Lae lizht, At this tlne ]I esti~ated the 1izht to be in a 10 to 15 aile
Orbl?fo

At twalve thousand feet I stooped cliabing, but the lizht was =:till
climping at a faster rate than I was, I then reversed my turn from rort to

starbvoard and the lizht aopeared Lo reverse also. As I was not zsining distance,

I held a course south trying to estimate a prependicular beneath the lizh%

as it appeared to be meving north over GCuantanamo City. As I turhed north,
the lizht appeared to awe west over Leeward and then dus soutn of the base,
I tried the same thing o the east and as I turned back to intercept it, the
1light appesared to clish rapidly, at approximately a 50° angle from aporoxie-
mately 25000' to approxiamately 35000', and then start a rapid decent, The lizht
was then at its greatest distanes of atout 20 miles away.

Prior to this, and while the light was still at aoproximateiy 15000¢,
I deliberately placed it Letween the moom and ayself three times to iry and
identify a solid dody, IWRNBON, G.W., AZ3, and MORRIS, B, A., ALAN, were in
the plane with me and eteerved all maneuvers of the light and had a good
view of the light sing the moon, however, neither of us saw a solid bedy,
onsidering the light nas possibly from an aerologists wind balloon, we did
' a shoadow of the balloon againet the moon. I the decent, the light

to slow down ab lnl'd.lltdy 10000* at which time I made three runs
- Two of them were 50" eollisieon ecourse runs and the light appear-

i
W

the 2 o'clock postion and slowing at the 9 o'eloeck position. 2

One run was 90 ¢lose that the dright light blanked out all view of the
1iznta on ¥eCalla Tield. At this time the 1izht started arother ™anid rate
2f dacent and seemd t0 cross over Caimanera ‘n a lafh turn and n9ad straiznt
toward the base, then turn left azain and pass over tha dredzs locatad nordn
saat of MeCalla, It then laveled out over £ a:ngrovas, noversd svar the
gatar for agoroxirataly 3 saconds in a cove 223% of 'Iospltal Jav, and Lhan

i . e 1 b . v . N - . |l & o 4 Ty “ : . .
wmxt. In the last descent, I was in a dive anad as the _1mt
3 oy
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faded out I was at approximately 1500' and continued on down to 100¢

 orbiting over the spot where the light dissppeared. XNo distur azces

could be seen by TURMBON, MURRIS or myself, with the moonlight on the

water. The light disapoesared at approximately 2010Q and a police bdoat
was dispatched at 2015Q to search the area, In the meantiame, a harbor
patrol toat had gone through the area being orbited by the plane and

upon t2ing questioned later, had seen nothing unusual, At 2115 the
ssarch was discontinued.

0t these facts stated, some could possibly be expliined as an ontical
1llusion., (Ahers seem too strange for an explanatlon,

- /a/ WILLIAM N, STRAUCHN
W. N, STRAUCHN, ACC(AP), USW
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STATSMENT CF MWCM OF A

WEATHER BALLOON TO SIGHTING OF UNKNOWN CBJECT ON THR NICHT OF
2, SEPTRMBER 1952

On the night of 25 Septamber 1952, I took off at 1943Q in an ¥P7F=2D
L0 observe the aerologists wind balloon to comparse it with the lizht as -
seen on the 24th of September. The balloon was released prior to my take-
off but I intercepted it at 2000' and made various type runs on it from
all angles and at diffsrent speeds. Many of the illusions seen on the preve-
ious night could be duplicated by maneuvering the plane appropriately. I
tracked the balloon through 12000' and made runs on it from as far away as
ten alles. I could always intercept and pass it at any nredetermined posi-
tion as against the fact that I could not zet close to the other light,
which at the tiae appeared to be moving away from me at sach attemoted ap=-
proach, This could be axplained by the fact that the lizht was above me and
w33 actually out cliabing the TSY, or as it was several thousand fa2et atove
wnen I {iwet sighted it, my rate of climb was not grseat enouzh to nmake up
the cdiffaerence in altltude, Tha rate of ascent of the lizht on the nisht of
Lne ZLth was the most welrd and also the hardast to axplain., 'hen the 11t
of the 24th was at an astimated 25000', it was seen by my t=wo passengzers and
nysalf at the same fnstant to start a clizb at an anzle of spproxinately 607
and at 2 terrifis rate of ascent., AL this tine the lizht which had been a
iarge bright glow was now a very small red noint which would have tlanded
wvith the stars, if it had net appeared to be moving, It then started a
rapid deseent in a iine from the Yateras River to a point betmusen Caimanera
and Cuantaname City. [ was over the dase by this time, and headed north=east
to intercept the light in its descent. The light appeared to level cut rapid-
ly snd I missed it the Mirst run and started a tight port turn. As I headed
for a point that would give me a 50° collision course with the light it app-
sared to accelerite and crossed ay bow at an incredible speed. ]I immediately
want into a tighter tumm and the next intercept was the same except that I
was almost en the light as it flashed froa starboard to port. At this close
range but the Light could be seen and it was a dbrillant white, approx-
izately 15 dismesesr., After each run, the light appeared to go out 1/4 to
1/2 mile and slowing in speed, continue a port tum. As I pulled out of the
third run the light to start mother rapid descent straight for
ime stesp dive to follow and the light appeared

th

| | e control tower. My altitude was 6=
descending at 4 speed of better that 200 knots. The light was delow
ne godng speed. As it approached the north shore
- of the bay, 8% ' descending, the lizht scemdd to veer port,

pass over the amy dredge, steady ocut on an:easterly heading, level out over,
the sangroves, slow down rapidly over the cove on the north-east side of north
Toro Cay, hover over the water acmentarily and them fade from sight, I was
than at appreximately 1500' - 2000* and 1/2 mile behind. The last 3/4k turn
27 =he lizht appeared. to sover 1 distance »>f our milss over “he zround,




Considering the lizht was from the three penlights on a balloon,.
the following is my expianation of the erratic descent of the nkght &
the 24th, I have talked with various members of the aerology devartaent
concerning the possibiliity of a balloon descending fairly rapidly and
then slowing 12 its descent. Balloons have been inown to develope lsaks l
at nigh altitude and descend %0 an intermediate altitude whers the loss
cf 223 and heavier ataospaare would cause it to hover. Also, about six
months ago, I witnessed a wind balloon teing released from this base and devsiope
davaloped a leak at aporoximately five-hundred feet. This caused tha dal-
loon 40 start splaning and cover a norizontal distance of azout one aila
and tasn drop into the water,

AL the time we saw the light appear to climb rapldly from Lthe 23tinated
22000 W 35000, 1 was over leeward Point. This clinmp could be attriduted
Y0 a vartical alr surrent, or, to nassing thwough a layer of variadle densiiy air,
or Loths AL this tiame the balloon could have develop=d a large hole and des-
cended very repidly o “he point where I made the first attempted iaterceot
at acproximately 11000', The time of descmnt from the hizhest altitude to
110C0" was approximately 1 1/2 ainutes, while I was completing a 90° turn
over Leeward Peint sud prodeeding 2 Y2 to 3 miles north-east. It doesn't
seen very likely that a dalloon would perform so erractiscally; but consider-
ing it did slow 1tse assoent due to atmospheriec pressure and loss of zas, ‘ wh
causing the balloon to shrink and close the hole, the other illusions A
coculd ce the remults of tights turns at high speed with resultant vorti;o to
ayself and passengers,

The lash fast deseent te due to the fact that I may have cut the

. he third run causing the lizht to fall free. My
4n a position nerth-east of the light which
ot
plmn
of

tho light arcing over Caimanera and the
n;nu crossing from starboard to port
® being in a vertical tum and the 1light
ing horisontally. At the time of inter-

The Mm can un.yho attributed to a clear night and a bright
moon. The seesnd night of observations on 8 mown light did not produce a
~2il, as the dewpoint was high and the night hasy, causing the lizhted bal-

L.on of the 2%h to be smaller and of an orangs glow instead >f a brizht

" 1.3,

q—---—-'-" -

“ongidering all the facts and tha observation oI 3 nown 1lizat of tha

niidns of The 2%th, 1t 13 my ooinion that the liznt on tha aighe of tha
o240 w2 a talloon, with its aceompanyinz Llzha%, »:ich nNad Been ri.2a3a3a3q [rom
7al Adpy 3Station, Tuantanam@ 2av, LA,
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/3/ WILLIAM ¥. STRAUGHAN
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FINAL GALLEY PROOF G

Galley 22--THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS

The pilot concluded: “Considering all the facts and an observa-
tion of known light on the night of the tweaty-fitth, it is my opinion
that the hicht on the night of the twentv-fourth was a balloon, with
its acoruapanying light, which had been released from the Naval
Air Stivon, 1)
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The Guantinamo “Dogfight”

An American Navy pilot, practicing night flying over the Guan-
tinamo City base in Caba, on the night of September 24, 1952,
engaZed in a “dogSzht” with a balloon that exhibited all the char-
acteristics associated ‘vith this type of fHying saucer. It seemed to
take evasive action, delberately elude the pilot, make head-on
passes, and respond to ¢very move of the plane with a countermove.

The pilot was at 4ouo feet and slowly climbing when he
spotted an orange light approaching the city from the east at 10,000
to 15.000 feet. Realizing that the object was not a Navy plane, he
tried to intercept it, but the light had started a left turn and he
could get no closer than eight to ten miles. The object appeared to
be as large as a Nuvy bomber and had a greenish tail five or six
times the diameter of the light, visible only intermittently. When
he reached 10,000 feet, the light was still circling left and climbing
in a ten- to fitteen-mile orbit, To keep the nose of the relatively slow
TBM on the licht required about 40 degrees of bank. At 12,000
feet the light was still climbing faster than the plane; the pilot then
stopped climbing and reversed from a left to a right turn. The light
seemed also to everse direction.

All attempts at interception seemed to be met by purposetul
evasive action, il the ohject seemed to be guided by intelligence.
When the pilot tollowed the light to the north, it shitted to west,
then south, at about 25000 feet. Suddenly it began to climb at an
angle of approsioately Go degrees and at a terrific rate. Although
it had been a ' hricht glow, it now appeared as a very small
red point which « 11 have blended with the stars had it not been
~oving. It ther: o *vd a rapid descent. B( *his time the pilot was
" er the base and headed northeast to ir .cept the light as it
descended. He (:scribed the ensuing “dogfight”:

“The light ay»«sr=d to level out rapidly, and I missed it on the
frst run and st ~! s tight port turn. As I ;eaded for a point that
- uld give me cygree collision course \  che light, it uppeared
to accelerate av.  sied my bow at an incredible speed. I im-
mediately went inio a tighter turn and the next intercept was the
same except that | was almost on the light, as it flashed from star-
board to port. At this close range nothing but the light could be
seen, and it was a brilliant white, approximately fifteen feet in
diameter. After :uch run, the light appeared to go out one-quarter
to one-half mile, and slowing in speed, continuing in a port tumn.
As I pulied out of the third run the light appeared to start another
rapid descent towards Caimanera. This time I went into a steep
dive to follow, when the light appeared to shallow its dive and
head towards the control tower. My altitude was Boon to Sooo

¥ a . _" . |
‘eer. descending at u 'CDPP(_! ) Detter than 200 Knots. Lhe nLgit

Ty
1

. Joing at more than twice myv speed. As 1
approached the north shore of the Bay, at approximately 2000 feet
descending, the light seemed to veer to port, pass over the arnny

was below me ane

dredue, steady ot on an easterly heading, level out over the man:

:

- . s - ,' g , . n— g ® > N K. . - o .
Sroves, slow down rapidly over the cove . . . hover over the wate:
iy th PR N -

. -
' gD
1. '-11 \ " - ' ! ‘." ' '.‘

* ’.‘.L- '\; _l i L . ]

Ahen the gilot vas mbormed that he had been Gohting a lighted
vweather batloon, reieased that night from the Naval Air Station at
Cuantaname Bay, ne may very naturally have felt incredulous.
instead of arguing, however, he helped carrv out an experiment.

On the tollowing night the station released another lizhted balloon.
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After comparing the experience with that of the night before,he
concluded that he had indeed fought a balloon.
“Many of the illusions seen on the previous night could be dupli-

cated by maneuvering the plane appropriately. 1 tracked the
balloon to 12,000 feet and made runs on it from as far away as

ten miles. I could always intercept and pass it at any predeter-
mined position, as agaiost the fact that I could not get close to the
other light, which at the time appeared to be moving away at
each attempt at approach.”
There were other differences, too. The rate of ascent was faster
on the first night, and the second balloon did not exhibit a tail.
Discussion with members of the Aerology Department brought out
the explanation of these differences. The first night had been clear,
with a bright moon that transformed the accompanying light into
a flickering tail. On the second night the dew point was higher
and the atmosphere was hazy so that no tail was visible, the bal-
loon looked smaller, and showed an orange glow instead of a bright
white,
The rapid climb of the first ballcon could be attributed to a
vertical air current, or to an air laver of variable density, or both.
A balloon often develops leaks at high altitudes and then descends
to an intenecdiate altitude where the loss of gas and the denser
p attnosphere cause it to hover. One wind balloon, released eacher

wm the same base had developed a leak, ! ed spinning, covered
a horizonutal distance of about a mile, and then dr()pptfd into the
water. Simil:oly, the fiest balloon probably developed a large hole
and fell verv rapidly tor a while until the loss of gas and the in-
/vease in atmospheric pressure caused it ¢ shrink and c'ose thn
voole, slowing its descent. \

Some of his inwessions, he decided, were the result of making
tight turns at high speed: “The last fast descent could be due to
the fact that [ may have ent the balloon with my prop on the third
run, causing the light to fall tree. My last three-guarter turn was
diving to port in a position northeast of the light, which could have
produced ihe iilusion of the light arcing across Caimanera and the
Bay and settling into the water. The light’s crossing from starboard
to port conld have been the result of my plane being in a vertical
turn and the light descending straight down instead of going
horizontallv. At the time of intercept I thought my wings to be
almost level, the light traveling in a flat circle, but due to the

afore-mentioned vertigo, a pilot cannot rely on his senses to estah-
lish attitude.”
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