Declassification Authority NND 923007

L.§02D AISS UFOB LOG
;REPORT NUMBER DATE/TTME OF SICHTING RECD AISCP
! ! s
| ATSS=UFOBM)3-56 22/06152 Fob 56 ; 3 Feb 56
TOCATION OF SICHTING 'LOGCUD BY
Hampton-Sydney, Virzinia s/Sgt DeRuddexr

MEANS RECD
TT Msg

ACTION TAKEMN
Investigation authorized

INVES UNIT.
F1t 3<H

DATE THVIS ASSICGNED
23 Feb 56

{ASSTGNING OFFICER

Ma] Thragaher

| .
[DATE IR RECD HQ

DATE IR APPRCVED

‘DATE IR TO ATIC

e e e

{DATE FORM 5
{23 7ab %6

— s

CO; MENTS

as indicated belows

mstigxtion asngxed to F1t 3~H on 23 Feb 56, Results of investigation

1

CONCLUSION

7/04-%’ %er

J, e rﬁac o

ATSOP FCRM 7 (2 APR 55)

—-

o st




Declassification Authority NND 923007

ATISQOP {ong Distance Telsphone Call

Comdr, 4602d AISS AISOP 23 TFeb 55
1005 hours
AISS Log #2)4

5/Sgt DeRudder/hli98

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD3

1, Telephone conversation between S/Sgt DeRudder, this headquarters, and
Li. Berrier, flight 3-H,

2, The undersigned called Flight 3-H to authorize a follow=up investigation
of a UFOB sighted at Hampton-Sydney, Virginia, at 22/06152 Feb 56. It was requested
that Flight 3-H first check local agencies by telephone for possible help in re-
solving this sighting., It was requested that Flight 3-H contact the SOURCE who has
studied astronomy and query him as to the possibilities of this sighting being
astronomical in nature, with emphasis being placed on the planet Jupiter as a
possible cause of the sighting.

3. If the above efforts fail to yield positive results, Flight 3-H was
authorized to send one man by government vehicle to the location of the sighting
to conduct a complete investigation, ' '

L. Lt. Berrier requested that the undersigned contact AISPR to ascertain the
status of 4/1€ Cura's records as he is due to be discharged 7 Mar 56. (AISPR
called 1015 hours, this date, and the undersigned was informed that 4/1C Cura‘s
records would be forwarded to Flight 3-H today). (AISPR)

Ronald D, DeRudder, S/Sgt, USAF
AIC, UFOB Program
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
SURIECT - '
UFC3B ) .
AREA REPORTED ON FROM (Agency) )
HAMPTON-SYDNEY, VA, Plizht 3-H, 46024 AISS )
DATE OF REPORT DATE OF INFORMATION EVALUATION
29 February 1956 22 Fobruary 1956
PREPARED BY (Officer) _ SOURCE E e
JOHN D, TAYIOR, JR., Major, USAF MRa&

REFERENCES ( Control number, directive, previoua report, elc., as applicable) PT NSG ﬂFM CO 7713 AON CAPE LES AF STA
VA datsd 22/ 1015Z Feb 56; FONCON hetween M.-Bﬁmﬂz_and_s%b_naﬂmm,l%s—ﬂfw - troly
SUMMARY: (£Enter concise summary of reporli  Give significance in final one-sentence paragraph. List incloaures at lower left.  Begin cmggpg‘eabﬁuoi_yui—é’sgl.”

I. CONTENTS:

PART ONE: Description of sighting by Mr.d . e
Hanmpton-Sydney College, Hampton-Sydney, Virginia
(GeoRef GJMH 3214).

PART TWO: Description of sighting by other students of Hampton= .
: Sydney Collegs in the company of Mr.: ,
PART THREE: Supplementary Investigative Efforts

PART FOUR: Corments of Preparing Officer

IT. SUMMARY: An unidentified flying objeoct was reported to the Richmend GOC
Filter Cenber by the above mentioned individuals shortly after its sighting at 22/
06152 Feb 56, then the information was relayed to the 771st ACLW 8Q, Cape Charles,Va.,
for submission of the preliminary report. The sighting was made at Hampton-Sydney, Va.
»{(GeoRef GJIH 3214)., The following report is the result of a personal interview with
the individuals having made the sighting and other agencies in the vicinity whose
asslstance was sought in determining the probable cause of the phenomenon.

ITT. INVESTIGAT(R: 1/Lt Charles L. Berrier, A0 3019814

FOR AND 1N THE ABSENCE /
OF THE 01 G JOHN D, TAYLOR, “JR.
lajor, USAF
Officer in Charge
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FROM (Agmicy) REPORT NO. 217 _TJ'0B=1-56

PAGE 2 OF 13 PAGES

Address: Hampton-Sydney College, Hampton-Sydnsy, Virpinia
(Geolef CJUEL 2914).

Age: 20

Occupation: Student

Qualificationss 20/%0 vision, uncorrected. Amateur astronomer,
IT. RELIABILITY: Good. SOURCE was contacted personally.

III. SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTINGs SOURCE stated that on 22 Feb 56 (0615%)
from the campus of Hampton-Sydney College, he had observed an unusual object in the
sky which was red, green, flickering and seemed to be moving in the direction of SW.
SOURCE's first impression was that the object in question was a star, however in view
of its unusual "color-changing” characteristics SOURCE discounted this identity.
According to SOURCE, object was first seen at approxinately 300 with the horizon and
gradually this angle sesmed to decreass.

On observing the object through a 60-power portable telescope, SOURCE be-
lieved that it was a little larger than a regular star, however the size gradually
diminished in his opinion. SOURCE stated thet the object was not a "shooting star",
but that its movement had been very slow and definite,

SOURCE would not say that there had either been smoke or an exhaust asso-
ciated with the object, however object created the impression of havinz been "extreme
ly wierd, out of the ordinary and definitely unlike any present day aircraft", As
to the assumption in the latter statement that this object too was en aircraft,

SCURCE would not commit himself to the extent of identifying it definitely as an
aircraft.

| 4

SOURCE further stated that there appeafed to be a bright cone-shaped
object behind the original UFOB, but that it had not been visible all the tins,

The condition of the sky at the time and place of the sighting was clear
with unlimited visibility.

No photographs were taken of the UFOB.

After viewing the object for approximately 45 minutes, SOURCE finally
lost sight of it.

[PV
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I. SOURCE: r#

Address: Hampton-Sydney Collepe, Hampton-Sidney, Virginia
(GeoRaf CJYH 3914),

Apes 18
Occupation: Student '
Qualifications: 20/20 vision,

e RELIABItITY: Good. SOURCE was contacted personally,

III. SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE had been told about an unusual
object in the sky by friends and upon looking in a southwesterly direction where
they were viewing it, SOURCE spotted a solid object which seemed to be changing

colors from red to blue to yellow. The time was 22/06152 and the object was approx-
imately 30° from the horizon. <

SOURCE viewed the object for approximately 30 minutes during whieh tine
he felt it had changed in size from the slze of a half-dollar until it diminished to
the size of a pinpoint,

SOURCE stated thet he had seen no exhaust coming from the object, Cbject
seemed at times to vibrate and at all times appeared to radiate an extreme brightness,
other times would appear to flicker out,

SOURCE glanced at the obJect through the telescope (same apparatus as
mentioned in Part I) and from seeing the object disappear suddenly through the tols-
scope lens, SOURCE concluded that object must have been moving at an extremely high
rate of speed. (See Part IV) Object appeared to move up and down at times,

SOURCE did not remember. having seen prcérusions on the surface of the
object. There was no sound associated with the UFOB,

SOURCE could not remenber having heard any sound of aircraft in the ares
at any time during the sighting,

SOURCE viewed object for a period of 1 hour and 15 ‘minutes,

PR
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I. SOURCE: Mr. ;

Addresss Hampton-Sydney

(GeoRef GJMH 39
Ager 18%

Occupation: Student

Qualifications: None.

II., RBLIABILITY:

III. SOURCES DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING:
was called to an object in the sky in the di
approximately 30° with the horizon., SOURCE

occasionally to the right, had a flickering

smoke and/or fumes.
nor did he observe it through the telescope

finally came back the size of a pinpoint. S
come from earth and definitely was an "inter
also to rotate and maintain high speed,

thirty minutes,

o,

Fair. SOURCE was contacted personally.

be the size of a 25¢ piece (held at arms length) and moved to and from him, and

the object continued to flicker, however, no sound came from it,
SOURCE didn't notice any color chance on the part of the object

Object appeared to diminish in size to a pinpoint, then disappeared completely and

SOURCE viewed the object for one hour and

Co%lege, Hampton-Sidney, Virginia
.1.‘1. & -

At 22/0545Z Feb 56 SOURCE'S attention
rection of southwest at an angls of
noticed that the object which appeared to

sensation about it. SOURCE stated that

which was used by the other observers.

OURCE felt that the object could not have
Plantary space ship." Object appeared

It appeared to emit|
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I. SOURCE: lir .

Address: Hampton-Sydrey Collsge, Hampton-Sydney, Virginia
(CeoRef GJMH 3914),

Agas 20
Occupation:t Student
Qualifications: Good vision.
ilie RBLIABIﬁITY: Very good, SOURCE was contacted personally,

III. SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE'S attention was drawn to the sky
in the southwest by a friend who had seen the unusual object there. The time was
22/bSIOZ Feb 56. To SOURCE, the light of the object was almost as bright as Venus
and a color chanze was visible. The object appeared to change direction and it
moved away from observer and grew dimmer. SOURCE mentioned that at first the objeot
had appeared to the naked eye about the size of a hatpin. Through the telescope :
SOURCE stated that the object appeared as a blur of colored light. There was neither
sound nor smoke and exhaust associated with the UFOB. The light appeared to shif?t
slizhtly to the west. SOURCES first impression of the object which was approximately
12° with the horizon when he first viewed it, was that it was Venus, however he later
learned that Venus wasn't out at the time. SOURCE observed the angle vhich the light
made with the horizon gradually decreased as if the light or the star were setting,

SOURCE was certain that the phenomenon was neither a comet nor a falling
star, The light was viewed for approximately 30 minutes by SOURCE.

TR
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-I. SOURCE:
Addrgsss vHampton-Sydney, College, Hampton-Sydney, Virginia
Aze: 18
Occupation: Student
Education: 1 yr Collepe
Qualifications: Good vision,
II. RELIABILITYs Fair, SOURCE was contacted personally.
ITI, SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SQURCE stated that he was walking

when he looked up in the sky and saw

across the college campus at 22/66002 Feb 56,
The

in the southwest an object which appeared to be vibratlng and emitting smoke.
object was approximately 25° with the horizon.

SOURCE related that upon viewing the object through a telsscope, (same
instrument mentioned in Part I) it appeared to be moving in a circular manner "shootd

ing of f” different colored lights,

SOURCE believed the object was oscillafing and traveling at a fantastic

There seemed to be a thin streak of smoke trailing the object. SOURCE also

speed,
The two objects

felt that he had seen another object behind and sbove the first,

were a great distance apart,
Object was "eircling". The direction of the UFOB continued to be SW un-

til it began to diminish in size and seem to fade away.

SOURCE observed the object for approximately 45-minutes,

hd ot
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Incl #1, SCURCE'S Memory Sketch of Appearance of UFOB:

CLeEAR sSKY

@ roov o THE
RIGHT Of
OB8TECT

(Pro'bably : .
Procyon) vo 2wnp OGFect

(Prcbabl{ . ,_Z/Faé
e ]

- HoRlzoN

Dgsegueas
[GeoRer GTMK 32/4)

MuT1-CoLoeD
RRen

PICTYURED v Box 1S OBTECT As SEE€A
THROYG /) 6O~ POWER  TELESCOAE
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SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTIGATIVE EFFORTS:

1. A check was made with the U.S. eather Bureau at Byrd Field, Richmond, Va.
to determine whather they would be able to confirm the sizhting, However winds aloft
at the time of the sighting were such as to have prevented any weather balloons
launched at Byrd Field (GeoRef GJNJ3232) from drifting into the vicinity of Hampton=-
Sydney, Va. The following winds aloft data current at the time of the UFOB sighting
was released: :

ALTITUDE: DIRECTION: WIND VELOCITY:
€,000 . 310° 34 X
10,000 310° 32K
16,000 300° 43 X
20,000 300° 39 K
' 30,000 290° 52 X
50 ,000 270° 38 K
80,000 -60° 6 K .

2. A check with the GOC Filter Center, Richmond, Virginia revealed that this
agency had relayed the preliminary information on the sighting to the 771st AC&W Sq,
Cape Charles, Va. No other reports on the object than the original report from ob-
servers at Hampton-Sydney Colleze had been received. No reports from another geo-
graphical location had come in to confirm the sighting,

8+ The 647th AC&W Squadron, Manassas, Virginia, was called by telephone for any
information which they may have had which would offer confirmation to the report of
a UFOB near Hampton-Sydney. This installation was unable to offer any evideace to
support the sighting.

4, The 771st AC&W Sq, Cape Charles, Va. (GeoRef GJQH 0201), likewise was con-
tacted for confirmation on the UFOB, however no additional information or reports
had been received by the 771st after the information on the original sighting had
bsen relayed to them via the GOC Filter Center in Richmond, Va. (GeoRef GJNH-3232),

5. Efforts to seek more information proved slightly more fruitful when the
649th AC&W Sq, Bedford, Va. (GeoRef GJLH 2820) released the following radar data
recorded at the approximate time of the sighting:

Radar Plot "Bathbox", 22 Feb 56

Track # OE25....(1) One aircraft or object; estimated speed 180 knots; altitude-
7,000. foot. B ‘ »

INITIAL PLOT:

a. 0611Z/GJNH4025 g. 0625Z/GJHG 0051
b. 06142/6JUH3517 h., 06272/GJLG 5349
c. 0616Z/CJHH2815 i. 06302/GJLG 4140
d. 0619Z/GJMH1509 j. 086342/6JLC 2932
e. 06212/6JMH0805 . k. 06372/ LOST CONTACT

£. 08232/GJHGO359

6. The CAA tower at Byrd Field, Richmond, Va. was queried for possible info-
rmation on the object which may have been received from pilots flying in the vicinity
reporting the appearance and characteristics of an unidentified flying object. Nega=-
tive results,

%,

1
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7. A check with Air Traffic Control Center at Washington National Airport
(Z202af GJNJ 5853) ior information which micht serve to confirm the sizhting yielded
\ / z g
negative results.

8, A call was placed to the US Nawval Qbservatory in Washington, DC (GeoRef
CJNJ 35856), Mr. J. L. Gossner, of the obs 's Equatorial Division, made some
Sirius and Procyon. Sirius is
frequently seen to sparkle almost as a diamond in the colors, red, blue and green
when viewsd at an angle of 10° to 30° with the horizon. This phenomena hes been
observed for many years by astronomers and oftentimes has beesa the source of alarm
and puzzlement to uninformed persons viewing it for the first time. The color
scintillation of Sirius, according to Mr. Gossner, is due to turbulent eddies in the
atmosphere which act as prismatic structures in separating the lirht rays into colors
of the spectrum, For example, a ray of blue lirht will reach the retina of the
observer followed a fraction of a second later by a ray of red light, which will per+
siet only for a second but sufficiently to register the image of red. Any of the
rays may be cut off momentarily creating the effect of the light flashing or flicker-
ing. Separated as such with each ray traveling alone a different path throush the
atmosphere the spectra will reach the observer's retina in distinct colors and suc-
cessively, so as to create the phenomena of flashing colors of light originating
from one given sgourcae,

This dispersion and refraction of light created by the turbulent eddies
in the lower atmosphere is likewise responsible for the brilliant flashing of red,
blue and white light seen when viewing Procyon at an angle of 20° or less,

9. Dr.*, Professor of Astronomy at the University of Virginia,
Charlottesville, Virginia (GeoRef GJMJ 2030), stated that both Sirius and Procyon
could have been seen in the SW at the time of the reported sizhting 22/b6IBZ Peb 56,
According to the professor's calculations, Sirius would have been 14° above the
horizon at 22/06002 radiating a brillience of sparkling red, green and blue lights,
The lizhts probably would have seemed to sparkle more than usual due to a cool oute
side temperature and clear sky conditions, The day of 21 February had been unusually]
warm creating considerable turbulence in the lower atmosphere during the evening,

Sirius set that evening at 22/@71&2 as seen from the Hampton-Sydney, Vireinih
location. Above and to the right of Sirius approximately 26° is the star Procyon
which elso sparkles and when below 30° gives off brilliant flashes of colored light,
The professor sugrested that the "exargerated twinkling" associated with the two
stars may also to the unexperienced observer taken on the appearance of a slight
oscillatory motion (See Part I and Part II, SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING, for
object's apparent oscillatory motion).

fhen told of the 60-power telescope which the boys at Hampton-Sydney College
had used, it was the professor's opinion that the telescope undoubtedly had been out
of focus a good part of the time, due to improper calculation of the earth's rotation
creating undue excitement among the observers viewing the praobable distortions on the
unfocused lens,

arvsa,
2

T




Declassification Authority NND 923007

" AF FORM 112—PART 1i
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

(CLASSIFICATION) 7

AIR lNTELLlGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (Agency) , REFORT NO. BHl=UL OB =L =00

- Part Three -
Flight 3-H, 4602d AISS PAGE 10 or 137 0 puess

10. A recontact with Hampton-Sydney Collegs, Hampton, Virginia, revedaled the
following information which might serve to confirm that the 22 February sighting
had bean colestial in origin. Studsnt Charles Petersen stated that two nights after
the original UFOB sighting at 25/04512 he had observed "an object which appearsd
over a telephone pole approximately 25% from the horizon. The direction of the
object was SW, The phenomenon obssrved was brilliant flashes of white, red, blue and
green light." It might be noted that Sirius would have been seen in approximately
this location at 25/64512 Feb 58, which coincidently was the approximate position of
the original UFOB, : -
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Incl. #2, PART THREE
TT 185G ACG OPS B 0287 FM COMDR 771ST ACWRON CAPE CHAHLES AF STA VA

MEB125 TMA138ENLACR0
00 RJEDEN RJEPNY RJEDWP RJEPHQ RJEPNB RJEPME
DE RIEPNL 1G
8 2210152 .
FM COMDR 771ST ACWRON CAPE CHARLEX AF STA VA
TO RJEDEN/COMDR ADC ENT AFB COLO SPHINGS COLO
RJEPNY/COMDR 26TH ADIV ROSLYN AFS NY
 RJEDWPJCOMDR ATIC WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OHIO
" RTEPHQ/DIR OF INTELL HQ USAF WASH DC
RJEPNB/COMDR EADF STEWART AFB NEWBURGH NY
INFO RJEPNB/COMDR 4602TH AISS STEWART AFB NEWBURGH NY
RJEPME/FLIGHT 3H 4602TH AISS MCGUIRE AFB TRENTON NJ
BT - -
/U NCLAS/ACG OPS B 0287, IN ACCORDANCE WITH AFR 200-2 THE FLW
RPT IS SUB UNFOB.
- (1) A. ROUND
B. SILVER DOLLAR
C. FLASHING COLOR-CHANGING FROM RED TO GREEN TO BLUE AND
SOMETIMES BRILLIANT WHITE
D, ONE AT FIRST THEN SECOND ON APPEARED AFTER THE FIRST ONE FADED
OFF TO THE RIGHT SIDE
E. FKEGATIVE
F. NEGATIVE

PAGE TWO RJEPNL 1G
G. SMOKE COMING FROM RIGHT SIDE
H. NEGATIVE
I. NEGATIVE
(2) A. WALXKING CAUGHT SIGHT OF IT OUT OF CORNOR OF EYE OBJECT BOBBING
UP AND DOWN., SAW SMOKE LINE AT SAME TIME. .
B. 60 DG SOUTHWEST
C. 3 FERT ABOVE TREE TOPS
D. VIBRATING FLYING IN ONE DIRECTION SOUTHWEST
E. DIMINISHING FLYING OUT OF SIGHT
F. 45 MIN
{3) A, GROUND VISUAL
B. TELESCOPE, BINOCULARS, COMPASS
C. N/A
(4) A, 22 FEB 06157
B, NIGHT ALMOST HALF MOON

(5) HAMPT NEY VA GJ MH3214
(wmm 20 STUDENT HAMPTON SYDNEY COLLEGE
" AGE 18, SAME AS ABOVE
' i AGE 19, SAME AS ABOVE
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FROM (-Ayency) | ReroRT No3H=ULEUB=1-50 ‘
Flight 3-H, 46024 AISS | Part fhr%?
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Incl, #2, PART THREE
TT MSG ACG OPS B 0287 FM COMDR 771ST ACRRON CAPE CHARLES AF STA VA

PAGE THREE 1G_ 5
SN \CE 13 SAME AS ABOVE
¥ AGE 19, SAME AS ABOVE
SRS ACE 19, SAME AS ABOVE
® AGE 20, SAME AS ABOVE, STUDENT HAS STUDIED ASTRONMY
IT WASNT A SHOOTING STAR.
B N/A
(7) A. WIND VERY LIGHT ALMOST CALM, VERY CLEAR
" B. SFC NNW 12, 6C00%330 DEG, gﬁ KTS, 10000, 325DEG, 35, 16000
300DEG 40, 20000 290DEG 55, 30000 280 70DEG, 50000 27CDEG 55K1S,
80000 100DEG A<
C. CLEAR
D. UNLIMITED
E. NEGATIVE
F. E/a
(8) NECATIVE
(9) ®/A
(10) NEGATIVE
(11) S/SGT GORDON RUCKER AF21902101, RICHMOND GOC RICHMOND VA
(12) NONE
BT
22/1100Z FEB RJEPNL

TRUE COPY:

CHARLES L. BERRIER '
1/Lt., USAP - -
Ass® 0IC, Flt 3-H

i),
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| AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

38-UFOB —1-561 Part Four
Flight 3-H, 4602d AISS = | e 13 or 13 s

COMMENTS of tha Preparing Officer:

1. In ths opinion of the Preparing Officer ths phencmenon observed on 22/0615%
Feb 56 at Hampton-Sydney, Virginia was due to the brilliant color secintillation
arésing from the celestial bodies, Sirius and Procyon when viewed below an angls of

30" with the horizon.

: é. The fact is generally known among astroncmers that the two stars men-
tioned each radiate a spargling array of bright-colored lights when viewed on a clear
night below an angle of 30 with the horizon. ) ;

b. The persisting nature of the ﬁFOB negates the chance of its having been
a balloon. This persistence and complete absence of sound further negate the chance
that it could have been an aircraft,

€. The coincidence of Sirius and Procyon having been in the approximate lo-
cation of the UFOB for the duration of the latter's sighting suggests misinterpreta-
tion on the part of the observers,

(1) At this point it might be mentioned that if the observer had ne-
glected to continually focus the portable telescope, within a very
brief period of time due to the earth's rotation, the apparatus
would have been so well out of focus that any number of 11lusions
might have appeared on the lens approaching the fantastic,

d. The relative age of the observers and the fact thét none had ever before
viewed either of the stars mentioned may have caused amazement and subsequent an=a. .
xiety upon the suggestion of someone in the group of an identity such as "flying- "
saucer,” : ' '

€. The "trails of smoke® and/or "exhaust® associlated with the UFOB by two
of the observers were either 11lusions of an excited observer or possibly cirrus
clouds far in the distance. ' -

f. The opinion of the astroncmers interviewed was hnanimoué'that the
phenomenon observed had arisen from the color scintillation of Sirius and later
Procyon as viewed below 30° with the horizon,

FUR 3721 145 aggyyc JOEN D TAYLOR, JR. —~

"~ OF THE oy Major, UsAP
Officer-in-Charge

COMMENTS of Approving Officer:

Concur with the opinion of the Preparing Officer that this sighting was caused
by the stars Sirius and Procyon, )
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