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SECURITY INFO
0 ATIAA=2C RUPPELT FROM AFOINeV/TC FOURNET
ERIZFLY INTERROGATED COL JOSEPH D, CALARA,
USAF 1048 A, OF OFFICE GF JOINT CHIEFS

OF STASF RE U/I FLYING OBJECT OSSERVED

BY HIM AND HIS WIFE, FOLLOWING SUMMARY OF

SIGHTING FOR YOUR INFO AND FOLLOW UP ACTION IF YOU

TIINK WARRANTEDS

(1) BRILLIANT GREEN SHPETRCID WITH TAIL SLIGHTLY

NARROWER THAN DEAMETZIR AND LINGTH ABOUT 3

TIMES DEAMETER OF SPHzZROID. TAIL OF ORANGE AND RED

COLOR. TRAVELLING IN FLAT ARC GENERAL SW
NIRECTION ACROSS NW QUARANT OF SKY FROM 45
JEGREE ELEVADTION TO AROUT 20 DEQRTT

ELEVATION, AT WHICH POINT IT FADED OUT OF SIGHT,

S e S ROSe GEEE EES  e  a  g, ages  Ee O g s s e R e . s e

0 SOUND OR OTHER FEATURES.

7 O
(2) SIGHTED FOR A FEW SECONDS POSSIBLY 15 ™

AT

. 30 =% 2330 Z HOURS ON 29 JAN 52.

(3) VISUAL OBSERVATION FROM GROUND.

(4) OBSERVERS AT POINT IN WEST SECTION
FALLS CHURCH, VA.

(5) COL CALDARA IS USAF PILOT WITH W¥ 11
TXPERIENCE IN PACIFIC. STATES THIS OFJECT
0RE NO RESEMBLANCE TO NUMEROUS METERORS AND
ETZORITES OBSERVED 1IN PACIFIC. APPEZARS T0
5E RELIABLE, T '

COL CALDARA INITIATED ACTION THIS INCIDENT WHEN

i SAW AD IN NEWSPAPER "™ SUNDAY STAR"™

- AGAZINE SECTICN OF 10 FEB, THIS AD

5Y DR LAPAZ SOLICITS INFORMATICN OF SIGHTINGS
CREEN FIREBALLS, DG YOU KNOW IF LAPAZ IS

CiiNy PCSSIBLY WITH HOPE OF SELLING FINDINGS
D USY YOUR INFORMAL COMMENTS THIS QUERY

4OQULD 3E APPRECTIATED

*L’ i-‘xil (:: L}XSS! F ._ 5: .
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L LURKING AN USATCONTRACT SR IOING-THES ON- KI5 - -
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EXTRACT FROM SPATUS REPORT # 4

DATE: 29 Jan 52
TIIE (Local): 1830
LOCATION: alls Church, Va

v ¢

LENGTH OF TLiE OBSERVED: 15-30 Sce. =

S

SOURD: [one

_ SPxiED: Unlto

e —— e — R ———

ALTITUDZ: ,5° to 20°
- ~ey 120
HEADIIG ¢ 225
SOURCE: A Colonel | | .
ACTION OR COMIEMNTS: Green firebazll vhenomerna., MNo eonclusions, .

DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT: Brillisnt green ficball travelin: in flat arc,
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REFSRENCE IS [MALE 90 YOUR TFLECON TT 43,
CSAF ITEM 7, 12 FEBRUARY 1952, 0RJFCT HENTIONED MM |
IH GRFEN FIREEALL TYPF OF PHFNOMENA. INF ORM!‘”GN'
ATIC HAS BEEN ATTEMPTING TO GFT FURTHER ‘
INFO OM UHAT CONCLUSIONS WERE REACHED BY
THE AY CAMBRIDGE RESFARCH LABORATORY
WO [{ADE A STUDY OF THIS PHENOMENA, THEY HAVF
SUBMITTED A REPORT TO THR DIRFCTORATE OF
REGEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT IN UASHINGTON, BUT
Wi FAVE BEEN UNABLE TO GET A COPY OF
THE PEPORT,
PR, LAPAZ IS A WFLL KNOWN AUTHORITY ON
W TERORITES, VR HAVE NO INFO ONM HIMN
CTHER THAN THAT HE IS TRECHNLCALLY QUALIFIED
AU THAT HE ASSISTED THE 03I IN 1947 AND 1948
PURING THE TIRST OUTBRFAX OF GREEN FIREDALLS
IN MEW NEXICO, HFE IS NOT WORKING FOR ATIC, MOR ANY
AIR FORCE AGENCY AS FAR AS UE KNOW, .
1T I35 BELIEVFD THAT MIS FXTRFME INTFREST IN
IiTE GREEN FIREBALLS I3 PURFLY SCIENTIFIC
I THAT HE IS HEAD OF THE DFPARTMENT OF e
1XTRORITICS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MSXICO.
ATIC DOES NOT CONTEMPLATE ANY ACTION ON THIS

-
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Subnit ONE copy of tlj
nessr e iec to Le sen®
ATIPA Tor lete subniiegion, nesseres received after 1000 hours will
no* be sent until the Tollowviny conferconca

& UNCLASSIFIER

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PREPARING AND SUBMITTING FORM

completed for ATIPA by 1000 hours of dey
Unless rpecial arrangenents ere made with

Complete form es followa:

Block 1.

Block 2.

Block 3.
Block U,
Block 5.

Block 6.

Block 7.

Block 8,

Block 9,

Preparing office omit, Will be cg::’leted by telecon oap@rator.

If a classified messaga, stenp In security cieassification. IT
not a classified message, enter "Unclast cified”.

Enter date the message will be =ent, not date preparcd.
Fnter name and symbol of sender.

Enter name and symbol of receiver,

If a classified messege, enter as the first two words of the
message "Oecurity Inforcation,” then proceed with the message.
If not a classified message, omit the words '"Security
Infermaticn. ™.

Criginator enter signature and symbol. (lMay or may not be the
same person whose name appears in Block 4.)

Coordinators enter name and symbol,

Air Adjutant CGeneral enter signature.

Bottrmn of form, If a classified message, stamp in security classaificatien,

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERYV £ - ;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10
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'DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE = 3

- HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
Vi i WASHINGTON

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF
3RD DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS
1612 S. CAMERON STREET, HARRISBUR®S, PA.

IHR/mn
300 2l-8ly ¥l 28 ebruvary 1952
SUBJBCT: Green Fire-Balla Reported over Phila. e LT T e T e
Q9 Januvary 1952 _ Nl ;-_-‘{-{ T e ————— / f
SFECIAL INQUIRY , ';;; ICEr oy -"-l’f FORCE T o
f SRR TANE u plu { - -t-' f :\f':'”'_ fff"
,!?ﬂ &) 1{ ‘ln;ﬁraﬂ‘r‘!p‘) l}? A :‘j
TOS Dia'bri()t comder l | p“ l e 1:xrl hﬂ:r : l::v 11‘?:{" “I
S5th Distriot 0SI (IG) USAR | OF Sukofiupmmm s ot Dotsonsa% 1 . )
Virpight=Latterason Alr Force Base Foee ' o . _‘_-::; RO N
Dayton, Ohio . o SN B, T |
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l. Reference is made to telophone message reesived from TaJor JOHN-Fv .
O'CONNELL, wour office, at (950 hours on 27 Februa.r,{ 1952, requesting ths
geocuring of 1ni‘oma.’cion concerning a repord to ths offact that green {ire-
balls had bosen sesen flying over Thiladelphia on 29 Janunary 1952,

2 In an interview on 27 February 1952, Dr., CHARLES POLLARD OLIVIER,
Direcvor, Astronomical Obssrvations, University of Pennsylvania, furnishsd
the following informatlon:

At approximately 1817 hours on 29 January 1952 a I'IRF=-
BALL, better known a3z a meteor, appeared over lortheastern
Pennaylmia. {his meteor was bDlue=green in color with
BEroat unanimity by the obssrvers. s shbated that the brile
lancy averazad to be that asqual of a quarter moon. Ibs
visibility lasbed approximately 10 te 12 ssconds at which

- vime 1T disintezrasted not less than 50 ror mors than 100
‘mileas Northwest of Philadelphia, The general phenomena zave
a strong indication that the end polnt was low enough for
frazmonts to have fallen as nebsoritsas.

Dr. OLIVIZR stated thali ho had recelvad approsimataely
L50 veports from porsons Lfrom Magsachusebis to llaryland,
Thesge reports bavse haen in the Lorn ol phoas c¢alls, letisrs,
etos, of which approximatsly one=third have real salentifio
infornation of value,

Dre OLIVIZR gtated that he did not psrsonally obhaarva
taia nebteor nor was it obssrved by anyons from the University
of Ponnagylvania Obgervatoriss., Dre. OLIVIER gbatsd Thab there
i3 no doubt that the phenomsna wasz thabt of a Lrilliant FIRE

A — = —



300 2L-8)
SUBJECT ¢

Green Fire Balls Reported over FPhila, Pa, 29 Jan 52
SPECIAL INQUIRY

BALL or metsor inasmuch as he bas "worlked up nUMe rou s
cases of insbances of this types

Dre OLIVIER advised that a report of this inoident
will be published in a scientific journal by himself and
that the report will be contained in a Rubllcation known

a3 the "Flowsr Astronomical Observabtory" of the University
of Pomnsylvania.

%« The Philadelphia Evening Bulletin of 30 January 1952 ecarried ths
following article on the front page:

SEE A BIG MSTEOR? TELL IT TO ASTRONOMER

If you saw a meteor falling Yo The north of Philadelphia
lagt night, Dr, CHARLES P, OLIVIER, Director of the Flower

Observatory, Uppsr Darby, would like to hsar froa you.

Several persons reported seeing the phenomsnon about
6.15. Some daescribed it as a huge ball of blue and red .
flame, Obthers said the ball was gresen with yellow "tails".

All agreed it seemad to be falling straight towards the
earthe |

Dr. OLIVIER, who 1s president of the American Metsor
Sociaety, salid he had no firsbt-hand knowledze of the meataor,
Bu® he said he would like to hear by letter frowm those who
did, with a descoription of what They saw.

lis On 27 February 1952, Lt, Ae. Te MeTAIG, Intslligence Division,
Police Departmenb, City of Philadelphia and Spscial Agent ELWOOD &,
FEIT, Field Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Fhiladelphia,
Pa., were conbtacted and both advisaed that thelr respasctive offices had
recelved no reports of the firs ball,

be This case is RUC,

J TN W, Jo
ROBZRT H, RAY
. Major, UGAF
District Conmander
CCs Hq 0SI (dup)
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20

22
23
23
26
28

1 - 28 FEBRUARY 1952

LOCATION .. .~ OBSERVER EVALUATION
Gonzales, Texas Other (SAUCZR FAN)
30638N -« 140,02W (Pacific) Milisary Astro (METECR)
Dobbins AF3, Ceorgia Militavy BALLOON
Bander Abbig, Iran Civilian ILSUFFICIENT DATA
Kansas City, Missouri Civilian BALLCON
Pittsburg, Ponnsylvania Military UNIDENTIFIED

- Washington, D. C, i1litary AIRCRAFT
Craanite City, Illinois Ililitary (PADAR) 1, Othexr (PADAR MALFUNCTICN)

2 SUFFICILNT DATA

145N = 159,108 (Pacific)  Military AIRCRAFT
Korea Military (RADAR) l., INSUSFICILNT DATA
Roawell, New Msxicec Military Astro (I=ET=CR)
Virginia, Nerth Carilona ‘ Astro (MZ=TEOR)

(CARDS MISSING

Mt Diable, California lont zomery, Watkins BALLOON
(CARDS MISSING)

El Paso, Texas " (PHCTO) Other (FLAW IN NEGATIVE)
Sinui ju, MNorth Korea Military UNIDENTIFIED

36,50N « 03.50W (Atlantic) Military INSUFFICIENT DATA

TV = L3N (Near Albany, N.Y.) Military Astro (IME=TECR)

Cambells Cieek, Newfoundland Civilian INSUFFICIENT DATA

(CASE MISSING)

ADDITICNAL FEFORTED SIGHTINGS (NOT CASES)

LOCATICN S CURCE EVALUAT1ON
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