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THE INSPECTCR GENZRAL
OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

SPOT INTELLIGENCE REPORT

3 FEB 1880

SUBJECT:  Unconventional AircrafiowNGRANID AT 8 VEAR [NTERVALS
SPECIAL INQUIRY DECLASSIFIED AFTIR 12 YEARS.
| . ROD. DIR §200.10

1. This report pertains to the sighting of an unidentifiad flying
object, similar in structurs to the so-callsd "Flying Dises," by Captain
G. B. BDVARDS, pilot, Captain THERCN C. FIHREVACH, co-pilot, and lst Lt,
JOIIT He VAN SANTEN, passsnger, of C-=45 type aircraft en routs fron Pope
Alr Force Base, Fort Bragg, North Carolina to Bollingz Air Force Bass 5
washington, D. C.

2. Captain G. B. ED7ARDS and Captain THERON C. FEHIEVACH were
interviewed on 30 January 1950 in their office, Room 1C 1066, National
Defense Building, Washington, D. C., and gave in substance the following

information concerning the incident:

as On Tuesday, 24 January 1950, whils en route from Pope Air

Force Base, North Carolina, to Bolling Air Force Base, Washington, D.C.,
in C-45 type aircraft llo, 7122, Captain THERCN C. FEIHRIEVACH was first to
notice the unidentified flyinz objsct. FEHREVACH stated that the C-45
was pursuing a courss of approximately 26° at 5,000 ft. when he first

noticad the object slightly to the left of the courss and about 2,000 ft.

higher at a distance of 5 to 10 miles from ths C-=45. The objsct was

ap proximately 7,000 ft., just above the top of the cloud level which was
at this time approximately a 5/10 cloud covsrage. It was darker than

the clouds amd easy to distinguish as not being a cloud. “Then first
noticed the object was pursuing a course between and above two rathsr
large cloud banks, which were estimated as being two miles apart. Tha
objact moved from ths left cloud to the right cloud twice and naver at
any time did the objsct show any radius of turn. It moved to a stop
and proceedsd back again vath a2 fine horizontal moverent, at no time
varving vertical in an assent or dsscent motion. At this time Captain
FEFREVACH showed the unconventional aircraft to Captain TDWARDS who
immediately altersd his cowrss sors 6 degrees and clinbed to 7,000 I,
to be horizontally on the same levesl as the object. The C-4L5 pursued
the object at approximately 160 miles per hour with a 20 mils tzil wind,
The C-45 at no time could overtake the objiect and at all timss 1t ssemed
to stay betwesen 5 to 10 miles directly in front and at ths sams lsvel as

-

aihe C=L5. At this time FEHREVACH had the passengsr, Lt. Van SaliTIN, visw
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After a minute and a half ths object was again sizhted at the same
distance (5 = 10 miles) at approximately 35 to 45 degress to ths right
of the course pursued by the C-,5. The object then cama back to a point
immediately in front of the C-4\5. Before assuming this course t he object
scemed to oscillatas to the right and left, a distance sseming to be about
one or one and a half distance of its width. 7hen assumingz the course it
appeared to disappear directly in front of the C-45 by increasing its
speed until it was invisible. The entire incident took place in approxi-
mately 15 minutes. Captain FEHREVACH and Captain EDWARDS stated that they
had been airborns some 35 or LO minutes or approximately 1650 when thay
first sighted the object. These two pilot officers further voluntesred the
following infarmation:

(1) The object was clearer when first noticed than at any
time during the folloving 15 minutes that they could
focus on it. The unconventicnal aircraft apneared to
be hemispherical or spheroid in shaps of approximately
200 to 250 ft. in diamster. The object apnezred to be
flat on the bottom, but this is further explained that
the bottom half of the sphere could have been obscured
due to a black trail which appeared to follow the ob-
ject., This black trail apneared to be tiree to four
times as long as the cbject was in diamster precipitating
at the end of the smoke trail. (1-25 minutes precipitation
rate) At no time during the viewing of the object was it
nossitle to determine the actnal structure. The black
trail was very pronounced at the bottom. As proclaimed
by Captain EDTARDS, the object looksd liks an oversizad
narachute with a large black object hanging below it,

The smoke trail would lag behind the objeci no matter

which direction it moved.
(2) The atmospheric conditions were as follows:

(2) The free air tempsrature was 15 to 18 dsgrces
centigrade,

(b) There was approximately 5/ 10 cloud coveraze.

(¢) The visibility was practically unlimited up t
a heavy haze that was pronouncsd in ths vicinity
of the mountains west and south of the course
pursued by ths C-45.

(d) The sun was at aporoxipmately 220 to 230 dsgrees
- . - v : S .
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(¢) 1lNo contrail or vanor trail othar than the blaclk
smoke was observed.

(3) The object maintained a fins smooth movement vhich
appearsd to be capabls of speeds from nothinz to more
than 300 miles psr hour. It moved with and against
the wind at vdll and could not havs been mistaken for
a cloud, metsor or czlestrial planst. Due to the
speed maintainsd by the C-,5 the objsct could not

have been some sort of aerostatic 1ift or it would
have bzen overtaken.

(4) The only tactics or maneuvers noticed were horizontal
and at ons time oscillating.

(5) In reference to the support the object could have,
according to FIHRIVACH,resembled what possibly t

B-35 (the flyinv wing) would have looked lilke from
astern at the same distance.

(6) It is noted that Captains EDWARDS and FEZHREV.ACE insist
that the C-45 was never at any time close enough to

determine the structure, support, propulsion, lights,
sound or actual shaps of the object.

(7) Captai EUTARDS stated the incident cccurred in the
area cf Blackstone, irginiz, or epproximately 37°
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regarding his ooservation of the unconventionzal au.rcra £t con 24 January
"“"O. The interview took place 1n the office of VA S:un._..u, Room 1E 873,
aticaal Defense Building, Washington,

3. On 31 January 1950 lst Lt., JOEN H., VAN SANTZN was intervisewed
un v
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De Co it J.“J SANTZN preparesd an

*mlgneu statement concerning his ObS'::'?‘a':-lOﬂS- Tois statemsnt 135 inserted

as 2 matter of record into this report and states as follows:

a. "On Tuesday, 24 January 1550, I returnsd to Tashington D.C.
from 'T‘e"*porary Duty at Ft Bragg, Fayetteville, North Carolina by caiching

a transient Alr Force iircraft (C-L5) at Pepe iir Torce Base Travelling
to Do __ling Aiy Force 2ase.

"ifter approximately 45 minutes ﬂ.""ln tine from Pope AFB

wvnile &t 5,000 fect altitude and 1645 hours the co-pilot called my altten-
tion to what at fl I assured to be anotrer alI‘CI‘a.ft widch I could have

st
estimated to be LC miles distant. Taere viere no clouds in our inmediate
L ...."_.... ,-.: - ' i™) o™ » - - g T e el o - -; - - ™ r - ﬁ J, “-_1 _'!"'- - :i "‘I"'l'r -
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Mountain rangs to our lzfi front, ths direction In which Thls 0o, 30T was
ssen, there were billowy white clouds, Ths object was over tnsse clouds.
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After watehing it for several minulss it moved approximately 12 degrees
o tie left very rapidly. Then it seamed to be travelling da.ractly

ay from us and disappeared into the clouds. Several minutes later

t reapreared approximately 30 dsgrees to the rignt of the spot whers

¢ disapmreared, although at a seemingly greater distance away from us,
here it stayed awhile without moving to either zide and then I lost

3 b sight of it. I did not see it again although I kept a sharp watch.
e\ Then the object moved it seemed to wiggle slightly although at that dis-
g tarca it was barely visible. Thers was no evidence at any flame.
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"I cannot describe it more accurately and will not venture any
Juess as to what it actually was. I would not say it was not another

aircraft of a raw t{p although it seemed much to large at that cdistance
for a conventional tTyne aireraft.” _

b In addition to ths prepared unsigned statement, Lt. VAN
ANTEN volunteered the following information:

(1) The object could not have been a cloud, nmeteor,
celestrial planet or aerostatic lift.

(2) Estimated the distance between the object and the
C-45 as 40 miles; with altitude of 5,000 ft. and
directly horizontal with the C-45.

(3) Estimated the tine in sight to have been 15 minutes.

(4) Ths apoearance of the opject was definitely a dark
sphere shaped solid body with no apparent wings,
stabilizers or otner means of support. The distance
veltiieen The objsct z2nd the C-45 was to great to dster-
mine the constructicn, ~rcpulsion or sound. VAN SANTEN

was quite certain tners was no smoXs, contrail or vapor
trail lzft by the objact.

(5) Conceming the tactics or mansuvers VAN SANTEN stated
that the objsct was a fine smooth moving craft which
at all time s seemed to horizontally remain at the same
altitude and was at one instance noted as oscillating,
and was definitely evasive in that the C-45 could not

overtake it .,

Le It is noted that immediately after the incident Capiain ED7TARD3
radioed (VHF) Blackstons, Virginia and mede incquiry of the control tower
onzrator if any report had bzen rade of the unidentified aircraft. Vihen
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informed that there had been no otier reports, and when cqueried, SDVALRDS
indicated that he did not wish to report the incident through AACS.

5« In relation to the three officer observers the following infor-
mation is offered to aid in evaluating the credibility of their statements:

Qe

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

(5)
(6)

(7)

(8)

Pilot of C-=L45 aircraf

Name of Observer - Captain G. B. Edwards
Address - 755 Barley Walk, Falls Church Va.
Occupation - Flying officer
Place of Businsss - Statistical Control USAF
| - Rm 1C 1066
VNational Defense Bullding
.W&Shington, D.Ce
Pertinent hobbies - Claims flying as a vocatlon and
avocation.
Ability to determine - This officer has been f{lying
for several y=ars as a Coubat Flying Officer armd othesr-
wise, as such, has been accustomed to conventional modes
of aviation, climatic conditions and normal observations
from t he air.
Reliability of ocbserver - The past flying experience
and evidence indicating that the observer 1s not an
cpportunist or glory nunter substantiates his reliability.
Degree of fatigue and duration of fliznht atiime of sight-
ing in cases where observsaer is airoorne. The aircraft
had psen airborne approxinately 40 minutes when the
cbject was sighted. The turbulance was mild and the
flying conditicns wers good. Trere mas no indication
that atl that time of day shouwld the I ssrver e suffering
from some cther fatigue. (slespiness, hangover etc.)

b. Co=-Pilot of C=L5 alreraft —

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

ON\n
~

Name of Cbserver - Captain Theron C. Fehrevach
Address - Box 770 Les Boulevard, Falls Church, Va.
Cccupation: TFlying Officer
Place of Business = Statistical Control, USsF

Rm 1C 10566, Naticnal Defznss Bldgz.

'!Ta...;ﬂlr‘g o, D.0e

Pertinent Hobbies - Flying
Ability % determine - This officer has beean flying for
several years, as a combat flying officer and othsruises,
as such, has been accustomed to conventional mcdes of
av:y.atlon, clL.atlf‘ conditions and normal observations
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(7) Reliability & QPbserver - Ths past flying experience
and evidence i1ndicating that the observer is not an

opportunist or a glory hunter substantiates Iis relia-
bility.

(8) The degree of fatigue concerning this observer is the
same as indicated for Captain EDTJARDS in par 5a(8).

c. The passenger of C-L5 aircraft ——

(1) Name of Observer - 1lst Lt. John H. Van Santen

(2) Address: 1211 N. Pitt, Apt 33, Alexandria, Va.

(3) Occupation = Officer, U. 8. Army

(4) Place of Business - Amy Courier Service, Rm 1B 878,
National Defense Bldg., "Tash., D.C.

(5; Pertinent lHobbies -~ None

(6) 4bility to determine - Has flown at least one weak out
of every month far the past year. Recelves non-rated
flying pay.

(7) Reliability of observer - This officer is very sincere,
conscientious, and observing.

(8) The degree of fatigue concerning this observer is the

same as indicated for Captain RBDITARDS in par 5a(8).

6. The interviewed officers appear to be very sincere and nmature,
Zach of them seem to have had snough flying hours to be amply trained in
cbservation and descripticn. It is further ncted that the officers,although
coonerative in discussing Lhe incident, were rather reluctant to initiate
the report themselves, This being accredited to rscent opinion both pro and
con by wvarious individuals through ponular newspapers and magazines. Each
of the three officers, when queried as to whether or not they had read or
wers Inluenced by an article written by XEIH(CE which appearad in the 28
Decamber 1949 issue of True Magazine, stated Lhat they did not read the
articie nor were they influenced by the public opinion of the article,
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