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1. DATE ‘4 " ( 2. LOCATION X 12. CONCLUSIONS .
: vo | c O Wos Bolloon
13 Lay 52 | _Grecnville, S. Carolina Ly A
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION W FRetey S
. 0 Was Aircraft
R ...._.33._____ | X Ground- Visual 0 Gmund-Radqr O Probably Aircrofs
: | O Air-Vi sval O Air-Intercept Rador D Possibly Aircralt
. SOURCE D Was Astronomical
O Probably Astronomicel
3 auateur astronorers O Possibly Astronomicol
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION I'S. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE O Othe,FOSS GEESE
O Insufficient Date for Evoluation
5 scconds 4 0 Unknown
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING G0 11. COMMENTS L

Glowing brovnish orange color. Oval shape. | Objects were in tight diamond foruation
Straicht and level. llo definite conclusions! Seemed to oscillate slightly.
Similaxr sightings hawe been geese or ducks. Cne source seemed to indicate he
| ; thought they were geese.
| | Size of half-dollar at arm's lengta.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON

X,

1}‘. |
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF
6TH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS
ROBINS AIR FORCE BASE, ROBINS FIELD, GEORGIA

SPOT INTOLLIGENCS REPCORT 9 8 MAY 1957
FILS YO 24-0
SUBJECT ¢ THCCHVENTICONAL AIRCRAFT SIGHTED INW GRISNVILLS,
50UTH CAROLINA ARSA - 13 MAY 1952
SPRCIAL INQUIRY
103 Director of Special Investiga tDERYNGRADED AT § yiem Ly "Tﬁ I"V ATS .

L(JLA.SDH D AFTEL 1o

Foadquarters USAF DOD DIR 5 .?j_‘;'m.:.

tfashington 25, D. C.

I, SYNCP3ISs lat Lt ARTHUR 8, PAIMER, 375th Troop Carrisr
Winz Intelligonce Ufi'icor, Donaldson AFB, South Carolina, received informae-
tion [rom the Officer of the Day, 13 Vay 1952, that unidentified ohiecacts

hud beon siz-ted by rembers of a. group of amtour astroromors at a: rnroxi-
rra’cely12233 hours, ! ST‘,_J,S Yay 1052.

AR I ——— PRt s o
IT. IETAILS: (1) Yr. SRR ,
Creenville, South Carolina, was interviewed Ly Lt, PALYSR and made the
followinz written statement:

"Cn the nizht of YMay 13, 1952, ub soproximately 2333 45T,
a group of emateur zatroncmers of whom I wag one gathosred on the Cempus
of Furman Uniwrsily, Greenviile, South Caroliza, for an evening of ob=
serving. As we wore pf-é'j'i"rf'“meam, noticed four (4) objects
modified ecylinder or obloid in shape, flying at an unknown a.ltltudo on
@ hoading cof about 3CO degroes, Tha e objeots were brownish orange in

oolor and rather dull plowing in appesrance.

"Thease objzots woers In a diamond fermation, almost
directly overhead, going on a straizht cowrge, oscillating slightly,

1hey ware in 3ight for

first one side would €ip up then the other,
about five (5) seccnds,”

| (2) nl‘.
‘ Creoonville, South Cearolina, was intervi:
- made tho f‘ollaﬂn" written sta! eme':lt:

rﬂed bJ Lt. Fi*.[. '
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File 24-0, subjs "Unconventional Aireraft Sighted in Creenville, 3, C,
Aroa = 13 lay 16562

"On the niyht of May 13, 1952, at egproximately 2233 CsT.,
group of amateur astronomers cf which I was one, were preparing to

roturn home after an evening of observing from the Murman Campus located
in Creenville, South Carolina. At this time, -“, one of

the zroup, callsd our attention to vhat I would gay were four chjects,
each the ghape of the zoose without neck or taill. They wers & luminous

brown or orange coler, possibly translucent end flying in a diamond formae-
tion. Dlstance botwesn oach odjooct was sboul five (6) times the width of
each obiect,

"They ware flyinz eabout ten (10) to fiftesn (15) desrees
from direotly overhead, on n lavel gourse heading about 330 degrecs, Ale
tituds I vould sey vas below 1000 st if they wore sabout thoe size oi
“9”. Thoy were Viﬂibl"? for ancut tan (D) 8°cnnd"“

"Their flizht was oscilluting in natvre, {irst five (5)
degraes up on cvre side and at the seme time down on the other,”

(3) ¥ r.“ Greenville.

South Carolina, was interviewed by Lt, YALY made the following
writion statement:

"Cn the nipght of ay 15, 190, at approdnataly 22335 237,
a p'oup of nmateur astronomsrs, of which I was ono, ;atherol on the campua
of Murman "mlversity locuted in Jraerville, south Czrolina. Ve vwers
gatting raady %o call 1t am sverling whon Jauss fllehardson, one of the
group, ealled cur attaontion Yo four (4, cbloid, self-illuninated, trownish
yallow chjects traveling in a dieaword fermatlon, Those cobjocts were in

aizht for alicut thres (u) saconds traveling on a level course slipghtly
aroced to the left on & headlng of atoal 300 dogress.

"I was unable to gstimato the altitude or speed of thase
objoota, They treveled directly overhaad, making no scund, and rathar
wobbling in £light. Moticn was similar to houvy winged birds in li}

It was a cloar, quiet night, excsllsrt for matronomy. Thore waa a slisht
ground haze over tho city, howaver, thls did not extsnd to tho Furean
campug where it was porfectly claar.

"By way of fwrbthar cdeseription, I would say ths objoots
word sluller to the 'Lublee'™ Iiphts?® as roported in Lif's vagazine, Ap-
proxinata glae weuld be thst of a hald dellsr hsld at arnmg langth and
8lishtly turned,.”
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Flle 24-0, subJ: "Unconventional Alreraft Sizhted in Greenville » 3. Cs
Area - 13 Yay 1952

111, ACTICN: Mo action is contemplated st present by 5th
Distriot 031 (IG) in reference to this matter. Lt. A “on has advised that
Alr Intelligenos Information Report, Form 112, Part I, ooncerning this
ivcident was forwarded Headquarters USAP en 13 Yey 1952,

w80y 0G, AUC
Aright-Patterson AF3, Ohio
ATTW: NTIS
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AR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT ©©
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cighting of Unidentified Flying OLjects
AREA RZPORTED ON FROM (Agency) TN R S RN A R AT SR
Greenville, South Carclina | S7oth Te Co vimg Int. 1lizence
DATE OF .twﬂ* ' p DATE "‘l‘ﬂ__mﬁii;ﬁ"lm s s AT _‘“““_T—- o B T oo T L T et sanm—
16 Muay 195 14 May 1252
PREPARED BY (Officer) T e TR | massasss e e —
irthur CJ Palmer | lLocal C i*:.. izr .o
REFERENCES (Control number, directive, previous report, cic., as applicabley e | R LT M S e g RATLRASS: R
Yone - .
SUMNARY (Enter conclse summary of report. Give vignificance in final one-senteace paragraph. List inclosures at lower left. Begin text of report on AL Form 18- Part 11y
ancloged ar::.- ot (4) E‘f.::'..* -‘fzw-r is f": m iceal eitizens concerr. ing ar unusagl
sighting mado in rssnville, Sco 3 jlav 1052 nt 2%:332 Lo
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ns far es is known, this constitutes the first losal sightirg of this natws
ty any areditable sources, d

- INCLS,

— " — -

DISTRIBUTION BY ORIGINATOR

- %% 5
L-i‘-}lii

HOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. 20U S ¢ —
31 AND 2, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF 115 CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERGON 15 PROMIBITED BY LAW

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART. BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES. EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF. | B
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+ Oreenville, South Carolina
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Ecrigﬁon of Incident
On the night of 13 May 1952 at 2233 EST, four amateur astronomers observed
!

a diamond formation of four oval-shaped objectcs. The objects were observed
visually from the ground. The objects were sighted nearly overhead and disap-

i_.; . peared at an angle of about 12° in three seconds, They were described as being

: reddish~yellow or reddish-brown in color. They were relative in size to a half

-' ” dollar, quarter turned, at armm's length. The objects appeared to wobble in
their flight and being oval-shaped appeared to be flying sideways.

: ‘ The night was extremely clear. The sources stated that there was haze and
ground illumination near the city, but that they were on the Furman University:
campus and that there were no ground lights near nor haze,

I :
| md 7 boervor was inclined to believe these were geese.

S | Comments

-

The description of this incident is very similiar to others from drive-in
theaters and one from Fargo, North Dakota, on 25 April 1952, that were ducks,
In this case, however, there were no ground lights in the area to reflect from
a bird. This is borne out by the fact that these people had set up their tele-
scopes in a dark area, which 1s essential for good astronomical observing,

It is not known how much light a bird will reflect, but it seems logical
that a relatively bright ground source of light would be needed.

" As was stated, one source was sure they were geese but the other three
were Jjust as sure they were not,

The possibility of aircraft is nil since they passed directly overhead with

§ e e el . A A g 5 s G & cm. s . e

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
- - . DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
; | | DOD DIR 5200.10
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LLEs SOUTH CAROLIM _ (KEYHOE=-1953 P_148) 4 WITNESSESOO_

nu:g:: :Szggnzns REPORTED SEEING FOUR TAUCER-SHAPED OBJECTS FLYING IN A 01
, - N FOAPMATION. G OWING A4 OFrhted VFII OWe THE ORJECTS PASSED 0c
STLENTLY OVERHEAD) WOBBL ING SE/ERAL TIMES BEFORE THEY WENT OUT OF SIGHTe' ALL 03

FOUR ODJECTSs  THE. ASTROMERS AGPEED, HAD AN’ OVAL SHAPEs LIKE THAT OF A DISC 04
FLY'NG ONJTSSIDE i o o + TR W, 0%
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