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| DO Al14, LO.RY AF BASE

SIGITING OF UNIDENTIFIED FAST LOVING " PERIOD i

FLALE AT LOYRY AF BASE, by lst Lt. © 19-20-23-24 Jan 1950
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SYNOPSIS
Investigation requested by CG, Lowry A" Base. Unidentified fast
moving flame or light was reported to have been observed by Lit. A. P, TEBB,
1859 hours, 18 Jan 50 while flyinz in vicinity of Denver. Investigation
disclosed WEBB and six (6) other pilots flying in four eircraft observed
similar flame or lizht,at times varyinz slizhtly. All observers described
flame or light in similar terms and zave its course sensrally as southwasterly
All four military aircraft were airborne in different locations and on
various headings whon the obsarvations were made by the nilotas. Lowry Radar
- inoperative, 1800-2030, 18 Jan 50. Lowry AFB Training & Operations personnel
... advised they had?%oon notiried of experimental aircraft in area, 18 Jan 50.
- Observations plotted and continuation of course suzzest flame or lizht
headingz towards Holloman AFB, liew llexico. WNo gzround observations of the

fleme reported. Jlieather conditions clear, visibility unlimited.
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1 DETAILSS.: = UNCLASSu- EG

AT LOVRY AF BnSE DE‘WER, COLORADO

1. Thia 13 a. joint invectigation of Shooz.al Azent r"tED';'...‘?.ICK K. ..mc-mza
and the writor. .. -
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L ity 2.' ’ Thza investig&tion wa.s predioated ucon tele vhcmlo resort by ]st Lt

7§ VARTHUR 2. WEBB,%
_:'-*_,-*-4,,. who advised that"rhile-.flying :I.n the vicinity of Denver during the svening .

8 'TEBB was ""interviewod:*nnd stated suostant‘lally as follo*-mz sf“BB

-s, not estimate the- distanoo to the flame from his aircraft,.but. estimated
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142A, 3415th Student Officers' Squadron, 19 January 1950

F* of 18 Jmuyulaso he obaomd a flm'e ‘mOve, ACross the sky at a high rate
“of sneed. 2 et g i /A
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and a Lt. DRYSDALE were flying a T-6 and when they reached & point about
" 15 miles southeast of Denver, he - ooserved an unusual spectacle. He saw a

lon** streak of f‘;l.a.nc cylindrioa.l in shane, rounded at the front and tapered ..

towards the rear. It was of a white reddish color with more r=d ian the .Lron.j.
WEBB stated that it moved.on an estimated heading of 200 dezrees at a hizh

.rate of spesd without apparent chanze in altitude or course. ¥E33 could

 the length of it as 100 fest.. The flame remained in sight for about 5

seconds and then faded out. The altitude of' the flame was estimated as
-, -about 5000 feet higher than the-observer. TEBB was unable to sse any

run.nmﬂ' lightl, silouatte or othar f‘eatures. ViZBB noted ne t:.:ne of the

20 obser ation wal 853 hou a.f_ gt et gl s ol 3 st e
. "" , O Be y k—— oy ." ~‘:: "7*'-1: it o d iy + il :.
‘ A lst Lt DOUCLA.a R... DF’ISD¢HE A0 75583395, 3416th btude'xt O"ficers'

Trainin;_., Squadron.. stated substantfe.lly the same as ViZ3B., DRYSDALE described
“the flame in the same zeneral .terms as TWZBB but added that it loonkad just
. like = shooting; star on a flat tragoctor‘y.... -.a-ccording to DRYSDALZE the

' tirne of the oBservation was 1905 and he estimated the flane to be at an: s APLE I8 A _‘
o altitude 1500k foet nizher. than the Py } e, s e

-
.

S 5., u‘L‘BB and D‘!YSDALE' both 53.79 their aircraft headln;. as-190- de ?rees g
+~ and their altitude &as 8500 feet. " Both stated they were.on intervhone and °

thus noted no unusual radio no:.ses at the time of the ohsmrvatlon. - Both .

L " ,H,J' p].lous s’cated ‘l:hey had never sou a comnarable 31°ht R e ;_,':' SRy
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7 Ce Cao‘ba.m H.' 7. DAY IL‘L A0 559076 Fq & Hq Sq dron, 3415th /Pechnical
‘. Trainingz Wing; and 1lst Lt. ROBERT ‘F. ROMBERG, 16301A were 1 lyinz a C-47

¢ .= aireraft in the vicinity of La Junta, Colcrado on the sveainz of 18 January

B ~+1950., DANIEL and ROMBERG were interviewed and both stated that thev had

otserved a flame or 1izh t-msﬁ.ng across thes sky very fast., DANIEL sam thse

flame appn=ar at his laft and move across nis path., e nu”?ed R0LEERG who
th2n saw the f'lame too. DAVIEL and ROMBIERG watched the fleme fade out at

.i..\.-ﬂ-

their rizht, DBoth pilots estimated the Ilurne to be on a heading of 200

W oe

-
dezrees. The flame was descrived by both 25 lisht blue with 2 tinze of
oranze and quite lonz., Doth stated they c:::uld not estimate the size of the
'_______—__—.J '-1 (. -

flams or .55 distance {rom their aireraft, Thevy astimated the altitude

of sno flame slightly hi:zher than that of thelir alircrafit. <hia L-47 was on
| St Ok Do 200 \ ! AQQIDTID
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~ DETATLS (cont'd) .

A huding of 110 do rrees and an altitude of 10,000 [eet. The ilame was

sizhted at 1905 'and was visible for 15=20 seconds. DAVIFL stated the C«47
“was about ten- ‘minutes.out of La Junta and ROIBERG gave the poaition as ha1£
way bo"w“n Calaradn Springs nnd La Junto.. B .

' it

74 Captu:bm JOEN W. ,muz AO 827009 and u.a.] or LYNDALI.. R AVERY ’

*"

-

e s 793&, S5416th Studon;t Officers' Squadron were flying a C-47 type aireraft N

ac %n.g;,lﬂv&l flight
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af"'on the evonin; -of " 18 Ja.nuary* 1950. KREITZ stated in an interview that he
‘observed" wh'b*.lppearod. to be a metoor but. larger and slower and:. muntaining
wsvKREITZ described it as’ a flame,:r lizht blue to white in color,
-""“L"‘_,timilar to thmt*-& an-oxyzen torch. : The ,fla.mo was at an estimated altitude
esiof 25 000-30';1000' feet and moving faster then. jet-flight. KREITZ ‘estimated

_ ”"' ““the distance: 'frm his aircraft to the flame as 35 milos. " The C«47 was at

.- 9000 feat’ orr c heading of 60 degrees at a point about 35 miles northeast |
2o of Akron, Colorado when the obaarvatlon was made. The time was 1500, K’RBITZ

‘h

- stated ths. flam& was apparently travelling on a heading of 240 des'raoa and

T -was visible for about 15 seconds oef‘ore 1t faded out.. Iiajor AVIIRY did not

soe the flam

YRR Captain’ JOHN L. BHLINGER, AO 665025 and lst Lt. CLINTOW C. LiGG,
A0 20855029, both:of the 34168th Student COfficers' Squadron, were interviewed

| Wi 1 January 1950. Both Dllots advisad that they were flyinz; a T-6 tyve-

~alircraft at an altitude of approximately 10,000 feet on a heading of 60
1, @egrees when.at 1858 hours, 18 January 1950; 2t a point approxmately one=-
“ half way between Denvar and Akron Colorado, they observed a flame traveling

"+ . .at a hizh rate of speed on'a course of- approximately 210 de'rreea.' LEGG

": -. -_ .‘ “faded {rom view. ELLINGER estimated tha lon*....-. 2> be 59 feet and L..Gf"

’;""1;-: el 9. The. positions anc hea.dinu'a of ‘chs ?cur aformmtlonaa ai*oraf{;

3 "' stated that. he observed the flame for sbout-20 seconds and ELLINGER stated
. that he observod it 5-8 seconds. Both pilots estimated tne altltudo of the
flam& at 12, OOO feet. DBoth dasscribed it as brizat s five to -

‘ten miles away and *-alnuain:.nv' a straizht even course. The flame merely

estmated it to be 50 vards. | N - ST e G
‘g _ ' | | _.:'...l""' - " vy o2 1,‘ :-.: 5 e i*:;:._.- o » be 8 o .

wsre pictted om an over=-lay of Seﬁ'tn.or'al Asromauti calHCharts, Trinided
5", (8=2); Denvar (T-4) end Cheyemne (U-4). ‘Adjacent to each aircraft an arrow
-" was olotted. to. show the apnrcxmats nosition and headinr of ths fl!me Ihen

obsarved by The pilots of ‘the respective aircraft.. J.ha aircraf’t are ;-

‘. numbered on the overlay and carriad pilots as follows:

4 '50.(1) KREITZ and AVERT® . NO. (5) WEBB end DRYSDALE
“N0w(2) DAYIEL and RCK3ERG 0. (4) ELLINGER and L3GG

10, 'Afonedk'wibh the Deaver Bomb. lot, Zet. A. 39024 Hadar Bomb-Scoring'
- 93., disclosed That their "adar was nov opsrating between 1800-2030 hours,
18 January 1530. '

11, A check with 3ase 0n erptions, 3415th T’echm.cal Training '.}"in-" 5
iraininz and Cperations, and "'11. zht Service Ssction, all of Lowry AFB,
failed to ravaal aay - 3sord of notice of axderinontal zlreraft in vnes '1::“33..
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~ DETAILS (cont! d) |
- 12. ex’cmaion of ’che course of the flam"o*'as slotted in DO ¢

7+ area sup esta it would pass. over the area in viecinity of‘ dollomen Ar‘

A- = 4 a ' . .-- I.
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ot New 1 exico...l__.‘,.;;f_.;::w_.ﬂ. e A R ot O R
X .::'4: & 18 ..Toa.thor oonditionl tn area of. obsorn’cion, eveaing of Ja.:mary

2%, 18, 19.3) were cleer and. viaibili"'? unli*ni ved.”
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