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Synopsis

Upon receipt of renort of investigation from OS5I District
Off'ice No. 5, VWright-Patterson A®B, lavton, Chio, undeveloped
leads set forth therein were developed, however, no informa-
tion was disclosed that would p031tlvelv 1dent1fv the strange
ooject sighted by Mr,

St. Louis, Missouri, on 7 May 1949,

UNITED SIiATES AIR FORCE
THE INSPYUTOR G NERAL

r)FF'C[ CE SPECIAL INVESTIA
AL ALK v ST

'S BRE .

Distribution Action Copy forwarded to | File Stamp
CG s AMC 7 Commandine Gensral
-—‘45 Air Materiel Command
Hq, OSI Viright-Patterson AFB
File Dayton, Ohio
ATTN: MCIAXS

Approved

PAUL hILLFR UNCLASSIFIER

Captaln, UCAF

Deputy pIsSTRICT COMMANDER

S1684T—*2—Scolt AFB, Ill.—3 Feb 49—10M |

el




.

“TAILS:

‘ﬁhr F .‘*.!,;:‘T..'_..,.} '
GSU WPl

iy , T — o e
R T S b S e o A

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

l. On 31 May 1949, bir. =i I N S asaeeon. St. Louis,

Missouri, was interviewed regardin® his sizhtinz an unidentilied object in the
slvy on 7 Mav 19{9. lr.g ated in substance as follows: On the evenins

oF 7th~19h9 at apvoroximately 1600 hours (ST ae was sitting on thz back lawm
with his wife and they were watching the gulls from the Mississippli Kiver when
thevy noticed a strange object almost directly overhead., Mr tated at
first ne thoucht it was a large bird, but closer observation disclosed that 1t
was at a much higher altitude than the gulls, that 1t was somewhat trianjular
in shape, and that it was travelinz at a terrific rate of speed. lir g‘“
further stated that he has been a passenger on commercial air liners and would
ostimate the sltitude of the object at envroximately nine (9) or ten (10)
thousand feet. lNr. JiJiwould not estimate the speed but stated it was only
in sight for aporoximately forty-five (45) seconds and was faster than any air-

vlane he has ever seen in the sky. Mr.‘described the object as being
about the size of a light private plane and that it closely ~esembled the shape

o7 a Stingz Rav with the exception that the object had no whip=-like tail. Mr.

"I. w’ther described the object as having a dark, dull reddish brown color
. and that he observed a glint or reflection along the right side of the object

as it was oscillating. Mr 14 obse his plint or reflection when
the richt side was higher than the left. M wther stated that he f'irst

observed the object at about eleven (11) o'clock, that it was at an angle of
approximately eighty-five (65) degrees atove t izen and that it was travel-
ing in a south by south west direction. lir. further stated that the
object traveled in a straight path without apparently gaining or losing altitude,
that it was oscillatine from side to side 2nd that it disappeared 1n the atmos-

phere ®

- T s . s 4 ." -1 - i L e -: 'l‘:'

2. On 31 lMay 1949, Nr S 1 ' J: e, >t. Louis,

Missouri, was interviewe dinz the"sifhTinz ol a_ tranre obiect in the skv

! on 7 May 1949, DMrs «;bstantiated l‘id version of the sirhting

I of the object with the exception that she thought it was buff colorzd and thouzat
there was a reddish glow, somewhat like the glow of a iron coal stove, along the
right edze of the object as it was oscillating through the sky. DBoth agreed that
the sun had just gone down behind the treses and that there was still quite o biIt
of ligzht in the sky. Neither observed any fins, canopies, or antennas on the

ObJOCto

%5 Interview of neighbors in the vicinityv of_‘-’ St. Louis,

Missouri, on 5 June 1 , failed to reveal any information that wculd indicate
either Mr, or Mrs. 7 be eccentric or that they had ever reported sesing

any strange objects before. The object was not noticed by any of the neighbors
however they all stated they could not remember looking in the sky at that time

on 7 May 1949,

Lo A check of the files of the St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department,
St. Louis, Missouri, on 3 June 1949, failed to reveal the name of either Mr,or-Mrs,

UNCLASSIFIED
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bR s cver beins arrested or ever being a complainant in any COSO

e Federal Bureau of Investigation, St. Louls,

5« A check of the files of th ,
1] any record of Mrs. or Mrs.=

Missouri, on 3 June 194G, failed to reves

S,

6, On 7 June 1949 the flight recor
larbert Field, St. Louis, Missouri, reve
frem that plent after 0950 hours on T Mayl9b9.

7 On 3 Juno IQhM, Lieutenant Junior Grade, United Ctates
Mavy, Cperations offic:r, Us S. Nawval Air Stetion, lLambert Field, St. Louis,
Misscuri, advised there had Leen no flichts from the |
1750 hours snd 1850 hours Centrsl Stendard Time on 7 Yay 1949.

steted thet the Cround Control Approach Unit had secured at 1o0l5 hours,
7 Yay 1949, and had not resumed op2ration until 0800 hours, CST, on © Lavr 1CL0.

Ag of the lcDonnel! Aireraft Cornoraticn,
aled there were no flights of airera®t

!

NOT™?: The GCA Unit at Lambert Field, St. Louis, Missourl, operated by the Ve

Nawy is the only radar unit operating in this area.

8. Cn 3 June 1949, Mr ” Senior Twoer Controller, Lambert rield,
St. Louis, Missouri, advised the only south bound flizh® from Lambert rield a<
aprroximately 1800 hours CST on 7 May 1949, was = Chicazo and Souther =1 which
departed Lambert Field for liemphis, Tennessee, at 1751 hours CtT. I-'Ir%
further stated this ship had: teken off %o the northeast and would have {lown oVer

south 3t. Louis at an aprvroximate altitude of siX (6) or eight (8) thousand feet

ot the time 8 strange object was sighted by lir NN

AT SCOTT AFB, ILLINOIS

M

9, On 3 June 1949 the records of the LACS, Scott Air Force Base, Illincis,
were examined. Above records failed to reveal any aircralt that had arrived cr
departed this station between +the hours of 1730 and 1830 hours, CST, on 7 May

1949
AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

_—.#-—'_

but that he does not remember seeing

7 May 1949.

NOT%S: As there were no knoH iiierimental aircraft flving in this area on 7 Nay

1949, it is possible Mr ighted the Chicago and Southern Airliner and in the
evening twilight may have misteken it for an unidentified object.

INCLOSURES
ROR DISTRICT OFFICE NO. 5, WRIGHT-PATTEZRSON AFB, OHIO

Guide to investigation (in triplicate).

REFERRED UFPON CCMFLETION TO THE QFFICE OF ORIGIN

UNCLASSIFIED
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Project "Grudge" 325

MC TAXS 2Ly 1y L9

CD OS5I
ATT™: Mre Jeo Eo Morrill

1, It is requested "hat your office initiate an investication of the si-ltinz of an
uridentified acrial phenomenon reported by inclosed letter.

o, As an aid to the investigating officer in recording desired data, two copies of
our Julde to Invostization are also inclosed.

2 Incls: Ao Jo ECMSTRELT, JR. 3T /ame
1. Cy ltr, 5/17/L49, fr Eq Fifth Army Lt Colonel, USAF L=t 398
2., Guide to Inves. (2 Cys) Actines Chief, Analvsis Division  Bldg 208

' Intelligence Departument




HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE FILE NO.
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL

OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS D=2l =21 F A —
REPORT MADE BY
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
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PERIOD

PROJECT "GRUDGE"™ OFFICEOF oglem V190

Incident, 13 May 1949 an e TN o
Saint Louis, Missouri ' ’

STATUS
\_._,_ T — s ol w MUAI]
CHARACTER

REFERENCE

SYNOPSIS

Investigation requested by A. J. HEMSTREET, Jr.,
Lte Col., USAF, Acting Chief, Analysis Division,
Intelligence Department, Headquarters sy Alr
Materiel Command, Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base, Dayton, Ohio, re the sighting of an
unidentified aerial phenomena at St. Louis s
Missouri, on 13 May 1949,

DISTRIBUTION ACTION COPY FORWARDED TO

Commanding General
AG, AMC 2 :
Hq, OSI 2 Air Materiel Command
2
2

Wright-Patterson AFB
DO #12 (Incl) Daygon, Chio
File ATTNs MCIAXS

T

Captain ? USAF
A.Cti nq ISTRICT COMMANDER

AFCSI FORM 4
23 JULY 48

U. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE




5D=2l;=21P
PROJECT "GRUDGE"

DETAILS:

1, This investigation is predicatad upon a request from
A. J. JIZHSTREET, JRe, Lbte Cole, USAF, Acting Chief, Analysis
Division, Intelligence Department, :[eadquarters, Air liateriel

AT WRIGHT=PATTERSON AKB

2 ILte. Col. HELSTREET forwarded this office a copy of a

letter from Headquartars, 5th Army, addressed to Commanding
General, Headquarters, Air liateriel Command, in which one

ROBZRT VAUGHN, 5219 Alabama, Ste Louis, Nissouri, 1is reportved
to have observed an unidentifiable aerial object in the
vieinity of St. Louis, liissouri, on 13 iay 1949

3. The referenced letter is as follows:

"HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY
Of fice of The Conmanding General

1660 Tast Hyde Park Boulevard
Chicago 15, Illinois

ALFGF-I 17 May 1949

SUBJECT: Sighting of Mysterious Objsct

TOs Commanding General
Hq Air liateriel Command

Wright-Patterson Air Force LCase
¥rizht Field, Chio
ATTN: MCIAXS

1. The following item, dated 13 lMay, was reported to this
headquarters by the Regional Office of St. Louls, lissouris

"Iong after the wave of reports of flying saucers,
a south St. ILouisan said that he had sighted some

other m¥sterious object in the sky last Saturdaye
Ste Loui” said the

object appeared to be about the size of a light




5D=2=21P UNCLASSIFIED
PROJECT "GRUDGE® - i

private airplane, but bore no resemblance to a
plane and was much faster., 'It was flat, reddishn

brown in color and I saw a glint in the late
sunlight at that height, although the sun had
sbt where we were,! he said. 'The obJect seemed
to have an oscillating motion and was somewhat

triangulare!'®

2e¢ No further investigation is contemplated by this
headquarters, |

FOR THE CO/MANDING GENERAL:?

/8/ Robert P. Bell
ROBERT I's BELL
Colonel, GSC
AC of S, G-2%

INCLOSURE

FOR DO #12, SCOTT AFB
"Guide to Investigation® (in quin)

PENDING

UNCLASSIEIBLL
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PROJECT "GRULGE"
“VELOPED LEADS

DISTRICT OFFICE NO. 12, SCOTT AFB

AT ST. LOUIS, wulSSOURL

Will interview Mr“, St. Louis,
Missouri, regarding his observation ol an unidentified aerial

object on 13 May, Will complete the inclosed "Guide to
Investigation®™ and return same to Listrict Office Noe Do




GUIDE TG INVESTIGATION

UNIDEN TIFIED AERIAL OBJLCTS
Inc ident Noe

Date of Observation 7 May 19}49 Date of Interview 1 Mg

Exact time of observation (local)Between 1800 and 1830 hours, CST

Pla?e of Obs?rvationz 38:34N; 90:157 Kansas City Sectional Aeronautical Chart
(Map Coordinates)  Scale 1:500,000 :

Position of observer (air, car, bldg, location of - give details )

Seated in lawn chair in back yard, facing north-west.

vhat attracted attention to object: Observer and wife were watching gulls

from Mississippi River when object was sighted.
Number of objects and sketch of formation or grouping:

Only one object observed.
Apparent size (compare to knovn object, ie €+, sun, moon, thumb or

fist at arms length): Appeared to be about the size of a light rrivate

airplane, would have taken & newspaner held at ' |
from sight. paf arm's length to obstruct it

Color of object: Dark reddish brown

Shape (give graphic description - compare with knovm objcct):

Resembled a Sting Ray except it had no whiplike ’gcajh .
Altitude (Angle of clevation above horizon - O~ at horizon, 90° overhead)s

85°
Direction from observer (Angle clockwise from North):
11 o'clock

Direction of flight of object (s):

South by Southwest
Time in sight:

Approximately L|5 seconds
Speed (time to cover given angular distance):

Approximately 45 seconds to cover an angle of appréximately 60°

Sound and odor:

None
Distance from observer (Distance to town, bldg, etcs, over which

object appeared to be:)
Appr:oximately 9 or 10 thousand feet overhead.




13« .dent WO o
M

o Investigation

rrail (color, length, width, peristance, €tC. ) ¢

None

s jenndesence, otaer = depree ol

18, Luminosity (visible by reflection, 1
brilliwnce):s

Bright glint or reflection from right side

19, Fro jections (fins,‘wings, rods, antenniac, cancpics, S¥C e )

None observed

50, uJaneuvers (turns, climbs, dives, etc, = sketch of flight p:.*~.th) :

Flew in a straight or oscillating from side to side.

l1ine, but wWas rolling

before official sunsete

Name and address g : .
M. & MrtQ _ _ renue, St. Louls, Missouri

Occupation and no
Retired Artist, who still paints occasionallye

bbie:
Art is principle intereste

Commen
(Che ck neighbors, ' pt
) both very sincere in

end wife both apparently in
they saw & strange object 1in the sSkYe mis e.pparently we
Omeock of neighbors, St. Louls
may be *%¥%

air travel and 3ifferent types ol aircrafte
Police and FBI failed to any information that Ax
) ' of sighting

' Did observer vear glasses, [ losses at tT
object viewed through CONOPYs

or was
Mr,dars »1a550S Wi
Mrse

of the observatione
good eyesighte

sx% eccentr
reportse.




Lnucident Noos

Pogpe 5 O —

Guide to Investipgation

Relcative to Ruduar Sipghtings

Re radars nov operating on ground

e ObSOrvations of. direction; rango, spced, altituae and sizeo of target:

No radar operating in this area at time object was observed,

Did target execute cny turns? 1If so, vhat angle (180°), cte,
GNE YHaT radius o tulfly 46 Todius of turn vi.8 not obsasorvadvie;
how long did the target stay in the turn and what vras its spoecds

Note particularly any senaration of distant target into several
targets upon cpproachs

lias radar blip on cathode ray tube well defined and consistent vath
sizc of objeect; faint; fading, nulsating at recgular rate:

€e Did radar ccho signal disappear sudacenly or grodually:s

If cirbourne, when objcet was sighteds

6, wuere there any radar indications or oxtra noise on radio circuits:
be Give estimates of size, speced, mancuvcrs, etce:

GLIERAL

Teletype sequences of local weather conditions: St
7 May 1949, 1820 hours CST. Scattered clouds at 22,000 feet, visibility

15 miles, temperature 70°, dew point 53°, surface wind east by north east

at 7 miles per hour,
Winds aloff report:

Mav 1 .100hur$o '
ZTllgi a 00206 : 0207 20208 0208 143608 5109 62912

82911 2910 03012 22917 L2812 63305 81502

2913

!




Page L Incident ilo,
Guide to Investigation

De

O

local f'light schedules of comnercial, private and militury aircraft
flying in viecinity ut the time:
(Checl Canadian activity if close to border)

Chicago & Southern DC-l Departed Lambert Field, St. Louis, Missouri, for
Memphis, Tennessee at 1751 hours CST, 7 May 19,9

Possible releases of testing devices in vicinity sent alof't by Ordnunce
lavy, Alir Force, amy, .eather Units, Reseurcn Organizations or any othor:

None from Scott Air Force Base, Illinois, U.,S., Naval Air Station or
licDonnell Aireraft Corporation, Lambert Field, St. Louis, Missouri.

If' objecet contoctod earth, obtuin soil samples within and without do=-
pression or spot where object landed for purposes of malzing comparison
of soils,

Not applicable

Obtein photographs (or original negutives) vherc available; if not,
secure skctches of':

Not applicable
Object
Surrounding terrain wvhere object was obscrved
Place whcre ob jeet contacted earth (if this hanpened)
llancuvers
Formation (if more than tvo )

Secure signed statements.,

Obtain fragments or vhysical evidence wiere possible,

Not applicable




IN REPLY REFER TO.

L]

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON™ 5D=0SI/VC/mag

»
THE INSPECTOR GEMNELRAL, USAF

1

L
> & ‘:\-‘h—".\
STH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPLCIAL INVESTIGATIONS

WRIGHT-PATTLRSON AIR FORCLI BASE. DAYTON., OHIO

5D=2l;=21P 2 June 1949

SUBJECTs PROJECT "GRUDGEM" 325
Incident, 13 May 1949
Ste Louis, Missouri
SPECIAL INQUIRY

Commanding General
Air Materiel Command
Wright~Patterson Air Force Base

Dayton, Ohio
ATTN: MCIAXS

1. Reference is made to your R&R, dated 24 May 1919, requesting
an investigation of unidentified aerial phenomenon reported on 1) May

1949 at St. Louis, Missouril.

o, Transmitted herewith are two (2) copies of Report of Investi-
gation by Special Agent BENJAMIN F. SELLARS, Jre, dated & June 1949, with

inclosures, for your information.

This report constitutes the development of all logical leads
is contemplated by this office.

Rpt of Inv by S/A SELLARS - Captain, USAF
dtd 8 Jun 49 (in dup) “  Acting District Com.ander

WEF-0-5 OCT 48 I15M
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ALFGF.l 17 May 1949

SIBJ™OTs Siphting of lysteriocue Object

TO 8 Oommanding Ceneral
Hq Air lMaterie) Command
Vright-Patterson Alr Force tase
Vright Field, Ohlo
ATTNs MCAXO=3

1. The following item, dated 13 May, wre reported to this head-
quarters by the Regiona) Office of St. Louds, Miss aris

"Long after the wave of reportes of flying saucers, a
south St. Louisan seid that he had sighted some other

‘mysterious object in the sky last Saturday . SR
, St. Louils, said the object
appeared to be about the size of a 1ight private air-
piane, but bore no resemblance o a pt'ane and was much
faster, 'It was f1at, reddish brown in color and 1
saw a glint in the 1ate sunlight at that height, al-
though the sun had set vhere we were,' he said. 'The
object seemed to have an oscil? ating motion and was

somewhat triangular,'®

2. Ko further investigation is contemplated by this headquarters,




1.

2e

10,
11,

12,

22e

29

INCIDENT NO.

PINGe of Ubservataon Ste Louiu, i0e 36° 340 llorth Y0° = 150 est

Position of observer Ground

What attracted attention to object

Number of objects 0o

Apparent size

length to obatruct vicw of oblech.®

Shape Iike a ray fish without tail, saewhat triangular
gjﬂ - 9,@ g 10,000 fect

Direction from observer 3300

Altitude

Distance from observer ¢,000 - 10,00. feet overliead
Direction of flight of cbject(s) Coully, Smrl,lmcst
Time in sight  }}5 seconds

Speed Fast = covered 60° in 45 seconds (caputed U0=150 1ph)
Sound and odor nANG

Trail

Luminosity Glint or reflection from right sido
Nono noticed

Projections

t

Meneuvers Straight flight, but was rolling ar oscillating from side to oido

Manner of disappearance

Effect on Clouds

Additional information concerning object Could possibly have boen camearcial

. air liner in arca at time of sighting
Yeather Conditions Pdr. tulim’ hm m eant by u.&

(over)

— e

Date of Observation 7 May J;ﬁ Q Date of Interview Bl 20
Exact Time (1ocal) 2500=1530

of light plane (observer states "would have taiien newspapcr of arms

Color of object
votor of 0%J8°T  park peddish trowm (MroesiEEPERLd object appearcd bufs colored)

» ¥




Page 2 s | Incident ____&_____
llame and address of obscrver: Mre & MM%, Ste Louis, L.

oécup4tion and hobbics:s

Ratiredm't

Comments of Interrogator rclative te intelliguncu and character of obscrver(s)

Cangidcred relialle

TARRALDIVI OUMMARY s

12 <™ staled in substance &8 follows: On e evanng of 7 Ly 19,9 ot ap,roxe
inately 1850 howrs GOT he wag sitiing on the back lon wlih Lls wife and tlw; / wiere y2tche
Ing the gulls fron the (dssiscippi idver when they noticed & stiunge cogect Lliost d ,.n.c'c.ly
overhead., Ur.@tated at £rsv le Lhought it was a large ba.r(., LuL closer obse
tion discleosed that 4t was at a much hipgher altitude than tue pudls, tial 1t was 30'1.9-
what triancular in ghape, and that it ywms traveling at a torrific rate ol sjwode Lre

w.u'tm.r stated tuadb he as been a passen’or on canwrerlal aiy lingrs and would
esti: tihe altitude of the objcct at appradoaately nine (9) or ben (10) thousand feoets
lre ould n-t estimate tho speod, but stated it was only in u.ghb for av.gro:dnatos
1y fort=Cive (45) seconds and was fastor than any alrplane he (@8 ever scen in the skye
|y described the object as bt.mg about tihe sise of a 1light privale vlane and

that it closely rc.sc—b...od t*u ghape or a Sting Ray with tbo cxeception tiat tie object
had no ghip=1ii:e tail, wrther desceribed tie cbject as having a dark, dull
roddish browm colar, a.nd ,. - nt or red lc.ct::.on alony the right side of
tho objoct as it wyu oaci'Lla inge I rould observe :ds Llint or relleciion
wion e right sicde was higher tlon d1a furtiicr slated ti.ab o {irst
obosoerved the object at about olcven (11) o'cloclk, that it was at an angle of a) roiinotos
1y cight»=£iva (C5) deprees above the hm*izcn, and that it was traveling in a gouth
west davctione I Larther stated Liat tho object travelod in & straisit xath
without apparcntly g or losing altitude, that it wac oscillating firau side to
8ido, mxlt!mtitdisaweanxiint&wa‘ ‘

(h 31 Lﬂy 4-9-.&9’ i Y Ve IDU.LB, LO.’ wvas intore
viewed regaxding tho sig of a atra.ngo object in thoe sicy on 7 Lay 14,9 W
substantiated L«#‘gsmn of the sighting of tio object with the cxception that
she thought it waa colored and thought there was reddish plow, scuewhat lile the
glow of an iron coul stove, along the right edpu of the object as it was oscillating
through the silye DBoth ageed that tiw sun had just gone down benind the trocs, and
that thero ws still quite a bit of lignt in the skye licithor observed any fins,
canopica, or antemwns on the objocte




