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FINAL GALLEY PROOF

J

Galley 31—~THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS

Venus as a Morning Star

One of the “best” UFOs of the year 1950 appeared when Venus
performed in plain sight of the ATIC offices at Wright-Patterson

Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio [2, p. 103].

About midmorning on March 8 a TWA plane, coming in to land
at Dayton municipal airport, was circling to get into the traffic pat-
tern when both pilot and copilot noticed an extremely bright light
hovering in the southeast. Much brighter and larger than a star, it
appeared and disappeared in the high, thick, scattered clouds. The
tower operators, who also saw it, immediately telephoned the Ohio
Air National Guard and officials at ATIC. Within minutes the UFO
had attracted an audience of exceptionally well-qualified observers.
Air Force experts on unidentified flying objects watched it from the
ground, technicians studied returns on the radar screens at the labo-
ratory at Wright Field, and the pilots of two hastily scrambled F-51s
tried to intercept it.

The radar operators, who reported returns from both UFO and

- pursuit planes, called the pilots and vectored them in toward the
target. Both pilots could see the light at first, but when they had
climbed to about 15,000 feet they found themselves in clouds so
thick that neither could see the other plane, and the unknown was
no longer visible. Since ground radai reported that the planes were
getting closer to the target, the piiots decided to continue, on in-
struments. but they separated to avoid the danger of colliding with
each other. In a few seconds they were deep in dense cloud. Flving
conditions were far worse than thev had expected and the planes
were icing up fast. Nevertheless the pilots kept climbing until
cround radar advised them that they were almost on target. Real-
izing that if a solid cbject actually were ahead of them they would
hit it before they could see it, the pilots immediately descended to
helow the clouds and circled, hoping for a break in the overcast,
until ground radar reported that the target was fading fast. The
planes then landed. When the clouds broke momentarily, after about
an hour, the UFO was not visible.

A conference took place at ATIC that afternoon to discuss the
identity of the mysterious light and the cause of the radar echoes.
A check showed that the position of the UFO had been identical
with that of Venus. The light, the conference concluded, had been
Venus. One pilot later disagreed, arguing that the licht had not
looked to him like a planet and that if the object had been Venus
it shonld have appeared, but did not, at the same time on the fol-
lowing day. The prevailing weather conditions, however, would
have distorted the imaze and made it unlike the pale light of Venus
occasionally visible in the daytime. It was not visible at all the fol-
lowing day because of different weather conditions.

The radar returns, the investigators found, had come from the
toadadan olonde and were nnrelated to the light. Both planes had
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SURJECT Unidentified Object Incident of & March 1950
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10 FROM A"
/

MCIAXA, Col Hemstroet (to note) &£ JA.
MCIA, Col Feiling (to note) 245
MCI, Col Watson (to.-note) Va s
ucma-1 Mr. Rodgers (to |

part 15 Mar 50 commint no. ]

i

1168 W
(In Turn) Project GRUDGE)

’

1. At 1020, 8 Mar 50, Col Watson called the undersigned stating that various
reports on an unidentified object had reached his office, and that I was directed to
investigate the matter and take whatever steps I felt necessary. Col Watson referred |
me to Capt Howe, Ext &;106, and Sgt Guzi, Ext 221.0.

2. The undersigned contacted Capt Howe immediately and received the information
relative to his activities as contained in inclosure l. Following the receipt of this
information by telephone, I requested Capt Howe to prepare the inclosure as quickly s
possible in order that the facts as I received them could be recorded without distortion.
I next called Sgt Guzi and obtained information that the radar scanner that he was opera-
ting gave a signal of tremendous size and that the random motion of the signals precluded
cloud formations. He further stated that the range of the signal covered 90° and was
fram 20-40,000 distance in range. These reports varied until 11,0, at which time he
notified me that he had lost the signal because the object had come closer to the field
than fifteen miles. |

3. At 1030 various crews were alerted to accomplish the following tasks:

a. nessrs Deyarmond and Kobernuss assigned to Vandalla Airport to interrogzzlc

‘personnal reported to have observed the object. Investigation report contained in
inclosure 2. :

- b. Mr. Johnson dispatched to the radar site in Area B to investigate unkmown
radar ua..gsts. Report of investigation is contained in incloswre 5. =
» lis Col “eilin*? contacted Col Paul in Flizht Test Division to arrange for dispatch-
ing*of observation airplanes, and repaired to the radar station in Area B to utilize the
radar search facllities and a mobile ground transmitiing statiom in order that the air-
craft could be properly orientated. Arrangemenis’'withéisi Prown, Ext 20310, Area-B, we:
accomplisied to bring the mobile transmitting station into operation at the radar site,
using channel B for contact with the airplanes.

9. fne final results of the investization indicated that the object seen at
Vandalia Airport was provably the planet Venus, and that the contact with WPAFR resulte
in the radar scanning of ice laden-clouds whicnh gave rsgistration on the radar scope tr
aopeared to be an unidentified object of tremendous size. The dispatchinz of the air-
craft to the scene of the unidentified object disclosed the fact thal the radar scope !
picked up the ice 1Bd§“1,1(3]:0\1&n".\'1
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& March 1950

SUBJLCT: Report of Unldentiried COject in Vicinlty of
Wwright-Patterson Air sorce Hase

At appreoximately T:45 AJle I was inicrmed by the (ontrol
Tower, Patterson rield to search {or an unlcentiiied 00 ject
whichh was high over the field, The Tower tcla me this
otject nhad been orL5¢nally reported by two eirline pllots
to the Vandalia Control Tos:r. Tme pilots dezcribed 1t as
a lonz slender vocy at an estimated aliitude o approximately
10 UUO ft and approacihing from the north west. 3By the time

L received this informaticon the Vv anda.la Control Jower nad
tiie Object sizsnted with thelr fleld slasses.

At'approximai;l* 6210 A.lle ajor Kennecth C. Chilsirom

took off in an F-40 to ssarech for ite At this time and
for uHJroAimdte;” the next hour the Vancealia gontrol Tower
had the object visually located, and tney gave this locatlicn
as about "155-16U° bearing from the Tower", They <id not
iknow tue altlitude or mlgt;“ce f'rom Lixe staticn, ocut they
estimated 1t tC ©te at th _ei it ol the nizh cirrus cloucds
cver the field. +nese clouds were at an altitude oi 30,00U I't,
At epproxXximately ©:50 A.Me I called Cclonsl Csgood of
the Llectronic Suvclvisicn to zet any Radar ascistance the
division mizht be able to give, I clso ccntacted Captain
Wniting of the All '/eather Division for assistance o:f the
All ./eather Searci ador which is located at Janestown, Chio,
At this time, the Vancalia icwer was tll.i. in visual contact
with the object, z2nd they were ftfw_;n:;;::~-;:3u% Latonr
vaillstrom €O luS Locution, ocut tuey were unsuccsssful,
ATt cne time, Major Chilstrom saic the Tower identii'ied his
cocition as ”appafeitl; 'airly clocse tc the chject!, but he
was un&ble to ldenti "'y any object Cr boedy of any kind,
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Shortly afterwards, acuever, a Nationad Juard .....:Llou iron

J
Yenculla, Colonel shaeier, slihted an cD joet wnell ne was
on tne zround, and e ook of { in an =41 and atte. ,a..r.::d
to Tracl it, Atter he .La,.....ea.., I ta.xed to ColoOneli Sinasel'er,
and e reported to e that "he follewed 1t for 20 to 30

d

alnmites and the objsct c;d net chinze 1ts position". Decause
ot this, Colonel bShaeier taocught it nizht ve a "heavenly
ocay"es During all of this time, n:ither Radar was adle to
detect any strange oocies ¢i' any sort,

At approximately 11:50 A.lMe I received a telepnons call
from the Blectronic Suvdivision Reder statione The orerator
in charge reported to me theaet the operators had an unidentitied
object 1n their scope 55 miles east of tne station at a
relative bearing of 105° to the station. Thls ot ject nac
an echo 1Q0 mils in width. At this time I called Colo el
watson, Mllitary Intzllizgence LCivision and relayed tLis
information to h1m4

1 wish €0 report that 1 ccntacte' the sase UOverations
office at Patterson ['ield immediately aiter I uatte .nted
t0 establish the Radar szarch and ac Viqel the © |
cfiicer on duty to contact any intsrested orzgan
of either the Bese or “eadquarters, AlC.

At 10:00 A.ll. I contacted the rublic Relations
Cflicer of Headuuarters, A.C an ﬂotified the cfiicer that
a report of' an uniueatified cbject "ad been macde, I also
nctiiied this officer ci:at DOota tre bLlectriniecs Jivision
and All ‘ieather _ivis.on had assisted in tne ﬂnaruh Tor
the unlcentitied body., 7TO the best ¢l nmy knowled:;e, I co
not recall divuliing any additional inior.ation to the
‘fuclic delations OUfi'ice,

.
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED AT VANDALIA AIRPORT REGARDING SIGHTING
OF "“STRANGE OBJECT"

le iwo representatives of the Intelligence Department, Hq AMC, V=P AFB,
~Mr. Albert Deyarmond and Mr, Fred Kobernuss, talked with several peopls at
the Vandalia airport with regard to the sighting of an unidentified object on
the morning of 8 March 1980,

€. Names of people who were interrogated with regard to this phenomenon
are:s

&, Mr. George Barnes, Airport Traffioc Controller;

CAA (Dayton Tower)

be. Mr. Sherman Seydler, Chief Airport Traffic Controller;

CAA (Dayton Tower)

¢ Mr. Stevens; Chisf, Weather Bureau

d. Mr. Fordham; Weather Bureau

e. Lt Colonel Dale E. Shafer; Chief, Operations Officer,
National Guard Squadron at Vandalia airport

Je Interrogation of Mr. Barnes:

Mr. Barnes stated that at approximately 0650 he sighted an object
in the direction of E/NE; that is at a bearing of about 70°. The reason
for noticing this object was that it moved rather fast and seemed quite
luminous. It appeared bullet shaped and left a vapor trail in its wake, The
vapor trail was approximately six times the object's diameter, and the end
of the wvapor trail remained at the same distance behind the object throughout
the course of movement, ‘hen the object finally stopped it was at a bearing
of approximately 120° (possibly 180%9), and in the general direction of S/SW.
It took approximately five seconds for the object to travel from the 70°
bearing to the 120° bearing. The angle of elevation during this entire move-
ment was 15Y above the horizon. The "object" diameter seemed to be about two
feet, ALilTer the object stopped, he decided To calil several other people who
were at work at that time (abaut T:15 A.M,) and requested them to take & look
at it throuzh binoculars. Mr. Seydler, Miss J. E=3sling, and several others
came Lo the tower arnd observed the object., The sbject hovered in the posi-
tion for sewveral minutes and sesmed to be a spnsre. Its brilliance suggested
that it cauld possibly have besen made of aluminum. A TWA flight, lio. 21,
piloted by Captain D. . Milier, was coming into the Vandalia airport at
about the time this object stopped its horizontal travel. The pilot was
notified and requested to locate the object, but did not do so until he was
told ® fturn in a direction of S/SW. Pilot Miller radioced in that he had
8ighted the object but could not determine what it was. AT about the same
time L. Barnes called ths Patterson Towsr. 3y that time The object had
begun to ascend. It was kept in sight for about 25 = 3 hours by means of

-.——#"—'“_-_-— SR R —— — s A N e .. o ._.-I-

/ blnoculars, and all that time it was ascending at what seemed to be a

_terriﬁc speEElT It was deflnitely going into the wind while rising, and its
size seemsd to decrease about one-half from that when it was f{irst sighted.

At approximately 10 A.M. the object disappeared due to cloud cover closing
10 .

R A DOWNGRADED AT 2 YIIAR INTERVALS:
UNCLASSIFIED DECLASSIFIED A :"',. R 12 YEARS.
| DOD DIR 5200.10




R UNCLASSIFIED

4, Interrogation of Mr. Se

ler:

Mre. Seydler obser ved the object between the hours of 0300 and 1000,
He noted that the sphere seemed to be thin when it turned; however, he be-
lieved that sun reflection might have had something to do with this appari-
tion. e claims that the object travelled to & height above 50,000 feet
since high cirrus clouds were present at approximately 29,000 to 50,000 feet
and he thought that he noticed the clouds to bs between the ground and the
object. He could not determine the distance of the object in any other way.
He further gave information as to the strength of the surface winds at the
time. He stated that ground surface winds were south-westerly and blowing
at 25 mph. The TWA Flight llo. 21 reported high veloecity winds at altitude,
and the pilot thought they were westerly in direction. Mr. Seydler stated
that the captain of the TWA flight saw the object approximateiy 15 minutes
after the object was first called to his (the pilot's) attention. (NOTE:
Mr. Barnes omitted this piece of information during his interrogation.)
Furthermore, Mr. Seydler also remarked thmmt the pilot did not see the ob-

ject too clearly and would not definitely describe it as man-powered or
of being a type of flying saucer.,

. Interro tion of Mr. Stevens:;

Mr. Stevens came into the tower at approximately 0750 and observed
the object with binoculars and the maked eye. He stated that it seemed to

h-* — _— T — R — o,

be a very luminous disk and reminded him of a cosmic balloon. He stated

W W e — i o i E————
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that the object ascended into the wind and was under observation for approxi-
mately two and one~-half hours until cloud cover obscured it.

6. Interrogation of ir. Fordhams

lir. Fordham observed the object a few minutes after it had stopped,
(as told to him by Mr. Barnes) and continusd to watch its progress as it
ascended. His opinion was that a meteor or some other celestial body had
come into the earth's orbit and by some means or other became a temporary
satellite. He made some mention of the fact that the object resembled a
weather balloon of the type he l'ad“observed during his past years of weather

e e | B | e — - S — W — -

forooasting expericnoo.
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tion of Lt Colonel Shafer:

70 Intﬂrro

Lt Colonel S&fer ooserved people rushing past his office at a few
minutes before 0800 and therefore decided to see what the excitement was

about. He went to the tower in order to observe the object which had been
reported to be visible from there. At first sight, it impresssd him as being
no more than a star although he claims that other people observing the object
were observing various details which he could not see. He observed it with
both the naked eys and binoculars, and did not notice anything unusual adout
the object and his opinion did not waver from his original impression; that
is, that the object was a bright star. However, since Mr. Burnes, who was
the only cne to have seen the object move in & horizontal dirsction, insisted

. . - - .'I'-"" ‘f"r .
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UNCI aaaim=
- that this had happened, Colonel Shafer decided ttpohan the object in an
F=51. Colonel Shafer reported to the tower at wvarious times during his climb
to altitude and said that at no time during the c¢limb did the angle of
‘elevation (about 40°) between him and the object vary, neither did the
azimuth vary. Accordingz to Colonel Shafer, the object was at a bearing of
165-170° and no variation in this position was noticed during the entire
flight. Colonel Shafer maintains that the object was a star since its angle
of elevation never varied (that is, when seen from the ground or from the
air ), and furthermore, that its bearing of 165-170° did not change. Colonel
Shafer stated that he reached an indicated altitude of $8,000 feet but that
he could not approach the object and decided to return to the Vandalia air-
port since his oxygen supply system maintains a pressure altitude of only
35,000 feet within the cockpit. He did remember that as he gained altitude
the intensity of the object increased, but this only strengthened his
opinion that the object was & star., After returning to his office he de-
ci ded to call the University of Dayton and consult an astronomer there.
The astronomer noti fied Colonel Shafer that the angle of elevation and the
general bearing of the ob jeoct corresponded with the position of the planet
Venus at this time of year.

8e Comments of Intelligence Department Representatives:

It appears that the object observed at the Vandalia airport on
8 March 1950 was the planet Venus. Mr. Barnes, who first observed the object,
is on the "graveyard" shift and perhaps was somewhat exhausted from his night
duties. A morning mist was present on 8 Murch and this mist may have caused
& refraction of the light rays transmitted by the planet Venus thus giving
the appearance of a luminous sphere travelling at a rather high rate of speed.
it should be remembered that the object was observed before sunrise (at ap-
proximately 0650) and that the sky was beginning to become qui te bright, and
that movement of mist and/or smoke could have given the appearance of vapor
trails emanating from the objeet. After the object had apparently stopped;
kr. Barnes notified several other people sc that his story could be confirmed;
however, all of these witneszes saw the object at approximately the same bear-
ing; thet is, 160-170° and watched it ascend in a direction from li/NE to S/SW.
<his corresponds to the general celestial pa*th of Venus. It is therefore
conciuded tiat the object was, in all probability, the planet Venus, and
that some unusual phenomenom such &s peculiaritiss of light rayyf refraction
gave the appearance of a luminous sphere trevelling at high speed.

,‘S*HTMI?EU AT 3 YEAR T\:‘T}?ﬂvq‘tg\ |
DECLASSIFIED AUTER 12 YEARS,
4 - DOD DIR 5200.10--
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Inust:lptin of lhnm B.ldar 'hrgotl
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gl PR | am‘].y 11130 Al; g. laroh 19%, lra. Re L. James and the wr:l.tcr

were informed that unidentified signals of very. large amplitude: were being -
received on. the SCR=59 in Area B, 1t was alsc reported that unidentified
objects cdescribed as celestial bodies were cbserved earlier in the day, Mr.-

James and the writer proceeded to. the redar site in order to cbserve the n:lmlﬁ
and suggested that, although the: signals were undoubtedly weather conditiom

it.would be: Mﬂ.uhh to check by perfowaing an 2ir-intercdption. An F
aircraft was, victored. to the approximate location fo.th. targets and. npomd‘

back that strips of ice MW runping ‘northwest %o southeast were vi.lihhf:

.I?.

at approximately 10,000 feet. . This information ocncurred with plots obtd.nnd
by the radar forming conclusive mm« thn tno rldar urgeta were in fant

renoctimn from the 130 ladm oloudl,

2.' Ib is h.liund that the visible signting’: a8y have been due to ttw
early moming s lhi.n:lng threngh tho ice ladm olonds c.auing an cptical
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Excerpt from Daily Intelligence Brief - Secret, Auth: CG, AMC, By:
Spencer \Vhedon, Date: 9 March 1950,

L+ ANC INVESTIGATION OF RZPORTS ON UNIDENTIFIED OBJECT (RESTRICTED)

AMC investigation of reports on the presence of an unidentifled

object in the air near Wright-Patterson AF Base, on 8 Mar 50, indicates
that the reports resulted from 2 phenomena: 1ice-crystal clouds which re-
flected sunlight and registersd on radar scopes; and visibility of the
plant Venus, which 1s sometimes observed in daylight. Viright-Patterson
pilots, dispatched to search for an object which had been registered

on radar scopes, reported nothing but ice haze and clouds. Another
pilot reported an object believed to have been Venus.

The following was sent in telecon to A-2
Ref AMC Daily Intelligence Brief dtd 9 March 1950.

AMC investigation of reports on the presence of an unidentified
object in the air near Wright-Patterson AF Base, on 8 Mar 50, indicates
that the reports resulted from 2 phenomena: 1ice-crystal clouds which
reflected sunlight and registered on radar scopes; and vislibility of the
plant Venus, which is sometimes observed In daylight. Wright-FPatterson
pilots, dispatched to search for an object which had been reglstered on
radar scopes, reported nothing but ice haze and clouds. aAnother pilot

reported an object believed to have been Venua.

'PICLASSIFIED

-
.

g 9 \, " ..\ I':I..

DO\VNGR:\DEU :}. _[ S YuAl
SO ASSI.[:II‘_.L} £) 1 ; ': _1
— DOD DIR o2




T TAEY TR T T "

S P I .
.‘ﬂl LR L S B B

" -
. . &
l-' & '-"J, #I
-'t:. - |
-y . )
] ..
,‘ | .' L] ‘ : L]
-
L
- PO » -
AT i
i 1
. ‘o ' :1':‘
" »

12 Apr S0

Eoco-t thic ntorhl ﬁ:nhochd dy elec- Ho. 1

_ t_rod.cl p.dph.-lﬂ‘ ntion be tabn as you deem approe

"’,;.prlato. Y “"‘"’"“‘ 3
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| 'f- .ppur to be the-logical office for action., If you concur, adequate backzround
information should be furnished for their vnreparation of the indorsement,
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le Torwarded fm!‘ comidoration as not ad ia para 2

Vomment No. 1.

2« Datailed study has been made of attached letier and 2
4nclosures from Continental Alr Command. 7inal analyses
were delayed awvaiting receipt of twenty-four hour weather renorts for 8 and 9 Mar
1950 for Celfridge AF3 area. e

3« Attention is invited to recommendation in para 5, page 2 of balic letter,
It is recommended that the following information be incorporated in reply to
Continental Air Command's recommendation:

a. Concur as follows with conclusions reached by Continental Alr Command

in regard to inecident descrided in bdasic letter and its inclosures:

(1) "the magnitude of the wvelocity and accelerations of the thrse
dinensional movements of the 'object? reported are beyond the
. Capability of known heavier or lighter than air vehicles in

- econtrolled flighs.*
44 (2) ."supporting this is the fact that the ‘object’ was recorted es
_ r-hing atationry in fne space for a mean-period of two
. > "'""" - M“.i

De There is a conflict in data on the incident; ons witness states that
tho incident occurred on 8 March (see Incl. 3, page 2, 1st para.) and other vit--
ness stales incident occurred on 9 March (see Incl. 1, page 1, lat paras)::

Ce What is Delieved to have heen a similar ineidont. also obumd b,v
radar {3C3-584),0ccurred at Wright-Patterson AYB on the moraing of 8 Mareh 1950.
At approxinately 0740 two airline nilots renorted that they had seen a long
slender dody at about 10,000 ft appromhing from the nortawest. The object was

Eichd up by observers at the Vandalia control tower who oY%served the object
inoculnr: The control tower vectored an 7-80 alrcraft to the approxizate

3 UNCLASSIFiED

o2 of

4

position of the 'object'! but tae pilot could see nothing al=-

though the control tower was still in visual contact with it.

Later, an FP=-01 attempted to track the object. It could not

intercept it. Iuring this tize radar had not Leen atle to detect any strange
objects of any sort. iowever, ai adout 1130 hours signals of large amplitude
were being received on an ICP-584. An P=-80 was vectored o the approximate loca-
tion of the targets and reported back that strips of ice laden clouds running
northwest (o southwest weres visidls at approximately 10,000 ft. This iaformailon
concurred with plots obtained by the radar and gave conclnsives evidence that ths
 radar targsts were in fact reflections from the ice laden clouds. The earlier

" visual sightings were apparently due $o the morning sun shining throngh the

| '__‘*':’-;i.'ieo laden clouds causing an optical illusion.

d. Although the ‘object® odeerved om radar at Selfridgze AFB wvas
characterized by velocities ranging froa zesro to approximately 420 mph, and
erratic changes . in altitude which showed no intelligent mansuvering, the obdser-
vations could easily have besn ths result of turbtuleat conditions in 4ice laden
ataosphere. A study of ths weather in the Selfridge A¥B area during twenty-four
hour periods on 8 and 9 March shows that such turbulent conditions could have
- prevailed. Such conditions are not unusual for that time of year,
| 2, As 1n the case of snch ineidents sxamined in %the nast, there has -
been n0 avidence $hat nunnsual ohservations have Deesn the resmit of a2 new technoclog~
ical advancement Dy an alien pom.s. In every case wvhere thers has Deen suffl-
cient usadla data, 1% haa Heeny T8hat a seeminzgly nmusnal ohservation was the
result of migidentification. It was for this reason that rsquirements for
special investization of such incidents and the entirs "Project Grudge* (unidenii-
fiad asrial odjects) were cancelled by Hq. USAF earlier this year., The discontin-
nance 527 szacial revortianaz and considerazion aas a0 stonved 5he rsvorts 2f such

DOWNGRADED AT 2 VRAR INTERVALS.
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incidents. Cursory sxamination of such revoris as have come %0 the attention
of Ha. UTSAYT have assrely confirumed the conclunsions which 2 (continued

Justifiad discontinuance of the speclal considerations once

iven thea., Hge. USA? has outstanding requirements with all commands, domestic,

and overseas, for the collection of techaical intelligence. Thase are con-
tinuwously re-emphasized and focused on priority items,

PDOTYNGRADRD A

’ : = S . ;
~d o B =k NF - . ) .

11?:1"1' 1\'*-1 «t e d ) ~J ) el
t_);..j .__r'ha. lu_.-.....-ll o e . - Lo - -

UNCLASSEF]ED DOD DI 220u.ll

Y % |TFT™™ 4 T™ "‘\'F'!""!"" > %



4 .
-
'
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Telecon No. 241 18 Apr 1950

:L:.:C ltem ll
From Lt Col Linstrand HCIA to Liaj Boggs D/I- rdq USAF

The following reports of an unguided object in the vicinity of V<P
AF3 are forwarded, reference telephone conversation Maj Boggs 17 Apr:

Report by Captain Hobert M. Howe: § lar 50:

"At approximately 7:45 A.M. I was informed by the control tower
Patterson Field to search for an unidentified object which was high
over tine field. fTlie tower told me this object had bheen originally
reportea by two airline nilots to the vandalia control tower, The
pilots described it as a long, slender body at an estimated altitude
of approxiiately 10,000 feet and approaching from the lorthwest. By
the time I received this information the Vanaaiia control had the object
sighted with their field glasses,

"At approximately 8:10 A.l. lajor Kenneth C. Chilstrom took off in
an F=-80 to search for it. At this time and for approximately the next
hour the Vandalia control tower had the object visually located, and they
gave this location as about 155-160 degrees bearing from the tower.

They did not know the altitude or distance from the station, but they es-
tinated 1t to be at the height of the high cirrus clouds over the field.
These clouds were at an altitude of 30,000 ft,

"AU approximately 8:30 2M I called Colonel Osgood of the Electronic
subdivision to get any radar assistance the Division might be able to
give. 1 also contacted Captain Whiting of the all weather division
for assistance of the all weather search radar which is located at
Jamestown, Ohio., At this time, the Vandalia tower was still in visual
contact with the object, and they were attempting to direct !fajor Chilstron
to its location, but the; were unsuccessful. At one time, liajor Chilstrom
sald the tower identified his position as'avparently fairly close to the
object' but he was unable to identify any object or body of any kind.
Shortly afterwards, however, a National Guard pilot from Vandalia,

Colonel Shaefer, sighted an object when he was on the ground, and he took
of f in 2 F=-51 and attempted to track i1t. After ne landed, 1 talked to
Colounel Shaefer, and he reported to me that he followed it for 20 to 30
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ninutes and the object did not change its position.' Because of this
Colonel Shaefer thought it raight be a''heavenly body'. During all
of' this time, neither radar was able to detect any strange bodies of
any sort.

"at approxiaately 1lli30 Al I received a telephone call from
the Tlectronic subdivision radar st~tion, The operator in charge
reported to me that the operators had an unidentified object in
their scope 35 miles east of the station at a relative bearing of
105 degrees to the station. Tuis object had an ecnoilQ) nils in
width., At this tine I called Colonel "Tatson, !"1litary Inlelligence
Division and relayed this information to him. ".i '3

"I wish to report that I contacted the base operations office at
Patterson Field irmediately after I attenpted to establish the radar
search and advised the operations officer on duty to cantact any
interested organizations of either the base or Headcuarters AMNC.

R "at 10:00 AM I contacted the public relations officer of
HHeadaouarters AMC and notified the officer that a report of zn un-
identified object had been made. I also notified tnis officer that

: poth the electreonics division and all wealucr dlivision had assisted
in the search for the unidentified bedy. To the best of my knowledge,

+« 4o not recall divulgirig any additicnal informaticn to the publie
relations office.”

Heport by Mr. Jaunes an' Mr. Johnson, 9 llar 50:

" At approxinctely 11:30 Alfl,, 8 Larca 1950, lr. i. L. James
and tne writer were informed that unid=ntified signals of very large
amplitude were deins receilved on the 3Ci-52i in Area B. It was
alsc reported tnat unidentified objects described as celestial bodies
viere observed ecsrlicpr in the day. Lr. James and the writer proceeded to
tne radar site in order to observe the signais znd suggested that,
aslthougntthe signals were undoubtedly weather conditions, it would
be advisable to check by performing an air intercseption. 4an F-80
alrcraft was vectored to the approximate location of the targets and
reported back thzat strips of ice lad=n clouds running nortinwest to
southest were visibie ol appro:inctely 10,000 ft. Tihnis information
concurred with plots obtained by *h~2 radar forming conclusive evidence
that thie radar targets were in.fact reflecticns from the ice laden
clouds.

"It i35 believed thut the visible sigatings ey nave teen due to
the eardy rnorning sun shining througn the ice laden clouds causging
an optical illusion.”
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Lhases—
Ob]ect Says
It Was Star

!

“I feel darn foolish about this

whole thing . . .

“I'm convinced I took off and

went chasing a star or some

kind of celestial body.”
That's the way Lt Col.

Shafer Jr.,

pilot, last night described

in the sky over the Dayton Mu-
nicipal airport.

“I was having some coffee
when word came from the con-
trol tower that some kind of an
object had been sighted,” the of-
ficer explained. “A short time
later—about 9 a. m.—I was up in
the sky trying to find out what
all the excitement was about.”
Like Evening Star
“I saw it, all right . . . a light
about the same_ as you see when
you look at a star in the eve-
ning.” |

He flew his fast F-51 fighter
' slane to an altitude of about 38,-
Y0 teet and was probably the
.ast person to actually see the ob-
" ject because ground observers re-

Dale
air national guard .
his
“flying saucer chase” yesterday
when a strange object was sighted

Ll

Appecred To Mowe

Likew s, Sherman Sevd'er,
coaef tower oper nmr tor the CUA \
u ho also nbserved the ‘spot in th
- sky"™ said that it appearcd to
move,

One observer described is: ““The
thing looked like a bullet and it
left a vapor trail behind it”

Another person said: It 1+‘-nmwl'

to suddenly stop then made a
long sweeping climb.” |

Adeline Rudick, a TWA ticket-
counter empiove said when she
first saw it the thing appeared.
in the sky—"like a bright and
shiny dime.”

Shafor said he called Dr. Louim

Saletel, dean of science at the
Unweuity of Dayton and asked
him if it were possible to sece a
celestial body in this position and |
at the particular time of day. 1

The officer said the dean re-
plie¢: “Yes.”

Last night, Brother Saletel sakl
“Vezus is very bright these days
and Lit is entirely possible this
planet might be visible durlng the
daylight hours.”
Investigators At FieMd

Late yesterday afternoon inv
tigators from Wright Field we
at the airport interviewing th
Air Guard officers and othe
personnel who said they had see
the object in the sky.

The “investigators” moved about

-

almost as mysteriously as th
mysterious object itself. They
fused to zive their names to any
outsiders including the press and

pilot said. the "
y seemed very ‘secretive
“That’s why I'm convinved that about their mission.

it was some kind of a celestial] "5 0 " 5T .
- , e operatives said he
body and not a flying saucer,” the| ..o snnected with the “office

officer sald. *“If it had been a s al investigation” at Wright
saucer it would have unquestion- r';:ﬂ_ e .

ably shown some novement.” It was also reported that twol

George Barnes, airport control | jet plane pilots from the AMC
"~ tower operator, who first re-| flight test division took off and
ported seeing the object in the | tried to locate the “thing.” Aec-
predawn sky was quoted as say-
ing he saw “deflinite mvemem;

townul the southwest.”

 ported it disappeared behind a

'dwa Lank.
' “It didn't wiggle one iota,” the

DA\‘JTQU JOURNRL—
HERALD 92MARCO

cord!m: to PIO sources neither of

“Flying Saucer” Didn’t Wiggle;
Airman Believes It Was Star

“I feel darn foolish about this' 000 feet and was probably the
whole tiing . . . ’lut person to actually see the ob-

ey ‘ject because ground observers re-

I'm convinced I took off and, iported it disappeared behind a
went chasing a star or some kind cloud ..ank.

of celestial body.” “It didn't wiggle one iota,” the.
That's the way Lt. Col. Dale|pilot said.

Shafer Jr., air national guardl “That's why I'm convinved that
- pilot, last night described hl! it was some kind of a ce! estial
“flying saucer chase” yesterday body and not a flying saucer,” the
when a strange object was sighted  officer said. “If it had been a
in the sky over the Dayton Mu- saucer it would have unquestion-
nicipal airport. ably shown some inovement.”

“1 was having some coffeel George Barnes, airport control
when word came from the con- tower operator, who first re-
trol tower that some Kkind of an ported seeing the object in the
object had been sighted,” the of-  predawn sky was quoted as say-
ficer explained. "“A short time ing he saw “definite mmcment
later—about 9 a. m.—I was un in' toward the southwest.’ .
tha sky trying to find »Hut w‘wat Likewise, Sherman eydier,
ail the exq:ement was aboul.” chief tower operator for t*-e C\A;

*Y saw it, all rizht .

s .0 lic:ht who aiso observed the ‘spot in the |
about the same as you see when sky” said that it appeared to
you look at a star in 1he eve- move,

ning."” One observer described is. e
I Te-rtr® his fast F-ol [ighter thing looked like a bullet and it

plane to an altitude of about 38,-{left a vapor trail behind it.”
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