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5. LENGTH GF OSSERVATION |11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS i

- 15 seconds Size was the same as an F-82 at traffic altitude. Color.w§s ;
"~ 6. TYPEZ OF OBSZRVATION white, incandescent., Iooked like an owl or sting ray iisa. |
Object flew a straight course and faded from view in the SW. t
. Ground-Visual ,
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I{NCIDENT NO.,  Ll2

Date of Observation 24 aly 12,9 Date of Interview
Exact Time (local) 21,00
Place of Observation airfioild, Ohio

Position of observer Ground -- vatching sky.

What attracted attention to object
Number of objects 1
Apparent size of F=i2 ot troffis altitude (1000)
Color of object T/hite, incandescert

Shape of snow owl or stinc ray fish (without tail).
60° = 65° (1000 feet)

L5° &

apparently 1000°

Altitude
Direction from observer

Distance from observer
Direction of flight of ebject(s) 'orth to South

Time in sight 15 Seconds

Speed

Sound and odor 350-400 WPH - (125 in 15 soo)

Trail Ncne
Luninos ity
Sece shape

Projections

Straight flight.

Maneuvers

Fadod in distance into SW.

Manner of disappearance
Effect on Clouds Fo clouds
Additional information concerming objoct
Yleathor Conditions Clear

(over)

-
m——
\
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'INCI_ASSIFIED

Like cloud finder or. thir white oloud.

¢ D July 4'5)
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Page 2
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car

- ’ FH'LI" © .1C
l'ame and address of obsorver:

Dist Conmdr (QOSI

Occupation and hobbius:

Comments of Interrogator rclative te intelliguncu and character of obscerver(s) s

NARRATIV. SUMMARY s
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HEADQUARTERS UNITE' T[ATES “ArR=FOF
THE INSPECTUL. GENERAL YT

OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATION s S
REPORT OF INVESTIGAT ! ON wibewus Lo CLEVALAND, S/A

TITLE

UNCONVENT IUNAL “ il RAFT
Sighted by ram 5

on 26 July 1949 at Bellinghauw,

ol ~

REPORT MADE AT
DU #20, kcChord AFB, . ashincton

washington

CHARACTER

SPECIAL INQUIRY -~ UNCONVENTIONAL AIRCRAFT

~ | REFERENCE

None - this is an initial report

SYNOPSIS

y

N\

Investigation requested by Commander, DO #20, NcChord AFB, ‘vash-
ington. The object was stationary during the ten seconds it was sighted,
It disappeared by decreasing in size. Investipgation determined that there
was a broken overcast at 7,000 feet and scattered and broken clouds at
3,500 feet., A celling light is turned on at the Bellingham Airport, Eell-
ingham, Yashington, by the CAA Station attendant to determine clovd forma-
tion., -may nave seen this light reflected off one of the scattered
clouds, Only one known aircraft in the vicinity at the time of sighting.
The planet, Jupiter, located at an altitude of 20 degrees above the horizon

directly scuth from Bellingham, .ashington, was shining intermittently with
a yellowish-white to orange light,
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DETAILS:

l., This investiration was recuested by the Commander, D. ,,<C coiord
& . ) b
AFB, .iashington, predicated upon receipt of information from lst I1t, WZZRT L,
KUNZMAN . AC=20271L43, 318th Fiehter Sauadron, VcChord AFE, to the effect (hat
b 0 | ) )
Bellinghamr, ,ashington, sighted an object which

) J v

appeared as a burning aircraft at A*rrovlnatel” 0010 hours, 206 July 1949, Tt

was like an air Poil, colored red-oranze, and appeared to be atations rv with

- elevaticn aprroximately 15 degrees from the observer, directly south, Tt was
observed for approxinately ten seconds, then Aisappeared by deﬂ”ﬂac*L; Lo 8lze,
elavation remaining the same. The ﬁHJPcf was also observed by GLRaD's vwile,

2. This is a joint investication of Special Agent JCSEPH C. LecDilHTL,
CARTZIR 0. COCPER, and the writer,

AT BELLINGHAN, ASHINGTCN

3¢ Vil 30 auovset 1949, ur, “Vas interviewed bv ..:.."‘ac.: al
Agent JOSEPH C. kCDESHGEW, 2teigiiiinnenent@W® Scllingham, .ashincton, and
the following information was obtaired; <@l ctated that on 26 ;,..llJ 1949
at approximately OO45 hours, [acific Standard Time, he and nis wife, <N
&P were returning to their home by auto, traveling north on Lorthwest .oad,
approximately six miles north of Eellingham, gsashington. GHPPn2de a <0
degree tura tc his left from Northwest [io2d on to Smith RJoad, traveling shout
fifteen rpiles per hour, For no narticular reason, he glanced tc his left and
rioted an object which appeared to ce a burning aircraft. Lowering the car
window and continuing to watch the object as he drove, WP ui-ed it to be
the approximate size of the fuselage of a C-47 at the distance of six wdiles,
The object appeared to be at an approximate angle of 15 degrees zbove the
horizon, and was egg shaped when first sighted, He watched for approxinately
ten seconds and the shape changed to circular prior to its disappearance, he
described the color as red-orange and a lighter shade of orange near the edges,
The outline was sharp and not distecrted, The object was stationary with no
visible means of support. 4 observed no smoke, odor or sound. He stated
that the sky was overcast, but there was a 100 toc 1 chance that a2 clear cut
opening in the overcast may have revealed the object for the ten seconds it was
visible, The moon was not visible at any time that evening prior to or after
the sighting. 4 Pvwas not able to determine the construction of the object
or of what material or substance it was composed., The object faded from view
by decreasing in size, ~s wife saw the objcct for approximately three

seconds, ®

Special Agent XERLE L., CLEVELAND conducted the following investigation:

Le Mr, O, w, BLANTON, Acting Officer in Charge, Civil Aeronautics Ad-
ministration, Bellingham Airport, Bellingham, washington, was interviewed on
22 September 1949 at his office and securing the weather report for the 26th
day of July 1949 noted the weather observance made at 0030 hours: 7,000 broken;
3,500 scattered; 15 miles visibility; pressure 14.,9; temperature 56 degrees;
and surface wind, south, 5 miles per hour", BLANTCN further stated that a
celling light is used to determine the altitude of the clouds., This stationary
light is turned on twice each hour durins darkness while the weather is actually

being observed, The light is very powerful and the beam is projected straight
upe The weather report indicated that =:0LZ 5 f made on the lower clouds at
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the 0030 hours observance, BLANTON advised that sometimes these clouds give
off a redish color during certain atmospheric conditions or there is smoke 1n
the air, He stated that he did not have a record of the winds aloft, but said
information could be obtained from the United States l.eather pureau, gScattle,
washington, He also checked the reccrds of the Airways Communication Station
and stated that no contact was made with aircraft in the vicinity between the
hours of 0001 and 0100, All flight plans are filed with the airways Communication
Station and the aircraft normally contact the station when they are flying in
the vicinity. This includes military and civilian type aircraft which are
equipped with radios, excepting chartered commercial aircraft., BLANTUN advised
that there has been some local night flying by civilian aircraft located on

the field; however, there would most certainly not be any at 0OO45 hours with
weather conditions being such as they were. BLANTUN further advised that
Canadian aircraft are requested to contact the Bellingham 3Station upon entering
the United States,  and the records did not indicate any such contact,

5e Mr.” Station Agent, United Airlines, Bellingham, .ash-

ington, was interviewed at his office at the CLellingham Airport on 22 September
1949 and stated in substanee: The station is closed during the night; however,
one of their aircraft flies over the vicinity a2t approximately 0020 hours each
night, The aircraft normally fly at 5,000 feet, weather permitting. He further
stated that if all lights were turned on in the passenger compartment of the
planes, they could not be seen from the ground. The exhaust flames may be seen
from the ground if the plane was flying very low; however, he considered it

doubtful,

’

6. l{r..'as re-interviewed on 22 September 1949 at hls home and
questioned regarding the possibilities of the sighted object being a cloud
passing through the beam or light being projected at the CAA Station at the
Bellingham Airport, and he stated as follows: The object appeared, or seemed to
be, over the Bellingham Airport and that he has observed ceiling lights at
Boeing Airport, Seattle, washington, on numerous occasions and noted their effect
upon the clouds, He did not believe that the object he saw was a cloud, but
admitted it could have been, He reasoned that the color was too bright and
the sharp outline cof the object was too clear. [He considered the possibilities
of the cbject being a brilliant star, the moon, or a flare, then frankly admitted
that he could not identify the object as being anything he had ever seen before,
He stated that he was very exhausted at the time he sighted the object and
that he was not too alert or observant during the ten seconds the object was in

Bight *

AT EVERETT, WASHINGTON

T A . s AR W e

- 7. Major WILLIAK R, FELLENBAUM, Commanding Officer, 25th Air Division,
Everett, .jashington was interviewed at his office on 22 September 1949, by the

writer and he advised that the radar detachment maintains a log on unidentified
objects that are picked up by the radar. This log was checked and revealed no

information regarding objects that were sighted in the Bellingham area between

0001 and 0100 hours on 206 July 1949,

m
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AT SEATTLE, WASHINGICN

8., Mr, L. J. SANDSEGRET, kap and Plotting Department, United Gtates
weather Bureau, Seattle, .ashington, was interviewed on 23 September 1949,
at his office and he stated as follows: The Patoosh Island Station would be
the nearest station to Bellingham, .Jashington, which records the winds aloft,
SANDSZEGRET secured the records and from them determined the following informa-
tion recorded at the Patoosh Island Station at 0100 hours, 20 July 1949: ".inds
at 2,000 feet, direction 270 degrees, 13 knots; 6,000 feet, 240 degrees, 4
knots; and 9,000 feet, 310 degrees, ¢ knots", OSANDSEGHET advised that no weather
balloons are sent aloft from the Bellingham Station,

9” Associate Professor of Astronomy, University of
dashington, Seattle, .J/ashington, was interviewed by Special Agent CARTER O,

COOPER, at his office’ on the campus, 23 September 1949, and the following

information was obtained. wletates that at O0L5 hours on 26 July 1949,
the planet Jupiter was located at an altitude of 20 degrees and directly south

of Bellingham, sashington, The planet at that time had a magnitude of "uinus 2¢
which would make it 6.3 times brighter than Vega. The color of the planet was
yellowish-white to orange, depending upon the atmospheric conditions. The
professor stated the planet would come into view and then fade out at jrregular
intervals,

10, The following information is submitted relative to the observer:

Name : g™
Postal Address: ‘HNEDAEESamenm SN, 2shington

Occupation: Storekeeper; partnership in retail grocery store with
brother,

Place of Business: “, Bellingham, ./ashington

Hobbies: Flying - 4aSlRLs a light plane pilot and is familiar
with airborne objects,

ABILITY TO DETERMINE: Lr <QUiRstated he holds 2 commission health
certificate with the rating of Airman /2., He

added that he was returning from work and that

he was completely exhausted. To the writer,
*ppeared to possess average intelligence,

character and integrity.

CLOSED
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