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1. DATE , 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS
(2 VWas Bolloon
1 Feb 1951 Johnson AB, Jepan 2 15 Probobly Bolioor
TR T It oF ORERAVATION |0 Possibly Ballcor
| 0 Was Ai f
Local ——— e — 0 Ground-Visual O Ground-Rador 0 P?:bal:;;rii'rcmh
CMT Ol/_J_'Z_.}:Oz CL Air- Visuo Q Air-Intercept Ruaoar O Possibly Aircraft
5. PHOTOS | 6. SOURCE O Was Astronomical
O Yes 0 Probobly Astronomical
ﬂ.Nu Ilj‘lit'\‘r_"[ D PQSlibly A"fOﬂOM'CO'
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION | 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. CQURSE © Other RIDMUTIFTED
| rL31ng D {‘l'nl::f!iciant Dato for Evaluation
A Stationa D Unknown
tlot Reported 1L or (2 or nwrul_ | IR naxy

A A T ——— A —————— A ——— = ———  ————

10, . BRIEZ SUMMARY OF SIGHTING ‘11, COMMENTS
0“& nojér’é‘e amber light off wing tip. Made 3 Posgibility of interna) reflections as

360 deg tume and light maintained position, oebject ramainted off wing tip through 3

then object moved to upper right while a/c 360 degz turns, Balloon in area, Astro
still in turn, A/C then leveled off and light | bodies visible could account for porticns
got smaller, Appeared directly ahead of a/c of sighting. 1, Balloon (Rising portien)
at this time, Then object headed toward A/C 2o UNIDIENTIFIED, Object,

rising slosly until it became too small to seel,
Personnel watching balloon did not observe A/
in Area of Balloon,
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DATE QF ReSORT . | DATE OF inFORMATION . T T iy e —
21 *3brmu'y 1951 | "’@bnm.ry 1951 l
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- 1, At approximately 1710/1 » l I‘a.:ruary ')51, n F=52 aireraft of tha 3374h
Tighter (A#) Sqradron, attached to the G1lA2nd Alr Base wing, Jor_nS(..n Alr Baas
(359 508 - 1390 25'E) took off to {ly alrborne alert, '

2, A% a positlon apmroeximately cne (1) mile south of Johnscm, hoadlng 0500
% an altitude of E000%, ‘an ambar 1isht that *mma.red to La larger than a .4Ln.-r tip
1.22% wa3 slgntad at eleven olclock Javal, The F=82 turssd loft sad the 1i7h% also
sooeared to tura loft, Throuzh a ssrlas of tarss (3) cr four (4) 340°P turns to the

jolt, the li_;ht apeearad to ramain off the 1lart winz tip, Lu«lhn.z.j it chanzad to

a yoaltion of two (2) ofelock hlzn whils the alroralt was a%ill & walag left., At
this tive the F-52 was at an eltituds of S0001, Irnedlately aftar the changs in
pasicion of the lizht, the alroraft loveled oflf hsading 1500, AZtsr the alreralt
loyesilaed off, tha 1izht appeared zrallar snd at the 12 o'cloc,k positlon, $Suddanly
the 1llght apesarad to revsrss 1%3 conrasas and hsad toward the ¥=82, Lab very slowly
aad high as il 1t wers ascending vertically until the 10 __{at vacara wo grnall Lo saa,
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30 The positlon of ths airerait ot the tlre the 1i At disappsarsd was approxi-
ataly Live (5) I:ilss south of J ohnson Alr Basa, Indicated air speed waz 200 knotas,
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' L, Pllot and radar observar of *he =82 stated that at all timeaz the 1liint
sopears=d tn have complata®*conirol of ita movemeat, AL no Lime were they abls bo

39 73 sillhcuecta,

L4

5. iaathar at time of sighting was olear with no romm. Surface winda vers
250° at ten lmots, AL E0COY winda were 3207 at 40 Yno%a ani at 14,000% winda wers

3300 at 54 knota.

5, The 'fetarnlogiecal Saction of the OAtia AAA Cun Battalion, which 13 locatad

n Jornaca Alr Baaa, ralsased a waather ba’lloon a® 1215/I en ) Pabruary 1951, ..The
m_L..on 748 viaidbla for ten (10) ninutas during wnivh time 1% ross Lo 11,000 ZTsat and
was 11,300 yarda horizontal dlstanas from the point of release, At no Uime ald tha

bt-

parsocndl cossrving tha balloon =e4 &n alreralt in its vicinliy,
:
7. The pilot und radar cbssrver staisd that thay had cbasrvad cnothar :aircru‘t
yigh was aporoaching Jomson Alr Pasa prlor To sid ;a’cin'. the 1izat, -
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8. The Tacticsl Control Cantar had pood contact with the F=82 but at no tire
. did another blip appear on the ascops,

| CORMENT

- 9. 7The time of relsass of ths weather balloon suzgasts that it was a "PIBALL"

- typa ballecon which is equippad with a candle or gometimas an electric light that can
~ ba cesn at an altitude of 30,000! by an obaarver on tha ground using n theodolit: 3, f i
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10, The suddsn changs of position of tha licht from nine (9) o'clock level to .‘
- two (2) oiclock high ray be atiributed to losing sight of tha light and 4n turn
sichbting a bright star. Tha star may have di appea.red btahind a cloud or haza causin
Lha obaarvers t.o conclude that the l1light was ascending rapldly wtil out of sight,
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| 11, 7Ths Tactical Centrol Cantar, whilz having good contact with the alreralt,
’ wonld not bo able to detaect ths balloon on tha radar acope,

12, The position of the alreraft at tha tlue the pllot and radar obaervar lost
sizht of the 1ight and the position of the balloon at the tlme the ground obsarvars

 loat sight of th2 balloon are approxinalely the sane,
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13, A chack by the 6162nd Air Bass Wing indicated that there woare no other alire-
craft airborne in the area other than the two rmeniloned,

14. This headquarters concurs in the evaluatlon as pl....cnu oa this roport by Lt.
Colonal Dowd,Intelligonce O0fficer, 61€2nd Alr Base Wing, o Colonal Dowd 13 an
e«fficiont and wall trainasd int‘-allirf:mca officar and continuall,/ exarcisaes sound and

. mature judgement in ratbera of this naturs, ) :
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DOWNGRADED AT 8 YREAR INTERVALS.
‘ N DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YBARS,
’ 5 DOY D 52005y .
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THRU THREL OR FOUR 360 DEGREF TURNS
WE GAINLD 2000" TO ALTITUDE QF 8000

SUDDENLY - = MAITER OF SECONDS

AS LIGHT WENT FROM 9 O'CLOCK POSITION
TO 2 OCLOCK MHIGH POSITION WE ROLLED
OUT OF TURN HEADING 180° LIGHT BECAME
SMALLER AT 12 O'CLOCK HIGH POSITION
AND SEEMED TO BE DISAPPEARING AHEAD
OF USs.

IN A FEW SEGONDS AS IT GAINED ALTITUDE
WE CAME UNDERNEATH THE LIGHT AGAIN,

BUT IT WAS VERY SMALL AND SOON DECAME
LOST IN THE DISTANCE DIRECTLY ABOVE US.

DOWNGRADED AT 2 YRAR INTHRU T,

DITCTARKRIKIEFND ATWTIR 19 VIdADS
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