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12. CONCLUSIONS

|0 Wos Bolloon
0 Probobly Balloon
——ssas et S PosdiNiy Betioon

. Y. DATELE ¥ ; \ . LOCATION

3. DATE-TIME GHOUP
Local . ---_._*.:0130-.. I i

!, Bethesda, Maryland
i4 CTYYPE OF OBSERVATION
|

00 Wos Aircroft
M Ground-Visual O Ground-Radar 0 Probably Aireroft

GMT .. ;*0630____:'_“'_:_ SR e 0 Aire Yo ..uo' D Alr lntcrcnpi Rudm 0 Possibly Aircrafy
5 PHOTOS ' 6. SOURCE (] Wos Astronomical
(3 Yoo | (7 Probably Astronomical
h clviliang (0 Possibly Astronomical
SR RO RO SRS PRSI
7. LENGTH Of CRSERVATION l 6. NUMRER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE S R A G
‘D 'nSU'flLlEﬁ' Dmﬂ ‘CH' EVQ'UQ'IOT\
-8 seconds i T-9 iﬁ‘: Unknown
0. ame; e g R U0 ORI ¥ | -, . ;. e L
Orange-yellow color. Lights in V Formatlgn. |
Stralght and level maneuvers. Sighted V shaped formation of lighis

Data on formation in report.
No a/c in area.
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18 Apr 52
TO ATIAA-2C RUPPELT M AFOIN-V/TC FOURNET -~ CSAF ITuM 9

13 Al .;:.....i..--f“""""w“ ATIAA
FOLLOVING INFO REPORTID THIS IO"tNITGJ VIA TELEPHONL BY It

Y, :::, cinicron, L.C.:

AT ABOUT 0100 IRS TOUAY, VHILE STANLDING IN YARL OF FRIDNL IN

e e el o

BETHESLUA, MD., MRS AND 3 FRILNLS OBSIRVED WHAT APPHARLL TO

Lo il h‘*m-"lm‘ £ g

SCUERICAL 0BJ.CTS FLYING IH VEE

FOR.I ATION, O0BJnCTS LLOCRIBID AS FAINT

OR uI‘*" *USHJ LI(rHl‘ ORA”(m IN COLOL ANL FATRLY SHARPLY LLFINL FORIUTATION

CONTALN L BETVWLIN 7 AllD 1"~ 0BJ.CT3, ALL PLRFICTLY SPAGLD ANU MAINTALNING
PIRFCT FORVMATION, INCLUnoL AUGLL OF VLi BOTIVATLL A’I /,O DEGRLES, FIRST
OB5ERV U IU SSH AT FLIVATION OF A“Obl 50 DG, TRAVIRSLL ARG APPROL 100 LiG TN

ABOUT 5 SECONUS ANU LOST FROM VIEN ALYOST LUE LOR'H AT APPROX 30_DEG ELLVATION,

-,-..--"

-—- —

NO_SOUNU HiARu, FSTIMATEU THAT OBJ.CTS ACCOUNTLu FOR ABOUT 30 PLRCLNT OF

‘h——--.—.. -

TOTAL SPACKL AIONG A LG OF TIn ViE, VWEATHIR DLSCRIBID PSCL.L_fm 1T 1O

-—*---"'_'-"F_

CLOULu NO "IC

SN, Si1ED TO BY VERY INTELLIGENT, SINCERS AL MOST COOPHRATIVE., THIS IS

PRELIMINARY INFO, WILL MAKE FFFORT TO CONTACT OTHiR THHEE OBSLRVIRS THIS

AFTRNOON, THLN, IF IT APPFARS VRRANTHU, WILL CHECK ON JuT FLIGHTS FROLI

AVLRE!'S, VILL ADVISE YOU OF ANY OTHER ULDTAILS WHICH BLCOID AVAILABLL. PLS

AUVISE WHAT ACTION ¥OU CONTEIPLATE, IF ANY.
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(If more space is nceded, continue on a plain cheat of paper,)
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR PREPARING AND SUBMITTING FORM

Subnit ONE clgy of the completed form to./. ‘)y 1000 hours of day

neasse e is LY he sent Unless special arrdn®nents cre made with

ATIPA Tor lsote submicgion, messeres received after 1000 hours will

no' Le sent un*il the Tollowiny coniersnca

Conplete form as follows:

Block 1. Preparing office omit., Will be completed by telecon operator.

Block 2. If a classilied messeg2, staxp In security clacsification. I
not a classified meassage, enter "Unclascified",

Block 3. Enter date the message will be sent, not date prepared.

Block 4, Enter name and symbol of sender.

Block 5. Enter name and symbol of rececilver.

Block 6. If a classified messege, enter as the first two words of the
message 'Security Information,” then proceed with the message.,
If not a classified message, omit the words "Security
Infermatien. ™

Block T. COCriginator enter signature and symbol. (May or may not be the
sem> person whose name appe2ers in Block k,)

Block 8. Coordinators enter name and symbol,

Bloclk 9, Air Adjutant General enter signature.

Bottmm of form, If a classified message, stamp in security clagssilicatien,

- | o —




. SE CUR""“'Y INFO
10 ATIMA=2C RUPPELT _
FRAOM AFOLN=V/TC FOUHNE UNCLAS
REF CSAF ITEM 7 TT 102 DTD 18

¥ TELEPHONZ AND REPORTED HIS3 - |

WS

STANOLNG IN FRONT YARD COF

3
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¥D WITH 3 FRIZNDS, INCLUDIN
WHO GAVE FIRST REPORT FIRST

!'-'l

- 5IGHTZD OBJECTS AT ABOUT 40 DEG ELIV IN SOUTH.

el w o el .

i
. B . i

BSERVID CONTINUQUSLY FOR 4 TO § SECONDS WHILE

W od

- GBJECTS CONTINUED TOWARD NORTH ON STRAISHT

- PATH AND LOST FROM VIEW AT ABOUT 60 DIG/

|

TLIV IN NORTH WHEN TREE GBSTRUCTED VISION,
0JECTS DESCRIGED AS FORMING VEE FORMATION 7

& sod e I‘ll.l

CUNSISTING OF 7 OR 9 O03JECTS PLUS CNE IN CENTER

°

ALSOUT AT INTERSECTICN OF LINES DRAWN DEZTUEZEN

--CCND OBJACT IW ONE LZIC AND THIRD 0OBJECT IN
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NESCRISIND AS ORANGE YELLOW COLOR LIGUT SOURCES

N g W —

Y e
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LATERAL PLANE DUT COULD NOT ASCERTAIN SHAPE
JERTICAL PLANE, EACH OBJEZCT SHARPL

OBJECT ZOTIMATED
LENGTH CF ONY o




FRAOREIAL AVY A INOW s

ALL OBJZCTS UNIFORM IN SIZE AND COLOR,

.

LLESCRLISED AS ORANGE Y_LLJW COLOR LIGHT sSouncss

"‘-li-“.q—g.- e - =i .

L

VLOSER TO ORANGE THAN YELLOW .,  DISC SHAPED It
LATERAL PLANE BUT COULD NOT ASCERTAIN SlHAPT
it VERTICAL PLANE, EACH OBJECT SHARPLY

ILFINZD,  DIAMETER ONE OBJECT ESTIMATED
0 BE 15 PIRCENT TOTAL LENGTH OF ONT LEG OF
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AU CONSZQUENTLY HIS INMPRESSION VERY ifaj":”

e DID 1} NOT .FE'OBJZCTS JNTIL ALNOST DxQ CTLY
CUZRHZAD AND LOST FROM VXod AT ABOUT 30
UEG-EVYEV IN NORTH.- ESTIMATES TIME OF OBSERVATION
5 OR & SECONDS, APPEARE™ TO D HAZY UHITE
SIGLE MASS OF LI"' IN SHAPZ OF ELCONGATE

1 WITH SHARP APEX LIKE V&g, G0 SOUND
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v Jsuw e L AT 1000 FT ALTe WEATHER
SALD TO BE CLEAR WITH NO CLOUDS (NOTICED AND
£4D DID NOT RECALL SEEZING 1OCN', MR "IN
APPEARED TO LE QUITE INTELLIGENT AND VERY

“m az*mzsna, g ~
JBIeneRRENy, T:LEPHONE NN O ,\
WASHINGTON EXCHANGE., STATES THAT VISION |
RATED UP TO UP TO 20/15. HE  MAD NOT SEEN LIFD

ERTICLE PRIOR TO SIGHTING, '

LETHESDA, ANOTHER MEMBIR OF GROUP UAS ALS
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III, CONCLUSIONS
l'one,
LOWNGRADED AT 8 ¥iaa5 oipar:
DRCLASSIATED ALTER 15 7H/°
DOD DIR 56200.70
T52-10839 e

(

APPEIDIX VII
Bethesda

land = 8 Aoril 1
1. D:-SCRIPTION OF INGIDENT

Four ¢ivilians reported that they observed & V-fornation of fron 7 to 9
lights traveling north over Bethesda, Meryland, at 0130 &ST on 18 April 1952,

L
The included angle of the formation or "W" wus estinated to be 40°, Therc
wvas one lizht at the apex and three to four in each leg. Each light apoveared

to be orange-yellow, circular, and to occupy 15 percent of the total length
of the leg.

The formatinn, or object, was first sighted at an elevation of about 60°
in the couth and disapneared behind sone trees at 60° in the north, The total
tine of observation was from four to cight seconds und there was no sound,

All i‘our observers were interrogzted and their accounts of the incident

vere sinilar, They stated that they had not seen the Life lapgazine article
describing the Lubbock incident prior to the sighting.

- e e

The possibility of jet aircraft in the area was checked, A siniler renort

~f light formations did turn out to be wvery probably a B-4% type aircrafi,

ovever, no jels were known to be in the area at the time of this incident.
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