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Date of Observation 20 July 19l9

Exact Time (local) 2100-2130P

INCIDENT NO,

Date of Interview

L16

Place of Observation Vieinity Portlund, Troutdale & lt. licod, Ore,on

Position of observer Alr and in tower
What attracted attention to object
Number of objects 1

Apparent size

Color of object See #23
Shape
Altituds 2,000«6,000 feet

Direction from observer
Distance from observer
Direction of flight of ebject(s) East

Time in sight

Speed 0-210 MPH
Sound and odor

Trail

Luminos ity

Projections

Maneuvers

Manner of disappearance
Ef fect on Clouds

Additional information concerning objcct

(over)

laneuvered and hovered in viocinity for 30 minutes like helicopter

Object displayed 2 red and 1 white lights

Woathor Conditions SKY clear, visibility unlimited
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Pagc 2 Incident 1'16

‘iS;."utCh LLL:.:LC&’ lcrtldnd’ Crt:f
iortland, Ore.ou

v Py y PYortiurd, Lro oc
. (llld. V'reion

ame and addrcss of obscrver: Capt @EESNMEp /0

— —— “
. -

Occupation and hobbicusg

Pilot Ni airlinos

Tower Operator '

Cive Instructor Pilct |
CAA Tow. r Opar.tor :

Comments of Interrogator rclative te intelligence and character of obscrver(s)g ’

ITARRATIVC SUMMARY s
General romarks: .t approximately 2100P Portland Tower reportea to Flight Service

that an object displaying two red lights und ore white light was seen hovering just
south of the Columbia [{iv .r where the Bomnmeville Pover lLines cross the riv:.r. it

appear-d to drop two white flares and seemed to euse closer to Portland. The object
hovered in this area a_proximutely thirty (30) minutes ana then aisappearod to the east.,
Believing the objoct might bo an aircoraft in emorgency, Portliand Tower stucgea four
inocoming airliners ovar the airport. The pilots of these four airlirers saw the

object and their nauncs and addresses are available from .ir. ~

i'-'---‘ il & -

Captaindillliy the pilot of a llorthwest airlire liartin 202, roported that
while approaching Portland from the east he noticed what appearea to be arn aircraf<t
displaying two red lishts and one white light. Sinco this was ncnstandard lightin;
C:.ptain ‘watohad the objeot v.ry closely. Iliis sighting of this object was at
2110P at ar wltitude o: six (6) thousand fect and he was approximately five (5) miles
wast o Stevenson, nashington, lle reported that the object was behirnd him and vlishtly
to the left and mairtaired thut same position u:til Troutdale. ' hen over [routdale
Captain "Vl heard Portland Tower giving irstructions to other aircraft to hold
over the airport because of an unidentified flying object dropping flarvs. Upon
Upor heoaring this information Captain Thrush turned ons hurdred ard sighty (120)
degrees and atte.. tucd to intercept th: flyin: objeot displaying the two red lights
and one white light that had bsen following hime He reported thut this object then
turned to the southeast and appeared to pull away from hi:: quite easily. C.ptain

SR rojortod that his irdicutc¢d airspeed was two hundred and ten (210) miles peor
hour while he was tryin; to intercept tho ob jeot.

ol roported that he saw the objoot while in the traffic pattarix
pattern in Troutdale, Oreson. He was flying at an altitude of ore (1) thousand three ,
(3) hu! drod feet indicated and reported that the objeot appeared to be five (5) hurndred i
: to eight (8) hurdroed feet above him and at an ostinated distance of twenty (20) miles |
.~ to the east, |
f'- The only .ir Force airoraft in the vicinity at the time was a B=29, AF 7759,

who was ovor Portluny at 2130P at an altitude cof seven (7) thousard five (5) hundred
feet, northbournds The pilot was questioned and stated thut he did not drop any
flarcs and did not oircle over Portland and did not see unything unusual.
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MCCHORD FLIG-T SURVICZ CEITLR

lleclhord Alr Force Base
washington

1l August 1948

\

SUBJECT: Unldentifiled I'Lving Objects

TO: Commanding General
Air llateriel Command
wright-FPatterson AF Bese, Ohio
ATTE-TICN: ICIAXO=S

le The following report of sigihting of unidentified fly-
ing objects 1s subnitted:

Location and time of sighting: In the vicinity

of Portland, Oregon, Troutdale, Oregon, and llount Zood, Oregon,
from 2100P to 2130P, 30 July 1949,

Weather at the time: Sky clear, visibllity un-

Names, occupations, and addresses of witnesses:

(1) Captain W pilot llorthwest Airlines,
address Nortiwest Airlines Dispatcna Office,
Portiand, Oregon.

(2) M; Tower Operator, Portiand
Airport, rortliand, Oregon.

(3) * Civilian Instructor

Pilot, West Skyways, Troutdale, Oregon,

% Portland 6, Oregon,

S, C.. Tower Operator, Porte-
land Airport, Portland, Oregon,

Ire has the names and addresses
of four other witnesses of this sighting.

(4)

Photographs of objects, 1f available: Photo=-
graphs of objects are not avallable,
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E SUBJ O Unidentified F.L'ying Objec ts

e ©oKotcnes of object's confipuration: Sketches of
objecect's conifizuration are not available.

fe« Object sighted:
(1) Number: One.
(2) Shape: Undetermined.
(3) Size: Undetermined.

(4) Color: Object displayed two red lights and
one whlite lig:t.

(5) Speed: Vias from zero to in excess of two
hundred and ten (210) miles per hour.

(6) Heading: Object maneuvered and hovered 1n
the vicinity of Portland and Troutdale for
a period of thirty (30) minutes and was last
seen proceeding east.

(7) Maneuverability: Object seemed to be able
to maneuver as a nelicopter.,

(8) Altitude: Two (2) thousand to six (6)
"thousand feet.

(9) Sound: Not reported.

(10)

Exhaust trall or not: Not reported.,

//fﬂﬁi . General remarks: At approximately 21002 Fortland
Tower reported to rlight Service that an objezct displaying
two red Lights and one whits light was seen hovering just
south of the Columbilia River where the Bonneville Fower lines
cross the river, 1t appeared to drop two white flares and
seemed to ease closer to Portland, Tlie object hovered in
this area approximately thirty (30) minutes and then disappear-
ed to the east, Believing the object miznt be an aircraft in
emergency, Portland Tower stacked four incoming airliners over

the airport. The pllots of these four airlincrs saw the obiect

“

and the lr names and addresses are available from i
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TClI 452 1l Augzust 1949
STBJECT: Unldentified Flying Objects

* Captain YWl the pilot of a liorthwest Airline
S rcported that while approaciiing rortland from the
east nhe notliced what appeared tobe an aircraflt dis,laying

two red lights and one whiie light, Since this was nonstand-
ard lLighting Captalin watcned the object very closely.
His sighting of this object was at 2110P at an asltitude of

six (6) thousand feet and he was approximately five (5) miles
west of Stevencson, Vashington. IHe reported that tho object
was behind him and slightly to the left and maintained that
same position until Troutdale, '/hen over Troutdale Captain
Yt .card Portland Tower giving instructions to other air-
craft to nold over the airport because of an unidentifiled
flying object dropping flares., Upon hearing this Information
Captain turned one hundred and eighty (180) degrees

and attempted to intercept the flying object displaying the
two red lights and one white light that had veen following
him, He reported that this object then turned to thes south-
east and appeared to pull away from him quite easily. Captain
@R reported that his indicated airspeed was two hundred
and ten (210) miles per hour while he was trying to intercept

the object.,

Mr. 3. rcported that he saw the object

while in the traffic pattern in Troutdale, Cregon., IHe was
flying at an altitude of one (1) thousand three (%) hundred
feet indicated and reported that tihe object appeared to be
five (5) hundred to eight (8) hundred feet above him and at

an estimat-d distance of twenty (20/ miles to the east,

The only Air Force aircraft in the vicinity at
the time was a B=29, A 7758, who was over lPortland at 2150P
at an altitude of seven (7) thousand five (5) hundred feet,
northbound. The pilot was questioned and stated that he did
not drop any flares and did not circle over Portland and did

not see anything unusual.

Lt. COlo ’ USJW
Commanding
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Wlwrine Triscs, leport of
(a) CMC Conf Ltr Cp322V Pli=3/21, ser 0l,22P32 dated |y llov 17

Tn accordince with reference (a), following information is submitted:

At 2100 hcurs on 30 July 1749, '..wetx-;eenn 28t 2necton, ans
Troutsdale, (reron, a yroup cf unicentified lirhts were si-nted

b Morthwest Airlines nilot m,
Fortland, (reron, while cn a routine flignt from Takima to
Portland. W stated t:e objects could have heen twic cr “aree
planes flvings in verr close fcrrmation, howerery, Lhe rec ll -nts
were on the wrong sicde for airverne aireraft. en'GR:ircl-
ed the field tc await ianstructions for landing, Lhe cuject coanpec
course about 50° ancd left the vicinity.

ne co=pileot of tne g'lane,-, also of iortland, sizgnheo
the lights but was not avnrilable 'or incerview. “
CIA traffic contrcller on duty irn the control iLower of the airvort
also ovserved the ooiect. “e'ﬁortcﬁl‘" coserved frcom the
ground tower. A :cording' to “’Lume d the 23 r'_'*:rt,
snotlicht on the object, waiich he thoucht at tiic time vas a heli-
copter, tc nelp guide it Lo a landing. “owever, i e cciect
disappearec at a high rate of speed and neadec in a soutneastclly
direction when the lisht was focussed u-on ite A cescrivtion of
conditions are as follows:

weather: Clear,nhowever object was sighted afier sundovme :?j
| | a0
Sketches: Vone, since darltness prevented acequate ob'servation. E;ﬁ
S
Shape ana size: ‘ot cetermined becuse of carikness, g::;té
_ . . =P
Color: ited lights steadr, white 1li;lit on occasion. -9
SR
Speed: wo hmundrec miles per houre. na*‘!
3’“2
. . . - r " -~
Heading: Vhen first seen a»nroximately 2L0°l. .hen last seen =g
over Troutsdale, 50°T. T‘here was no change in the o

lighting with the change of heading.
Maneuverability: Course and elevation did not change rapidlye.

Altitude: o©000 = £000 feet.

Sound: "lone observed - other s unds in ovn plane wculd have
onsecured ScCundsSe

UNCLASSIFIFTD ey

Exhaust: 'one observed, e . a1
”" . :':« 'l‘ "na ::";.; n _ “F o ; \ f : l':r ”‘g .m'f t*?; 'a . :e“ a q r '
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UNCILASSIFIE
AIR DEFENSE COMMAND

25th AIR DEFENSE DIVISION (TFF)
P.0. BOX 909, EVERETT, WASHINGTON

0I 350,09 Q fupurt 16/6

SURTECT: Project "SIGN"

o

L

TO: fcg;manding General

Air Materiel Command
Pricht-Petterson Air Force Base
Pevton, Ohio

Attn: MCIAXO-2

Commancding General

Continentel Air Commend

Mitchel Air Force Bage, New York
Attn: Director of Intellirence
Chief of Staff

United Stetes Air Force
Weshington 25, D.C.

Attn: Dir of Intell, Peaulrements Div
Commending Generel

Fourth Air Force

Hamilton Air Force Bese
Hemilton, Cslifornia

Attn: Director of Intelligence

In compliance with per. 1, ConAC Letter 200.1, 25 Merch 42, -
and per. 5 #nd 6, Letter Fourth Air Force, file 0I-250.M9/2, drted w
12 Feb 49, the follovring informetion es relsved to this hesdquerters —
.via the District Intelligence Officer, Thirteenth Nev2l District, is
submitted:

"At 2100 hours on 30 My 1949, betveen Stevengon, e ching-
ton, and Troutedeale, Oregon, 2 group of unicdentified licshts were

sighted by Northwest Airlines pilot iGN, GEMEIINRRS-

entilllldy Portland, Oregon, while on & routine flirht from
Yekima to Portland. Thrush steted the object could hesve been two
or three planes flying in very close formstion, howvever, the red

lights were on the wrong side for eirborne aircreft. Vhen Thrush
circled the field to await instructions for lending, the object

changed course about 50° and left the vicinity.

The co-pilot of the plane,-, also of Portlandi

gighted the lirhts but ras not available for interview,
s CAA traffic controller on duty in the control tower of
the airport also obseryed.tho‘quect. Basforc revortedly observed

‘-’Irv\_,i_-'.t. ' :;:".'["‘r-
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&:}ject’ PrOJPCt l'l:l“‘

from the ETOWu,, ¢

eirport SPotll..,,

WaAsS & hPlicOp'“‘ "\
object disapye.,, ' '

!OUthensterly ”“~1.
description or ., ' ‘!

~““h '

Ebathert Cl@h| .
Sketches: None . ; & ':““ P
°hape Cels siZﬂ' \1.‘t

Red ]q“::

Two Piaes -\

"hﬁn tl‘

over ..

licht 1,
”bneuverﬁbilitv, L
flfitllde: 6000. . :\“‘ i
Soundg NONP ﬂh,‘\\\

obscuy, : “'»
1PXhﬁuat3 None obmuu?lh‘

Ay iy .

s

\

\ .

' eniide it to & lending.

9 Aur 49

‘“ecording to Thrush, Basford turnec tre

‘“ject, which he thought at the time
Hovever, the

‘~h rate of speed and hencded 1in a
“" en the light wee focussed upon it.

cre as follows:

£

M ject was sichted after sundowvn.
\-egs prevented adecusnte observetion.

=~ <ned becauce of darkness.

. ™, vhite lirht on occaeion.

‘e per hour.
roroximately 240°T, Vhen last seen
€00T. There ves not chrnge in the
"« change of hesding.
~¢ elevetion did not chenge repicdly.

~ther sounde in ovn plene would have

\

~

P 7

. ¥D H. GALLIFNNE
Me jor USAF
Intelligence Staff Officer
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