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DRAWING OF OBJECT AS DESCRIBED BY CONTROL TCWER PERSONNEL, HANEDA AFB, JAPAN,
2330/ to 0030/I, 5/6 Aug 52.
1. Center Light - econstant brilliance across entire area (not due to a
point-source of light).
2, Dark Area - Not determined whether due to a dark body, or due to
shadow or blinding effect from the brilliant 1light.
- = B b » e &
3. Lights on Pariphary - Light at lower lefi, small and faisly orizght,
Other lights dimmer and possibly smaller,

L., Weather =- Visibility, excellent., Full moon, with 36° elevation,
189. azimath,

5. Location of Object = Approximately 50° besaring from Haneda AFB,
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™e first time I noticed the intense dbright light over the Bay, was while

 erossing the ramp on our way %o the tower. At first we thought it was an alr-
craft with landing lights on, but as we kept watching we noticed it wasn't mov-
ing. When we were about half way across the ramp 1t disappeared for the first

time and returned to approximatsly the same spot about 15 seconds later,

After we got in the tower I started looking at it with binoculars, which
made the object much clearer. Around the bright white light in the middle,
there was a darker object which stood out against the sky, having littles white
lights along the outer edge, and a glare around the whole thing.

I watched it disappear twice through the glasses. It seemed to travel to
the East and gaining altitude at a very fast speed, much faster than any jet.
Every time it disappeared it returned azain, except for the last time when the
jets were around. It seemed to imow they were there.

As for an estimate on the size of the object—-—-I1 couldn't even guess,

I know it wasn't a star, weather balloons or Venus, because I compared it
with all three.

When we first saw it, we estimated 1t to be at about 5,000 feet. Ve
couldn't estimate the distance because of the angle ws were looking at 1t
and the brightness. It was to the NNE of the fleld.

T watched it from 11:30 to 12:30, it was very clear in the east until
then. The bright light disappeared again at about 12:30 and we lost sight
of it due to the broken clouds that moved in at that time. We kapt looking
for it whenever the clouds broke, but we never saw it again, 2

/s/ Lloyd West

/t/ LLOYD WEST
A/3C, USAF
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1. At 2330/1f 5 August 1952, A/3C Lloyd West and A/1C Walter Cutowski, 1956-1
AACS Detacliment, @ crossing the ramp on their way to work at the Haneda Air Forcs
3ase control tower, (35°33'l—139h5'3), sighted an exceptionally bright 1izht in the
s o the NE of Haneda Air Force Base. Upon rasporting for duty, they brought the
object to the attention of A/2C Walter Jackson and A/3C George LaGasse, who had not
previously noticed it because the operating load had bsen keeping their attention z‘

elsewhere. A !:

X . a.” The four operators agreed on the appearance of the object and watched
it through 7 x 50 binogulars for a total period of about 50 minutes.to 1 hour, The
1ight was described as circular in shape, with brilliance appearing to bs constant
across the face. The*ITght appeared to be a portion of a large round dark shape which
was about four times the diameter of the light. When the object was close enough for
details to be seen, a smaller, less-brilliant light could be seen at the lower lefte
hand edge, with two or three more dim lights running in a curved lins along the rest
of lower edge of the dark shape. Only the lower portion of the darker shape could bas 38
determined, dus to_ the lighter sky which was believed to have blended with the uopsr :. ;=

-
5

side of the object. No rotation was noticed. No sound was heard, W {
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b. The object faded twice to the East, then returned. Observerg were un- . |. - |
certain whether dj.,appolrmco was due to a dimming of the lights, rotation of object, W
or to the object moving amay at terrific speed, since at times of fading, the object o 1
was difficult to follow closely, except as a small light. Observers did agree that ‘g
when close, the object did appear to move horizontally, varying apparent position and . | |
speed slightly.’ . .. . . . £l oy WG e }
| oy ¢

¢+ - Three o'fffg' operators indicated the size of the light, when closest to | _; ‘
the tower, was” approximately the same as the small ceiling balloons (30 grams, appear- :
ing 2, inches in diameter) when launched from the weather station, located at about |

2000 fest from the tower. This would make the size of the central light about 50 faet
in diameter, when at the 10 miles distance tracked by OCI. At the greatest distance,

I
the size of the light appeared slightly larger than Venus, approximately due East of | i
|
9

Haneda and slightly brighter. A lighted weather balloom was launched at 24,00 hours. | .
The balloon's light was described as axiremely dim and yvellow, when compared to the i
brilliant blue-white light of the object. Observers stated that their eyes would i
fatigue rapidly when they attempted to concentrate their vision on the objsct.

| d. Shiroi GCI was contacted, (55°h9'ﬂ-1h0°02'1_'.). and after visual voctor; AL
were given, were able to track the object. An F-94-was in turn scrambled for an at- |

/
|
tempted intercept. . Ryeilion ) 30 i E—Hil/) |
!

L

e. The control tower at |Tachilkawa Air Force Basoi called Haneda tower at ap- .
oroximately 2350/I to bring their atfantlon to a or ant, white lizht over Tokyo Bay,
Ths tower repllad that it had bsen in view for some time and that it was bzing checked,

f. A C-54 entering Haneda traffic was requested to check the objact., The
pilot replied_' that it lookad like a brilliant star and dismissed the sighting as such,

g. ‘The F-Oi appeared over Haneda just before the C-S4 landed., After the
70l turnad Yorth, the towar callad Shirel to diract tha F=3 to turn rizht, No visual

gontact was made by the -9L, | l

h. The F-Ol; was vectorsd to the radar contact maintained by the Shiroi GCI.
A radar contact was made by the F-9L, but was lost after 90 seconds. Soon after loss
of radar contect by Shirol and the F-9l, the tower lost visual contact as the object
either faded, moved away, or was obstructed by clouds.
A
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| 2. Site ¥y, 528th Alrcraft Control and Warning Group, located at Shirol Air - j
Force Base, was notified of the location of the unidentified object soon after the %
|

PAGES

first visual contact by Haneda tower. The CPS-1 radar is normally operated at maximum
range, and contact was attempted on both high and low beams by Lt. Rawlins, the con-

troller then on duty. Three or four blips were noted at a position 050° bearing from
Haneda, as réported by the tower, but no definite movemsnt could be ascertained, and

no Beight/Range contact could be made with the CPS-4 due to ground clutter. -

a. Lt. Albert reported for duty at 2345/I, and was soon able to make radar 3£
contact on the 50 mile high beam. An F<Gl; was scrambled to investigats. The object |
at this time had: left the ground clutter and could be tracked at varying speeds in a |
right orbit. Although impossible to accurately estimate speed, Lt. Albert gave a |
rough estimate of from 100-150 knots, stopping and hovering occasionally, and a maximum
speed during the second orbit (just before F-9l was vectored in) of possibly 250-300 |
knots. At approximately 0012/I the object reportedly broke into three smaller contactsj
maintaining an interval of about 1/4 mile, with one contact remaining somewhat brighter i |
The F-Oli was vectored on this object, reporting weak contact at 0015/I and loss of con-| = -
tact at OOIB/I. " Within a few seconds, both the F-94 and the object entered the ground |

_ -] clutter and wére not seen again.

o ———— e A = - ——— - — -

b. 'The blips on the CPS-1 were described as small and relatively weak, but ,
sharply defined. The brightness varied somewhat, and at one time appeared -very bright .-_.J_:;:
as the _objoc€ appeared to be in a fairly sharp turn at higher speed than previously .| ~°|
noted. Both recorded orbits were in aoproximately the same position, with the object | |
moving and occasionally hovering in one position for several sweeps (4 RPM). Surveil- ' |
lance of area was made for an extanded period of time and no further contact was mads, .

c. The ADCC Controller at Johnson Alr Force Base was kept informed of the
incident at £t took place., Personnel at Site #; attempted unsuccessfully to make .
visual contacét with the object, which at times was less than ten miles distance from ~ |
Shireoi Alr Pﬁ‘?b' Base, _Radar was functioning normally before and after the incident, |

L]
| el - . o TE— - e -

L 1™ -y

OS> ~war . ' Iy " | ~ / LR - .

a. ‘The F-O4 crew reported exceptional visibility in the air, with a very thin
cloud laysr at 14,000 to 16,000 feet and one or two isolated patches of thin clouds low
er. The C-54 in the pattern at Haneda Air Force Base was very clearly seen. The only
stars seen at 4 low elevation were the North Star and Venus. As the F-SL headed North, ;| !
¢ jithe Control Tower asked CCI to vector the F-Ol, toward the east., Looking off their right

forward quadrant and twning in the direction requasted, the F-9L was still unable to .
see anything unusual. |

3. The 'PSOLB with:lst Lt. Wesley R. Holder as pilot and lst Lt. Aaron Jones as ' '} l
radar oporat.di"," was scrambled at approximately 2355/I. There was a slight delay in be- t |
coming airborne due to fuel gystem trouble during run-up. Aircraft became.airborne at | " |
0003/T and wds directed to make a search from Haneda Air Ferce Base northeast over = | |
Tokyo Bay. NO'vigual contact was made at any time, o '; l

|
3

_ B
jbh .f &~ ol

.
o “*— o — -

b. As the P94 orbited to the right at approximately 330 knots T.A.S., the
;i}CIoradar re-established contact with ‘thea objsct and vectored ths F-9l on 3 course of
3207 GCI called .the object at 1) o'clock to the F=Ol, at |, miles, A% this %ine tha

”»

- 2 $ I > 4 ' . .
75l managad to malke a weak contact ab 107 port, 107 low, 2l a range ol 0,000 yardss

¢. The radar contact at approximately 35°57'ﬁ°159°56‘5, was described as weak '
and small but distinet and definable from the ground clutter encountered. The radar : 1
operator, Lt. Jones, was very busy, maintaining the weak cocntact by manual control. ' As | ’

the object moved across the scope from the port to starboard, it appeared to increase - |-
speed and Lt..  Jones called for a hard right tum. As the aircraft turmmed, the object |

apoar to suddenly accelerate and disappsared rapidly from the scove on a courss of . '

; 57 iy lv&-"ﬁ}:!.}' 5 ,Ht - hy. S 2o 8,00
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approximately 055°. contact vas maintained for approximately 90 seconds. No further
returms were found. In a search pattern, the pilot. checked the area very thoroughly

for &ny visual signs without success.

d. The APG-355 radar 18 checked before and after every mission and appeared
to be working normally. The blip was described as definitely an airborne target and
behaved as a bolu-fido target, except when it appeared to accelerate off the right
edge of the scops. The overcast was extremely thin, and all objects in the area could
be seen clearly. The F-O crew stated that thare was no possibility of any radar con-
tact from any of thb clouls in the area at that time,

' Hmoda nathor at time of sighting was recorded as 2500 scattered, 16000
brokcn, 15 miles visibility, with wind SSE at 11 mph. Weathsr reported by the per-
sonnel involved in the incident was thin scattersd to broken at lh 000-16,000 feet,
generally thin enough to allow almost full brilliance of the moon to shim through. _
One or two thin lcdttorod puffs were reported by the F-O4 crew with none reported by
Haneda tower. The weather moving in from the southwest was lower broken clouds suf-
ficient to obscure the moon as the clouds moved over Tokyo Bay about OO0L5/I to 0100/I,
Visibility was reported.as exceptional with Mount Fuji (60 nautical miles to the west)
clearly discernable. Scattered thunderstorm activity was reported in t.‘le mountains to

the Northwest of the Tokyo area. Tempcrature recorded at Haneda was 78°, Dew Point 73
with altimeter setting of 29.81 mches. . |

l

tive.
l a. "l'omr pqrsonnol cross-chocked all known factors constantly and did not

attempt 'to make any inferences in the aighting. Objecb is believed to have been re-
ported dxactly as t.hoy saw it,

b. Lt. Albort, OCI Controller at the Shiroi site, has had considerable ex-
perience unddr all conditions and thoroughly understands the capabilities of the CPS-1
radar. His statement was that the object was a bone-fids moving target, though some-
what weaker than that normally obtained from a single jet fighter,

Co ‘Lt. Jones, F-94" radar operator, has had about seven years experience \
with airbom‘ radar equipment, He states that the object was a bona-fide target, and

that to his ltnowlodgo, there was nothing within a area of 15-20 miles that could give
a radar ocho.

COMMENTS BY HEPARING OFFICER

. Qw_

l. The ten minute differenco in time betwean the statement by Lt. Albert, 528th

AC & W Sq., and that reported by other personn2l concerned, is balievad to be a typo-
graphical error, since the statement agrees on every other portion of the sighting.,

2. The map grid coordinates listed on 35th Fighter Interceptor iWing Form 112,
IR-1-52, are in error, since the area of contact was as shown in Inclosure #5. Error
may have been” due to a mis-reading by the original debriefing officer.

| 3. This is the first sightinz in the Far Zast which combinad positive visual
and radar contact over an extended period of time. The folloving items may have scme
bearing on this sighting:

a. On the night of the incident, there was a full moon. The F-9L craew re-
ported exceptional visibility and stated that the upper cloud layer did not appreciably
affact the br’illiancy of tho moonlight. Reflections off the water were considered ,as

AL s o b bl o) UG AR i, < STATQN S SRS

5. . 1?10 ;poromng_lj involnd were 11,1 sefious,‘_.intelligont , and complstely coopirn—
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" sufficient to form secondary reflections off the lower clouds. Isolated patches of

thin clouds were reported by the F-Ol crew as being at approximately LOOO faet, with
fairly strong reflections making them visible. These clouds were not reported to be

visible by the control tower personnel. A/3C LaCasse reported that as he returned to

the barracks, he noticed that the odbject sesmed somewhat higher in the sky than pre-
viously, and that he noticdd at the same time that the moon seemed proport.ionatoly

higher in elevation.

B.” There was some thunderstorm activity in the mountains to the horthwéat

of Tokyo. Although lower broken clouds later moved over Tokyo Bay, there was no re-
ported electrical activity or vertical development in these clouds. Visibility was

approximately tho same as earlier,

¢. .The only objects reported in the area at the time of si ghting weres the
C-5L4 landing at Haneda and the weather balloon launched by the Haneda weather station

at 2,00/I. Both were continually in sight of control tower personnsl. Venus was
located 16w on the horizon and was definitely identified by the Tower, the GCI Site,

and the F-S4 cm

thorough search by the, P~0L without visual contact indicates possible moonlight re-

flections, since the object was visible to the tower personnel 'at"both Haneda and lt"' T

azimuth of the moon at this time was

Tachikawa, located 30 miles to the west.

189°, with an elevation of approximately 3
concoinbly be bright to observers to the aout.h or west, while the romd.ndor of thc -

cloud could b'.l.oek t.ho roflootion from above and to tho north.

e. P—-9h crew evidantly made an utmly thorough search over the area,
and appeared to be perplexed that they had besen umable to make visual contact, since
everything within 20 to 25 miles was easily visible., Flying at 5,000 feet, thoy conld
spot the 180&15.( Jlower cloud patches, Failure tc sight the objsct. could only be duo
to the light ‘Weing on the lower surface of the object, or reflected in a narrow beu

toward the sditth md west. il A = o

!‘F’ /

f. ‘The ltrlngo appearance could dbe attributed to a localized blinding offoot

causing the £llusion of a darker form, particularly with th2 lowsr scattered lights t.o
give an illus:ton of an outline., , Py

d. locordlniélto the radar tracking, the object should have passed vdry close- b
to Site #4 at Shiroi. A constant search of the area by personnel at the site, and tho

L
m A secondary reflection off a cloud coulc

[ ] H

2. "l‘l'though many sizhtings might be attributed to visual and electrical re- |

flections off ionized areas in the atmosphere, the nesar-perfact visibility on the night . -

of the sightﬁ'rg, together with the circular orbit of the object would tend to disprove
this thﬂoryo I

- 7 \
- %;::LF.LEO \«F:‘\HP}L vVal
Captain, USAT
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" fiying object in the Tokyo ares, 2330/I, 5 August 1952. The ocbject was first
W ﬂ.udl.y by cont.rol. tower ponomol at Haneda Air Force Base, tracked
m RS g
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1, Stamont by A/ ¢ Lloﬁ West | ¥ ' 9 ¢t by 1lst Lt, Holder 3

2, Sketch of Object | gtV and 13t Lt, Jones * 4

3. Statemerit by 1lst Lt, Henry E. Albert %
. ), Statament by lst Lt, Melvin E, Rawling' : !

o Sketch of track of Ubject | ;

» 7, & 8, Calibration charts of Site  #ly, Radar... s R, pove o
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5 August 1952, Haneda AFB, Japan .

Report of radar targets does not allow a plausable explanation of
the nature of the targets. Absence of weather data, i.e. temperature
vs height and moisture vs height does not allow an anomalous propaga=

- tion estimate. m.mrm-wmmtwmmu
be perzanent echos at various . _

Capt R. L, James
15 September 1552
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82 #3 .
5 August 1952
Duciﬁu cf Inc&

Mobmmmmwmmmmmmaw‘m

m'mnatarsmsa.cm(mm). mmmuthirnytoth. 1 |
| the object was called to tae ;

Haneda A¥3, Japen

station., The radar was directed onto the target by visual observations from the towver.

30 1% can safaly be assumed that both visual and waday contacts involved the same cbject.

~
r
|
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lxcaring on
- . me ii::tc arca. by

“+ the visual UFoO

into the target. It got
< ., the objeet. At 6,000 yards, the jc
. the tower and ground

same ume
irhting. the object as scen O

' of the sigh
[ . wup into three picces which flew formation
tne the incident, & weather ba

| tervals,” Durn
~at the base, ANc the witnesses IC orted that its light was ™
- dinnner tsan that-of the UFO, Onc of the puzaing as
the incident was that neither the jet pilot nor the radar crew
. .. was able to get @ visual sighting on the object, although cach
" was closer o it than the air hase tower. & | R
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D/I FRAP Comment:

This hdunt. inclnding information received from control tower
. &% Eaneda Al'l. Jn-o vas pnvlmly reported on JEAT IR $35-52,
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I scrambled cne (1) P=94 alert aireraft to attempt to
entified aircraft or aerial objest, reported to this

viswl & t by laneda tower operators. As
- Inte %‘ﬁ%‘hu&“&.fm A wire recerding

‘made, but due to canditions of commumnications and recorder, this
‘unrendable. ly centaste were all made with Lt Albers, duty controller

he P9h was mmable te slese an the unidentifisd aircralt o cbjeot, after
radar contast from its reported location; after a patrel search the F-5jh

.-

-

1s% It Melvin B. Rawline is statiomed at Shired

and 1s not immediately svaile -

Py«
) ‘_‘ »

) LA LAeE . 0. - - Aote LAY De ALLDEE"Go VN "_1_...__,. I. /
' officer reperted for werk at Site #h, at 2345, 5 Aug 52. Cen-
informed me of an unusual sighting reported to him by Haneda
lighted object hovering north-
it was decided that an V=945

- At the time of scramble, I had what was bslisved to be the object in radar con—-.
tagct. The radar sighting indicated the object to be due south of this station over
Tokye Bay and approximately eight (8) miles northeast of Hameda., ‘'fhe target was in
a right orbit moving at varying speeds. It was impossible to estimate speed dus to
the short distance and tines invelwved.
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conrol ‘tower opoutor at Haneds,:
u'u 1n m orb:lt to. .the starboud at' an estimatod -altituds of 5 ,OOO f'aet...

- ..
| : i 3 _ -
e t/ WESLEY R, HOLDER ' ' . .7 -
L - f ‘ : . . s -~y ’ : .I
s - . - - . ’ - l g & r
. 1st Lt,, USAP . @ -7 ..
& + . : '* & L s e
> i _ . 4% - | | L) = m3,
. 2 - - % g el
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ﬁ'muu vector of 320 degrees.
-the' vector to intercept the unidentified target.
o o'clook to us-at a range of 4 miles.

(CLASSIFICATICN)

g /s/ Aaron M. Jones, yr. - T T
" /t/ M-ROH H- JOPI&S, Ak | bl B
% -l-atl LO., Uﬂ.* f
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At cooox I m aeraﬂlul ta. uuntigato an nnidont.iﬁod objoct reportad hy a
'The object was reported to be in the Tokyo bay

t:l.nttd altitude of 4,000 rm,_ m
only lmown air t.rarﬁ.c at this tine was

/s/ Wosloy Re ﬂold‘l' |

e f"'-fltt oooox Lt mu- and T were acr-blod ta innatiglto an unidmtind 'GIPS"
m!olq. b'. Upon becoming sirborne we immediately took up a heading for ‘Polkyo
_bays At Q0C9I, Hi-Jinx reported a target at our 9 o'slock positionm. -
. was made at OOXOI with this target and identified as a C-54,
. starboard m orbit under GCI control, southeast of Haneda A, B. 4t 0035T Bi- |
di-Jinx had a3 definite radar ccho and. gave us
Hi-Jinx estimated the target to be
__ At 00181 I picked up a radar conhet'nct
ees port, 10 degrees below at 6,000 yards. The targst was raﬁdly moving
Q‘mtto starbomrd and a "lock on" ’ could not be ~acoomplished, = A turn/ to-the

stuboutm instigated to intercept target which dilappcarod on scope in lpprm-
mately 90 seconds. No visual contact was made with the unidentified target..-

* Was-then contasted and they were unable to
hall lost radaw contact with the unidentified target.
‘Tolgyo: bay under Hi-Jinx control.

2ive us anothser vector because t
We continued our- saarch ovsy
At 00331 Hi-Jinx relsased us Irom scrambled : .
-mission,s. The only other aircraft intercepted during this mission was at 0100I, This
aircraft was identified as a C-54 on course of 350 degrees altitude 5000 fset, speed
180. knota. We notd.ced nothing of unusual nature from this time untn.l We landod at
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