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1. COMMENTS

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

Possibly was meteor al onc was reported in
area, oocme visual sources thought they saw

a meteor, others said it was not.
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12. CONCLUSIONS

Waos Balloon
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Probably Aircroft
Possibly Aircraft
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1.

In the El Centro, Calif,, Area on 13 May 1952 four separate reports of
unidentified asrial objects were nade. They were as follows:

a., 11152 - Eovering over El Centro, five ™flying saucers™ as large as
B-36's, with a light underneath, disappeared to the southwest at a terrific
rate o& speed, They were reported by the El Centro Sheriffis Office.

Caboiane s e Aot gt Bl e o

, .1 b, 11152 - An F9F pilot taking off from El Centro Naval Air Station
-’ reported what appeared to be a shooting star diving at an angle of 60°.

¢c. 1142Z -~ A sheriff's car at Neland, Calif., sighted a strange object
resenbling a parachute flare over the south end of the Salton Sea,

d. 1150Z - A control tower operator at Yuna, Arizona, sighted an orangs
and blus object 320° and 20 miles from his position., After hovering for a
- short tine in one position, it changed to another position and began hovering
;ﬁn. Operator said it was sighted for too long a period to be a falling
o] .

11, STATUS OF INVESTIGATION

There were no AF fighters airborne at the time but four F9F's from El
- Centro Faval Air Station were airborne from 1100Z to 1230Z.

111, CONCLUSIONS

@. It is possible that the F9F's and what a.ppea.red to be a shooting star
account for the first report,

b. ‘What appeared to be a shooting star was probabiy a meteor.

¢. Fo conclusions.

. 4. The tower operator stated that he had observed the same phenomenon
several times previous and.is convinced that it is merely the reflection of
automobile headlights on the highway at night.
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(Uncl) Request for Imraa t.igation
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— Reference 13 nale Yo the lnclosed cony of a vwirs message f{rom lig LSAF,
Wa3 12400y D co

2. | It is requested that 0SI initiate an mastlaation of the dl“htings of the
unidentiified serial objects as deseribed in tha inclosed mre.

PERSONNEL & ADMe It is requested that the following information bse obtalaed in each Instances

a, Name and address of pourcs, | |

b. Lescription of incideat including shape, bearings, and elevations at
bepinnine and ending of sighting, tims in sigat, and any other pertinent infornmation,

e | Expeditious handling of this investigation is requested,

DOALD L, BOWER, Colonel, USA®F
Chief, Technical Analyszs Division
Alr Tacanical Iatelllgence Center
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P 13.:.36%

Fii HQ USAF WASHDC

T0 JEUEN/CGAIRDEFCOM ENT AFB COLO UNCLASSIF IED

JEDIP/CHIEF ATIC WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OHIO
FROM AFOIN-1A2 47044,

AFB PA ARE QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATIONs 'HOVERING OVER EL GENTRO

CALIF FIVE FLYING SAUCERS AS LARGL: AS B~36 WITH LIGHT UNDERNCATH
DISAPPEARED 70 SOUTH VEST VITH TERRIFIC RATE OF SPEEL EL CENTRO WEATHER
AT 0315 PST CLEAR 15 MILES VIS 1? MI SIGHTLD AT 1311152 REPORTED

BY EL CENTRO CALIF SHERIFF'S OFFICE," |
ADDITIONAL INFO ON 130347 PST 1311152 FOF PILOT TAKING OFF AT

EL CENTRO NAS REPORTED WHAT APPLARED TO BE A SHOOTING STAR AT A DIVE

ANGLE OF 60 DEG 131142% SHERIFF'S CAR AT NILAND CALIF SIGHTED A
STRANG OBJECT LIK: A PARACHUTE FLARL OViR SOUTH END OF SALTON SEA
CALIF 1311502 YUMA CALIF TOWER OPFRATOR SIGHTED A PULSATING ORAIGE

AND BLUE OBJEGT AT 300 DiG 20 MILES FROM YUMA HOVER:D IN ON:Z POSITION
AND THEN CHANGED TO ANOTHER POSITION TO IOVER AGAIN SIGETED FOR

700 LONG A PERIOD TO BE A FALLING STAR,"

© '131002-1312302 EL CEZNTRO MAS HAD A FORMATION OF FOUR FOF IN LOCAL
FLIGHT IN VICINITY AT THIS TIUE, " | ‘

13/2250%2 MAY JEPHQ | “ ;o SRER TR R ' i
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 7/’ P

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE s

WASHINGTO

BPPICIRL USE QINLY convemer ermet or srecm svesmeimons
v reery reren 10: S5Dw@ L] , Q*Q 10 July 1952 |
SUBJECT: Unidentified Objects Reported . PEtee | gt
over EL CENTRO, California on Ve
13 May 1952 .
SPECTAL INQUIRY
T0s Commanding Officer

Alr Technlical Intelligence Center
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

Ohio '
ATTN:

ATI

. T — —

le Reference 1s made to Disposition Form, your Headquarters,
dated 21 May 1952, concerning the above captioned matter,

2, In compliance with Paragraph No. 2, transmitted herewith
- are two coples of Report of Investigation by Special Agent THOIIAS
J. McARDLE, 18th OSI District, dated 27 June 1952, File No. 24~176,
subject as above,

3 This investigation 1s cdntinuing in another OSI District and
subsequent reports will be furnished your office upon receipt,

Le Attention is invited to the fact that the information contained
herein has been derived from sources other than USAF, In accordance

with Paragraph 8b, AFR 205-1, dissemination of the information contained
herein must not be made outside of USAF channels.

A4

1 Incl (in dup) D. G. NORTH
R/I, DO #18, dtd 27 Jun 52 Lt Colonel, USAF

_ c District Commander
Copy to: R
el . a¥e ‘ s s

Hq 0SI, w/o incl
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UNITED STATES AIR FORGE

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL
OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

: 24-176 | i. | ”'7

REPORT MADE BY
Thomas Je licirille,

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

TITLE REPORT MADE AT
-\_ DU #18, Cheli AF Spbh, Maywoowd, Callf,
PERIOD P SR
Unidentificd Objeota 12 Juns 1659
Rb‘p()?ted. over IL CI‘.‘NI‘R), Califl., OFFICE OF ORIGIN "
on 13 May 1252 * “r§ ent Patterson AMB
STATUS
e
CHARACTER
QrinTAL THOUIRY
REFERENCE
K- A6 dated 27 M¥ay 1952, #ile No. 5U-24-21
SYNOPSIS

'Ref@renuud letter requested the name and address of goursres of Fu"orma.

tion rogarding Subject, description of the incident inzluding =hnna, vear-
ings, and elevatious at beginning and end of flight, and time in sizht, Basio
inforaation received from El Centro, %21if., Sheriffis O0f0fice. Tl Cenwro
Sheriff's Office conbactsd and stutsd reports received {rom Offisers <l
and » Imperial, Calif,, “olice Depariment, and Depuiy Sheriff

El Centro County Cheriff's 0ffice, stotioned st Wiland, Cslif,,
aleo Haval Air Station Coitsrol Tower, E) Centro, Jalif., aad Army Control
Tower, Yuma, Arizona. Interview with Police Chief - Police
Department, Imperial, Calif., revea.ls- denjes seeing any unjden-
tified sbjects., 4 :0 dischurpged ss uureliable, Deputy Cheriif
believes fudbject sighted to be Navy flare on weather balloon.
Operations Officer, Naval Air Control Tower, El Centro, Calif., states
strango object sighted Ly control opsretor to te morning stur. Yum

Control Tower locabted in District Office 317,

'
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DETAILS Fr o w—

le Lettor from Distrioct Office‘-,}'-*‘-‘j, dated 27 kiay 1952, File lio. ED-24-21
tronzmitted two (2) copier of a wire received by Alr Technical Intelligence O
firtshi-Patterson AFE fron Hesdquarters, USAF, Weshinglton, D.C. regarding the
sightings of unidentified aerial objects over Tl Centro, California, requested
name and address of sources, and a description of incideat including shape, boar-
ings, and elevations at beginning and ending of sightings, time in sight, und any
other pertlanent information. The above information was reported by the Bl Centro,
Calife., Sheriffts Office.

entor,

AT EL CENTRO, CALIFORNIA

2. Deputy Sherjfi’ Il Centro, Calif,, Sheriff's Office made
available the complete files on Subject sightings which are quoted as follows:

4:17 A.M. 13 May 1952, Imperial Police Dept., Imperial, Calif., advises that
ofriaers b andgY cport seeing five (5) flying saucers described as
looking as laorge as B-36's and having lights on the underside, o nolse was heard
and the officers state they wantched them for approzimately four (4) minutes.
Sheriff's Office, El Centro notified CAA El Centro, Calif., who will alert mili-
tory.  Imoerial Police Depts, Imperial, Calif,, advises thelr officers state the
saucers took off to the southwest,

4: 42 AJM. Deputy Sheriff m %l Centro County Sheriffis Office, stationed
at Niland, Calif., advises that he has o strangoe object in the sky at the soubhcast

end of Salton Sea, and states object looks like a flare in the sky moving up and
dovn at approximately three thousand (3,000) feet. ‘thinks it to Le a weather
balloon,

None of the officers at the Ll Centro Police Department saw any objects in the sky,

CAA notified and Nawel Air craft is checking,.

0:30 AJdl. MNr. CAA, advises that Navy Control Tower, Tl Centro, reports
sceing a strange object, as well as the Army Coalrol Tower at Yuma.

(81 gned XD

L I ‘e*c Deputy Sheriff

3¢ Deputy Sherlf nterviewed end stated that he believes the
objeot sizghted to have been a flare or a.weather balloon.~giii ststed the ohject
was not a so-called {lying saucer, and was stationary irn the sky like the flares
dropped by Naval planes in practicing gurnery and naval bombing or tho usual
weather balloone -

4. Chief of Police ELNO SIERIAN, Imperial Police Department, Tmperial, Calif.,
was interviewed and stated that Officer has been discharged from the Folice
Department as unreliable. Officer unavailable for interview. .Chief
S stated that he had thoroughly interrogated the two (2) officers the morn-
ing after the so-called sighting end found N1yl had supposedly seen
objects in the sky. i accoupanie but stated that he was unable
to see the said objects end di oY L

ol
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stated that vpon s discharge, he left Iwperial and the Chief had no reecord

as toEJiJ present vwhereabouts.

5. CDR q , Operations Officer, Naval Air Statior, El1 Cenbro,
Calif., was interviewed and made available the official Navy Log covering the hours
of said sightings. CDRaMMEEES stated that with the one (1) exception of the
econtrol towaer operator reporting the sighting, none of the airecrafts aloft could
observe any of the reported objects in the sky., CORYNE :tnted that upon
checliing with the control tower sfter report of said sighting, he found the control
tower operator was viewlng the merning star throuzh a set of binosulars and that
at that particular hour of the morning, the morning star gives off &« pulsating light
that when viewed through a set of binoculars sppoars to be red, yallow, oranze
and green and the pulsating effect has a teandency to appear that the star is moving,.
CDRQtated that the Yuma Tower after listening to the conversation on the
drop wire, sald drop wire being an inter-tower communication, roported that a
strange object in about the same position had been sighted. CDR YN st tcd
that he had no knowledge as to what the Yuma Tower Operator was viewing, bubt from

the position given, stated that he was personally satisfied that the Yuna Tower
was also viewing the morning star.

6, Lt. (5¢) L ;- officor of the Day, Naval Air Station, El
Centro, Califomia, was on duty a&s Air Olficer of the Day 13 May 1952, and also

checked the Control Tower Operator's sighting, and stated that it was tho morning
star. L‘b.h stated that there were numerous aireralt up on carly morning flights

at this time, and upon notification, all pilets were alerted to observe for acrisl
phenomenen. All reported negative.

Te Iire , CAA Office, YNAS, El Centro, Calif., was interviewed
in lieu of Mr, CAA, Fl Centro, Califs 1NAS, and stated that they werse unable
to conf'ir reports of uaidentiilied objects over El Centro, Calif., on 13 lay 1952,
The only records in referonce to the above report were copies of the El Centro,
Calife Sheriff's Cffice message incorporated in this report. lir.a s tated
that contact was made with the 75lst ACZii Squadron, Mount Laguna, C2lif., with

negative results. Mr. <R stated that the Yuma Tower had reported on the drop

line the sighting of & mysterious object in the eastern sky, and after a check

by w_ and Lt. *or the Opsrations Office, WAS, El Centro,
Celif., the officers reported that thelr tower operator was viewlng the morning
star through his binoculars, and it was their opinion that the Ywma Tower was also

sighting the seme object. lr. G stated that no further investigation vas
nade by CAA.
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STRANGE OBJECT LIKE A PARACKUTE FLARE OVER SOUTH ELD OF SALTCN SEA
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Southern California and Southern Arizona |[Dir. of Intell - Hq, 27th Air Division (Bef)
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"PREPARED BY (Officer
Personal Contzct and Intorrogatlons

CHARLZS F. CASEY, Major, USAF
HEFERENCES (Conirol number, directive, presious report, ®ic., oo applieabley ——

Air Defense Command Letter 200-1, dated 11 April 1951

SUMMARY: (Enter conclss summary of report. Give significance in final one-sentence paragraph. List inclosures al lower left. Begin text of report on AF Form Ill:f’&;;-ﬁ.)

l. This report contains information obtained from personal contact and interrd-
gation of the follwing individuals:

Sheriff, &1 Centro, California
Deputy Sheriff, Niland, California
Patrolman, Imperial, California
Desk Sargent, Imperial, California

3/ Towar Operator, Yuma Municipal Airport, Yuma, Arizona
Mr AA, El Centro Mun&cipal Airport, El Centro, California

2 This recort is the result of a telephone call received from lig, Western Alr
Defense Force, stgting that unconventional objacts had bzen sighted at HWuma, Arizona
and at several locations in Southern California on the morning of 13 May 1952. All

available information was first transmitted by,plectricgl means.
"Rl K ° ,
Major, USAF

Director of Intelligance

APPROVED: %
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Lt. Col., USAF
Deputy for Operations
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A. Text of Telephone Conversation Received bv this Ha. 1

S 0 L o

f At 11382, "Conform® (75lst AC%W Sqdn, Mt. Laguna, Calif) called and said "Panto-
mime" (CAA) had received reports of five (5) "flying saucers" in the 1 Centro, Calif.
Area, Saveral minutes later a scope operator at "Conform" reported a long streak SEQ
of E1 Centro which lasted for two (2) sweeps of the antenna,

b eped
- e

The following information was received from March Air Force Base Flight Service
and was contained in a report sent to ADCs

}a{ l 2-

Eovering over El Centro, five (5) "flying saucers" as large as B-36's with a light
underneath disappeared to the Southwest at a terrific rate of speed, ol Centro weath-
er at 0315P was clear, 15 miles visability. They were reported at 13/1115%Z by il
Centro Sheriff's office.

At 13/1115A an P9F pilot taking off from I1 Centro Haval Air 3tation renorted what
appeared to be a shooting star diving at an angle of 60°, At 11427 a sherifif's car at
llilnad, California sighted a strange object resembling a parachute flare over the
South end of the Salton Sea. At 1150Z, a control tower operator at Yuma sighted an
oranze and blue object 320° and 20 miles from his position. Hovering in one position
it changed to another position and began hovering again. Operator sald it was sighted
for too long a period to be a falling star. From 1100Z to 12302 k1l Centro INAS had a
flight of four (4) F9F's airborne on a local flight.

ie had no fighters airborne at the time and did not scramble any,

EVALUATION OF ASOVE £3 =8

Bs Summ of interview with El Centro Sheriff

m Bl Centro, California was interviewed and stated that he
had not personally ed any of the objects reported, nor did he personally know any
of the individuals concerned, However, he furnished a copy of the report recieved by
the Desk Sergeant on the morning of the 13th of Xay 1952, as follows:

L:17 AU

DOWNGRADED AT 12 YEAR §5-13-52

: INTERVALS; NOT AUTOMATICALLY
MISC NCN CRIM: DECLASSIFIED. DOD DIR 5200.10

Imperial PD advises that Officers (NNt g rcport seeing 5 flying saucers,
described as Ioiciny looking as large as B-306s and having lights on the under side, no

noise was heard and the Officers state they watched them for approx 4 minutes,
Notified Layton, CAA, El Centro, who will alert the }ilitary.

Imperial PD advise that their Officers.state the saucers took off to the south-west,
CAA notified.

L:42 AM,...On checking with various departments attempting to coniirm the above report,

found that the W had seen the above object, but thought it to be
a jet aiirart all -

Deputy ises that he has a strange object in the sky at the south-west end of
the Sal Sea., States object looks like a flare in the sky, moving up and down at
approx 3,000, .
One big light, 4fPthinks it might be a weather balloon.

None of the Officers on the El Centro PD saw any objects in the siky.

Name of Brn is

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. 0 U 5 C. -
31 AND 32. AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROMIBITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

INTELLIGENCE, USAF.
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CAA notiflied of anbove, has aireralt checking.
OTSs A1l the above Officers have been on duby approx 4+ hours and are cold sobar,

5290 Alseslaybton, CAA, advises that the lavy Control 1 :mer, L Cazntro raevorted secing
a strange object, 23 well as the ‘rny Conirol Tower in Tuna.,

_ayne
MI30 MON ORI FLYLAG SAUCERS Hel3=52

DVALUATION OF ARQY ""_._/3_____ olt-]

0, Inbapeagation of ITndivida: Sicvhting OHhisets (ver 2001 2001

1. Interrogation of GEENENGN, fp s Iiland, California,

Reevsl’nat time and dabe did you cbserve "object® 7
ReeeoCh=42 A M 13 May 52,

Qe hare?
Ae ilnnd,

Q. That waa the actual sichting from vhere you stood?
A. Southwest area over Cain 3prings,

Q2  Vhat was your lins of sizght?
Ae  Low, dlatant, approximately 3,000 fest,

Qe Ixactly what shape did the objact appear to have or reoszemble?
Ae . Only as a bright light, it moved, oscillated,

Q. . Yould you say it may have been a Para-Flars?
Ae o, it would hover and then move,:

That colour was this lizht?
"hite light, like an electric bulbd,

Qs Did anyone baside yourself see it?
A. 110, I was alons at tha tine,

Qs Have you heard of others seelng it?
A. HNona, other than the report by the Bl Centro Desic Sergzeant,

Re Do vou wear plassas ab nio ht?

.AO Yea. SEIN RV B8 S8 raate SLsED v s
DAVYRIATIANTN AT 10 vr' AP

Qe 'That was the wzather? INTFERVALS: N{YL SUFOM S TIOATIYY

l‘. ﬁ:i:;ix\-)iuty clear, GAVU. DMCL;‘MJU. Lr"dJ .-JA....\. :.,Z Uo&‘s)

% Did you renowt thia? AL S

A, lNo, but I was sontacted by radio ~nd reported what 1 ssw,

e  vere you recuested to investigate further?
J\. ?IO.

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT,50U.S.C -
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW,
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE COR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

INTELLIGENCE, USAF. WNCLASSIFIED
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How long had you been on duty?
I reported on at 2000 hours.

Q. What was the nature of your duty?

Q. Any assistant with you?
A, No.

Qs Have you made any further inquiry?
A. No.

Q. Evar sese any thing like this before?
A. Only weather balloons.

Qe Do you know of any activities around your area of special interest?
A, None.

Q. All you saw then was a 1ight?
A, :IBBQ

Q. Was it a sharply discerned object of size and shape or spead?
Ao NOO ‘

EVALUATION oF aBove C —5

20

Interrogation of W Patrolman, Imperial, California at
1845 hours, 19 May s at Imperial Police Ssation,

Qs Where approximately were you when you first observed the objects?

A I was on 9th and H Streets in Imperial at 0310 AM 13 May 52. Our
reagson for being in the area was to deliver a message. I saw an odd
glare shinfing down. There are high trees in the area ard my partner,
Cheney, noticed them first. There were three in number and they were
traveling North from this location of observance, and were jolned by
tvo more and they all began to orbit, -

‘ What was their size, ahape and colour?

I couldn't identify them, except for the light which was undernsath ths
object shining down, a white light, five in total.

Any noisa?
No,

Did you notice any particular beshavior?
None® other than circling and changing over positions. After a while
three of them disappeared, vanished. Their speed was very fast,.

Q. Like a jet?

A., Faster.
Any exhaust-like flame? L
No. LATAN S AR T
ARV e ':1-.;,- ; Rt ) |
About how high were the objects? BECL S ag, < - - TV

(no comment, unable to estimate)

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. S0 U. 5. C. —
3) AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONIENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROMIBITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
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Tthat happened to the other two objects?

Any particular area or direction?

How far is that?

About 25 miles due South,

vere you able to observe them for any time?
No.

iilere any of our aircraft airborne?
No, not at the time,

Later?
Yes.

Where and who?
The Naval Air Station about 20 minutes later.

After the objects left?
Yes.

There were no US aircraft airborne when you observed these objects?
None at all.

Did you reporf this incident to anyone?

No, we drove around trying to locate the house number that we had been

assigned. Later the Desk Sergeant phoned the Sheriff's office in El
Centro, '

That time approximately was this?

Eight minutes after the first sighting?
Yes, about that length of time,

You are Quite sure about the time?
Yes, I am positive,

Do you have Radio Equipped Patrol Cars?
Yes we do, ‘[wo way with the Sherifft's office,

Do they maintain continucus listening?

“Yes they do.

"Have you discussed or comparaed notes or encuired of anyone since the

incident?
Only what 1 read in the paper,

What paper?
The Imperial Valley Press,

Yhat date was it?
The same day I saw the objects, INT

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT,50U.5.C.~
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Qe
A,

When you saw thess objects, exactly where geographically could you fix
them?

High in the sky over Brawley, California, betwsen the Nawal Air Station

and the south shore of the Salton Sea. Three disappeared and two headed
South.

what was your line of sight or vision, did you have to look high or at an
angle? ek -
A, About a 45 anglﬂo

Qe Then you ars not quite sure what they were?

A. That is correct, except that they had largs lights, traveling fast, and
circling. They were circling quite tightly.

Q. Did you ever sse a B-47 aircraft at ni
A, NOe

ght?

EVALUATION OF ABOVZ_C ~-§5

3. Interrogation of Desk Sergeant“ Imperial, California, at 1945
hours, 19 May 1952. '

Q. Will you relate what you actually saw on the early morning of 13 May 527
A, About 10 aftar 3 AM (0310), I was with Office , at 9th and H

Strests searching for an address, when I saw an odd glars coming down-
shining down, and attractad ENMMbs attontion. Ws stopped tha car and
got out. We countad five objects ecirecling, orbiting. There was no sound
nor extraordinary movements. They were circling over Brawlaey s California.
(appearsd to be) Then they broke off circling and two of them headad

South in the goneral direction of the Naval Aif Station. They ware evary
fast. Much fastar than a jet. |

Qe Do you know a jet when you see one?
A. Yes, definitely.

What steps did you tﬁko? '

We returned to the Police Station and resported to the Desk Sergeant who
called the Sheriff at El Centro.

Have you heard of this or discussed this with anyons else?
Just police officers, and I resad about it in the papers also.

Q. How high would you estimate thess objects were?
A. About a mile higzh.

Q. What about ths weather?
A. O].ear.

Q. Were ther any US alreraft airborne?
A. Nome at the time. Thers were some a feow minutes latar.

Q. Where were they from?
) don't know.

Q. You were unable to discern the shape or aize of these obje€ts?
A, Not at all.,

_DOWNGRADED AT 12 YEAR
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Q. What was ysnrlino of sight?
A, About a 60 ‘ﬂ‘]..o |

Q. What was the appearance of the light?
It was yellowish whito, like a flare. A soft light.,

' Qs But they were difinitsly in formmtion?
A, Yes they were.

Q. Circling one behind the other?
IBS’ def 1n1t91y. '

Q. Were these 1lizhts ever dousaed or turned off?

A, Not while obsarved, no. The three that vanished may have turnad off
1 this light.

EVALUATION OF aBOVE =8

be Interi'ogatlon o” Tower Operator, Yuma, Municipal Airport, Yuma
- Arizona, at 1135 hours, May 1952. ‘

"‘Upon being interrogatod,q stated that he had observed the same
phenomenon on several occasions following the first sighting on 13 May 52. It

‘always occurred at a podtion approximataly 320° from the control tower, and

at a distance which he estimatad at being approximataly 10 to 15 miles. Con-

sequantly, he was convinced that the "object" was caused by ths reflection of

headlights -on the highway at night at that postion. This was confirmad by

- 8/Sgt Portar, Towsr Chiaf. Subject airmen were advised to continue observation,
and inform this headquarters of activitiss obsarved. W g, -

EVALUATION CP ABOVE . AS~.¢

De 'Inﬂerrbgation~ of Mr. Jenssn, CAA, %l Centro Municipal Airport, &1 Centro,
- California, at 0910 hours, 21 May 1952,

The CAA office, El Centro Municipal Airport, was visitdd in an attampt to con-
tact ‘Mr. Layton, CAA, who had bsen of duty on 13 May 52 at the time the object
was sightad. Mr. Layton was not there. Howevar, mr. Jensan furnished the re-
port filed by Layton on the incident. This report substantiated the information
in the original report received this headquarters, and the report on file in the
El Centro, California Sheriff's Office (See "B"). As Mr. Layton did not ses
the object himself, no further effort was made to contact him,

EVALUATION OF ABOVZ /3~ =<
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COMMENT OF D/I:

It 1is quite possible that an aircraft of the USAF, a B-47, may have basn ob-
servad, orbiting or testing the aircraft in various maneuvers. The close tight for-
mation of lights referred to could very easily be exhaust of the jet pods when the
attituds of a B-47 was in just the right angle position. Howaver, from the foragoing
interrogations it is evident that a definits weakness exists in the civil def:nss
program in regard to unconventional aircraft. Law enforcement agancles do not have
either the initiative or the know how to contact the concerned military activities
vhen unconv2antional airecraft are sighted.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
' WASHINGTON

THE INSPECTOR CENERAL, USAF
STH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS
BHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, JOOEX oMo

R ¥

1, August 1952

SUBJ BCT's

Unidentified Objects Reported
over EL CENTRO, Califernia on

13 May 1952
SPECIAL INQIRY

TO: Commanding Officer
Air Technical Intelligence Center

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base
Ohio

ATTN: ATI

'le Reference is made to letter, this office, dated
1952, file 5D 2;~21, subject as above,

10 July

2s Attached hereto for your additional information are two
copies of the report of investigation by Special Agent RUSSELL F.

SYKES, 17th OSI District, file 2/~-8-31, dated 6 August 1952, sub-
Ject as above,

J¢ This investigation is continuing, and subsequent reports
will be furnished your headquarters uoon completion,

i, Attention is invited to paragravh 7, AFR 205-1, dated 1
March 19)9, which prohibits the disclosure of classified information

to unauthorized personnel, /
4 '
NN

1 Incl (in dup) /" JAMES H, GU
R/I, DO #17, dtd é Aung 52 / Lt Colonel, USAF
District Commander

Copy to: | -
- Hq OSI w/o abv incl
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL
OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

REPORT IIAD! BY

S/A RUSSELL F. SYKsS gl

" REPORT MADE AT TR . e e ST
DO #17 riland AFB, New laxico
Unidentified Objects = f2f, tirtland AFD, New lexieo . _
Reported over EI CENTRO, Calif. 28 July 1952

on 13 lMay 1952

CHARACTER

SYNOPSIS

DISTRIBUTION

DO #5
Hq OS5I
DO 18

File

DO 75, YWright-Patterson AFB, Ohio

STATUS ity xo ' |
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cARDLE, DO #18, 24-176, At 27 June 52,

----I-_---nl—p-p-—- “.mm—-

-—_-—-—- - —— - —— A . < Wl —— g a — —— ra— —

R¥C

Information contained in Tower operator's
log set forth. - oparator on duty at
Yuma Air Force Base at time of sightinz on
leave.,

SRR

‘mll
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DETATIS
AT YU.A ATR

[
Tl "
1. On 28 July 1952, Captain STEPULN R.4MEMEENTIAqwbint, 750t
Air Base Squadron, Yuma Air Force Base, Arizona, vas interviewe..d by the
undersigned., Cantain HALDEN is also VWing Intelligence Officer and in
conjunction with his duties as concern unidentified objects, stated that

he had received no report as of 28 July 1952, relative to sizhting of
unidentified objects on 13 lMay 1952, nertaining to subject matter,

2. On 28 July 1952 ’” , Conmand-
ing Officer, 1903-4 Detachment, 19034 AACS Squadron, Yuma Air Force

Base, produced the tower log which revealed the following information:

-1

- E _ — e R el . m_* ——- T .

"13 lay 1952 = At 0400 5T El Centro reported seeing fast |
moving object. Radlo called to have me get a |
'look=-see'! but never spotted anything.

04,50 - Spotted object at 300° TRUZ; notified
radio. later check - it appeared to ba lizhtis
from cars going down highway out beyond Pilots
Knob, vhich is in a northwesterly direction
from the tower.

0500 - Fast moving ohject reported near
Salton Sea ™

;- 3 the last report probablv came over direct line =~ °
frOm Fliﬂht’ SerVice Center, ].JarCh Air Ltorce B‘ase’ Ga“ ifornia.

3. _ stated thﬂw vas the
erator on duty and made ore~described notations. Further,

towe
evarted Yuma Air Force Base on the nmorning of 28 July 1952 on
’urlough status. His residence is at Iand Apts, i“2, Winterhaven,

California. =ndicated that he planned on visiting relatives at

PENDING
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON

3 v THE INSPECTOR GENERAL, US\}

STH DISTNICT OFFICL OF SPECIAL mvmrm
WRIGPT-PATTERSON AIR FORCFE BASE. "o

P S September 1952
SUBJECT: Unidentified Objects Raported

over EL CENTRO, California on
13 May 1952 |

SPECIAL INQUIRY

T e———
-"ﬁr

TOs Commanding Officer
Air Technical Intslligence Center
Wright-Patterson 4ir Force Base
Ohlo
ATTN: ATI

1. Reference is made to letter, this office, dated 14 August 1952,
subject and file as above,

2, Transmitted herewith are two copies of Report of Investigation,
of Special Agent THOMAS B. CASEY, Jr., DO #17, dated 9 September 1952,
File No. 24-8-31, subject as above, '

3. With the submission of this report this case is considered
¢losed in the files of this office,

be Your attention is invited to Paragraph 7, AFR 205-1, which
prohibits dissemination of classified information to unauthorized

personnel,
1 Incl (in dup) . D. G NORTH
R/I, DO #17, dtd 9 Sep 52 Lt Colonel, USAF
District Commander
Copy tos |

Hq 0SI, w/o incl

ol DO’!’{&R A‘&M 12

INTERVALS; NOT AUTOL.
DECLASSIFIED, DOD DIR ovbo-
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FILE NO.

24831

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL
OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS ggpon MADE BY

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION S/A_THOVAS B. CASEY
TITLE REPORT MADE AT

DATE

y September 192

Jre

klm

DO #17, Kirtland AFB, N.M.

PERIOD
Unidentified Objects 28 August 1952

Reported over EL CENTRO, Calif. OFFICE OF ORIGIN
on 13 May 1952 X _#9, Wright-P:
STATUS

RUC

CHARACTER
SPECIAL INQUIRY - AERJAL PHENOMENA

REFERENCE
pt of S/A SYKES, DO #17, 24=8-31, dt 6 Aug 52

SYNOPSIS

-.nterviewed with respect to

unidentified objects and results
thereof set forta.

ATTENTION: Disclosure of the nature, sources, or even the existence of such Investigative information to persons mentioned in the

re!:ort or to
other persons not normally entitled to such information may be made only when expressly authorized by the Director of n;

~ vestigations, IG, or hlgher authority. Unauthorized dlsclosure of such information will be considered to bo a violation of A

DISTRIBUTION | ACTION COPY FORWARDED TO FILE STAMP
Abo #5 _ N
Hq OST : 2
DO #18 1
2 | arprOoveo

ﬁ

MIE‘.S C. BORDEN

DISTRICY COMMAND!I

27D u,.,g?“‘?}ﬁ M&mh "

SEFENSE—BAN ANTONID

AR Jmmﬂlﬁa'vii#;'*'*



: hours and one about 2100 hours.

DETAILS ¢

AT YONA AIR FORCE BASE, ARIZONA

1. On 28 August 1952, b/bgm senior

control tower operator and assistant control tower chief, 1903-L AACS

Detachment, L750th Air Base Group, Yuma County Municipal Airport, Yuma,
Arizona, was interviewed by reporting Agent.

Upon 1nterv1ew &P s tated that he was on duty alone in the
control tower at Yuma Air Force Base on 13 May 1952, and at OL4OO hours the
Fl Centro tower reported seeing six (6) bright objects moving to the
southeast and asked’o try to spot them. :- advised that he
scanned the sky with 7 x 50 binoculars and at-0450 hours sighted two (2)
bright orange objects at 300 degrees true. Pdvised further that
these objects could not be seen with the naked eye and that they appeared
to be about one (1) foot in diameter and appear réd to be round. N
further advised that the objects appeared to.be at an altitude of from
2500 to 5000 feet, lso stated that he watched the objects for
about thirty (30) minutes and they were moving back and forth across the
sky from 290 degrees to about 305 degrees, as indicated on the crash map,
and appeared to be getting further away all the time until finally they
disappeared. dadvised that a beam of light similar to that of a
search light came from one of the objects and that the beam of light kept

going on and off in different directions from the object. ¢iReLs0
advised that very short but continuous trails of what appeared to be flame

cam® out of both objects.”urther advised that it was dark when he
first sighted the objects e weather was very clear.

When asked concerning airline flights, (D stated that at that
- date, Western Air Lines had two flights scheduled daily, one at about 1000

‘urther advised that when these objects were sighted by hin,

no military aircraft from Yuma County Airport or El Centro, California,
were in the air at the time.

‘ated that the objscts were not conventional type aircraft
and that he had never sighted strange aerial objects before or since the

above incident. 4R advised that to his knowledge no one else at the
base sighted the above objects.

AR o ther advised that he had been a flight engineer with

the U, S. Coast Guard from 1943 to 1946 and had uired approximately
3000 hours flying time during that period. ﬂlao advised that he had

been a tower operator since 1l June 1951.
™4 %3
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WEATHER DETACHMENT 4-21
Edvards Air Force Base o

Edwards, —C:‘lw,/
[3 29 lay 1652

e

T0: Commanding Officer
ATIC 2
Wright Patterson AFB, Ohio %
ATTN: AT 1AA2C

-—-—'—’-'—"..
s aa e G ST D V

Inclosed herewith Weather Data requested per TWX AFOIN- ATIAA -5 = 13E

7 /ﬁjyﬂﬂ%

or , USAF

1l Incl ' <
Wuthe;' Data 7 -t

Detachment Conmander
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wWright-Patterson AFB, Dayton, Ohio
MCIS '

' Commnﬁng General
Air Materiel Command

ATTNG

i JPend a similar sighting ca 9. Yay 1952 by lir.

<7 - (TR w d

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

" HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE. (1 (e 1D .
\ "] if ! | WASHINGTON ARG v
% ¥ , | Ll !
& THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF Lt S
ARser o 0 18th DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS " "¢
R A AF SPECIALIZED DEPOT, BOX 310, MAYWOOD, CALIF.

1. July 1952
SPOT IATELLIGYICE REPSOLT

L R e e )

SUBJECTs Findings of Uncouventlonal Alrborne Chjecets,
| can Niego, Califomica, Jarch Lo Juine 1952,

NTRRVATLSS
TO: Director of Special Investipaum} WNGRADED AT 8 Y5l rj :.1 *Tll L\m
Hoadquarters United States Air F orco')EOLAS SILRER ‘;)if; 52‘50 16“
viashington 25, D. C. - . -

1, SYNOPETSs Source of Informatica, an aero=maublcal ensincor,
son Niero, Calitornia, znd azsceiates reslding in different localitics
in the Can ch:_-;o arca, have foracd a Vilying Laucor ;'.L{'hbh‘l{': Club",

Lhen an unidentifiod aerial objJect 1s sirhtod, othor momders are alerted
fcr further identification, tracking, nd triangulation, Sourcee hasg
gubnl tted varioug sitelchies and matheratical conpotations eocnceming
sirhtings made during four month poricd, ilurch to Juna 1952,

2, TETATIS: Iir, GENVEEEERE »ccidin: at SRR R
llational (.,-J.ty, Califoinia, onﬁlcr" d ag an cagineer with the Consollidated-
Vultee Aircraft Corporation, fon Tidepo, California, advises that he,
along wlth several other englneccers, has forxrmcd a voluntary "rlying
Saucer Sichting Clwb", The menmbeors ol Lhic club live in varicus points
in and oround Can Tiexo and iils suburbs, According to @i, when ono
nember sichts an wnidentified object in the sky, ho lnnrdiately alerts
other mombers of the club by telcphono so that a trianmulation end
additional sightingo can be nado,

Mr. ¢ subnittecd to this oftice roeparts along with varl-
cug mathematical computations cove ::'.Lnb slpntinrs made by this rroup on
2 liarch 1952, 9 May 1952, 13 iay 1952, 21 liay 1952, and 1 Juns 1952,
All tuese sihilng:s were mado at nig_fh"c.‘“ﬁmr"‘"éﬁﬁ‘ém netoor-like objects,

s i

Included with the above 2 ta suunl
CAT'R's colleagues, 2 iy, s 8an Ticro,
California, ond lir, vy Sen Viaro,

Callfoxnia, These reports concern tho Bi;,n tin, 'ox. a groen fire ball
on 2 larch 1952 at tho 38th and Fl Cajoa 2ddross by ilr. d lir,
at the Campug

2

gy two of Mr.

y venua addross.

SMAMA-—-Jun 50--30M
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UNCLASSIFIED 33 gy 1952

Findings of Unconventdonal
Alrborme Objects, £an Diego,
California, lMarch to June 19652,

18D 24-0
Subjects

All of the above reports, along with the computations of lir,
CARR and his colleaguos, are inclosed in the attached envelope as Inclog-
ure #1 to this report, for the Commanding General, Air lateriel Cormand,
Wright=-Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio, Attentions MCIS.

3. ACTIONs No furthor action in this matter is contﬁf;hted; however,

4f and vhion additional reports are received from Mr, @ thoy will be

mﬂy forwarded for evaluaticn. -

-" "
’

KEEFE O'KELFE
Oolonel, USAF "
District Comander

IA Coimandinz General

Air ifateriel Comand
¥right=-Patterson Air Force Base
Daytan, Onhio

ATINs MCIS,

 w/incl as listed in above letter

. ‘i [ ]




