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10. CONCLUSION

‘ ' Disappeared behind cloucs,.
(5. LENGTH OF OOSERVATION 11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS
Observer sighted an object that was white with a greenish

Astro (STARS/PLANZTS)
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| tinge. It was shaped like a fuzzy star. The object appeared
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I wear glasses, bifocals, I turned and shifted my head to make
sure that the phenomenon was real. I lowered the window another turn or
two. The patches remained. 1 was still unaware that the phenomenon was
exceptional until the southern object suddenly disappeared. 1 then asked
the driver to stop the car, but the northern object vanished at that
moment. The northern one had been slightly brighter. At maximum
brilliance the patches must have been of zero to first stellar magnitude,
The color was white possibly with a greenish tinge. They endured for
about 4 minutes, during which time the c¢ar, travelling at 50 miles per
hour, covered at least 3 miles, During that period, I am sure that the
direction of the object did not change by more than 29, I would prefer
to say that the change was not more than 1°, With a base line of 3 miles,
this latter figure indicates that the objects were at least 180 miles away,
that their separation in space was at least 9 miles and that the diameter

was about 3/4 of a mile.

There is a bare possibility that the patches were clouds, but
the behavious was unusual, to say the least. The whole phenomenon is
puzzling. It may have some simple explanation, but there seems to be
no completely satisfactory theory available., I report the event for

future records,

Harvard Observatory
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INCIDENT NO.

l. Date of Observation 12 uaz ]glg Date of Interview
0915-0950
3, Place of Observation Holloman AF Base, N.le

2. Exact Time (local)

L, Position of observer Ground in auto

5. What attracted attention to object Ihile watching moon

Number of objects 2

7. Apparent size

1/1; Dia. of moon estimate 3/4 mile
g, Color of object vhite with greenish tinge

Like Fuzzy star s
10, Altitude 2=1,° above Horigzon

11. Direction from observer Eagt

9 o Shape

-

12, Distance from observer 180 miles avay

17. Trail
18, Luminosity 0 1ot Stollar Kagnitude
19, Projections
20, Maneuvers
2l, Manner of disappearanco
22, Effect on Clouds
23, Additional information concerning object
2l;, Woather Conditions Pull moon sky bright
‘ (over) TR )
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HOLLOMAN AIR FORCE BASE
ALAMOGORDO, NEW MEXICO

REPORT OF AN UNUSUAL (?) NATURAL (?) PHENOMENON

TO: WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

On the night of May 12, 1949, while enroute from Holloman
Air Force Base to Alamogordo, New liexico, in a two-door sedan, I noted

an atmospheric or celestial (?) phenomenon that I have been unable to
explaine I am still not entirely convinced that what I saw may not have
been an optical illusion of an unusual character,

Shortly after leaving Holloman Base, 1 looked out toward the
Sacramento Range, to the East, The time was about 9:30, possibly as early
as 9:15. 1 was watching the moon rise. At the moment, the moon had an
altitude of perhaps 150 — 18° above the top of the Sacramento ridge. Ths
moon was nearly full and the sky was bright. I was interested, therefors,
to see a bright star, perhaps 6° -~ 80 East from the moon., I wondsred what
the star was. Vhen the sky is so bright that the fainter stars do not show,
I find it hard to locate the constellations, The star had a faint reddish
color,

As I watched for a minute or two, I became conscious of another
star considerably nearer the horizon, The star had a fuzzy appearance,
caused, I thought, by low-level atmospheric haze. As I watched I noted,
within half a minute, a second star about three degrees to the South of
the first, I think the Northernmost star appeared first, but am not
completely sure,

: My first impression was that the stars were Castor and Pollux,

3 of Geminl, Both increased in brightness rather slowly, which was not sur-
prising for a pair of stars rising. 1 watched for perhaps another ninute
and suddenly became conscious of the fact that the stars couldn't have been
Castor and Pollux, because Gemini is in the tiest rather than the East,
Furthermore, the size of the fuzzy images bothered me, They were, as far
as 1 could tell, very nearly identical in diameter, which was about one-
fourth the diameter of the full moon. The following plicture, drawvn from
memory about 12 hours later, depicts the approximate circumstances:
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The fuzzy stars were three or four degrees above the horizon as defined by
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Comments of Interrogator rclative te intelligence and character of observer(s):
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HOLLOYAN AXRR FOACT BASE
ALAMCACDO, N&T KIXICO

REPORT OF AN UNUSUAL (7) NATUAL (%) FUINCHENCON

TOs WHCH IT AY CONCERN

On the night of liav 12, 1649, while enroute from ollomn
Ay Foreo inse to Alanocorco, ..ov .exico, in a twoedoor sodan, I noted

an atmoopheric or celestial (%) rhencmenon that 1 have bsen unabvle to
axplaine I am still not ontiroly convinced that what 1 saw may not have
been an optical illusion ef an unusual character.

Shortly after loaving Holloman Pasa, 1 locred out tosmrd the
Saeramanto lanto, to the .ast, 118 tiug wap nbout 9130, posasibly 29 early
as 93115, 1 was wmatching the roon rise. At the noment, the moon find an
altitude of perhaps 150 « 189 above the top of the lacramonto ricsd. 1he
moon was nearly full and the sy was brizht. I was interasted, trerafore,
to see a btrizht star, perhaps OV « 8O Zast from the moon, I wondored b
the star was. hen the siky is oo briyht that the fainter stars do not stow,
I find it hard to locate the constellations. The star hed a faint reddish

color.

is I watched for a cimito or two, 1 became conscious of another
star considerably noarer the horizone 7The star had a fuzzy appearance,
caused, I thoucht, by lowelevel ntoospherie haze, A8 I watched 1 ncted,
within half a mimite, & sccond star about three degress to the South of
the first. I think the lorthernuost star appesred first, but am not

completaly sure.

iy first impression was that the stars vere Castor and rollux,
of Cemdni. ZSoth incroassd in brihtness rather glowly, which was not sSune
prising for a pair of staras riain, I watehed for rorhaps another ainuta
and suddonly btecano censeicus of the fact that the sinrs couldn't have becn
Castor ani iollux, bocause Cenini ia in tho .‘est rathor than the :ast,
Furthermere, ths zize of the furzy luages bothered na. ihey were, ns {adr
as I could tell, very nearly identical in diamoter, wirich was about cne
fourth the dinsster of the full nioone The following pdeture, crawn {ron
mezcry about 12 hours later, do;icts the approxinate circunstancess
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The fuzzy stars were throo or four dazroes above the horlzon as definod bty
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I wear pglasses, bifocals, I turned and shifted my head to mnio
sure that tho phencmenon was raeale I lowered Lhe window another turn or
two. 71he patches remainade I wns still unmaware that the phencmonon was

exceptional until the couthern objoct suddenly disappearede 1 tihon asxed
the cdriver to stop the car, bt tho northam object vanishod at that

moment. The northern ons had becn slightly brightere 4t maximun
brilliance the patches rust have beon of zero to first stollar maynitude,
The color was whitoe possibly wita a praenish tinge. They endured for
about & minutes, during which timo the ear, travelling at 50 rales rer
hour, covered at least 3 ndlese iuring that period, 1 am sure thiat the
direction of the object did not cliange by rore than 29, 1 would prefer

to say that the change was not c1o than 1% ‘liith a base line of J miles,
this latter firure incdicates that the objects were at least 180 niles amway,
that thoir separation in space wis at least § niles and that the diamotey

was agbout 3/4 of a aile.

There i8 a bare possibility that the patches were clouds, but

the behavious was unusual, to s~y thoe least. ’lie wholes phenomenon 1is
puzslinge It may have somad sl ple axplanation, but thare soens to be
no coapletely satisfactory theory available. 1 repore the event for

future records.




