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— AN CUTSTANDING 3)yoHTING —

THE MT, KILINMANJARO TiIGHA.

PResy v my e PET B ge® e S TER BT B B TR BT gl WA ey B W e .

‘Pebruary 19, 1951, dawned bright ana c¢loor at Nairobi, Kenya,
Colony, Zast Africa,

At Nairobi West Adirport, tho rggular jh.onday morning Lodostar
was readied 2s usuzl for its mgrning flight to lo.wasa, eand soon
passongors filed aboard, littlo dreaming, cay of tihwem, of what wos To
neot their astounded eyes baruly 20 minutes latuer, '

at 7 a.m, exactly witn ') passengors and o crew of 2 aboard,
the Lodestor took ofr,

all went well until 7.20 a,m. when suddenly tne radio officsr
- drew thse cttention of his spperiorn Capt, J, Bicgnell, to o brigat
object like @& wnite star, apparently nanging wotionless casily
10,000 ft, cbove kt, Kilimunjaro., il

Capt. Bicknell's first rcaction, he said loter, was to say
nothing, Tho two watched tac stronge objgect for 5 minutes, tnen, as
it showocd no signs of vanisning, *informcd the passungurs, One began
promptly stuaying tne oddity, amazealy througn a powerrul pair of
ficld-glasses, whilst the radio offiicer flasacd an ercitca call to
- Bastleigh noarby, giving an account and description of tho thing.

Bastleigh's suggestion flashed in return wos that the object
might bu a drifting Mceteoroligicnl balloon, but checking on tnat
possibility, artor inspecting thoe ceniguatic object for sceveral nin-
utes, Capt.Bicxncll found thot tac wore he exainea it, the loess it
could possibly be uistagen for o balloon, It wos a wull silver colour
and marxed &t reguler antoervals clong the fuscloge with verticul durc
bands, The cntire cutline, he founa, was unuistakeably distinct; nor,
“tnouyn it appearcd to bo incredibly distont, wos ils snarpy outline
obscured in tho lgast detoit by intoervening hozuo,

Capt, Bicknell cestimated tng thing was over 200 1t. long, bullct-
shaped, and apparently constructoed of metal which snone bripgatly, On
first sighting it, the Lodestar was hoeadaing roughly towards it, and
watching it closaely as they cpproacihwd, Capt,Bicinell perceived anotier
detail, Tho thing posscssed a* squarv-cutl vertical fin ot ons c¢nd.
There were no signs of movement, it was absolutuly stationary.

_’Sq'it rémaincd”fpr 17 minutes, Passongers of tihe Lodester wurc
now taking turns with tho ficld-rlasses »n ¢ " twam had enmoana <A
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taking photographs, when suddenly tho cnormous thing began to move
onstitards, slowly at first, and rising as it did so, Bofore it
reacheda 40,000 ft, at which point i* s nltinctely lost signt of,
the sides of the nwesome, whalo-like ObJUCt Voryg seun cluarly f o
be without.a breag in thoir smootanSb; N a8 or porthoiu.
rolicved the harsh purity of Linc,  no unblno wounts or Jot pods
Murrbd thu }JdrfOCtly streamnliancd hU].l- e B a0 ®

Tho day bping u&Cuptlonally cloar, -tierd were no cloud iors
'mationo i evidence aunywhere, ond Capt,Bicxnill calculated that in
e 3 minutes of visible wovement, tnce butlol-shoped objuct covercad
-60 milos; that in other words, its speud coula have been nothing
short of 1,00C w,p.h., during the poriod of obsorved flight, It
l1aft behind no vapour trail and to cll who sco o it, nad ho visiblo
mcans of propulsion,

‘During an iatorvicew some days later, Copt, Bicknell said that
his impression was that the unidentificd thia, was somc King of
flving maching, and with this,his radio officer, o kEr,.D.W,lkoerrificld,
unhesitatingly agrecd., )\ '"mirage' wes suggestod as ths possciblg

‘couseé, "bul the radio officer discounted it, "“hMirages arc rorvcly
- soen without cloua®™, he stated, “nor would that cexplain the objuct's
novenicnt®, Hs communtud tnat if the object was o Ilying m“cnlnu

"it was 500 years ancad or anything we have toduy" '

Naircbi Y“sunacy Post® tne following aunauy saia: "If this

- report nad cowme frowm o fow isolatea individuals it woula soun be
discounted But it cowe from rosponsible airline officials and
ninc ordinary travelicrs", It too, diswisscea dotn tane balloon -and
'mirage' thacorics, and concluaca tnat hopes or a "notural® expldna-
tion had begun to fade  Other theorics ranged ifrom Maritan visitors
to radio-controllcd weapons, -

Fragmentary ceviaence acceruca since then increasce the sum
total of knowledge but little, U,S,"LIFE" Magazine carly in 1952,
published a sketch of the objoct, which showed it to closcly rescmble
an ordinary lipstick tube lying on its side, lore reccntly, in
connection witn learning the whorgabouts of the photorrupnq taken
from Capt, Bickncll's plane, tho australion Flying, Saucer Burcau:
learnt that "the only xnown public photopravh of the object shows
o blurrcd spot on the film", A motion picturv film takcen ‘by anotnur
"passenger was "quite cloor® wo learn, but the same roeliable sourco ’
stated, cither laconically or ouwinously, it is hard to tall which,
that "the man with film is supposcd to hoave disauvpeared,

S0 the case stands, ot prpsunﬁ olig O thne wost puzzling and
enigmatic unexplained Saucer Sightings rocordoed in  Australian
Flying Saucer Burcau FlluS '
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| | ':, 19 Februavy 1950
( Rodeo, New Moxico
ASTRO (MBETECR)

___19 Feb. 1951 - A C-5/ pilot reported a green flare or rocket observed
in the vicinity of Rodeo, N.lM. Its motion was vertical
and passed the plane at 9000 ft. Investigators believed

this to be a meteor.




